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THE

ELEMENTARY

AND

AVERAGE TAX DOLLAR FOR [1977-78

SERVICE DISTRICTS

(SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS)
PORT OF PORTLAND
GENERAL COUNTY
SHERIFF'S LEVY
‘LIBRARY LEVY
COUNTY SCHOOLS

IED 09%
METRO. SERV. DIST 35 %
PARKS 04%
‘REFOREST Ol %
FIRE PATROL 12 %
CEMETERY 02 %
WATER CONTROL ol %
DRAINAGE 00%
~ROAD DISTRICTS 00 %
SANITARY 18 %
VECTOR 12 %
WATER DISTRICTS 63%
RECREATION 00%
13 %
7%
29%
00 %
09%
52%
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County staffs

By John Dean next.

staff reporter 0&C revenues were
originally intended to be used

A $550,000 drop in an- for public works,

ticipated timber revenues is
forcing Clackamas County
departments to cinch up
their belts one notch tighter
for the coming A

County officials learned
last week that receipts from
Oregon and California
Railroad (O&C) timber will
be $550,000 less than
originally estimated,
bringing the total 1978-79
county budget to under $44
million — $2 million less than
this year's.

The drop in timber
revenues comes at a bad
time for the county’s budget
committee which is now
trying to figure out which
departments and
will bear the brunt of the $2
million slash. All county
departments, from assessor
to weed control,
their individual budgets to
the committee in a series of
hearings that ended
Tuesday.

After making the painful

(m.m cul next week the
committee will propose a
budget to the board of
county commissioners, who|
will hear public testimony on
the budget around the middle
of June.

The commissioners are
scheduled to adopt a final
budget on June 27, four days
before the start of the new
fiscal year.

Fewer trees cut

Why the extra budget cut?

Don Williams, assistant to
the commissioners, ex-
plained that the federal
Bureau of Land Management
(BLM), which controls the
C & C timber lands in

Oregon,
Oregon counties according to
- how much timber is actually
cut by, rather than sold to,
timber companies. While
trees are being bought at the
same rate, Williams said,
fewer are being cut than
BLM estimated, due possibly '

sold, the county
receive that $550,000 some
time in the next two years,
Williams said.

Still, the budget must be
cut an extra $550,000 this

year.
“It's now a question of how
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Schumacher said. “‘But the
county is in such sad shape
that it has to use it” in the
general fund, he said.

The county's ‘‘bad shape”
stems from its antiquated
tax base. Last set in 1949, the
county’s share of taxes has
risen 6 percent every year,
the maximum allowed by
Oregon law. However, the
county has more than tripled
in size, and lately, with in-
flation running at 7 percent
plus, the real value of county
taxes has actually declined.

If the county is to be able to
plan its budget several years
in advance, it must become
less reliant on the un-
predictable O&C revenues.
“It would be nice if we could
get a tax base to cover the
rest of the county programs”
other than public works,
Schumacher said. Whether
county voters would approve
a higher tax base is open to
debate.

is year, the county may
not even do that.
Roads

With the failure of Ballot
Measure 5, director of
public works John Mcintyre
says the roads department
will be able to repave only 32
miles of county roads instead
of 64. .

According to a recent
county survey, more than
1000 miles
Clackamas County need
resurfacing. At that rate,
says operations director

the county more than 30
years to put all its roads in
good condition.

The park system could also
suffer. If the budget goes
through as proposed,
Mcintyre says, ‘“we may
look at closing Metzler
Park,” located on the
Clackamas River near
Mclver State Park.

The area of planning,
though, could be where the
budget crunch squeezes
hardest. While positions are
open now, they will be left
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tighten belts

Renfro has offered two
options to the budget com-
mittee: (1) Lay off 14 of the
82 deputies on the force, for a
reduction of $287,000; or (2)
lay off 10 deputies and '%
clerk for a total reduction of
$211,100. Renfro offers two
ways to make up the dif-
ference on option 2: one
would totally eliminate sick
leave and vacation pay for
uniformed officers, while the
other would fund half of the
sick leave and vacation and
maintain half-staff skeleton
crews on holidays.

If the committee chooses to
lay off deputies rather than
increase his budget, Renfro
expecls that the remainder
of the force will respond only
to calls involving immediate
personal injury. Sheriff’s
officers would no longer
respond to parking
violations, nuisance reports,
non-injury traffic accidents,
litter complaints, vacation
checks, daytime noise
complaints, civil and
domestic disturbances or
insurance reports. Renfro
estimates that these minor
calls make up 26 percent of
the present workload.

Deputy Lance Meharry,
told the budget committee
Tuesday that nuisance and
domestic complaints are
more important than they
appear on the surface.

‘“Nuisance complaints

have the potential of
escalating into a violent
situation,”” Meharry said.
‘‘Most people want
something done. Our
presence often does avoid a
bad situation.”

Strawberry
arrival due

The State Employment
Division has joined its local
office, area farmers and
Oregon State University
specialists in predicting a
June 10 start for this year’s
Gresham-area strawberry
harvest.

In the state Farm Labor
Information bulletin, the
division set the date, weather
permitting, and said picker
shortages are expected at the
beginning of the harvest.

The division also predicted
a June 5 start in the Oregon
City area and June 7 start in
the McMinnville area.

The bulletin reported
weather conditions have
been erratic in many areas
throughout the state and
cool, wet weather has
hampered various
agricultural activities. The
result is late starting dates
for some crop harvests.

Coming Soon!
* COMEDY
* MYSTERY |

Honest, Family Entertainment. Gran-
dma-Grandpa always free when ac-
companied by paying grandchild.

AR A-RSAR John

“Happy Birthday, Wanda June”
June 9th Live Theatre.
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Free-Arm Sewing Machine

DEMO
SALE

Save Big $$

90 days same as cash!

White (1 only) No. 734

Elna (1 only) No. 21ZZ

White (1 only) No. 510

Elna (1 only) No. 72TSP

Elna (1 only) No. 625U

Try our lay-away plan

" (Cases incl with Elnas)

W&___‘H.Q.W_

$539.00 269.00
with trade

$599.00 $299.00
with trade

$599.00 $369.00
with trade

$799.00 $589.00
with trade

$898.00 $698.00
with trade

39080 Pioneer Blvd., Sa
Phone 668-790

, OR 97055

of roads in

A new

savings

A natural for home heating:

GAS
CAN
SAVE
YOU
UP TO

25%!

furnace costs no
more to install than a new
electric furnace. Then the
begin. Gas costs
less by up to 25% in many
areas. lt’s the most efficient
energy for home heating...
and the most available.

Call The Gas Company.

¥ TR

The piece that fits the
energy puzzle, naturally.

Albony 926-4253; Astoria 325-1632; Eugene 342-3661;
Uincoln City 994-2111; Salem 385-6611; The Dolles 296-2229;

o Vercewve: §90-2511; Portend 22¢-4211
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Doubleknits

Invest $15 in Haggar® doubleknit slacks and
you'll get a lot of dividends.

These Haggar doubleknit slacks are the best ward-
robe investment you can make. You get Haggar'’s
quality tailoring. Handsome styling. And the
Comfort-Plus™ fit Haggar is famous for. Choose your
exact size from the rich solid colors listed below.
Completely machine washable for
easy care. And the best value in the @EV.V@T@¥s\"
market. Just $15.

BEL AIR

IN HASH BROWN
AND TAN SUEDE

'Hush Puppies’
Classy Casuals

...more comfortable
than feet! A great comfort

shoe with the classic styling to make you feel at ease
wherever you go. Lightweight, yet durable,
this Hush Puppies® casual is priced just right. '25"
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GRESHAM, OREGON 6652015 « SANDY, OREGON 668-8258
As of June | - GORDON STONE'S NEW HOURS:
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Friday Gresham 9:30-9:00
LM.-M. 9:30-6:00 Fﬂ*’ M 9:30-8-00




