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Clackamas County District Court judges vie
Bolh Clackamas County 

judges up for re-election are 
facing challenges this year.

D is tric t Court Judge 
Robert Mulvey has the stiffer 
test. Opposing him are 
Myer Avedovech, Milwaukie 
city attorney; Robert Burns, 
Clackamas county deputy 
d is tric t attorney; Vincent 
Robeson, a Lake Oswego 
attorney; and Gene 
Franklin , a M ilwaukie 
attorney.

In other elections, Circuit 
Court Judge Jacobs is op­
posed by Lake Oswego City 
Attorney Lawrence Jordan.

The District Court is called 
the “ people’s court’ ’ by 
nearly all the candidates. 
“ The bulk of the people have 
their in t it ia l, and only, 
contact with the District 
Court,’ ’ says candidate 
Vincent Robeson. The court 
takes in all traffic offenses, 
misdemeanors, and small 
claims and other civil suits 
for less than $3000

The Circuit Court, a step 
up on the judicial ladder, 
handles felonies and suits for 
more than $3000

‘ i ’ve represented every 
social and economic status, 
from crim ina ls to bank 
presidents,** says Lake 
Oswego attorney Vincent 
Robeson. “ I ’ve run the 
gamut.”

Robeson, 45, has been in 
private law practice for 14 
years, 11 of them in Lake 
Oswego.

Being in private practice, 
Robeson says, has given him 
a wider varie ty of ex­
periences than the other 
candidates, and given him 
“ exposure to the real 
problems people have.”

Robeson thinks Burns and 
Avedovich, the two front 
running challengers, have “ a ' 
one-sided view of the 
prosecution.”  Burns has 
been deputy district attorney 
for the county all of his 
professional life , while 
Avedovich has been

Milwaukie city attorney for 
six years.

Robeson would like to see 
at least one District Court 
judge on 24-hour call, and 
wants to provide a night 
court for traffic offenders

Robeson wants to see 
tigher prosecution of 
criminal defendants, "The 
way you get more con­
victions is through better 
police work and better 
prosecutor efforts,”  he says 
" I  supported the sheriff’s 
budget (request for $2.6 
million, 10 percent more than 
this year). 1 want them to 
prepare better cases.”

Robeson says he would be 
tough but fair as a judge. 
Generally he would put first 
offenders on probation, while 
second offenders would 
receive ja il sentences “ I 
want to give a man a second 
chance,”  he says.

Gene Franklin
Franklin, 52, feels he has 

the m atu rity  and tem­
perament to be a good 
District Court judge.

" I ’m defin ite ly  more 
mature”  than challengers 
Burns Avedovech and 
Robeson, he says. “ I ’m not 
going off on tangents I 
would try a case on its own 
merits.”

Judge Mulvey, Franklin 
says, “ has essentially 
reached retirement age. His 
health is a matter of public 
interest. I don’t think he 
should continue.”

Though Franklin has been 
practicing attorney for only 
three years, he feels he has 
enough experience behind 
him. “ A ll of us have 
something to learn,”  he says.

Franklin also thinks the 
court needs more judges. 
“ The load for two judges is 
too great. We need one or 
two more judges.”

Myer Avedovech
“ You don’t force prople to 

respect the court,’ ’ says 
Myer Avedovech. “ You earn 
that respect.”

The 37-year-old Milwaukie 
city attorney places em­
phasis on the fact that “ the 
District Court is a people’s 
court.”

Avedovech believes the 
court must find more ways to 
serve county residents. Two 
ways he suggests to make 
appearing in court con­
venient are to hold night 
traffic court and to hold court 
in outlying areas for half a 
day every month “ for simple 
cases ”

C urrently, he says, 
“ People plead gu ilty  to 
traffic offenses because they 
can’t take the time off from 
work.”

Avedovech is also con­
cerned with the “ revolving 
door effect”  of the court on 
repeat offenders. “ I believe 
in probation, but sometimes 
it is necessary to get people’s 
attention before probation 
has any effect. All repeaters 
ought to be aware that they 
might spend some time in 
ja il.”  In his experience, 
Avedovech says, “ very few 
people that we put in ja il we 
see again*’ in court.

Besides dealing with law­
breakers more harshly, 
Avedovech wants to assist 
the v ic tim  of crimes 
through more frequent 
requirements of restitution 
by the criminal.

Avedovech feels he has the 
most varied background of 
the challengers, including 
work as city prosecutor for 
M ilwaukie, in private 
practice, as a defense lawyer 
in crim inal cases and as a 
city manager for six months. 
Robeson has never been a 

prosecutor, he says, while 
Burns has never been a
defense attorney.

“ This is the courtroom that 
needs the most im ­
provement,”  according to 
Avedovech.

Mulvey, he says, has been 
very sick and as has been 
unable to carry a full load of 
cases “ We need somebody

young and healthy who is 
able to carry a full load ”  

Robert Burns
With the endoresements of 

most of the county’s law 
enforcement bureaus, and 
the county Central Labor 
Council, Robert Burns ap­
pears to have a leg up on his 
opponents for Mulvey’s seat.

Burns, 37, has been county 
deputy disctict attorney for 
the 12 years since his 
graduation from  the 
University of Oregon law 
school. While his
background may appear 
limited, Burns notes that he 
spent one full year in civil 
law representing county 
agencies.

As testimony to his broad 
base of support, Burns notes 
that “ the people working in 
my campaing are mostly 
defense law yers." To 
charges that he can see only 
the prosecutor’s side of 
things, he responds, “ I ’m 
not a prosecutor-turned- 
judge at all. If I didn’t have 
the frame of mind that could 
be impartial, I wouldn't have 
the support of defense at­
torneys.”

Burns is M ulvey’s 
strongest critic of the four 
challengers, citing a poll of 
lawyers taken about a month 
ago by the Oregonian. Of the 
22 judges up for re-election, 
Mulvey ranked 21st, higher 
only than form er judge 
Shirley Field.

“ When a judge fails to earn 
the respect of attorneys and 
law enforcement people, that 
should signal something to 
the public,”  Burns says.

Like Avedovech, Burns 
says he is championing the 
cause of the victim. “ I ’m 
really tired of seeing the vic­
tim being left holding the 
bag. The judiciary needs to 
rededicate itself to seeing 
that the victim is better 
represented in the criminal 
proceeding. It doesn’t take a 
dime for the judge to em­
phasize the needs of the vie-

Badger-Jordan plan approved
The land management 

plan for the Badger-Jordan 
Planning U nit has been 
approved, reports Mt. Hood 
Forest Supervisor Dale 
Robertson

The plan outlines 
management for the 58,000 
acre area, which lies west of 
Tygh Valley.

The B a d g e r-J o rd a n  
Planning Unit contains the

21,200 acre Badger Creek 
Roadless Area which is being 
reviewed under the National 
RARE II evaluation

“ We intend to be 
responsive to the RARE II

Landscaping awards offered
The 1978 Landscape

Awards Program of the
Oregon Association of
Nurserymen w ill again offer 
recognition and $350 in prizes 
to people and companies who 
have beautified the ir 
surroundings.

This seventh annual 
statewide contest is open to 
homeowners and weekend 
gardeners, as well as 
professional landscapers. 
Non-professionals will not be 
in competition w ith 
professionals. There is no 
entry fee. The landscaping 
need not be new but it must 
not have previously won an 
OAN award, according to 
Carl (Dusty) Plog, OAN 
executive secretary.

The program is designed to 
encourage beautification of 
homes and public places by 
calling attention to land­
scaping which has enhanced 
the community, according to 
R. Larry  Rowse, OAN 
Landscape Awards cha ir­
man and landscape services 
manager for Portland 
General Electric Co.

The three award 
categories are residential 
(professional), residential 
(amateur) and commercial

or public buildings, with 
three winners in each 
category. An awards 
program w ill be held at the 
Portland Chamber of 
Commerce Forum Luncheon 
on Sept. 5.

Professional categories 
involve landscaping done 
wholly by the homeowner.

Homeowners and amateur 
category is for landscaping 
done wholly by the 
homeowner.

Homeowners and amateur 
entrants w ill compete for 
$350 worth of plant material 
awards, as well as award 
plaques. Professional en­
trants w ill be vying for 
award plaques as well as 
industry recognition.

Deadline for entry is July 
31. Information and entry

blanks may be obtained by 
contacting the Oregon 
Association of Nurserymen, 
0224 SW Hamilton St., 
Portland, 97201 or by calling 
221-1182.

FIGHT SMOG CONDITIONS
A new rule approved by the 

Southern California A ir 
Q u a lity  M an ag em en t 
District decrees that “ smog 
holidays”  may be declared 
when ozone levels threaten to 
reach 0.5 parts per million 
for one hour.

All firms with 100 or more 
employees in four southern 
California counties, in ­
cluding Los Angeles County, 
are affected. The holidays 
that may be called for the 
purpose of reducing auto 
traffic when the air is bad 
w ill be in addition to any 
union-specified holidays.

process and not implement 
any action which would 
foreclose the option for 
wilderness for the Badger 
Creek Roadless Area until 
RARE II is completed,”  
Robertson said.

Robertson added that land 
management planning for 
this area has been on-going 
since 1971, w ith several 
public meetings, workshops 
and field trips scheduled.

“ There was a considerable 
amount of public input 
throughout the process and 
this input significantly af­
fected the final decision,”  
Robertson said.

tim .”
Burns has proposed setting 

up a victim services unit in 
the d is tr ic t a tto rney’s 
department which would 
help present their problems 
to the judge In addition, he 
favors more extensive 
requirement of restitution to 
the victim than is made now

While Bums likes the idea 
of holding court in outlying 

. areas, he feels it is currently 
impractical “ They’re not 
addressing how they’re going 
to pay for it. We ( the county) 
don't have two dimes to rub 
together. I f  they th ink 
they’re going to get the 
personnel, and the rental of 
the building for nothing, well, 
fine.”

Burns also feels taking the 
judges out of Oregon City will 
leave less time for handling 
cases With the current nine- 
month lag in case settlement, 
he feels the court can’t afford 
to take the time.

Robert Mulvey
Mulvey, 62, is seeking his 

third term on the court He is 
currently finishing out his 
twelfth year.

Mulvey is past president of 
the Clackamas County Bar 
Associaiton and the Oregon 
District Judges Association, 
and has served as Circuit 
Court judge pro tern in 
Clackamas, Lane and 
Multnomah counties.

Because Mulvey was 
undergoing tests, the Post 
was unable to contact him. 
However, his secretary 
reported that he was un­
w illing  to answer his 
challengers’ criticisms of his 
health and performance on 
the bench.

“ He’ll let his record speak 
for itself,”  she said.

Mulvey has said elsewhere 
that Clackamas County 
needs one or two more judges 
on the District Court to 
handle the caseload, one of 
the highest in the state. 

Lawrence Jordan
“ The judge should know 

nothing about the parities 
and everything about the 
case," says Lawrence 
Jordan. “ That’s not the case 
in his (Dale Jacobs’ ) court­
room.”

Jordan, 47, has been a 
practicing attorney for seven 
years. Before he went to law 
school he worked as a 
research engineer and 
chemist.

Despite his lim ited  
background, Jordan feels be 
has enough experiences to be 
a judge, “ You have a 
minimum period of learning 
and education”  before inner 
qualities become more 
important than experience, 
he says.

“ I have a broader 
background, more d ive r­
sified experience, more 
intelligence, and I can be 
fa irer”  than Jacobs, Jordan

says.
Jordan is married and has 

three children
hale Jacobs

Judge Dale Jacobs admits 
that he does have friends 
among the lawyers who 
appear before him, and such 
friendship might appear on 
the surface.

“ But 1 have never let my 
friendship with lawyers get 
in the way”  of making the

proper decision, he says. 
“ They would never, ever try 
to take advantage of my 
friendship ”

Jacobs also condemns the 
bar poll that Jordan cites 
“ This wasn't conducted 
right. Many of the 
workhorses, the tr ia l 
lawyers, said they threw 
theirs in the wastebasket. 
I t ’s very unfair that they 
take quotes out of

anonymous letters ”
The bar poll, Jacobs says, 

reflects only the frustrations 
of the young attorneys rather 
than the attitudes of all 
lawyers in the area

Jacobs, 59, has been on the 
Circuit Court since 1971 and 
is a 30-year member of the 
Oregon Bar

Jacobs is married and hs 
three children and five 
grandchildren
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Oregon roads face ruin 
Measure 5 vote critical
Oregon roads—many of 
them old—are losing a 
disastrous battle against In­
flation, weather, pounding 
traffic, and lack of funds to 
keep them repaired and 
maintained.
Measure 8—YES can save
roads
Passage of Measure 5 will 
accomplish two vitally im­
portant road-saving tasks:
1. Measure 5 DEMANDS 

that highway funds be 
used FIRST for repair and 
maintenance to reverse 
deterioration.

2. The modest 2c gas tax 
Increase and the fair 12 
percent weight-mile tax 
Increase for trucks and 
buses will assure funds 
for vitally necessary 
repair and maintenance

Highway experts warn that 
road deterioration is 
serious. If road-ruin is not 
reversed now, the cost to 
replace roads may be almost 
prohibitive within a few 
years. Already maintenance 
and operation costs are up 
73% since 1970.

Our roads need HELP.

Vote Measure 5 YES
M ° hw ,y lr p,ov* rn* n' Committee, Warren A McMInimee. Chairman. 1000 Cascade Bido 

520 S W Sixth Avenue. Portland. Oregon 97204, Phone 221 1470
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Dr. Robert D. Schouten
O p to m e tris t

Announces tho relocation 
of his office to:

CEDAR PLAZA BUILDING 
39400 Pioneer, Sandy, OR

* Vision Examinations • Prescriptions’filled
* * Fashion Frames 8 Tinted Lenses
* Contoct Lenses: Hard 8 Soft

PHONE 668-4313 or 668-7143
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Brickley for Commissioner Committee
Jeanie Sumner, Treos. 4520 S.E. Pinehurst, Milwaukie, Ore.
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