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 TV: The Family
Viewpoint

by Mary Kay Adams

‘Amahl’ and ‘Nutcracker’
Ideal Family Viewing

Tis the season to draw your chairs around the warm
flickering light of the television set and settle down
together for some good old-fashioned family viewing. On
the night before Christmas, two offerings—NBC's ‘Amahl
and the Night Visitors’ and CBS's 'The Nutcracker
provide excellent family entertainment as well as an
opportunity for creative conversation. The holiday
excitement, already crackling in the air, sets the scene
tor special family sharning

The key to transtorming passive wviewing into an
active learning experience is preparation. One wouldn't
attend an unfamihar opera or play without first reading
a libretto or a critc’'s review, or asking a friend for an
opinion. Your children's viewing will be more fruitful if
there is preparation

Before seeing the Christmas opera, tell your children
something about Amahl, the lame boy. Discuss what a
handic Ltp'mp‘;rn, to a child and the wmportance of a
crutch. Explain that an opera i1s a drama set to musi
that the singing and the orchestra heighten the emotions
It may interest your children to know that this particular
opera, written by Gian-Carlo Menotti, was filmed on
location in Israe! and in a studio in England
Thirteen-year-old Robert Sapolsky stars as Amahl along
with a cast of Metropolitan Opera performers

After viewing the program, encourage your child to
express his or her feelings about the ending. Was it a
surprise to find that Amahl was miraculously cured when
he otfered his crutch—his most precious possession—as
a gift to the new-born Christ child? How did the music
convey the emotions of the character? You may want
to discuss the young actor who portrays Amahl—how is
his life the same or different from other young
people’'s?

Mikhail Baryshnikov and Gelsey Kirkland, the brilliant
ballet stars, dance in Baryshnikov's first choreographic
effort, 'The Nutcracker.’ Before viewing this classic ballet
based on a tale by E T A Hoffman, obtain a recording
and give your child the opportunity to hear Tchaikovsky's
unforgettable musical score. Your children may not be
able to sit still during the rousing ‘March of the Tin
Soldiers,’ so encourage them to interpret the music with
their own actions. They will soon be marching gleefully
around the room, unaware of their enjoyment of

classical'’” music. Explain to them that ballet is just
that—using dance movements to act out a story or
express feelings

Ag.jlr‘ as with "Amahl talk about the emotions of
the characters. Have your children ever dreamed, like
little Clara, that a favorite toy has come to life? What
other dreams have they had? You may be surprised at
the imaginative responses you receive But be prepared
to answer questions as well as ask them. Don't be afraid
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LOVE EXPERTS

? TOMORROW Host: Tom
yder. Guest: Elisabeth
Kubler-Ross, psychiatrist and
authority on death and dying

Justice’ Orin and Lavinia
admit to the murder of
Captain Brant. Their horrified
mother shoots herself in her
grief. The orphaned children
go off to the South and return
yearly to see their respective
lovers. (60 mins.)
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ABC NEWS CLOSEUP
he Politics Of Torture' ABC
News will examine President
Carter's human rights policy
and its effects on U.S. allies.

ABC News cameras travel to (R; 60 mins.)
Chile, Iran and the Phillipines NEWS

to tell the story of human
rights and the stories of the
victims of torture and op
pression. (60 mins.)
INTO THE MORNING:
LLA CATHER'S AMERICA
This documentary, narrated
by Hal Holbrook, evokes the
lite and times of one of
America’'s most idiosyncratic
writers, Willa Cather. The film
includes locales that play a
central part in her works. (60
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- IS program is a her decline into alcoholism
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to share 10:30
Christmas and Chanukah are times of joy and (12] NEWSMAKERS
sharing why not share the joy of television with your
farmly ? aa NEWS
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paramilitary group led by a
retired general. (R; 2 hrs., 15

Political cartoonists
Bill Mauldin, Pat Oliphant and
Edward Sorel, Part |
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passage of the new ethics
code in the House and
Senate, as expressed by
many of the Congressmen
who were involved,
9:00
CHARLIE'S ANGELS
Sabrina, Kelly and Kris set
out to track down a philan-
dering truck driver, who,
unknown to everyone except
some jewel thieves, has
hauled around a fortune ih
stolen gems. (R; 60 mins.)
WEDNESDAY NIGHT AT
E MOVIES ‘Car Wash'
Stars: Richard Pryor, George
Carlin. A Los Angeles car
wash operates with uncanny
success despite the antics of
an improbable collection of
employees. (2 hrs.)
r GREAT PERFORMANCES
. pisode Four. ‘Mourning
i Becomes Electra: An Act of
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NBC's Saturday Night Live’) star as two employees of an urban car
Wednesday Night at the Movies,’

Dec. 27

an escapee from prison
where he has been serving a
sentence for stealing a loaf of
bread to feed his starving
family. (3 hrs.)
DICK CLARK'S LIVE
DNESDAY Dick's guests
are David Frye, Cork Proctor,
stuntman Dar Robinson, the
Marquis Chimps, plus an
interview with Pete Best, the
Beatles' original drummer.
(60 mins.)
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