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Connie Johnson. 38. assistant 
p u b lis h e r o f the  G resham  
Outlook, is a specialist in a field 
that could hard ly  be called a 
specialized fie ld  That's the 
business o f co m m u n ity  
newspapenng

This broad fie ld  is much like  
that o f the doctor who's a 
general p rac titione r One has to 
know a ll the aspects of the 
trade from  getting along w ith 
paperboys and subscribers to 
helping people w itn the ir ad­
vertis ing  program s or w riting  
e d ito r ia ls  when the loca l 
c it iz e n e ry  m ay w ant m ore  
enlightenment on a pa rticu la r 
controversial issue

Johnson p icked  up h is 
journa lism  degree in 1980 at 
Iowa State U n ivers ity  His firs t 
attempt in the profession was 
managing the news department 
o f a twice-a-week paper in 
Western Iowa

As local residents realize, the 
Oregon T ra il is s till open and 
a tt ra c ts  m any E a s te rn e rs  
annually Johnson took the tra il 
with his fa m ily  in the ir covered 
(station) wagon in 1962 to 
become the news department 
head at the A lbany, Ore., 
Democrat -Herald

And six months la ter, the late 
ex-Gov E lm o Smith signed him  
up to become the publisher of 
his weekly newspaper at John 
Day, Ore., where com m unity 
jou rna lism  comes m ixed w ith 
reams of sagebrush philosophy, 
singed occasionally w ith  red 
hot b ra n d in g  iro n , but 
rewarded through the respect 
and friendship of just about

Specialists have a wide field here
every rancher and tim ber beast 
w ith in 80 miles of that “ true as 
go ld“  fo rm er m in ing  boom 
town.

Later, the assistant publisher 
shed his cowboy boots and 
traded in his Stetson for a blue 
homburg to learn the ways of 
la r g e  s c a le  n e w s p a p e r  
production In th is fie ld, his 
con ta c ts  w ere  ag ribus iness  
industria l firm s , advertising 
agencies and spoKesmen tor 
large fa rm  groups But this 
wasn’t in Oregon, and that of

course wouldn't do fo r very 
long

R e tu rn in g  to Oregon, 
Johnson spent more than three 
years at Springfield where he 
was gene ra l m anager and 
managing editor of a three 
times-a week newspaper

But the challenge of being 
assistant publisher of Oregon’s 
la rges t re g u la r w eek ly  
newspaper was too great, so 
last Sen! Pm her he joined the 
Outlook

Here, he is able to do the 
things he likes best —helping to
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Kearney advocates the giving 
of the ballot to women and 
m aking the righ t of franchise 
fo r  a ll depend upon an 
educational test

The Columbia B rick Works of 
this place has been awarded the 
contest for the brick  for the new 
Heed C ollege b u ild in g  m 
Portland.

The Gresham council seemed 
to put an em phatic “ no”  to any 
proposition to make Gresham 
more of a saloon town than it 
a lready is refusing to grant a 
license fo r a bar in connection 
w ith a hotel in the new bank 
building.

F a irv ie w  is s t i l l  fo rg in g  
ahead She is now having plans 
drawn fo r a c ity  hall and the 
recent lit t le  fire  in the roof of 
the old Scott house awakened 
our c ity  dads to the actual

necessity of a w ater system.
Our town is now all w ired for 
lights and the O W P  has 
promised to turn on the " ju ic e ”  
by A p ril I

The dance given in A llison ’s 
Hall Saturday night by the 
Boring A th le tic  Club was a 
decided success The m idnight 
supper at the  B ro o ks ’ 
re s ta u ra n ts  was w e ll 
patronized It was a fte r four 
o'clock a m. when the “ Home 
Sweet H om e ’ ’ w a ltz  was 
played

A force of men are at work 
d ik in g  the  Sandy R iv e r 
preparatory to s tarting a fish 
industry

W e lc h e s — An im m e n s e  
cougar has been p ro w lin g  
around here fo r several days. It 
even chased M r Waterman's 
cow but did not get her 

Smelt fish ing is the sport of 
the season Everyone w ill take

c a rry  out the p u b lis h e r's  
policies But on a more detailed 
scale, this means working w ith 
m erchan ts  and th e ir  ad 
vertising needs, helping w ith 
East County news coverage 
photography, assisting those 
who assemble the news pages 
which in turn wind up on the
press, getting the newspapers 
out to the subscriber -and , of 
course, helping everyone so lve  
the problems that arise during 
these processes

When he's a way from the new

OutliMik building. Johnson 
western h istory buff 
at I empt ing to combine his 
photography skills w ith a 
trave ling and book res« 
into something that may 
like  a book someday He li 
that a few events w ill n< 
forgotten or distorted ot
proportion bv television 
movie producers who try  
bard to please an audienc«

And in the process, it w 
give one a lot of tim e to ei 
bunting and fishing, woul 
it?

a tr ip  to Troutdale to see the
Sandy R iver lite ra lly  black 
w ith fish

March, 1923
Helen A lthaus of the

T ro u td a le  school was the 
w inner of the cash prize of $5 in 
the H um ane S ocie ty S to ry  
contest

The paving of Powell Valley 
road eastward from  Gresham 
as fa r as Christensen’s garage 
is asked

The Greshamas, a h ik ing 
club, w ill go out east on Powell 
Valley Road

A doubleheader game in the 
U nion H igh gym nas ium  
featured the Gresham Aggies 
pitted against Corbett and the 
Union high basketball team 
opposite West Linn

The Raker A Son garage, 
Gresham Ford car agency, has 
sold ,33 new and used cars and 
trucks during the past month

The public lib ra ry  reai 
room in the new commu 
hall at Troutdale is a ir 
completed

Construction work on the 
Union High school bu ilt 
(Corbett) w ill soon be 
derway again.

"Hello, Hello, this is WD. 
owned and operated by 
Kansas C ity S ta r.”  This 
the astonishing message piel 
up by R alph D avidson 
(»resham w ith  his homemi 
radio receiving set.

It was re p o rte d  to t 
(G resham ) co u n c il t l  
Wallula Avenue is not prope 
located and it was voted to a 
I tie county commissioners 
lake up the m atte r before wal 
mains are la id

The lix a l telephone o ffi 
force of three was reduced 
two when H J P ulfer left for
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