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Gordon Pearigen of the Zigzag Ranger Station and deputy
sheriff Dean Hartley examine a pile of cord wood which was
The wood was obtained il

confiscated from woodcutiers

Hoodland bappenings

around the county

In Mt. Hood Forest

[llegal wood sales increasing

Kave Bar

legally from U.S. Forest Service land, a problem which has
increased greatly during the last few vears
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Accidents, calls keep

Hoodland firemen busy
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Wood for sale” classified
advertisments are being
read by a wider audience in
recent vears — an audience
which may include district
officials and special agents
for the U.S. Forest Service

John MeCormick, special
agent for the Mt. Hood Na
tional Forest, spent some
time combing such ads to
compile an estimate of a pro
blem he deals with increas
ingly: wood theft from na
tional forest lands

McCormick, who works
out of the national forest of
fice near Gresham, had his
staff clip “wood for sale’
ads from the Oregonian, the
Oregon Journal and the
Gresham Outlook classified
seclions

He said that in one day
there were 130 separale
listings of firewood for sale

Now let's play a math
game,’’ he said, drawing out
a pocket calculator

A cord of wood equals 500
board feet. If each one of
those advertisers sold one
cord per day, that's 65,000
board feet per day, he con

nued. The agent explained
that wood is selling at $500 to
$1800 per thousand board
feet

This means, he continued,
that between $1 million and
$3 million worth of wood is
sold every month through
these three newspapers’ ads
this assumes
ord per day 1s

alone and
that only one ¢
sold through each advertise
ment

We know that some peo
ple are wood brokers, and

sell far in excess of that

McCormick said Sameé
woodcutters deal I1n very
large volume

The agent said he had mn

estimate on how m um' i the
£

wood Deing ol
was obtained on forest ser

red for sale

vice lands ; nor did he have a
specific figure on the how
much was obtained
legitimately and how much
was cut without permits

But he is certain, he said
that “a lot of people are
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abusing the forest service s
free use program to cul
firewood

The national forest issues
free use permits which allow
the holders to remove the
holder to remove up to 10
cords of firewood from forest
service lands for personal
use only

Abuses of those permits
come in several forms. To be
valid, the permits must be
signed at the district’s
ranger station and must be
accompanied by a current
map

The maps are used to route
woodcutters to areas which
need cleanup of logging
slash and to protect other
areas, McCormick said

The agent said that when
he is patrolling the forests
and encounters groups of
woodcutters, most have
their permits unsigned

He also described a pro
blem with many holders of
valid permits taking wood
far in excess of the amounts
allowed. ““That one i1s very
difficult to prove,” he said,
but when we see them oul
there with two-ton trucks or
bigger, and when we see
them again and again, it's
obvious to us that there 1s
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wood theft involved wood on the site and carry it

One "nn]p“ca“un is that away Whenever a standing
there is confusion on the part  tree is cut, the woodcutter is
of the public as to where
forest service lands are, Mc
Cormick explained. “With
some people it's legitimate
confusion, and some others
take advantage of the situa
tion,” he said

An abuse which district
rangers and the special
agents are encounlering
more and more often is the
cutting of standing trees,
McCormick said

The free use program was
designed to clear the foresl
of logging slash by allowing
private citizens to cut up the
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