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‘The Curious Savage:’ 
lighthanded and witty
b> K n  E B \HTON B \KKE
Eor The Post

A play set in a mental institution invites bail puns
Such as, “ It's not all i t ’s cracked up to tie
But when such wisecracks were heard during intermission 

at Saturday's performance of the Sandy Community Players 
“ The Curious Savage," they were offered b\ punsters and 
no, armchair drama critics and they were me, with the 
groans reserved for had jokes

Under Jim Wilhite's direction, the three year old theater 
group achieved the lighthanded, compassionate interpreta 
tion playwright John Patrick intended for his comedy se, in 
an East Coast mental institution called “ The Cloisters

The cast’s treatment of the topic was reassuring to those 
who approached the play warily, thinking that a humorous 
theatrical treatment of mental illness has the potential lor 
disaster

Bu, good taste prevailed throughout the production There 
was laughter aplenty, hut it was seldom demeaning to the in 
mates, or “ guests" as they were called Only one of the six 
guests the hostile Mrs Paddy appeared demented, and 
Jan Bollerman played the role sympathetically, displaying 
and unyielding bad temper, and netting some of the heartiest 
laughter throughout the evening

The plot revolves around a fortune, inherited by the 
almost elderly Ethel Savage, played by Hannah Dalziel 
Savage's whimsical plans for her millions .ire considered 
less than orthodox by her adult stepchildren < Mike Bailor, 
Bill Lawson and Marlene Tebo), who had her committed to 
The Cloisters while they try to gam control of the wealth

renew

The lengths to which the three stepchildren go to recover 
the money delight Mrs Savage, her fellow guests and the au 
dience Tebo is particularly effective as the worldly and self 
center stepdaughter

Playwright Patrick gave each of his characters a share of 
witty lines, bu, most of the play s charm flows from gentle 
humor rooted philosophy rattier than wit, rooted in malice

One criterion for a well played role is how seldom the au 
dience is reminded it is only a role’’ On that basis, some of 
The Cloisters' guests fell short of complete success

Ixirry Deaton, Martha Wardy and Shaunacy Teague me, 
the challenge of investing their roles with a dignity the so 
called normal characters lacked; they largely avoided con 
descension in their portrayal of the mentally ill

But, occasionally in artificial tone of voice or mannerism, 
there were suggestions that they didn’t quite believe the 
characters they were playing The lew reminders that these 
were actors in a sophisticated game of pretense broke the 
concentration of the audience of the audience and slightly 
flawed the play

Martha Logan, the final guest. seemed most comfortable in 
her role Another unqualified success was Judy Sheppard as 
psychiatrist Dr Emmet, Sheppard s character consistently 
blended loyalty to her patients with cool professionalism

Although Dalziel as Mrs Savage muffed a few lines, she 
brought a gracious eccentricity and uninhibited charm to her 
role Tebo. as the stepdaughter Lily Belle, had the powerful 
presence to bring her sophisticated lemine fatale character 
to life

Psychiatric nurse Miss Willie, played by Connie Whitlock, 
is the stereotypical nurse with a bright patronizing manner 
In the final scene she delivers a minor () Henry style sur 
prise to Mrs Savage and the audience

The plawrigh, and the cast managed to carry off a light 
comedy while they injected a few less than lethal doses of 
thought and substance Patrick places himself in the tradi 
tion of Oscar Wilde, who entertains by showing us what 
foolish creatures we can lx*

The production was enhanced throughout by the judicious 
use of music, and the final scene made particularly effective 
use of a Pavane by Eaure to se, a sentimental closing mixxt

The play will be presented Eridays and Saturdays at B to 
p m through March 28 a, the Community Theater on Proctor 
Boulevard

Two van loads of senior 
citizens let, tor a trip to the 
Oregon Legislature today at 
8 30 a m from the Sandy 
Senior Center They were to 
sit in on a hearing of the 
House Committee on Aging 
and Minority At,airs

These meetings are open 
to the public and individuals 
are invited to testify on any 
issue being discuss«! The 
group was to lunch in Salem 
and return early this even 
mg

'The Humanities Class for 
Thursday was cancelled

Another special outing w ill 
take place tomorrow , March 
20 Enthusiasts of the 
center's ceramics class will 
attend the Ceramics Show a, 
the Portland Memorial Col 
iseum The group will leave 
the center a, 12 to p m and 
return a, 4 30 p m

The annual K.S.V I ’ < »pen 
House is slated tor this Mon 
day . March 23, from 12 30 to 
4 30 p m Seniors coun 
tywide will lx* given the 
V I P trea tm en t at 
Clackamas Community Col 
lege \n opportunity to meet 
with other volunteers and 
view the central office se, up 
are among (lie benefits of 
this annual event, according 
to Sandy’s volunteers

The Sandy Senior Center 
will bos, the business com 
munity of the city next Tues 
day, March 24. a, noon as a 
tribute to their support 
throughout the year This 
year, crab and chicken will 
be served
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A loyal group of Winter 
Hawks fans will take advan 
tage of a free spaghetti dm 
ner ottered at the Spaghetti 
Factory in Portland next 
Wednesday. March 25 Three 
extra tickets will be raffled 
oil with the money going to 
the center's tlower fund

Activities (or the W eek ol 
M a rch  IS to M a rc h  28

Thursday, M a rch  III
8 3U a m Trip to Salem lor 
the Hearing on the House 
Committee on Aging and 
Minority Affairs
9 a m to 12 noon Drop In 
9 a m Exercise Class
No Humanities Class Today 
12 noon laiaves and Eishes

F r id a y . M a rch  20 
9a hi to 12 noon Drop In 
9 3d a m Arts and Crafts 
12 ikxhi Loaves and Eishes 
12 30 to 4 io p m Ceramics 
Show in Portland 
1 p nt Band Practice

M onday, M a rch  23 
9 a m to 12 noon Drop In
9 30 a m Exercise Class
10 30 a m Therapy Pool 
12 noon laiaves and Eishes 
12 10 (0 f 30 p in B S \ P 
i Ipen House at CCC

Tuesday. M a rch  21 
9a m to 12 noon Drop In 
12 noon Chamber ot Com 
merce Honorary Dinner 
I 30 a in Ceramics

W ednesday, M a rch  25 
9 a in to 12 noon Drop In 
9 a m to 12 noon Tax 
Assistance
12 ikxhi Loaves and Eishes 
12 noon to 3 p m Euel 
Assistance
12 30 p m In house tilm 
“ Wapiti and Bighorn’’
5:30 pm Spaghetti Dinner 
at Shaghctti Factory

T h ursd ay, M a rch  28 
9 a m to 12 noon Drop In 
9 a m Exercise Class 
to a m Humanities Class 
12 noon (¡olden Age Club 
Potluck

The * |«it* < ill i I ii gives you a 
place to announce your team 

games and practices. Send your 
announcements to the sports editor.

SANDY, TURN DOWN YOUR 
HOT WATER HEATERS. . .

Cut your 
utility bills with 
Kitchen A id
NEW ENERGY SAVER I E  DISHWASHER

17425 Shelly, 
Sandy. 668-6673

N o w  you can set yo u r  
w a te r h ea te r at 120

and v l j r t  v.iv mg energy Hc< .h im * 
there v no  i t w i l  to keep le m jie r.iiw e v  .it 
140“ or higher tor the vukeo t a 
divhvy.ivher th e  new Kit* hen Ant t nergy 
Saver IV is the only dishwasher that heats 
its ow n hot water in  every Complete 
r y i  le tha t means around th e *  l.x  k 
vdvingy ( ot your to ta l hom e water 
treating * osls by lO'X

Hu«
Tew Proven Cleaning 
Superiority

Independent testing labs * e rtily  
that, using energy saving 12(1“ inpu t 

water no nt tier dishwasher gets 
dishes as i  lean as the Kit» tienA id  

1 nergy Saver IVA ^Across parking lot from  
Randy's Rexall Drug

wooden hutch
‘Give your homo tho Wooden Mutch touch!"

WHEN IT COMES TO 
HIGH INTEREST 

WE RE REAL SOFTIES

y  7:30 p.m., Tues. 
night, March 24

* 2 0 %
OFF

on selected books of

WALLPAPER
Many from  which to choose!

Ä nd n o w  w e ’re g iv in g  a little  o f  that so ftn e ss  a w a y  FREE! *
Meet CUP CAKE BEAR, the newest addition to our growing family at Clackamas County Bank. If you take 
advantage of one of our many high interest savings options now, this little Bear is yours . . . FREE.
Here's all you do:

Simply add $1,000 to any new or existing personal savings account or NOW account 
or . . . Purchase or renew a $1,000 Certificate of Deposit.
or . . . Purchase or renew a $1,000, 30-month Investment Certificate . . . now paying 11.750%
or . . . Purchase or renew a $10.000, 6-month Money Market Certificate . . . now paying 12.346%

We re making this special offer to everyone who can't bear to be without high Interest That s why we
offer the highest interest allowed by law on ALL our savings programs. It’s all part of giving our customers 
the hometown advantage. And our Cup Cake Bear is simply a special bonus for our friends It's not a 
traditional savers gift. You can't make toast or fry an egg with our Cuddly Cup Cake. But you can make 
some little ones in your life very happy. And It's so easy.

Just come In to any branch of Clackamas County Bank and ask for the bear facts about high interest. You 
pick the qualifying savings option you prefer, and we 11 give you Cup Cake Bear FREE . . while supplies 
last (and, of course, a real cupcaxe. too).

Offer good while supplies last.
Federal law requires a substantial Interest penalty for 
early withdrawal from a Certificate of Deposit and 
prohibits compounding of Interest on a
6-month Money Market Certificate

Hurry! Space is limited, so call to sign up!
Call 668 7496 to let us know you re coming CLACKAMAS COUNTY BANK

Barkards 
welcome lots 
.of parking Sandy DeCor «*•

across horn 
Thnttwai

SANDY OFFICE 668-5601 HOODLAND OFFICE 622 3131 BORING OFFICE 663-3000


