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Hoodland residents circulate petition

An increase in highway
accidents has prompted
alarmed Hoodland residents
to circulate a petition to the
State Highway Division to
widen Highway 26

The Highway Division will
begin drafting a new six-year
plan later this winter. The
Hoodland Chamber of
Commerce — the leader in
the petition drive — thinks
the state should get serious
about its plans to improve
the Hoodland corridor.

At issue is the number of
accidents reported in the
Hoodland area. Petition
boosters cite inaccuracies in
state reporting they say
tends to downplay a safety
crisis.

Hoodland Fire District
reports indicate 145 traffic
accidents from Jan. 1, 1978 to
Aug. 30, 1979. The reporting
areas extends from Alder
Creek to Map Curve near
Government Camp.

Some 180 persons in these
accidents, according to fire
district reports, required an
ambulance and 20 persons
died. Eleven persons have
died this year alone, ac-
cording to the fire district.

State figures suggest that
only three died last year on
that stretch of the Mt. Hood
Highway, and that only four
have died this year.

Hoodland Chamber
President Rick Scott,
manager of a Hoodland bank
claims the State Highway
Division's reporting per-
petuates incomplete
reporting by the state police.

““Recently our bank had a
call in to state police,” Scott
said,‘and it took 57 minutes
for the first patrol car to pull
into our parking lot. You
have to wonder what kind of
reporting they have when it
takes them that long to even

respond to a call.”

Scott said that ap-
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proximately 20 copies of the
Hoodland petition are being
circulated. He could not
gauge how many signatures
have been garnered yet in
the week-old drive.

The Hoodland Chamber of
Commerce and other coan-
cerned residents have won
one small concession from
the Highway Division — an
agreement that the in-
tersection of Highway 26 and
Welches Road at Hoodland
Park Plaza warrants a
traffic light.

So far, however, the light is
on hold. The Hoedland
request ranks 43rd on the list
of State Highway Division
priorities, some im-
provement from its position
a dozen rungs up the ladder
last year.

The state has made other
more tangible concessions
for safety on the mountain
highway, which Scott readily
admits.

These include brake check
areas for trucks and slow-
down signs for trucks at
Government Camp.

Above national average

Also planned by next fall is
an escape ramp for trucks on
map corner, so they can run
the ramp, “instead of run-

ning over people,” Scott
quipped.
The State Highway

Commission about 10 years
ago acquired right of way to
widen the highway from the
east Brightwood cutoff
through Rhododendron and
has owned the right of way
since that time without
making the planned im-
provements.

State traffic deaths climb

Oregon's traffic deaths for
1978 climbed higher than the
national average, according
to figures compiled by the
State Highway Division in its
1978 Traffic Accidents and
Accident Rates on the State
Highway System' report.

Nationwide there were an
estimated 51,900 traffic
deaths during 1978, an in-
crease of 5.4 percent from
1977. Oregon experienced 721
traffic deaths during the past

vear, or an increase of 7.1
percent compared to 1977.

Oregon’s state highway
system had 348 fatals in 1978.
The total number of persons
killed in these accidents was
411, an increase of 10.5
percent from the 1977 total of
372.

The freeway system was
again the safest place to
drive with the state highway
system showing a 1978 ac-
cident rate per million
vehicle-miles of 1.98, almost
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three times the freeway rate
of 0.67 for the same period.

The state highway system
accounted for 11,830,089,981
vehicle-miles of travel
during 1978, an increase of
7.2 percent from the 1977
total of 11,035,194,552.

Based on mileage figures
(the number of deaths per
100,000,000  vehicle-miles),
Oregon had a death rate of
3.6, while the nation as a
whole showed a rate of 3.4.
When based on population
(the number of deaths per
100,000 persons), Oregon
showed a rate of 29.1 com-
pared to the national rate of
23.3

Collisions with fixed ob-
jects resulted in 168 deaths
last year. Head-on collisions
accounted for 109 deaths, and
accidents involving
pedestrians claimed 76
persons. Non-collision ac-
cidents, those in which the
vehicle overturned, resulted

in 108 deaths
Of the fatalities, 265 o«
curred in accidents on

straight stretches of high-
way, 169 happened on curves,
and 135 took place at in-
tersections.

Welches

Monday, Oct. 15
Macaroni and Cheese
Stewed Tomatoes
Cinnamon Toast
Grapes
Milk
Tuesday, Oct. 16
Taco

Bar Cookie
Applesauce Milk
'My. Oct. 17
Submarine Sandwich
Potato Rounds
Dill Chips
Peach Cobbler
Milk
Thursday, Oct. 18
Baked Beans-Franks
Popeye Salad
Buttered Corn Bread
Fruited Jello
Milk
Friday, Oct. 19
Toasted Cheese Sandwich
Crisp Vegetables
Buttered Corn & Beans
Banana Pudding
Milk

Sandy

Monday, Oct. 15
Wiener Wraps
Potato Wedge
Carrot Sticks

School menus

Banana
Milk

Tuesday, Oct. 16
Chicken Fried Steak
Catsup
Green Beans
Hot Roll
Sliced Peaches
Milk

Wednesday, Oct. 17
Turkey Ala King
over Rice
Cranberry Sauce
Bread & Butter
Pumpkin Pudding
Milk
Thursday, Oct. 18
Hamburger on a Bun
Lettuce Leaf
Pickle Relish
Tater Tots
Catsup
Apple Coffee Cake
Milk

Friday, Oct. 19
Beef Taco with
Lettuce and Cheese
Corn
Bread & Butter
Cookie
Milk

Cottrell

Monday, Oct. 15
Beef and noodles

Hot rolls and butter
Celery with
peanut butter
Buttered mixed veg
Fruit cup
Milk

Tuesday, Oct. 16
Hamburgers
Corn Chips
Buttered green beans
Lettuce
Pickles
Apple crisp
Milk

Wednesday, Oct. 17
Tomato rice soup
Toasted cheese sand.
Crackers
Buttered corn
Crazy cake
Milk

Thursday, Oct. 18
Meat loaf
Mashed potatoes with butter
Seasoned peas-carrots
Cucumber wheels
Banana pudding
Milk
Friday, Oct. 19
Tacos
French fries
Lettuce
Sliced tomatoes
Pineapple chunks
Cookie
Milk

Thefts keep Sandy police

Brinkley Construction
reported the theft of a tan-
dem axle trailer to Sandy
police last Tuesday, Oct. 2
The trailer, valued at $1,200,
was taken from a con-
struction site on Gary Street
near Van Fleet Street.

Sandy police arrested
three juveniles Oct. 3 after
they took a shopping cart
from the parking lot of
William’s Thriftway. The
three removed the wheels
from the cart and were
trying to disassemble it with
a baseball bat. The damaged
cart, valued at $165, was
beyond repair. The juveniles
were charged with eriminal
mischief.

Lester Wolf, of 39230 Hood
Street, reported the theft of
his television set to police
Oct. 3. It was taken from his
apartment and was valued at
$450.

A second burglary at the
same apartment complex
was reported that day by

Nellie DeWitt. She reported
to police that her television
was missing. It was valued at
$500.

Von Braschler reported the
theft of two metal newspaper
racks from The Sandv Post
The two stands were valued

at $230. They contained
approximately $30 in
currency.

Sandy police arrested two
minors Friday, Oct. 5, and
charged them with illegal
possession of intoxicating
liguor. Bryan Leroy Kop-
penhafer, 20, and David
Glenn Koppenhafer, 19 will
appear in district court for
the State of Oregon on the
charges.

Sandy police responded to
a disturbance at the parking
lot of Toni’s East after the
manager reported two
females fighting. There were
no arrests.

The theft of two decorative
concrete benches from
Pioneer Realty was reported

busy first week of October

Saturday morning. The
benches were valued at $340.
Sandy police responded to
a non-injury traffic accident
Saturday at the intersection
of U.S. Highway 26 and
Langensand Road.

A vehicle, driven by
Sandra Kay Frey, pulled
onto Highway 26 off
Langensand Road and was
struck by a westbound
vehicle,driven by Henry
Ashmore. Neither driver
said he saw the other and no
citations were issued.

Sandy police would like to
remind all bicycle riders that
they are subject to the same
traffic regulations that
govern motorists. That
means cyclists must signal
for turns and obey traffic
control devices.

With the return of school
and an increase in the
number of persons riding
bicycles, cyclists should be
aware of traffic flow and
patterns at all times.
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