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andy youths report recent

by KAYE BARTON

It was just another family fishing trip
for the Brader family on the weekend of
July 8-9

Sons Robert and Stephen were ex-
ploring on the far side of the lake while
their parents, Donald and Macy, hauled
in crayfish from the boat

But the legend of Bigfoot turned the
routine outing into an adventure

The boys were looking for caves in a
rocky landslide area in the Mt. Jef-
ferson-Metolius River region

“We came up on a deep hole, with
cold air rushing out,” 14-year-old
Stephen related. “We made a torch
before entering so we'd be able to see.”

His younger brother, Robert,
jumped ahead of the story. “*“We think it
was the torch that scared him,” he
interjected. Stephen explains that they
saw nothing unusual until they made a
second venture into the cave through a
back entrance
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Then he interrupts himself. *‘Look, 1
never really believed in Bigfoot. But 1
was scared of something when |1 came
out of that cave."

After sighting what he believed to be
Bigfoot, Stephen sent his brother in for
a look

“I saw him sitting on a big rock, well
inside the opening,”’ Robert relates
“My eyes were well adjusted to the
darkness, and | saw a tall, hairy animal
with dark skin.”

The brothers compared the creature
they saw with pictures of primitive
man. Robert believes the animal was
female because the breasts seemed to
be developed. But both boys continue to
refer to the creature as male.

SEPARATE SIGHTINGS

“We didn't see the creature at the
same time,” Stephen explained. "So
when we got together we compared our
descriptions and they matched pretty
closely

They agreed that the animal had a

small head, “no smaller than a

human’s,"" but out of proportion to its

size."”

The boys debated over the animal's
height. “How tall is that door jamb?"
one of them asked. ‘'l think that's about
right.”

But his brother disagreed. **No it was
a little taller,” he said, gesturing to a
point above the door, perhaps seven
and a half feet high.

The family returned to Sandy without
further sightings. The boys' father
remained unconvinced.

Mrs. Brader explained that her
husband’s scientific training (he is an
engineer employed with the Bonneville
Power Administration) makes him
skeptical of anything that can’'t be
proven.

“Shall 1 drop you off in Scotland so
you can look for the Loch Ness monster

- or would you prefer the North Pole
and Santa Claus?"" he asked them.
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THREE SANDY vouths study an Oregon
map to pinpoint the location of the
Bigfoot

sighting they
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Mrs. Brader is less skeptical. "'l can’t
say what it was, but I trust the boys’
judgement completely,” she asserts

The reported sighting occured on
Friday, July 7. By the next weekend,
the boys had organized a return ex
pedition to continue the search. In the
second party were Dan Sheehan ol
Brightwood, a long-time Bigfool en-
thusiast, and Chuck Spradling and son
Robert, of Sandy

The second expedition took cameras
along, Sheehan's equipped with a
telephoto lens. They also took a canoe
and kayak to travel to the far side of the
lake and some fruit for the creature
because they believed it was her-
bivorous.

PRIVATE SEARCH

The party waited all day before
moving in on the cave because the
beach was crowded and they wanted to
make their search in private. Sheehan
and the boys were afraid the animal
might be harmed if too many people
took up the search.

The expedition brought back no
evidence which a skeptic would con-
sider conclusive. They hoped to find
hairs or tracks, but the terrain was so
rocky that no footprints were made. On
their second trip they noticed the rot-
tenegg, musky smell which Sheeham
says is characteristically associated
with Bigfoot. But they did not sight an
animals.

The brothers believe that the
creature they saw is an intelligent one
who destroyed its lair because of
human invasion. One their return trip,
there were bounders blocking one
entrance and numerous changes in the
cave’s interior which the boys attribute
to intentional destruction. They also
speculate that the animal might have
psychic powers, which is a common
theory, according to Sheehan.

The group discarded their original

‘Bigfoot’ sighting
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THIS IS a man-made version of the legendary Bigfoot, but this month a local
family reported a sighting of the elusive creature while on a fishing trip in eastern

Oregon.

assumption that the creature sub-
sisted solely on berries and plants when
they found large pile of crawdad
remains near a boulder. They believe
the creature sat on the boulder and
consumed its catch ‘of crawdads by
crushing the bodies and sucking out the
juices, then spitting out the remains

The brothers know precisely what
they'd have done if the second ex-
pedition had sighted and photographed
“We would have sold the pictures and
given the money to some good causes,”
Stephen explained. “One thing we'd
like to do is to ‘spread the light’ that
Bigfoot really exists.”
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Lafky wi d for Post
The Sandy Post has been The second-place award in
awarded an honor for ex- competition with larger state
cellence in feature writing in  weekly papers exceeding
competition with other 2700 circulation was
weekly newspapers presented at Sunriver Lodge
throughout Oregon near Bend last Saturday
The award honored Sue The Springfield News
Lafky's Nov. 3, 1977, feature  topped the field of larger
titled ‘‘Rape: It even hap weekly papers in feature
pens in nice towns.” writing, while The Oregon
The story reported the  Journal won feature writing
possible danger of rape in  honors in the daily division
Sandy, plus ways to respond The 1978 Oregon
to an attack. Newspaper Publishers
“The story was well Association Better
thought out and presented in Newspaper Contest was
such a manner that a judged by members of the
message is easily identified Nebraska Press Association.
with a growing concern Post general manager Von
nationwide,”’ said judges in  Braschler accepted The
the statewide newspaper Post’s award at the Oregon
contest Newspaper Pulbishers
“The quality of writing is  Association summer con- Sue Lafky
excellent,” they added. vention this last weekend : by )
Rape: It ‘h in ni
ape: even' happens in nice towns
]
one way to respond
-




