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Physician debunks toxic shock myths

by KAYE BARTON BAKKE
Post ( orrespondent

A Gresham physician
addressed a  special
assembly of female students
and staff st Sandy Union
High School on Tuesday and
debunked a few myths about
the mudm-puhhmnd “toxic
shock syndrome. "

It is not true that males do
not need to worry about the
condition, said Marcella
Flores, an emergency room
physicial at Gresham
Community Hospital — %
percent of cases reported
eoccurred in women, but men
are not exempt.

Nor is it true that if a
female is not menstruating
or does not use tampons she
is free from danger. Flores
said the extensive media
coverage of the relatively
new, highly mysterious
illness, and its emphasis on
the statistics which link the

syndrome with tampon
usage, have created a “false
security’’ in some women

“They say, ‘I dom't use
tampons, so ['m not going to
get toxic shock syndrome’,”
she said, “but that's not
true.”

Toxic shock syndrome is a
flulike condition with a
distinctive set of symptoms
first identified in medical
literature in November, 1978
The original report was
based on seven cases, in
volving patients from the
ages of eight to 17 years
Three of the seven were
males.

More recent research has
linked the syndrome with
tampon wusage during
menstruation, and one major
manufacturer of a popular
brand of tampons withdrew
them from the market

Flores acknowledged that
9% percent of the women
afflicted with the syndrome
are stricken with symptoms

Busy board delays

Members of Sandy Union
High School District's board
met four times in eight days
Jan. 5 through 12. The first
three sessions were budget
committee meetings, with
the most recent being the
regular monthly board
meeting

The budget committee is
comprised of the five district
board members and five
private citizens. The com-
mittee completed its
examination of the budget
document Friday, Jan. 9

The next budget meeting
will be held tonight, Jan. 15,
in Rooms 50-51 at the high
school. The committee will
begin deliberation on the
budget document and con-
sideration of items for the
“B™ ballot in the March 31
levy election

DALE NICHOLLS

Local realtor
named dsrector
of state group

A local man has been
named state director of the
Oregon Association of
Realtors

The appointment of Dale
Nicholls president of
Pioneer Real Estate of
Sandy, was announced last
Friday by James Riggle
pr*wv*' of the Clackamas

wunty Board of Realtors

Nicholls has a long history
f Realty Board service and

leadershup He served as
president of the Palmdale
alif Board of Realtors in
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Dump site for
Christmas tree

announced
e SILE s [ ad
nalmne das a eclion poimt

for old Christmas trees
Sandy resioenis wino are
searchung for a place U
fiscard their used tree may
ake it to 17771 Tupper Road
ad jacent to the Tupper Park

site, within the next week
and 1t will be disposed of

During Monday night's
board meeting, a hearing on
the dismissal of teacher Joan
Ferdun, originally scheduled
for Jan. 15, was postponed
for two weeks at the request
of Mrs. Ferdun's attorneys

Dastrict Superintendent
Jack Peters reported that the
district's secretary Glenda
Carmony submitted her
resignation effective Jan. 16
Carmony will remain on the
job until a replacement can
be found

Board Chairman Pete

during their menstrual
periods or shortly thereafter

But she also cited exam-
ples of pre-adolescent and
post-menopausal females
contracting the illness, In
addition to the cases
reported among males

An organism known as
staphylococcus aureus has
been linked statistically with
the syndrome, although
Flores said she couldn't list
staph aureus as a cause. Men
and non-menstruating
women who contract the
illness usually have abcesses
or skin infections somewhere
on their bodies in which
staph aureus is involved, she
said

Flores pointed out that up
to 17 percent of the general
female population have
staph aureus present in their
vaginal tract or nasal
passages, but that these
women did not have a
greater risk of being stricken
by toxic shock syndrome

bearing

Griffin said, “1 hate to see
Glenda leave. She's done a
wonderful job.” Carmony
has worked for the district
five years, in her presemt
capacity 3': vears

Peters also reported that
an at-large position on the
school board will be included
on the March 31 ballot. The
position is currently filled by
Paul Tucker from the Bull
Run Elementary School
District. Deadline for can-
didates to file with the county
election board is Feb. 24
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PUT MICROWAVE
COOKING WHERE
IT BELONGS!

ELECTRONIC
TOUCH CONTROL
COOKING

Cabinet Mounted with Buift-in Vent & Cooktop Light
EVERYTHING YOU'VE WANTED IN
MICROWAVE COOKING CONVENIENCE

YOU CAN COUNT ON GE FOR GREAT IDEAS IN CODKING!

Across from TJ's
7425 Shelley
5686673

In response to a barrage of
guestions aimed at her
following the presentation,
Flores said that use of birth
control pills seems to offer
women some protection
against the disease, judging
by statistical patterns

She said there is no in
dication the disease can be
transmitted through sexual
intercourse

The most effective
treatment for the syndrome
found so far is the use of beta
lactamase antibiotics, the
doctor said. If symptoms are
diagnosed early enough,
there is a likelihood of full
recovery with no permanent
effects

The most important thing
is for vou to be able to
recognize the symptoms of
toxic shock syndrome,” she
told the women. “'If you have
symptoms like the flu, but
worse than you've ever had
before, that is the time to
seek medical attention.”
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* ELECTRIC WIRING
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668-5016

39273 Proctor Blvd. in Sand

Symptoms include fever
and a rash over the body
which looks like sunburn
There may be vomiting or
diarrhea at the onset of the
illness, a tendency to easy
bruising, or redness of the
mucous membranes

Flores said most of the
fatalities result from kidney
failure and the acute
lowering of blood pressure
which accompanies the
illness. Fatalities occur in
five to 10 percent of the cases
reported

Flores has been employed
at Gresham Community
Hospital for four years. She
was a 1973 graduate of
University of California
Medical School at San
Francisco

John McMahan, principal
at SUHS, said the presen-
tation was videotaped and
will be made available to
interested groups within the
community
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" Katie says:
Sign up now for
local sewing elasses"‘

e QUILTING |

Starts Monday, Feb. 2. Tto 9 p.m
Four weeks Closs tee $20

e FABRIC PICTURE FRAMES

Starts Thursday, Feb. 5. 710 9 p.m
| class Instructor Sherron Pellun Fee 36

e LAMPSHADES

Feb. 12 198 26 meets 7 10 9 p.m. for
J weeks Instrucror Sherron Pellun. Fee $20

)  SEMINOLE PATCHWORK

Tuesday, Feb. 108 17 (2 classes) Tro9pm
Instructor Merna Robe Fee $12 Bring sewing
machine for second class

e TAILORING
Day class. Feb. 23 8 Moarch 3, 10:30 10 12:30 a.m
Learn to moke o toilored blazer with lining. insert
bound buttonholes tailored collar pockets
Instructor Sharon Zull. Fee $10

COMING IN MARCH:

Fabric Wollets Dynamic Denims Beginning Sewing

STOP BY now or call to sign up for
closs. Small deposit required.

|

|1 39080 PIONEER BLVD., PHONE 648-7903
P.O. BOX 25, SANDY, OR. 97055
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Kotie Colico.

Men’s Wear
Women’s Wear

‘Men’s and .
‘Women’s Shoes
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