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Woodlots could bolster economy

The state legislature is taking
another calculated look at forest
management on small woodland
lots as means to expand the local
timber industry

In the case of Clackamas County,
this move could mean a lot of fresh
money for a slumping economy

Of the state's 3.5 million acres of
woodland in private, non-industrial
hands, some acres are
located in Clackamas County. This
acreage is broadly distributed in
the hands of 1,813 owners

The largest group — 1,423
landowners — own woodlots
10 to 100 in size. That
accounts for 57,578 acres of
underproductive forest
land

There are 377 county landowners
with 100 to 500 acre parcels. That
accounts for 64,192 county acres

Only 13 county woodlot owners
have parcels larger than 500 acres
That accounts for 11,732
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Labor bill
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this month in emergency session to
rebalance the budget against
declines in state revenue

Still. the pavoff from stimulating
forestry on idle private lots could be
big. Not only is the amount of land
great — 14 percent of total
commercial forest land — but the
moneyv basically would remain at
home. Fresh money on the local
economy, socio-econormics say, can
circulate up to six times

The trick, of course, is how to
stimulate forest management on
non-industrial private woodlots
without a costly state program
That's where crafty Senator
Hanson comes in

He's examining everything from
leasing of small woodlots to
professional foresters to a
statewide forestry district to sell
revenue bonds

He's listening to technical advice
government experts, forest

management people and even
Wi Judmt owners. Timber company
people are putting together
feasibilitv figures now for Hanson's
committee

We wish them luck

Only 20 percent of the state’s 3.5
million acres of private woodlots is
being managed at all. With a

ftrom

projected decline in the state’s
harvest, the new business from
woodlots takes on growing

importance

The state forester hopes to see
industrial,
private lots play a bigger role in
Oregon. He's set as a goal 14 per-
total harvest volume in

narvest from non-

cent of the
1985
A stronger Woodland man-
) Act could fulfill that
dream and bolster this timber
state’s slumping timber economy
Senator Hanlon has his way
Residents interested in seeing the
Senate Forestry Task Force
hrough the woods should contact
local State Sen. Ken Jernsted
subcommittee member. (VB
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Innocent Bystander:

J.R. Ewing perfect for president?

WASHINGTON — Now that both
major parties have nominated their
candidates, a band of us do-gooders,

concerned
Republic,

Elect J.R. Ewing President
slogan

“Why Not the Worst”"

for the future of the
have gathered here

to
launch an exciting new political
cause: The National Committee tc
Our

There can be no question that the
the
television series ‘‘Dallas” is the man
for the times. His handsome, square-
hat
currently graces the cover of Time
magazine, which describes hum as a

incredibly popular star of

jawed face under his cowboy

human oil slick.” And

nis

despicable record is known to one

and all

We feel we have best captured

J.R.'s universal appeal

with the

message that appears on our buttons

and bumper stickers
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Readers eye politics, athletes

Athletes’ fund
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EDIT. NOTE: Mr. Zimmerman writes &
column for Associated Oregon Industries
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