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Trumpeter swans were
once common over much of
Oregon. lewis and Clark
reported the first sightings of
both trumpeter and whistling
swans near the mouth of the
Columbia in January of 1806,
They remained fairly
“ common through the late
1800's but apparently suf-
fered a rapid decline near the
turn of the century.

Populations of both species
of swans reached low
numbers early in this cen-
tury. Their large size, con-
spicuous color, and trusting
nature, plus a lack of legal
protection led to unrestricted
killing over much of their
range. They were also
commercially valuable and
many skins were sold on the
market for feathers, down
and quills, which made high-
quality writing pens.

The Migratory Bird Treaty
Act ot 1918 was the tool which
led to a turn-about in swan

National Refuge. The first
successful broods were
produced in 1958 and the
refuge now supports a fairly
stable population of from 35
to 40 birds. More birds have
been produced than the static
population would indicate,
and refuge manager Joe
Mazoni thinks some of the
birds migrate to other areas
although he doesn't yet know
where.

Last year three trumpeter
swans wearing colored neck
collars wintered on the
Crooked River near
Prineville. Numbers on the
collars indicated the birds
had come from Turnbull
National Wildlife Refuge
near Spokane, Wash. where
freeze-up had driven them
out

A third swan sometimes
seen in Oregon is the mute
swan. It is the semi-
domesticated bird of parks,
zoos and private estates. Itis
easily distinguished from our
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numbers. That protection  wild swans by its bill which is
combined with the relative orange except for a black
stability of the whistling base. There is also a fleshy
swan's  arctic  nesting  knobon the forehead not seen
grounds enabled that species  in other swans. On the water
to quickly begin rebuilding the mute swan carries its
its numbers. The population neck in a graceful ‘s with
of this species is now bill pointed downward.
estimated at about 100,000 Occasionally this species will
and it is considered common  be seen on one of Oregon’s
in many areas where it rivers or lakes, but usually in
formerly was abundant: close association with human
But in 1929 it was con- habitation,
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Lee Meat Company
Sandy 668
Custom Slaughtering

Grain Fed Locker Beef
e Cut, Wrapped & Frozen —Locker Packs

Cattle Hauling on Tuesdays
We Do Our Own Cure .. Smoking

Beaverion Mall 643-6538 — Vancouver Mall 892-8907
East Portiand, 181st & Glisan (Next 1o Albertsons) 667-3403




