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City Needs Help

The present mess which the Sandy
city planning commission is in stinks.
It shows a tremendous need for some
strong administrative leadership so
the right hand will know what the left
hand is doing.

Most important is a need for good
legal advice not only for this one
instance but for every move which
city officials make.

We have attended several council
and planning commission meetings
during the past year and we shudder
to think of the number of times when
good legal advice would help.

We don’t need legal advice from a
planner who is not qualified to give
legal advice as is currently the
situation at the planning commission.

Sandy is a growing community and
the decisions being made now will
effect it for years to come. The city is
badly in need of a city manager to

The Value-Added Tax

We've heard a lot lately about the
value-added tax. Just what is it?

Basically, it is a national sales tax
designed as a substitute for property
taxes.

It would tax everyone, but a system
of rebates would make the load fall
largely on those making in excess of
"$20,000 per year.

Concurrently, states and localities
would receive revenues from the tax
to replace property-tax levies. States
would be encouraged to enact
statewide levies limited to industrial
and commercial property.

Everyone would pay the sales tax,
of course, but a sliding scale of
rebates would apply against in-
dividual income-tax returns. Poor
people who pay no income tax would
get checks from the government.

The tax obviously has great
political appeal. It hits only a limited
group of people. It would eliminate
property taxes for support of schools,

give strong administrative advice to
council and planning commission
members. Also there is a need for the
city to hire a lawyer who will be
available not only for city council
meetings but also for planning
commission meetings.

The men and women that serve in
our city committees are doing this on
their own time and are not paid for
their work. They need to have all the
professional help they can get to
make sure that when they make a
decision it is being made on facts.

This is extremely important right
now for the planning commission
because they are updating city or-
dinances. Without good professional
help the city could be in trouble.

This will take money and we
request the city council to take this
into consideration now as they
prepare the city budget for 1972-73.

except for business and industry. It
would be tremendously lucrative and
is nearly invisible, as far as the
consumer is concerned.

The Nixon administration has
loosed several trial balloons and thus
far, Democratic liberals have been
predictably in opposition. The system
of rebates may mute their criticism,
however.

A sales tax, of course, always is
attacked as being ‘‘regressive’’, as
falling most heavily on those with the
least ability to pay. Pres. Nixon's
rebate system would meet this ob-
jection.

On the other hand, we question the
equity of any system which forces one
small group to bear the full cost of
supporting the school system. This,
the president would do by effectively
limiting the impact of his value-added
tax to those earning over $20,000.

If we're to have public schools, they
should be supported by the public.

The Odds Are All Against Us

In the long, dreary recitation of our
involvement in Viet-Nam, virtually
nothing we've done has gone right.

You can add to that list Pres.
Nixon's latest efforts to free U.S. war
prisoners.

Very simply, there is no reason for
the North Vietnamese or the Viet--
Cong to release any U.S. prisoners,
callous as this may sound.

The prisoners are the only
bargaining tool the Communists yet
have left. They have been unable to
win a military victory, so hang onto
the prisoners for whatever ransom
they can extract

That ransom appears to be (a)
complete U.S. withdrawal and (b)
complete U.S. abandonment of the
Thieu government. The first of these
could be accomplished tomorrow, the

ssecond is quite something else.

estimated one and a quarter billion board
feet of timber in the area, of which just
under 1 billion board feet is economically
feasible to harvest
Buscher would not speculate on what
sort of “allowable cut" figures would be
reached, saying that all the factors of the
- study would have a bearing on the ultimate
determination of such an amount.
High on the list of area inquiries, another
Forest Service spokesman said, was a
study of the eventual and actual water
uses of the Salmon River, including a
study of public wants in terms of water
purity and possible future municipal use of

y ‘

We obviously cannot throw all our
efforts in Viet-Nam down the tube, yet
that's what the Communists are
asking. If we were to turn South Viet--
Nam over to the Communists, and
this basically is what they want, what
other country anywhere would have
confidence in what we say, what we
do?

Wrong and stupid as our in-
volvement in Viet-Nam may have
been, we can hardly add acquiesence
to Communist blackmail to our list of
mistakes.

The prisoners are a tremendously
strong issue, one intensely emotional.
This the Communists obviously know.

They will squeeze that issue for all
it's worth. Unfortunately, not until the
Communists have extracted the last
possible drop of blood will we get the
prisoners back.
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this source.

Alternatives offered the general public
in a 23-point questionaire at the conclusion
of the meeting included a sampling of
opinion on such topics as sheep and cattle
grazing in the area and desire for a two-
lane road so motorists could tour the area
in an afternoon of driving and viewing.

The Forest Service will now study
further input and tally the answers of those
who attend the meeting. Another public
meeting is scheduled tentatively for May,
at which time the results of the survey will
be announced.

THE MOBILE WHITE HOUSE

LETTERS ToThe EDITOR

To The Editor:

The poor and those of low
income were given a cold
shoulder 4t the last meeting of
the Sandy zoning commission
and a half million in federal
funds was spurned. This came
about when a proposal to build
a fourty-four apartment
complex at Third and Hood
Avenues was denied. Twenty-
two of the apartments would
have rented for $100-110 per
month. Eleven would have
received special subsidy for
hardship cases such as an
elderly couple on a small
pension or a disabled veteran
family and rented for as low as
$35 per month. The remaining
eleven would have rented as
open market rates of $150 per
month. Thus the plan was to
include some poor, some of low
or modest incomes, and some
of good incomes. The project
was designed to be privately
owned but under federal rules
of occupancy and maintenance.
The rent schedule listed would

Taylor files
for sheriff

James G. Taylor, 35, filed for
the office of Clackamas County
Sheriff on the Democratic
ticket. Taylor is employed as
an inspector in the enforcement
division of the Oregon Liquor
Control Commission. He is a
former chief of police at
Madras and Mt. Angel, and was
a detective for the Marion
County sheriffs office.

He is on the staff of in-
structors for the board of Police
Standards and Training as well
as the Portland - Multnomah
County Police Academy and
teaches classes in Supervisor-
Patrolman Relations. He is a
member of the Oregon Peace
Officers Association and the
Oregon Narcotics Officers
Association.

He holds a certificate in
Police Science and has
graduated from numerous
regional and advanced schools
in police subjects. In 1967
Taylor was awarded the
“Citation for Bravery'' from
the National Police Officers
Association of America. Taylor
resides with his wife and five
children at 9821 Harvey Ct. in
Milwaukie.

Singing group

Senior Citizens will be en-
tertained this Sunday afternoon
Feb. 13, at the Senior Adult
Center by a student singing
group, the ‘“‘United Way"', from
the Multnomah School of the
Bible.

A 45-minute concert is
planned and all Senior Citizens
are invited to attend. Refresh-
ments will be served.

WEATHER

B L P

Feb.3 2 211 N
Feb. 4 2 22
Feb.5 ice, no reading
Feb.6 M 21T N
Feb.7 “a M 0
Feb. 8 52 37 tr.
Feb.9 4 35 w0
The Troutdale station

weather readings are made by
5:30 p.m.

have been possible through a 90
per cent federal mortage at 3
per cent interest for forty
years. During those years the
owners would be limited to 6
per cent return on their share of
investment and mandatory
portions of rentals would have
to be reserved for maintenance
of grounds and buildings.

There was no concern ex-
pressed by the zoning com-
mission members concerning
quality of construction, esthetic
appeal, impact on schools or
other city facilities, taxes,
maintenance, nor suitability of
the project for the two and one-

alf acres concerned. In fact it
was recognized that the project
offered a valid and best use of
land due to the latters close
proximity to the business
section of Sandy, and to schools
and churches.

No true dialog was held in
which the need of people for
housing was weighed against
such concerns as are men-
tioned in the parpagraph
above. In fact no commission
member mentioned that the
project would be of advantage
to some of the people of Sandy
in offering homes they could
rent. Regrettably the Sandy
Post largely ignored this
$600,000 project and did not
offer a full and fair discussion
though there was a wealth of
information to be had and the
project certainly had human
concerns. In some ways the
project was a test of character
of our town.

During the discussion held by
commission members three
objections were given to the
project: 1. Third Ave. is narrow
and increased traffic might
create a safety hazard. 2.
Federal funding might be
delayed and the landowners or
architect might substitute
something else than the project
presented to the commission. 3.
All low income housing ought to

be put in one place (not
specified).

In answer to No. 1 it could be
said that the city has

easements and plans to widen
Third Avenue ten feet. In ad-
dition Hood Ave. is in line for
paving and would take a good
share of traffic. No similar
fears were expressed when the
area south of Main St. was
zoned for apartments and
having an outlet on S. Bluff St.

The No. 2 objection assumes
poor faith on the part of owner,
architect and builder. The
architect had designed and
built 52 similar projects and
had invited check of the
projects and investigation of
his reputation at federal of-
fices. The commission was
invited to have the city attorney
draw up any suitable contract
or restrictive deed which would
asure it that the project
presented would be the one
built.

The No. 3 objection really
pointed to the nub-the true
primary cause of rejection of
the zoning commission. IT was
summed up nicely by a city
councilman in a previous public
hearing after several Scenic
Ave, residents had voiced
objections to the project. He
said, “What you people are

saying is that this is a fine

' project but put it somewhere

else."”

This is the point at which
human and moral issues should
have received open discussion.
However, no commission
member or adviser offered
comment weighing the value of
the project in offering needed
housing against whatever
negative aspects it might have.

Now it appears that the
zoning commission was lacking
a quorum and that the decision
on the project was not properly
legal. Meanwhile the FHA had
received notification of the
denial and funds were released
that had been reserved for what
the Portland office had con-
sidered a desireable project
and use of the money.

The degree to which
prejudice was involved in the
decision cannot be measured
but it was considerable without
doubt. A petition had been
circulated stating that the
people signing it objected to the
project. No reasons were listed
and there was no signature of
the person circulating the
petition. There was con-
siderable in the way of rumor,
vague fears, and emotional
stress.

Prejudice is defined as
opinion formed without careful
examination of the facts. Now
that the zoning commission has
been found to have acted
without legal basis there may
hopefully be opportunity for
calm assesment of the
proposed project on the basis of
fact and of investigation of
similar projects built in other
places.

W. Pete Sulzbach

Veterinarian

joins staff

in Sandy

Chris Kleps, 29, has recently
arrived in Sandy as an
associate to Jack Keating at the
Mt. Hood Animal Clinic.

He has a degree in
Veterinary Medicine from the
University of Cal. at Davis and
has practiced most recently in
the San Fransico area.

Before spending 1'% years in
San Francisco, Kleps worked
as a veterinarian in New
Zealand and in Eucador.

While in Eucador, he was
working for the Peace Corps in
helping to establish an out
patient clinic for livestock in
the mountain area near the
capital of the country Quito.

While in New Zealand, he

worked for a co-operative clinic '

run by the local farmers.
Kleps is single and living in

the Sandy area. He enjoys

skiing, sport cars, horseback

riding and other outdoor sports. | |

COW POKES

Women make up only 22 per
cent of the faculties in colleges
and other institutions of higher
learning in this country.

THE HARDEST JOB

1S DOING NOTHING,
BECAUSE YOU CANT QUIT
DOING NOTHING AND
REST

You can rest assured
that you will get satis-
faction when you
come to Sandy Rexall
Drug. A reputation
for dependability
backs every trans-
action.
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"I've been throwed off a many ol' hoss, but this is
the first time | ever got blowed off!"
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Bank

Be Your Wife's
Valentine Start A
Savings Account
For Her At Your
Home Owned Time
& Temperature
Bank.
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P & P Pantry

Formerly Centennial House

FREE COFFEE — FREE 7UP — FREE DIXIE CUP

OWNERS
DOLORES & PETE

HOME STYLE FOOD

*x BREAKFAST
* LUNCH

* DINNER

LUNCH & DINNER SERVED 11 AM. TO 7 P.M.
BREAKFAST 7 A.M. to 7 P.M.

CANTEEN SANDWICH

TRUCK

Have a Hot Sandwich & Good Coffes At Your Business. Operati
In Boring. Damascus, Sandy, Redland, Carver, Clackamas Cwnt:"

Open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
CLOSED SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

“NEART OF DOWNTOWN DAMASCUS!”

658-9924




