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Paying For The Service

The Post this week received two
letters to the editor commenting on
the good work done by members of
the Hoodland Fire Department in
putting out as fire that could have
easily destroyed the Hoodland
Women's Club building. The let-
ters are well deserved and we are
happy that damage was limited in
the building which is virtually the
center of activity for the mountain
area

One of this week's wrilers urges
voters to remember what the
firemen did when a new tax base is
put before voters later this year
We also think they should
remember that one firefighter,
David Ligatich, needlessly suf-
fered smoke inhalation and was
sent to Gresham Hospital because
the department did not have the
eguipment it needed to provide
oxygen to him as he volunteered to
go in and fight the blaze

But Hoodland residents
especially shouldn't forget that
when they vote, they are voting to
protect themselves. Firemen work
for the people and by providing the
financing for an improved fire
district, the people will be helping
themselves.

[{ the budget committee gives the
budget its seal of approval on
March 27, it looks like an increased
tax base of $150,000 will go before
voters later this year.

Maybe voters should look at it
this way: Estimated damage to
the Hoodland Women's Club was
$25.000. County officials have
estimated that the total value of the
Hoodland Women's Club structure
is at about $225000. Therefore,
Hoodland firemen saved $200 000 of
the taxpayer’s money last Sunday.
That more than pays for a new tax
base of $150 000 with some money

to spare. (SL)

A Discouraging Turnout

Supporters of Mt. Hood Com-
munity College obviously are
discouraged by Tuesday’s election
defeat. A $2.5 million special levy
lost by 100 votes

Discouraging as must be the
outcome, the turmout was even
worse. In Multnomah County, for
instance, only 93 percent of
registered voters made it to the

polls

Win, lose or draw, a turnout of
only 8500 voters is disheartening
We hope the college board sets
another election at a time when
other issues also are on the ballot.
A single-issue election, like
Tuesday's just doesn't draw the
volers.

Bergland on Farm Policy

The federal government is not
insensitive to farm problems but
Secretary of Agriculture Bob
Bergland doesn't agree with
striking farmers

He told 2 meeting of newsmen in
Washington. D C_, last week that a
number of crops—dairying soy
beans, turkeys, pigs etc.—are
doing well Cattle farmers are
making money for the first time in
three years although they ad-
mittedly have a lot of debts to pay
off

Cotton and wheat remain the two
soft spots

Bergland says the current strike
action among farmers stems from
high grain prices of the early 70s
Based on the expectation that these

prices would continue, farmers
invested heavily in land and
equipment. Then prices fell.

Farmers want a return to the
abnormally high prices of the early
"70s, a level the government finds
difficult to justify.

Bergland warns that all the grain
policies in the world aren’t as
important as the weather. One bad
summer, he said would wipe out
whatever surplus we have in either
wheat or corn.

Bergland ducked a question on
government subsidies to tobacco
farmers “You ecan’t mix
economics and health matters,”” he
said. adding that “‘tobacco was a $6
billion crop last year.”

No To The Death Penalty

There are some issues that
should not be decided by initiative

Like who should be killed

Yet three Oregon legislators,
citing pressure from their con-
stituents, have begun a petition
drive to get the necessary 46000
plus signatures so the people can
decide they want to reinstate

The Oregon Legislature has not
allowed the voters an opportunity
to determine for themselves if they

want the death penaity rein
stated  the trio wrote in a recent
letter

To that, we say good

We've heard many of the
arguments—pro and con— cCon-
cerning the death penaity. But it
makes no difference what the

A City in Trouble

It doesn’t take much perception
to see that New York City is a town
in trouble

Deeply-rutted chuck holes are
everywhere even on the freeways
Garbage litters side streets;
collections apparently are being
made only on the main avenues.
Mounds of dirty, grey, melting
snow are everywhere. Subway
cars are covered with graffiti,

The trouble, of course, is
financial The city for years spent

sociologists and statisticians say
about the death penalty.

Our opposition to it is that it is
wrong to take another life.

Period

Perhaps the fine legislators could
also allow the people the “op-
portunity” to throw the switch, or
line up the cross hair sights of a
rifie on the criminal’'s heart or
release the valve that allows the
gas to seep into the death chamber.

We urge Oregonians to write to
Jack Sumner and Bud Byers, both
Democrats, and Cecil Johnson, a
Republican. and tell them their
efforts to give us the “opportunity”
to kill another human being are
being wasted

It's one of those opportunities in
life we'd rather do without. (TK)

more than it took in and the day of

reckoning finally came
City employes are talking of
“restraint”™ in contract

negotiations this year aithough
police and firemen may not go
along

Not everyone is sympathetic with
New York's plight, especially when
federal aid is suggested But New
York's problems are so tremen
dous that aid of some sort from the
federal government may be
inevitable ’

.

editor

and busnesses
Only certain streets can be
crossed by car -

many deas for rasing that

money., such as raising
employers’ taxes, auto
bcense. awo-related taxes,
gasoline, sales taxes, lottery
federal funding increase in
general funds and, of course
the property tax It's our tax
dollar

There s a meeting March
13 at the Vemtura Park

letters to the

The volunteers did a
fantastic job; hopefully, the
restoration of the A-frame
will be n the near future

Many community Services
are conducted in the
building such as. Well-baby
Climics; Women, Infant and
Children's program. Mt
Hood Preschool and kin-
dergarden class etc

Again thank you for a job
well done and to all the
mutual aid firemen who
responded from Sandy and
Boring departments

Patu Griffin

Park Advisory Beard
Clackamas County

Star Rt , Truman Road
Rhododendron. Ore 37043
622 46355

Endorses Behan

To the Editor

It would be a step i the
right direction to have
someone on the school board
at Weiches School who =

vitally interested in quality
education for our children |
know Leah Behan as a
member of the Community
School Board and volunteer
worker at the Well Baby
chmacs.

She is an intelligent,
vivacwous, mvoived member
of the mountain commumty,
and as the mother of two
school aged sons. Leah =
concerned about gquality
education at Welches. 1|
heartily endorse Leah for
position No. 4 on the school
board in the April 4 election

Sincerely.
Marjorne Wicks
PO B

a very bag thank you to all of

the Sandy area merchants
who donaled the przes

Sancy

Fiurwood PTA

Driver's manual
available now

The 197879 Oregon
Driver's Manual s now
available at Motor Vehicles
Division field office
Gresham

Official say the N-page
publication has few changes
from the previous editon but
it includes traffic laws
enacted by the 1977
Legislature, as well as
sections dealing with

defensive driving. night and
bad weather driving.
related safedriving topics

The publication is
“reguired reading” for thase
applying for am Oregon
driver's license for the first
tume [t also serves as the
text for state-spomsored and
volunteer courses in
defensive drnving

Subdivision requested

A proposal for 2 nonfarm
by Fred

residential dwelling not QClackamas County Court- leased from Clackamas County, the
provided in conjunction with  house owners of the building. It is used for
such functions as local meetings,
the SOVEREIGN STATE B8OYD & WOOD community scholl classes and clinics in
of AFFAIRS \ addtition to regular club meetings. J

afarmuseoneachof the2 @
parceis

Property is located on the
south side of Southeast
Trube!l Road and the west
side of Southeast Fiurwood
Road near the intersection of
th roads n the Sendy area.
The hearing will begin at 7
pm m Courtroom 4 of the

County comments
Scraping bottom
of the same barrel
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to translate “timing” into

the message

each one takes away more
and more of the rights and
privileges and respon-
sibilities of citizenship,
leaving us less and less of our
most valuable hentage—our
right and our ability to
govern ourselves. One
wonders what we are getling
mreturn. As | see it, we have
lost every time we have
traded

As we contemplate the
scores and hundreds of of-
ficials who occupy positions
of authority over us, does it
not seem strange that even
though we hold general
elections every second year,
only a very small handful of

Sumner

wods of official
were elected by us?

In the straight line of
representative government
within the stale we have
thousands of “‘authrorities,™
but we are allowed to elect
only three echelons; the
county commissioners, our
legislative body and the

governor.

True, we elect many of the
heads of our service
organizations at both the
county and the state level
and originally it was believed
that they could and would
furnish all of our service
needs. -

By-and-large, 1 still think
they could, and should. We
don't have too much trouble
with sheriffs, county clerks,
treasurers, et cetera. It has
not been the elected heads of
our county and state service
departments that have failed
us

It has been the three levels
or echelons of elected of-
ficials responsible for the
maintenance of our
representative government
who have sold us down the
river of an “‘appointed”
bureaucracy!

As the 1978 candidates file
for election and put up their
signs and make their
promises, how does it feel to
know that YOU are going to
elect some of them by a
“majority” vote, just as you
want to, and WE are going to
get beat! AGAIN!

Oh, we may get some

Ly service depart-
m}ts:; but unless we
can reverse the trend toward
the irresponsible ap-
pointment of mrupm_uble
commissions, authorities,
directors and lesser
bureaucrats, our heold on
consitutional, democratic
and representative govern-
ment becomes weaker with
each election as we scrape
the bottoms of the same
barrels one more ume

Maybe we should consider
looking into some different
barrels

files

for re-election

House of Representatives
from District 55. The district
includes all of Jefferson,
Morrow, Gilllam and
Sherman counties and parts
of Clackamas, Linn, Marion
and Wasco counties

Sumner, 42, s the owner
and operator of wheat and
cattle ranches in Morrow,
Gillam and Gran!t counties
and development property in
Marwon County. He and his
wife, Sharon, and their
family have their home on
a ranch pear Heppner. He
s a graduate of the School of
Engineering at Oregon State
Unwersity

Sumner, during his three
terms in office has had the

and natural resources,
transportation, state and
federal affairs, school
finance and property tax
relief, and during his last two
terms, on the Joint Com-
mittee on Ways and Means
as chairman of two sub-
committees.

Last session Sumner
served as vice chairman of
the Joint Committee on Ways
and Means, and he was
appointed to Oregon State

M‘ h‘u
each of his three terms. This

[ From page one

¢lubhouse.
The Hoodland

Fire damages building

firemen. They saved the building,"" said
Bj DuBiel of Welches.

Mrs. du Biel added that until the
arson investigation is complete the
building will be closed off to the club. In
the meantime, she said there are plans
being made to use the Mt. Hood Lion's

Women's Club is
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