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Whatever You Do, Vote
Here is a not particularly healthy 

fact about the state of affa irs in our 
little  corner of the world: 77 per­
cent of the eligible voters in the 
Sandy Union High School D is tric t 
DID NOT exercise their right to 
cast a ballot in the April 4 tax levy 
election.

Of the estimated 7,700 persons 18 
and older in the high school 
d istrict, only 998 bothered to ex­
press an opinion on a m atter which 
determines the economic life  of the 
school for the coming year. The tax 
levy was turned down by 64 votes.

What makes the statistic par­
ticu la rly  noteworthy is the fact that 
educators today—and the ones in 
Sandy don’t seem to be exempt 
—are on the hot seat w ith parents 
who sometimes believe they are 
not doing their job as well as they 
should.

And yet, only one voter in 77 took 
the time to make a statement one 
way or another about the question 
of funding the high school.

It has been said that a low turn­
out at the polls is a healthy sign in 
that an aroused public means 
radical change is on the way. If  
th a t’s the case, then w e’ re 
probably in  fo r some ex­
traordinarily smooth times in the 
foreseeable future. Too smooth.

What the low turnout is more 
indicative of is that American 
tradition called apathy.

Voters in next Tuesday’s 
prim ary w ill have another op­
portunity to decide on funding for 
the high school but this time on a 
new tax base.

The old base, established not too 
many years after the turn of the 
century, allows for a total taxable

base of $248,000 in local funding.
The school board has approved a
1978-79 budget requiring over six 
times that amount to operate the 
school.

The ballot measure, i f  passed, 
would increase the tax base to just 
under $2 m illion for the next three 
years, thus elim inating the need to 
seek voter approval on an ad­
ditional tax levy above the old tax 
base.

The 1978-79 budget represents a 
23.7 percent increase in what is 
needed in local tax dollars over last 
year’s total levy. If  the new tax 
base passes, last year’s rate of $6 
per $1,000 w ill increase to $6.52 as 
estimated by the high school 
superintendent’s office.

But outside of last year’s tax 
rate, $6.52 is the lowest the rate has 
been in the d is tric t in five years.

The cost of education seems to be 
more susceptible to the teeth of 
inflation than almost any other 
service. What w ith  teacher salaries 
(and fringes), transportation, 
books, and building and main­
tenance costs leading the way, the 
cost to the taxpayer gets higher 
and higher.

But we feel the Sandy High 
School Board has done its best to 
keep costs as low as possible in the 
inflation battle. We also feel the 
board, a ll of whose members serve 
without pay, should be allowed to 
establish, w ith in reason, a sound 
operating budget for the con­
tinuation of a program of ex­
cellence at the high school.

The new tax base ceiling allows 
for this. We urge its passage.

More important, we urge you to 
vote. (J.K.)

SUHS support
To the E d ito r:

We wish to go on record in
support of the Sandy Union 
H igh School tax base which 
w ill be on the ba llo t May 23.

Our tax bax at Sandy High 
was established in  1916. 
T hough i t  has been in ­
creasing at the ra te of 6 
pe rcen t, in f la t io n  and 
e n ro llm e n t g ro w th  have 
s u b s ta n t ia lly  a ffe c te d  the  
d is tr ic t ’s m onetary needs. 
D uring  the last six years, 
in fla tion  has increased the 
consumer price index by 57.5 
percent o r an average of 
9.58 percent per year. The 
average da ily  attendance of 
Sandy High School has in ­
creased 212 students in the 
same period.

This amounts to a 25 
pe rcen t inc rease  in  
enrollm ent, o r an average 
annual enro llm ent increase 
of 4.14 percent.

The percentage of tax base 
increase per year has sim p ly 
not kept pace w ith  other 
factors.

I t  is estimated, by d is tr ic t 
o ffic ia ls , that the proposed 
tax base would allow the 
d is tr ic t to m ainta in  an ef­
fective educational program  
w ith in  the tax base fo r the 
1978-79, the 1979-80 and the 
1980-81 school years.

This three year period 
w ou ld  g ive  the d is tr ic t  
valuable s tab ility  in planning 
the best ed uca tion a l 
p ro g ra m  fo r  ou r young 
people. We urge a YES vote 
on May 23.

Yours sincerely, 
The s ta ff of Sandy 
Union H igh School

Support Hoodland, Welches
We’ve said it before and we’ll say 

it again: Put us down in favor of the 
Hoodland Fire D is tric t’s new tax 
base. The d istric t needs to update 
its equipment to m inimal stan­
dards.

We’re also in support of the

Changes in The Post
The Sandy Post gets a refreshing 

new look next week.
After careful review and study, 

we have decided to change the 
typestyle in which the newspaper 
is printed for easier reading and 
neater appearance.

The format change to lighter 
easier-read type in headlines 
should increase speed in going 
through the paper and reduce eye 
strain, since there w ill be no more 
extra bold headlines to detract for 
photos and other key elements 
competing for attention on each 
page.

The Post carefully chose a new

Welches School D istrict budget. 
The Welches budget is realistic, in 
our opinion, and does not include 
added or unnecessary programs. 
The added increase over last year’s 
budget is due to salary raises, 
inflation and the purchase of a new 
bus. (SAL)

Garamond typestyle which also 
w ill appear in ita lic s  when 
headlines warrant this attention. 
This particular typestyle is a 
favorite of typographers because of 
its readability. I t  consistently wins 
awards for papers who use it.

This format change is just one of 
several planned to upgrade your 
community newspaper. We w ill 
keep you abreast of changes as 
they near inauguration. Please 
remember, too, that The Post 
encourages reader response and 
listens carefully to whatever you 
have to say concerning your local 
newspaper. (VB)

Home Prices Sky-Rocketing
For those of us who have lived in 

the same home for a number of 
years, i t ’s d ifficu lt to comprehend 
what is happening to resale values.

Figures compiled by Real Estate 
Trends, a semiannual report of 
building and realty activ ity, in­
dicate that the value of used 
homes in the metropolitan area 
rose 26 percent during the past 12 
months. New home prices went up 
14.7 percent.

The same sort of increases are 
being reported nationwide, not just 
locally. The average price for a 
new house here was $58,500 com­
pared to $82,700 in Los Angeles, 
$81,600 in Washington, D.C., etc. 
Used homes averaged $81,500 in 
Honolulu, $50,330 here.

Figures like these make a little 
more understandable-even if not

any more palatable—the sharp 
increases in assessed values 
recently ordered by the Multnomah 

County assessor’s office. Our home 
went up 30 percent in assessed 
value, not far from the 26 percent 
average reported by Real Estate 
Trends.

The rapidly increasing values 
may look good on a balance sheet 
but they really don’t help the 
average home-owner. I f  you sell 
your present home for an inflated 
price, you just have to pay that 
much more for a new home. And if  
you hang onto your present 
dwelling, you’re h it w ith higher 
taxes because of the increased 
appraised value.

There’s no way you can beat 
inflation.

Fire tax base
To the E d ito r:

On Tuesday M ay 23, the
H ood land R u ra l F ire
Protection D is tr ic t No. 74, 
w ill ask the voters to approve 
a $150,000 operating levy fo r 
the com ing year. Not an 
inc rease , bu t ra th e r  a 
$150,000 total operating  
budget.

To put it  b lun tly , we are in 
desperate need:

1. Our rescue vehicle was 
taken off the road in  M arch 
as it  was unsafe to drive. A 
local citizen has lent the 
departm ent the use o f his 
personal vehicle un til Ju ly  1.

2. We have vo lun te e rs
w e a rin g  ou tda ted  e q u ip ­
ment, worn out equipment 
and equipment that does not 
f it .  |

3. Recently, a volunteer 
was in ju red entering the 
H ood land W om en’s C lub 
during a fire , because we did 
not have enough a ir  tanks.

4. A lm ost a ll vehicles are 
in need of repa ir, but we do 
not have the tools nor funds 
to make the repairs.

5. The area is in need of 
mapping, so we can find a 
home when we are called fo r 
assistance.

6. There are presently 34 
vo lun te e rs . S eve ra l o th e r 
well trained applicants have 
applied, but we have no 
equipment fo r them.

Several years ago m any 
area residents had the ir f ire  
in s u r a n c e  p r e m iu m s  
reduced by some 60 percent. 
R ight now that reduction is 
on a borderline status and 
w ithout needed repairs, plus 
a d d itio n a l eq u ipm en t, i t  
could be Io6t.

O ur d is t r ic t  cove rs  50 
square  m ile s  and the 
p o p u la tio n  is in c re a s in g  
steadily. So fa r this year, the 
number of a larm s has in­
creased 65 percent over the 
same tim e period last year.

We have one of the most 
dedicated fire  chiefs in the 
state g iv ing  us the tra in ing  
we need He has given us the 
sk ill, e ffic iency, enthusiasm 
and dedication of the best 
f ire  departments, but it  is not 
enough

We need the proper tools 
and equipment, and we need 
your help and support W ith 
your vote we can provide the 
q u a lity  o f em ergency  
m e d ic a l ass is tance  and 
protection against loss of 
personal p roperty that you 
deserve.

Vote yes fo r Hoodland F ire  
Departm ent No 74.

Sincerely, 
T im  Sackett

Secretary Treasurer 
Hoodland Volunteer

F ire  Department

Ashw orth
To the E d ito r:

I, E m ily  Ashworth, can­
didate fo r governor, appeal 
to Dem ocrats: B ring  life  to 
O rego n ’s ro o ts ! O ur 
tra d it io n s  o f a g r ic u ltu re , 
fo re s try  and p u b lic -h y d ro  
pow er can  p ro v id e  jobs, 
re ta in  local contro l and clean 
our environm ent

*

Bold steps can rekind le  
positive pioneer sp ir it. Le t’s 
c re a te  P u b lic  U t i l i t y  
D is tr ic ts  to replace Portland 
General E le c tr ic  and P acific  
Power and L igh t. Results: 
Lower outrageous rates and 
keep decision m aking at 
home

W hat has in cu m b e n t 
Straub done?

1. S traub moved to sell out 
p u b lic  p re fe re n ce  fo r  
Columbia R iver e lec tr ic ity  
w ith  DRPA. This PGE and 
P P & L  bonanza was 
declared unconstitutional, 
v o te rs  re je c te d  the  con­
s t itu t io n a l changes on ly  
months ago and Straub s t ill 
pushes tu rkey DRPA.

2. Straub moved to sell-out 
public tim be r by a lte ring  
even-flow concepts. M u lti­
n a tio n a l t im b e r  e m p ire s  
ing ra tia ted  Straub w ith  large 
contributions. State policies 
can produce lum ber, sustain 
y ie ld , u t i l iz e  w aste  and 
create jobs c learing  brush 
(instead of dangerous her­
bicides).

• 3. S traub moved to sell-out
fa m ily  fa rm s, helping a g ri­
business and land  
speculators w ith  Californ ia  
style developments. I sup­
po rt pro tecting sm all farm s 
as the  O regon G range 
recommends.

4. S traub ran from  public 
scru tiny  and removed the 
g o v e rn o r ’s a u th o r ity  ove r 
nuclear reacto r s iting. This 
kept h im  responsible to the 
people. Now he hides behind 
a co m m iss io n . We m ust 
decommission P G E ’s T ro jan 
A tom ic Reactor. The federal 
g o ve rn m e n t b roke  th e ir  
prom ise to handle rad io­
active  wastes.

A lte rn a t iv e s  o f con­
servation and solar keep 
Oregon do lla rs and jobs at 
home!

Be pa rt ol the greatest 
po litica l upset in Oregon. 
G ive me your vote!

E m ily  Ashworth 
Candidate fo r

G overnor (Dem ocrat)

No. 6
I t  seems to me there are 12 

reasons to Vote “ No”  on 
B allo t Measure 6:

1— I t  is designated to take 
ove r and e v e n tu a lly  
e l im in a te  sub u rb an  com ­
m un ity  governments.

2— I t  is designed to create 
another layer of government.

3— I t  is designed to in­
crease suburban property 
taxes by another one-third to 
one-half.

4— I t  is designed to create 
new taxes to bu ild  more 
P ortland monuments.

5— I t  w il l force a Portland- 
oriented, super governm ent 
on suburban com m unities 
and ru ra l areas.

6— I t  w il l destroy suburban 
righ ts, suburban voices and 
suburban roles in govern­
ment.

7— I t  w i l l create a super 
g o v e rn m e n t th a t re q u ire s  
super taxes to solve P ortland 
problems.

8— I t  w il l fu rth e r erode the 
m ea n ing  o f lo c a l, p a r ­
tic ip a tive  government.

9— I t  w ill create a state 
w ith in  a state, essentially, 
w ith  its own leg is la ture  and 
its own governor.

10— I t  w il l create a collosus 
of b u re a u c ra t ic  m in i­
departm ents that w ill not 
answer to local voters but be 
beholden only to the po litica l 
higher-ups.

11— I t  is a m a jo r land grab, 
a ta x  g ra b , a hum an- 
resources g ra b - a l l  to serve 
and g ra tify  the po litica l and 
economic am bitions of a 
selfish few

12  — I n s t e a d  o f  
c la rifica tio n , it  would fu rthe r 
confuse m an's roles w ith  
government.

Cord ia lly, 
Rod Geier

310 E  D artm outh Street 
Gladstone, Ore. 97027

Duncan

To the E d ito r:
As fo rm er members of the 

State Board of Education, we 
would like  to acknowledge 
p u b lic ly  ou r su p p o rt fo r  
Verne Duncan fo r re-election 
as state superintendent of 
public instruction.

Duncan supports the goals 
o f the  S ta te  B oa rd  of 
E d u c a tio n  in c lu d in g  the 
m in im u m  s ta n d a rd s  fo r  
Oregon schools, the new 
graduation requirem ents, 
s tre n g th e n in g  o f c a re e r 
ed u ca tio n , and the  in ­
c re a s in g  o f s ta te  school 
support to 50 percent Verne 
also is a strong advocate for 
local contro l of schools, as is 
the state board

We support Duncan's e f­
fo rts  to  leave as much as

possible to the local d is tr ic t 
in m aking the competency 
program  work

We re a liz e  th a t the 
m in im u m  s tandards  and 
graduation requirem ents are 
undergoing a review at this 
tim e and agree w ith  Verne 
th a t the  com petency 
program  should be im proved 
upon—not abandoned

In our years of service on 
the State Board of Education 
we have had the opportunity 
to v is it the Departments of 
Education in  m any states 
and we know firs t hand that 
the s ta ff Duncan has put 
to g e th e r a t the Oregon 
D epartm ent of Education is 
one of the finest in the nation.

Duncan has developed a 
good w ork ing relationship 
w ith  his s ta ff and w ith  the 
State Board. We believe this 
is the way to get things ac­
co m p lish e d  in  O regon 
education.

We sincere ly believe that 
Oregon education w ill be best 
served by re-electing Duncan 
to a second term  as state 
s u p e rin te n d e n t o f p u b lic  
instruction.

Eugene H. Fisher, 
fo rm er chairm an 

board of education
E leanor Beard, 

fo rm e r chairm an 
board of education 
F rank  M. W arren, 

fo rm er member 
board of education

Jum ping rhym es

To the E d ito r:
I  have a ra the r unusual 

hobby of collecting jum p 
rope rhym es. They are, as 
fa r  as I know, the only fo rm  
o f lo re  th a t is a c tu a lly  
c re a te d  by c h ild re n  and 
transm itted  from  child  to 
ch ild , possibly w ithout adult 
assistance.

I t  is m y hope to collect 
ju m p  rope rhym es from  a ll 
p a rts  o f A m e ric a  and 
perhaps eventually publish 
them.

In  th is s p ir it, I inv ite  your 
subscribers to send me any 
rhym es tha t they may know. 
In fo rm a tio n  abou t the 
rhym es themselves (where 
they were f irs t  heard, how 
old they are, etc.) would be 
w e lcom ed , a lth ou gh  not 
essential.

I shall be eagerly awaiting 
your replies.

Nancy L. Sharp 
3614 Dalen Place

Bakersfield, Calif.
93309

W ater system s

To the E d ito r:
The Oregon Association of 

W ater U tilit ie s  urges you to 
vote yes on ba llo t measure 4. 
It would help w ater d is tric ts  
and cities m ainta in , im prove 
or rep a ir the w ater systems 
through which you receive 
your d rin k in g  water.

The program  is modeled 
a fte r  the  successfu l 
V e te ra n ’s Hom e Loan 
Program . The state would 
sell bonds and loan the 
money to the public w ater 
prov ider w ith  an interest 
rate high enough to cover the 
state’s cost in issuing the

IT S A  LETTUCE SUBSTITUTE..."

bonds
The interest paid by the 

water d is tr ic t or c ity  is 
frequently lower than the 
cost if  they were to issue 
the ir own bonds

The result is significant 
savings to taxpayers while, 
at the same tim e, im proving 
the fac ilities  through which 
we get our drink ing  water. 
Please vote yes on measure 
4.

Sincerely, 
Craig Henry

Executive D irector 
OAWU

P .0  Box 135 
Salem 97308

History
To the E d ito r:

As you may have already 
heard or read in the paper, 
we have recently acquired 
the old St. Johns log Catholic 
Church, and moved it  to a 
perm anent site.

We are now applying to the 
National H isto rica l Society 
fo r status in the National 
Registry, and it is in this 
regard that we need your 
help.

The society wants to know 
how the area residents feel 
abou t p re s e rv in g  loca l 
h istory and pa rticu la rly  St. 
Johns Church. We hope you 
feel, as we do, that we need to 
preserve the work of the 
m aster craftsm en of the 
past, to  g ive  fu tu re  
generations a pride in the ir 
ancestry.

Please help us to make a 
s trong  s ta te m e n t to  the 
nation tha t the h istory of the 
Mt. Hood area is jus t as 
im portan t and deserving of 
recognition as the histories of 
Philadelphia, Boston, and 
San Francisco.

We have already lost so 
many of our local landm arks 
to fire , decay, “ rem odeling”  
and neglect. You can help us 
save this, one of the last 
rem aining orig ina l examples 
of our own native log a r­
chitecture, s im ply by w ritin g  
a le tte r, to let them know you 
care.

I t  should be w ritten  to the 
a tte n tio n  o f the  O regon 
H is to r ic a l S oc ie ty , and 
returned to us at the address 
prin ted below. The letters 
w ill be subm itted to the 

■ h istorica l society w ith  the 
a p p lic a tio n  fo r  re g is try  
status.

I f  you know of anyone else 
who would be interested in 
helping us save this lovely 
old bu ild ing, please ask them 
to w rite  also. We need a ll the 
assistance we can get to gain 
the approval of the society.

I f  you have any questions 
or need m ore in form ation, 
please feel free to contact us 
at 667-0184. Thank you fo r 
your a tten tion and your help. 
We w ill be hoping to hear 
from  you very soon.

M ichael Gudge 
Linda Dunn 

2017 NE 19th
Gresham, Oregon 97030

Burns
To the E d ito r:

I re c e n tly  a ttended a
candidates fa ir  a t which 
Robert Burns, candidate for

d is tr ic t court judge, made a 
s ta te m e n t th a t he has 
received the endorsement 
and support from  most, if  not 
a ll, of the peace officers 
o r g a n iz a t io n s  w i t h in  
Clackam as County.

I t  is also m y understanding 
that Burns has spent his 
en tire  legal career as a 
prosecutor fo r the d is tr ic t 
a tto rney ’s office.

Since 85 percent of the 
d is tr ic t court docket involves 
c r im in a l tr ia ls  I do not know 
if  it  would be wise to elect a 
man to the bench who may be 
obligated in any way to the 
police or to elect a man 
whose e x p e rie n ce  is so 
lim ited .

Our constitu tion provides 
fo r t r ia l by a fa ir  and im ­
pa rtia l tribuna l and that in a 
c r im in a l case you are  
presumed to be innocent 
un til g u ilt is proved beyond a 
reasonable doubt.

W ould B u rn s  w ith  his 
background be able to en­
fo rce  the  c o n s t itu t io n  as 
w ritten?

Is it  proper fo r any can­
didate fo r a judgeship to 
accept support from  any 
police organization?

Sincerely 
E dgar D. F u lle r

10507 SE 37th 
M ilw aukie , Ore. 97222

No m useum

To the E d ito r:
Why is the Clackamas 

C ounty H is to r ic a l S oc ie ty  
asking us fo r a museum to be 
paid fo r by taxes, when only 
a year ago they were asking 
fo r donations fo r a $300,000 
museum? W hat ever hap­
pened to the $30 or $40 
thousand d o lla rs  they 
a lready collected?

Before they were going to 
¿uild an 8,000 square foot 
museum and now we are 
asked to bu ild them a 13,000 
square foot build ing.

What a rotten place to put a 
museum—rig h t above the 
ugly old paper m ills . The 
h is to rica l society must have 
four or five  thousand square 
feet of sfjace already, much 
of it poorly used.

Some of the ir qxh ib its  have 
not been changed in 10 years 
Le t's  not waste tax do lla rs 
fo r a museum in  Oregon C ity.

E a rl Manning 
16000 S Depot Lane

P ark Place

For Skoko

To the E d ito r:
Clackam as County w ill, 

th is  y e a r , re c e iv e  $54  
m illio n  from  the Oregon- 
C a lifo rn ia  tim be r harvest 
The “ Watch Dog”  of these 
O&C lands is Commissioner 
Stan Skoko.

S ilently, but e ffective ly , he 
has p ro te c te d  C lackam as 
C o u n ty ’ s in te re s ts . C om ­
m issioner Skoko's continued 
vig ilance and retention on 
the Board is im portan t to a ll 
of us in C lackamas County 
and the en tire  state.

Sincerely. 
J.T. Hazen

18043 SW S taffo rd Road 
Lake Oswego, Ore 97034


