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Bookmobile stops are crowd-pleasers
by K A Y E  BA R TO N  BAKKE.
Post to r  respondent

Three -year-o ld  Chad H ubert 
w ailed.

He was leaving  the C lackam as 
County Bookm obile , pa rked  a t 
Hoodland P laza shopping center, 
and he c lim bed  in to  his m o th e r's  
ca r, he noticed som eth ing was 
amiss.

He had only tw o books. I t  was a 
c le a r v io la tio n  of a fa m ily  po licy 
th a t he’d seen enforced severa l 
tunes a m onth  fo r nearly  tw o  years 
(o r  60 percen t of his short life  span). 
E ach  c h ild  was a llow ed to check out 
five  books per v is it.

As chad ’s m other, Robyn H ubert 
of B righ tw ood, herded th ree  o ther 
ch ild ren  in to  the car, she reassured 
Chad tha t he hadn’t  been sho rt­
changed; she c a rr ie d  the o ther th ree 
of his books.

The H uberts , who m oved to 
Hoodland fro m  M ich igan  one yea r 
ago, use the bookm obile  tw ice  a 
m onth , a t W elches on the f irs t  
W ednesday of the m onth  and at 
B righ tw ood  on the th ird  W ednesday.

They are  c a rry in g  on a tra d it io n  
begun in ru ra l M ich igan , w here  they 
drove  once a week in to  the c ity

lib ra ry  and a llow ed each ch ild , 
beg inning a t the age of 18 m onths, to 
select five  books.

H ube rt he rse lf is a voracious 
reader. “ I  read co n tin u a lly ,”  she 
said. ‘ ‘ I 'm  w o rk in g  on fiv e  books 
m yse lf r ig h t now .”

When the to ta l is com puted — five  
books apiece fo r  each of the three 
H u b e rt ch ild ren , an ad d itio na l f iv e  
fo r e igh t-yea r-o ld  C arey, an ex­
perienced rea d e r; f iv e  each fo r the 
one or tw o  ch ild re n  H ube rt babysits, 
and H u b e rt’s quota — fo r  each of tw o  
m on th ly  v is its )  the H ube rt l ib ra ry  
ca rd  m ay have 70 books per m onth  
charged aga inst it.

B u t acco rd ing  to I^ s l ie  H a tfie ld , 
the bookm obile  lib ra r ia n , the 
H uberts  are  not unique am ong her 
patrons.

T he re  is A r th u r  M eh r, of 
Rhododendron, who appears a t the 
Bookm obile  eve ry  m on th  and checks 
out 15 to 20 h is to r ic a l novels and 
m yste ries .

T he re  is L yn n  K inosh ita , who 
shows up a t th ree  of the book­
m o b ile ’s m o n th ly  stops on the 
m oun ta in  and selects 20 m ys te ries  
each tim e.

W hen K ino sh ita  was rem inded  
th a t a t tha t pace she m ust read tw o

books per day, she sa id  jo k in g ly , ’ ’ I t  
g ives m y fa m ily  a l i t t le  peace when 
I ’m  read ing  "

K ino sh ita  was unable to  estim ate  
her read ing  speed, but sa id she had 
tim e  to w atch  some te lev is ion  in 
add ition  to  read ing

She d id  acknow ledge, however, 
tha t “when a book is in te res ting , I 
don’ t stop fo r  a n y th in g ."

K in o sh ita  had one com p la in t about 
the bookm obile . ‘ I t ’s ge tting  to  the 
point where the re ’s not m uch new 
th a t I haven’ t a lready re a d ,"  she 
to ld  the  lib ra ria n .

H a tfie ld  assured her th a t there  
w il l  be a new stock of m ys te ries , 
taken fro m  the county l ib ra ry ’s 
shelves, fo r the next H txx lland  run.

The m oun ta in  bookm obile  stops 
get " re a l heavy usage com pared to  
o ther places in the coun ty ,”  H a tfie ld  
said. D u rin g  each th ree-hour stop. 30 
to 35 people w ill check out ap ­
p ro x im a te ly  150 books.

The evening stops, fro m  4:30 to 
7:30 p .m . at T ed ’s S tore in  B r ig h t­
wood and Hoodland P laza in 
W elches, were in it ia te d  in  Sep­
tem be r, and H a tfie ld  ca lled  them  
" f a r  m ore  successfu l" than the 
d a y tim e  stops

She c ited  the a fte rnoon stop at

Rhododendron, where in 1 4  hours 
recen tly , the Bookm obile  served 10 
to 15 patrons. " I t ’s ju s t not a con­
ven ient t im e ,"  she said.

P atrons a re  not lim ite d  to books 
stocked on the*bookm obile ’s shelves, 
H a tfie ld  expla ined. I f  ano ther book 
is requested, "w e  find  it  somewhere 
in the county and m a il i t  — hopefu lly  
the next d a y ,”  she said.

• They re a lly  do it, too ,”  a patron 
vo lunteered

The bookm obile  m akes 23 stops in 
11 runs per m onth  th roughout the 
county. A lthough no precise figu res 
were ava ilab le , an estim ated  $13,000 
pe r yea r is spent on the p ro g ra m  by 
county taxpayers , accord ing  to D ick  
T u ff l i,  l ib ra ry  d irec to r.

T u ff l i contrasted th is  w ith  a 
$10,000 f ig u re  fo r  a sm a ll b ranch 
lib ra ry , but he said "g iv e n  the way 
the people vo te d " in the last tw o levy 
e lections, it  was c lear th a t the book­
m ob ile  is im p orta n t to  county 
residents.

T u f f l i  also pointed out tha t a 
branch  lib ra ry  is s ta tio na ry  and 
serves only one co n u nu n ity , w h ile  
the bookm obile  p rog ram  o ffers 
lib ra ry  se rv ice  to com m un ities  
th roughou t the county.
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Exiting the bookmobile are Shaundv and Carey Hubert (top step). Summer Olson (middle) 
and Chad Hubert (bottom step). The bookmobile has become a popular place in the Hoodland 

area in recent months.

Welches board 
names member

A new board m em ber was 
appo in ted  by the W elches 
School B oard  M onday n igh t 
to f i l l  the vacancy created by 
the D ecem ber resignation of 
A lan  Jensen

Jensen had served on the 
board since 1974. H is te rm  
was to e xp ire  June 30.

The appointee is Ron 
W o rre ll of Rhododendron, a 
Wes t in g  house F inance
execu tive  whose tw o 
daugh te rs  a ttend Welches 
School.

The board had o r ig in a lly  
considered the vacancy a t 
the re g u la r board m eeting 
last Thursday n igh t, but 
w ere unable to  a rr iv e  a t a 
decision.

They scheduled a specia l 
m ee ting  M onday n ight, 
d u rin g  w h ich  the board in ­
te rv iew ed  fo u r app lican ts  in 
execu tive  session, then made 
th e ir  decision in  fa vo r of 
W o rre ll in open session.

O the r app lican ts  were Tom  
M orrison  of Zigzag. 
E lizab e th  Estes of B r ig h t­
wood and D ick  Q uick of 
W em me.
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Watcners lood plans you re 
taught to eat them ail—within 
limits of course—ano still lose 
weight jo in  a Weight Watchers 
Class near you and find out 
atx>ut our neA food pians ano 
complete program for ta*mg 
oh the pounds deltoousiy'
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INSURANCE
WE SELL . . .
The personal 
insurance counsel 
and advice of a local 
agent is important 
to you in planning 
a complete insurance 
program.
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NOW checking 
accounts 
earn 594% 

>.• interest!
The Benj Franklin 

has blossomed with all 
the family financial ser­

vices you need Like our NOW Ac­
count .. a checking account that 
pays you interest1 So even while 
you re busy writing checks, the bal­
ance in your NOW Account is busy 
earning 5.25% interest from the day 
of deposit to the day of withdrawal, 
compounded constantly Effective 
annual yield is 5 47%

4**

with minimum 
balance.

Maintain a minimum balance of 
just $300. and save up to $84 a year 
in fees that you could be charged at a 
bank' If your balance drops below 
the minimum during a month, our 
service charge is only $3. And here s 
good news for our senior citizen 
fnends When you arrange for Direct 
Deposit of your Social Security check 
to either a Benj Franklin NOW Ac 
count or savings account, you H re 
cerve interest-paying checking FREE 
o f charge regardless o f the balance 
you maintain in your NOW Account

Bens Bankers are 
open 24 hours.

We re sprouting Ben s Bankers 
our 24-hour teller machines — in 30 
convenient locations throughout 
Oregon Which means anytime day 
or night seven days a week, 
you can receive cash
Make deposits and 
loan payments Or
transfer funds Any \
Ben s Banker is easy ’ 
to operate with your 
Benj Franklin VISA or K«****^ 
Prestige Card' Ask us for more details

Take charge with 
our VISA card.

(,The Benj Franklin proudly offers 
VISA The card that allows you to 
take charge anywhere in the world. 
Therf’V. no annual service fee 
Apply today!

Vfere a better 
friend than ever.

At The Benj Franklin, we have a 
whole new crop of 
services Come tn 
today. 
and
Pldn."  r ,  'S~~' ' seeds of fu- -  
ture financial
growth' W« want to be your 
family financial center

A 'A

5*

overdraft
protection.

Just for opening your NOW
Account, we'll give you 200 per 
sonalized checks, FREE' We can 
provide you with automatic overdraft

Check, save and charge 
w ith  an old friend.

The 
Beni? 

Franklin
FEDCRAl SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSN
$ 1 billion strong Serving Oregon 
since 1925 More than 50 offices 
throughout Oregon
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