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ìnsi usiness

tu n  \s h lry  ra n  walk through a irp o rt baggage check» qu ick er w ith  his read ily  id e n tifia b le  
baggage, th an k * to h i* own in te n tio n  Hag T aga.

Tags aid in luggage trace

Realtors fault feds in housing drop
Governm ent policy is 

ta k in g  aw ay the  
opportun ity  fo r Am ericans 
to own the ir own homes, 
according to the president 
o f the  704,000 m em b er 
National Association of 
Realtors

“ Governm ent is tioth 
d r iv in g  up in terest rates 
and m aking it increasingly 
d i f f ic u l t  to p ro v id e  
housing,** said Donald
Hovde,

B ure au
S ta t is t ic s

o f L a b o r
re leases on 

consum er prices and real 
earnings show the average 
p r o d u c t io n  w o r k e r  
“ experienced a 7.7 percent 
iW V M M  m his w«-«-kl\ 
income and 9 percent 
in c re a se  in  con sum e r 
prices du ring  the last 12 
m o n th s ,’ ’ added Ja ck  
Carlson, newly appointed

executive vice president 
and chief economist of the 
association “ However, the 
average home purchaser 
exp e rience d  la rg e r  in ­
creases in mortgage in ­
terest rates, the purchase 
p rice  of his home, and con­
s e q u e n tly  his m o n th ly  
paym ents (4 p rinc ipa l and 
in terest

“ A m a jo r cause of the in ­
fla tion  of m ortgage interest 
rates was action by the 
Federal Reserve to in ­
c rea se  in te re s t ra tes 
because the  fe d e ra l 
governm ent would not slow 
the  g ro w th  in fe d e ra l 
g o ve rn m e n t spend ing , 
causing an in fla tiona ry  
level of federal de fic its ,’ ’ 
Carlson said

“ F ro m  M arch  1978 
through M arch 1979, the 
median sales price of new

homes jum ped from  $53,200 
to $60 400 or by 13 5 per­
cent The median sales 
p rice  <A  existing homes 
jum ped from  $46,500 to 
$53,800 or by 15 7 percent

“ Because of g o v e rn ­
m e n t  c a u s e d  h ig h e r  
m ortgage in terest rates, a 
typ ica l m onth ly payment 
fo r p rinc ipa l and in terest 
on an existing home in ­
creased from  $345 in A p ril 
I f »  to  $443 in A p ril 1979 
This is an increase of $98 
each month or 28 percent 
< based on a 90 percent 
m ortgage ).“

H ovde sa id , “ As if  
g o ve rn m en t-cau sed  in ­
fla tion  of m ortgage costs 
were not enough, the ad­
m in is tra tion  now proposes 
to increase interest costs 
fo r homebuyers by ra is ing  
in terest ra te  ceilings on

depos it acco un ts  and 
phasing out the dom inant 
ro le  that savings and l<«m 
associations and m utual 
savings banks play in 
ensuring an am ple flow of 
home m ortgage money to 
prospective homeowners

“ I f  the  g o ve rn m e n t 
phases out in terest ceilings 
on passbook accounts, this 
could cause 1 percent 
higher in terest rates fo r the 
homeowner who buys a 
new or ex is ting  home in the 
fu tu re  This could cause 
m o n th ly  p r in c ip a l and 
in terest paym ents on a 
m edian priced home to in­
crease by another $39 a 
m onth or m ore than 8 per 
cen t m o re  M ore  im ­
p o r ta n t ly ,  the  ad m in  
is tra tio n 's  proposal could 
siphon funds away from  
housing and thus reduce

the a v a ila b ility  of homes at 
reasonable interest rates

“ Not only is the ferlerai 
governm ent thw a rting  the 
dream s of Am ericans to 
own a home to f i t  the ir 
needs, but state and local 
governm ents are ganging 
up to l im it  the a v a ila b ility  
of homes for A m ericans,’ ’ 
H ovde sa id  “ A re p ­
resentative sample survey 
of those tha t sell homes 
in d ic a te  th a t lo ca l 
governm ent’s no g ro w th  
and slow grow th policies, 
grow th management o r ­
dinances, sewer m ora to ria , 
exclusionary zoning, down 
zoning, badly designed en­
v ironm en ta l regulations 
and excessive tim e delays 
in issuing bu ild ing perm its  
are causing both h igher 
costs of housing and fewer 
homes.

i n  f i l l ; m  m / i C j

One too m any lost 
suitcases drove J im  Ashley 
in tou  new career

“ I had th is idea seven 
years ago when I was going 
to Hawaii w ith  my w ife ,"  he 
expla ined “ I made a tag to 
put on my luggage and the 
s u itca se  was lost But 
because o< that s licker, it 
was found in another town 
only m inutes la te r I knew 
righ t there I had a good 
idea ”

Today the G resham  
resident is m arke ting  what 
he b ills  as an a irpo rt proof 
luggage re tr ie va l system 
K now n as Rag Tag . it 
combines a s ticker bearing 
one of s ix c o lo rs , 10 
geometric shapes and 18 
le tte rs of the alphabet

ITm’ result is “ m ore than 
1,000 possible com binations 
amt. given the liag's color 
and your flig h t time, the odds 
are a m illio n  to one" that 
a n o th e r bag s im i la r ly  
m arked would ap jioar on an 
a ir lin e 's  luggage re trieva l 
rack at the same tune

The iden tifica tion  system 
cards are ava ilab le  fo r $6 95 
and fo r two m ore do lla rs the 
custom er s name is entered

on A s h le y 's  com pany 
com puter another .help in 
trac in g  hwt bags

It isn 't a replacem ent for 
ind iv idua l a irlines ' luiggage 
check systems, Ashley said, 
only an additional meuns of 
pro tection fo r trave lers 
Airline*» can trace the Bag- 
Tag ow ner’s luggage by 
ca llin g  the to ll free number 
on the tag and reading the 
s e r ia l nu m be r to  the 
operator

Besides the com puter- 
recorded seria l numbers on 
the tag fo r trac ing  purposes, 
th e re 's  an o th e r b e n e fit, 
A sh ley  sa id  “ I t 's  the 
psychological de terren t This 
m akes it  easy to  spot 
someone taking you r hag 
from  the carousel, hence a 
th ie f w ou ld  take  an 
unm arked hug ”

W ullet cards the trave le r 
ca rries  to m atch the tag on 
suitcases exp lu in in six 
languages how the system 
works so porters w ill have no 
troub le understanding Bag 
Tag. Ashley said

The iden tifica tion  system 
has been on the m arket for 
two weeks

“ Two years ago I form ed a

co rp o ra tion ," Ashley said “ I 
have one stockholder — 
Robert G ille tte  of Sandy. 
W e 're  w o rk in g  ou t of 
G resha m  but have a 
Portland m a iling  address for 
pub lic  re lations purposes ’ *

M arke ting  of the system 
was delayed while Ashley 
studied a ir lin e  sta tis tics on 
lost luggage Between 18 
m illio n  and 2 88 m illio n  items 
were mishandled during 
1977, according to the C iv il 
Aeronautics Board

In terv iew s by a P ortland 
advertis ing  f irm  in the 
Seattle and A tlan ta  a irpo rts  
showed about ha lf of a ll a ir 
trave le rs  have at one tim e 
last o r had delays receiving 
the ir luggage, and 34 percent 
have had such problems 
during  the past year

“ I lost enough tiaggageand 
I just went to work on the 
p ro b lem ," Ashley said

Bag Tag is ava ilab le  a t 
tra ve l agencies, a irp o rt and 
hotel g ift shops or through 
the company at P.O. Box 
16777, Portland, Ore 97216 
Ashley can lx* reached at667- 
7058
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“ I can 't th ink of Anything 
le ft.except fur them to te ll us 
how to clean the restroom s.”

T h a t'»  w ha t W ayne 
Rowlby, executive d irec to r 
of the Oregon Gasoline 
Dealers Association, said of 
new federal Energy Depart 
merit regulations concerning 
service stations

The new re g u la tio n s  
impose a nationw ide un ifo rm  
p ro fit m arg in  of 15 4 cents 
per gallon fo r dealers

Add to that previously 
initiated rules governing 
allocation allowance and 
p r io r i t y  cus to m e rs , and 
there isn 't much m ore than 
that le ft, Rowlby said

' At this pu n t, the govern 
men! is te lling  the dealer how 
m any gallons la* can buy, 
what to sell it at, when he can 
sell it, and who to sell it to ,"  
he noted

“ When it f irs t came out I 
was going to te ll the dealers 
to absolutely rebel Now I'm  
not qu ite sure

New chamber 
directories to 
be out soon

Sandy Area Cham ber of 
Com m erce reports that new 
cham ber d irectories w ill be 
ava ilab le  fo r d is tribu tion  by 
ea rly  September

The d irec tories  w ill include 
new businesses as an update 
to the cham ber's previous 
booklet The cham ber also 
plans to include a new c ity  
m ap of the dow ntown sector

Copies w ill be d is tribu ted 
free of charge in some 
downtown stores and at the 
cham ber office at Pioneer 
B o u le v a rd  and M e im g  
Avenue

“ I've  fought closures I 
d idn 't wunt to do it

“ This tim e, I find  m yself 
wondering if  we are doing I he 
right thing

“ E v e ry  t im e  we do 
something, we move back 
another tw o  feet ”

Not only do the p ro fit 
m arg ins have to he un ifo rm , 
but the law requires the 
m axim um  m arg in  be posted 
in the station

“ T h is  is a case of 
c o n s t i t u t io n a l  r ig h ts ,* *  
Rowlby expla ined "E ve n  if 
we have the same p ro fit 
level, even if  w e re  only 
m aking 10 cents, it 's  the

princ ip le  of it
“ And if  a federal aud ito r 

comes in and the station 
doesn't have it posted, the y 'll 
be penalized 5 cents per 
gallon p ro fit fo r 30 days.

" I t  seems a pure and 
de libera te  attem pt to d ive rt 
a ttention of the public away 
from  them ’ ’

Rowlby noted sessions w ith  
dealer representatives in San 
Francisco and Washington, 
I)  C., both of w hich he 
a tte n d e d , in  w h ich  
newspaper« in those cities 
prin ted  reports of hearing 
find ings soon a fte r nr during 
the hearings.
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Enhances the natural grain Covers old paint with a tough
and texture of new wood acrylic finish that lasts for years Perfect for re-doing stain or

Penetrates for lasting Keeps your home looking paint
protection fresh and bright Looks beautiful after years of

Perfect tor fences, decks and Cleans up easily with soap wear
your home. and water Fast soap and water cleanup

Guaranteed against cracking, Guaranteed satisfaction or Guaranteed against cracking,
peeling and blistering. your money back peeling and blistering.

Op«n 9*5:30, M on.-Fri. 
and 9-4:30 on Saturday

SERVICE
IS OUR BUSINESS

SATISFACTION 
IS OUR OO Al I

Sandy DeCor
CENTER

On Meinig Ave. in Sandy, 
across from Thriftway
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