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Home and Garden

Bits and Pieces

The price of
a pretty smile

by Margaret Schmale
special writer

There is a saying, “Hell hath no fury like a woman
scorned.” I'll bet the person who wrote that never had
a teething baby

[ have been waiting three long nights for the eruption
of one tooth and it looks as if a fourth night is coming. A
stuffed up head, fever, and bad disposition: are these
symptoms of a crabby baby or these of a sleepless
mother” The advent of a small piece of bone can turn a
one time cuddly child into an anguished, aching baby
who has no idea of what is happening.

When you stop to think about it, our teeth are a
lifetime of pain. They are nothing but agony wher they
come in to both mother and child. We endure shots,
drills and all sorts of metal devices at the mercy of the
dentist to extend the life of our teeth. We spend years in
braces to straighten them for beauty’s sake. Then
sometimes despite the thousands of dollars poured into
our mouths, Mother Nature decides to reclaim her gift

So in the autumn of our lives we battle loose uppers
and floppy lowers. There is also the added pain of
listening to endless commercials about toothpaste
denture creme, denture adhesive, water picks,
sugarless gum recommended by 9 out of 10 dentists and

Mechanical harvester
picks fruit and stems

The shortage of pickers in
the strawberry  fields this
vear has led to renewed
interest in a mechanical
strawberry harvester. But
mechanical pickers
developed thus far have one
major flaw: They can't
distinguish the berries from
stems and leaves

Oregon State University's
work on the prototype
mechanical strawberry
harvester has led to
development of a mechanical
strawberry cap and stem
remover in an effort to
combat the harvester's lack
of discrimination

OSU agricultural engineer
Dale Kirk ahs been working
on the mechanical capper-
stemmer in various forms
since 1970, the same time
OSU began work on the
present version of the
strawberry harvester

There are two newly
constructed capper-stem
mers in operation. Une 1s at

was funded by the Northwest
Regional Commission,
headed by governors of
Oregon, Washington,and
Idaho

“The idea of this project is
to coordinate the whole
system,” explained Lloyd
Marin, OSU horticulturist
and superintendent of the
OSU North Willamette
sgricultural Experiment
Station at Aurora

There are many factions
involved,”” Martin explained
A group of Stayton area
farmers has developed a
harvester; there is a har-
vester fom  Blueberry
Equipment Incorporated of
Michigan working here, and
there's OSU's stemmer
capper

There are five varieties of
strawberries, including Linn,
which was specially bred for
mechanical harvesting,
Martin said. All these factors
are being coordinated and
evaluated in this project

depends on at least one of the
other segments. The har-
vesters depend on plant
breeders to come up with a
variety the harvester can
easily and economically
pick. Processors depend on
the mechanical cap and stem
remover to get rid of extra
plant and earth material the
harvester brings. And the
whole project depends on
consumer acceptance of the
fruit after it has passed
through the various
mechanical phases.

0SU food scientist, George
Varscueld conducts tests to
make sure the strawberries
are palatable to consumers

“We conduct a minmum
three-year test program for
processing  characteristics
and consumer ac-
ceptability,”” said Varsveld.
“Sensory evaluation panels
must rate the new berries as
good or better overall than
existing varieties, or we
don't work with them
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out of a baby's first tooth. Anyone that has suffered
through the long nights knows exactly what the big
deal is. It's that the tooth has finally comein!
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Loose easy fitting shirts, tunics and
tops . . . all in very drapable
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and ideal for layering for fall . . .
in @ wide range of softer colors
to blend with many pants and
skints. From our collection for
junior sizes. 13.00 to 28.00
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