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Gresham hospital denied replacement facility
Richard H. Grant, director of the State 

Health P lanning and Development 
Agency, announced last week that he has 
denied the $46.969.086 request to construct 
a 113-bed replacement facility for 
Gresham Community Hospital

He a Is»' announced today that he has 
approved the $24 million request for ex­
pansion of Sunnyside Medical Center in 
Clackamas

Grant commented, “ I recently denied 
two Portland area hospitals' applications 
for bed expansion because of no demon­
strated need, and it may seem inconsistent 
that I am now approving this application.

“ However, under federal and state law, 
Health Maintenance Organizations, 
I which Kaiser is I must be reviewed under 
different, more liberal preferential 
standards It is believed that HMO’s 
provide a competitive force within the 
health care system that serves to contain 
health care costs. Under these special 
standards, the Kaiser application was

considered necessary ”
In denying the Gresham request. Grant 

stated “ My first concern was the lack of 
demonstrable need to replace the hospital. 
It  is a m inority provider of services to the 
entire service area, although undoubtedly 
is the primary provider to the immediate 
Gresham population.

“ Nevertheless there are significant 
numbers of unfilled beds in nearby 
hospitals, in fact, there are over six times 
as many unfilled beds available as 
Gresham Community Hospital now uses to 
care for its patients, and all within an 
acceptable travel tune, distance and 
cost.”

Grant went on to say. “ Apart from the 
question of need, 1 was very much con­
cerned with the project’s expense, and the 
effect such an expense would have on 
society as a whole.

“ While the construction project expense 
would be approximatley $20 million, that 
whole amount was to be borrowed, and the

applicant projected interest expense to be 
almost $27 m illion in addition At a com­
bined total expense of some $47 million it 
just was not an economic, nor cost justified 
project.”

Grant explained that every time a 
hospital expends money to replace plant or 
equipment, and has to increase its charges 
to cover the expense, society, as a whole in 
Dregon. feels the effects either through 
increased insurance premiums, increases 
in state and federal taxes to pay for 
welfare and medicare beneficiaries, or 
through increased subsidies . for those 
patients whose bills are either not paid at 
all, or are not paid in full.

He referred to a report recently 
prepared by his agency which estimates 
that approximately 25 percent of every 
paying patient’s hospital b ill (over $100 per 
day) actually goes to subside government 
paid patients, bad debts, and bills not paid 
in full

Referring to the state’s construction and

operational standards for hospital 
licensure Grant added “ While there are 
some deficiencies with the present 
Gresham Community Hospital plant and 
equipment, and some concerns on the 
hospital administration’s part over ac­
cessibility, the deficiencies are not serious 
enough to cause closure, and are 
correctible at a far more reasonable price 
than $47 m illion, which then becomes a 
high price to pay for marginally improved 
accessibility.”

Northwest Oregon Health Systems, Inc., 
Portland, (the regional planning bodyi 
recommended approval of the Clackamas 
hospital's request. It had also approved 
Gresham’s.

Under the state certificate of need law, 
health care facilities must obtain state 
approvul before developing new health 
services, making major expansions or 
capital expenditures. The purpose of the 
law is to see that health services are 
adequately distributed around tlie state.

Some Christmas bonuses 
must be claimed in taxes

I f  you got an award or 
bonus during 1980 for out­
standing work, you should 
include them as income on 
your 1980 Federal Income 
Tax Return, according to 
Ralph B. Short, director of 
the Internal Revenue Service 
in Oregon.

Examples of taxable in­
come are incentive awards, 
Christmas bonuses and 
prizes, such as all-expense 
paid vacations awarded for 
attainment of sales goals If 
the prize or award is in the 
form of goods or services, its 
fa ir market value is the 
amount the taxpayer must 
include as income, Short 
said. However, if the em­
ployer chooses to pay the 
bonus or award at a future 
time, it is not taxable until 
made available to the tax­
payer.

If an employer distributes 
turkeys, hams or other items 
of nominal worth at 
Christmas or other holiday 
times, the value of these gifts 
is not taxable.

However, if the employer 
distributes cash, gift cer­
tificates or sim ilar items that 
may be easily exchanged for 
cash, the value of the gifts is 
taxable.

Further information is 
available in the IRS 
publication, “ Taxable and 
Non-taxable Income," which 
may be obtained by using the 
order form in the tax 
package. The free 
publication may also be 
ordered by calling the Tax 
Forma-Information number 
listed, in the telephone 
directory for Internal 
Revenue Service. I t  is 
publication 525.

Hoodland churches set 
Inauguration Day rites

Four Hoodland churches 
are taking part in a 
nationwide prayer effort on 
Inauguration Day, according 
to Paul Gross, pastor of the 
Hoodland Lutheran Church.

“ On Jan. 20, when the new 
president takes the oath of 
office, there w ill be a 
projected one m illion prayer 
meetings across the nation 
taking place in office 
buildings, schools, and 
homes,”  Gross said.

The local effort w ill be a 
praver breakfast, to be held 
at 7 a.m. in St. John’s 
Catholic Church near Zigzag. 
Coffee and doughnuts w ill be 
served. and leaders, 
laypersons as well as clergy, 
from the four Hoodland-area 
churches, w ill take part.

The project is jointly 
sponsored by Hoodland 
Lutheran Church, Mt. Hood 
Evangelical Free Church, 
Hoodland Bible Temple and 
Chapel of the Hills.

Gross said the group w ill 
pray together for good 
government and specifically 
for the elected officials, both 
federal and state. He 
estimated the meeting would 
last an hour.

G ross said the pastors ‘ are 
encouraging lay persons to 
turn out for the breakfast,”  
but that they w ill also hand 
out small flyers throughout 
the day in Hoodland Plaza 
shopping center.

The church is located 
mile west of Zigzag, just off 
Highway 26 on Woodsev 
Way.

Volunteers needed for 
rape assistance program

The Clackamas County 
Rape V ictim  Advocate 
Program is seeking women 
volunteers to assist victims 
of rape and sexual assault.

The program, which has 
been in existence for nearly 
five years, requires a six 
month commitment from its 
volunteers

Advocates provide support 
to victims of rape, working 
with the police agencies of 
Clackamas County. 
Volunteers meet the victim  
as soon as possible after the 
attack is reported and 
provide assistance and 
moral support through police 
interviews and a medica' 
exam.

Advocates are expected to 
provide follow-up services 
and attend any pre-trial or 
tria l sessions related to her 
victim 's case.

Rape V ictim  Advocates 
are required to sign up for 
one 24-hour shift during each

month and attend one 
monthly training session. 
Prospective volunteers 
should understand that, if  a 
call is received during the 24- 
hour shift, there w ill be more 
hours of follow-up work on 
that case during the month. 
Because of the unsched­
uled duties required by 
follow-up work, each 
volunteer should evaluate 
her time commitment prior 
to applying to the Rape 
Advocate Program, ac­
cording to Roi Hokinson, 
program coordinator.

The women who are ac­
cepted w ill be given eight 
training sessions, which w ill 
prepare her for Advocate 
duties. Those sessions in­
clude training on rape, 
Advocate duties, police in­
v e s t ig a t io n ,  h o s p ita l 
procedure, the judicial 
system and crisis in­
tervention. Classes are 
expected to begin Feb. 16.
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Frigidaire
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RANGE
Self-Cleaning Con­
venience is just a 
part of the appeal 
of this Frigidaire 
30' Range
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Frigidaire

HOURS
Mon -Fri. 9:00-8:30

Wed Thurs. 9:00-6:00 
Sat. 9:00 5:00 

CLOSED SUNDAY

Œ LITTON
M k if jb . iv r  C o o h rx j

AUTO COOK
M odel 1 580

r
G.E.
LARGE
CAPACITY

Simple and easy to use 
CLEARANCE PRICED

E N IM -A IR
ACCESSORY
SALE

GRIDDLE............................

ROTISSERIE.......................

HARDWOOD COVER___

THROUGH JANUARY

\  r

•  3 Level Wash
•  2 Speed
•  Extra Rinse
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KELVINATOR
A giant 17.5 cu. ft. No frost
"All Refrigerator" Model

GE LARGE CAPACITY

DRYER 
3 TEMPS

KitchenAid
•  Superior team insulation for 

maumum cold retention and 
energy saving

•  Adiustable cold control

•  Removable storage basket

•  Spring loaded lock

•  Available in White or Almon 
or Wheat

•  2  Cyclo» Hogu 
la, m il Pornion.nl 
Fro»»

o Thro. U iyim j 
Sofoctiont ■ 
Norm.1 Low 
No Hoot M i t i

o Sopor oto Stori 
Switch

o Lory. U p Front 
L o ll Filter

•  "O n' Indicetor 
Light

o A.ailoblo m 
white only

•  New improved 
energy saving drying

•  Heat Retaining 
insulation

•  Improved Multi 
Level wash per 
formance

•  New Tuple 
Protection

EASY TERMS
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FULL SERVICE
r

OR USE YOUR AFTER
BANK CARD EVERY SALE
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3 0 1  E. P o w e l l

FREE DELIVERY 
AND INSTALLATION
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