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Vote For Good Education
Will Sandy Grade School D istrict be 

able to supply the children of the 
Sandy area with a good education in 
the future? The answer to this 
question w ill come in the building 
bond election set for Tuesday.

The district is asking for a $863,575 
building bond which w ill give the 
district the added facilities it is ex­
pected to need for at least the next 
five years to come.

This building program, we agree 
with the district, is a better answer 
than the 12-month school program or 
double shifting of students.

Over the past few years the district 
has gained on the average about 100 
new students each year. In order to 
meet this year's increase the district 
at present is having to hold classes in 
several substandard rooms.

By holding the election at this time 
of the year, the district is hoping to let

contracts for construction as soon as 
possible. This would mean that some 
of the needed classrooms w ill be 
available for use next fall.

I f  the levy fails, this w ill mean more 
students in each class. This w ill mean 
the loss of individual instruction time 
for each student, a very important 
element in a good education.

There is no doubt that the new 
construction is needed and the fact is 
that the need w ill increase each year. 
This levy is giving the voters of the 
Sandy Grade School D istrict a chance 
to meet the needs of our good 
educational program before over­
crowding can hurt that program.

A “ yes”  vote Tuesday, Oct. 18, w ill 
be in support of a good education for 
your youngster and fo r those 
youngsters getting ready to start 
school.

House Bill 1639 would lim it 
homeowner property taxes of 
persons earning up to 31,500 a 
year to three percent of their 
income but not to exceed 3400 
relief per year; for the next
31.500 in earnings at four 
percent but not to exceed 3400 
relief per year; for the next
31.500 in earnings at five per­
cent but not to exceed 3300 
relief per year; for the next 
31.500 in earnings at six percent 
but not to exceed 3300 relief per 
year; for the next 32,000 in 
earnings at seven percent but 
not to exceed 3200 relief per 
year, those annual earnings in 
excess of 38,001 to seven per­
cent but not to exceed 3100 
relief per year.

Thus, a person with a 33,000 
household income living in a

310,000 homestead in a 330- 
31,000 TCV code area would pay 
3105 in property taxes and 
receive 3195 in property tax  
relief. His property tax liability  
without House Bill 1639 would 
be 3300. Yet, after applying his 
income to the rate schedule, he 
finds his property tax liability  
to be 3105 and the state will 
reimburse the local taxing 
district for the remaining 3196. 
In the example, the homeowner 
received a 66 percent property 
tax reduction. As his income 
and property tax changes, so 
would the potential relief.

Who I s Affected?
House Bill 1639 will affect

over one-third  of Oregon’s 
homeowners Some 171,000 
owner-occupied homeowners 
will receive relief during the

1971-72 property tax year from 
the enactment of this bill. Of 
these homeowners, the relief is 
concentrated where it might be 
needed most. Over 85 percent of 
all the senior citizens living in a 
homestead would receive  
property tax re lie f. Those 
senior citizens over 80 years of 
age and covered under the 
current Senior Citizens  
Homestead Act w ill receive at 
least comparable property tax 
relief. Those senior citizens 
between 65 and 79 years of age 
will receive greater property 
tax relief.

The program  w ill also 
provide supplemental benefits 
to some war veterans covered 
under ORS 307-250. W ar 
veterans who qualify will be 
able to receive additional 
property tax relief under House 
Bill 1639 besides their present 
37,500 exemption.

For all other homeowners, it 
will depend on their property 
tax liability and their current 
household income on how much 
relief they may receive.

Not a ll owner-occupied  
homesteads will receive relief. 
Only about one-third of Oregon

homes will realize property tax 
relief in the 1971-72 fiscal year. 
How Will It Be Administered?
House Bill 1639 will co6t 

approxim ately  343 m illion  
during the 1971-73 biennium It 
will provide about 341 million in 
property tax relief and cost 
about 32 million to administer. 
One million dollars in ad­
ministrative expense will be 
appropriated to the thirty-six 
Oregon counties for the local 
cost of the program and 31 
million will be appropriated to 
the Department of Revenue for 
the state cost of the program

M ore inform ation  is 
available by request from the

COW POKES

Strong Zoning Controlls Needed?
The city planning commission must 

take a long look at a requested zone 
change sought for the industrial park 
area.

The important thing to remember is 
that under the present zoning 1-1, 1-2 
and R-30 the city has set controls to 
insure a clean a irlight industry w ill be 
developed.

Under the requested change to M -l 
industrial, the city w ill lose many of 
these controls.

The city planning commission must 
carefully study this proposed zone

change and not rush to make a 
decision. The citizens of Sandy are not 
interested in having just “ any”  in ­
dustry developed in the area, but 
rather one which w ill best serve the 
area in both helping the economy and 
in protecting our environment.

We urge local citizens who have an 
interest in the future of Sandy to 
attend this meeting Oct. 20 at 7:30 
p.m. at the c ity  hall. I t  is important to 
let our city officials know how we feel 
concerning the issues which face this 
city as it  grows.

Women's Lib and the Draft
We think it is entirely fitting  and 

proper that the so-called equal-rights 
amendment for women subject them 
to the draft.

We’re fu lly  in agreement that 
women should have rights completely 
equal to those given men. They also 
should get the same break when it 
comes to obligations, m ilita ry  service 
included.

Obviously, women wouldn’t be put 
in combat roles but they certainly 
could f ill most anything else. I f  a 19- 
year-old boy is obligated to give two 
year’s service, there’s just no reason 
why his sister shouldn’t do likewise.

We’ve long been stoutly opposed to 
the draft, considering it utterly 
discriminatory. But we don’t feel the 
same about universal service.

If everyone were required to put in 
a year or so in some sort of govern­
ment service, be it m ilita ry or 
otherwise, no one could complain. But 
a system which selects only a very 
few just isn’t defensible.

Meanwhile, maybe the presence of 
female recruits would make the 
Army more palatable for draftees. 
Aftec^all, it works pretty well in 
Israel.

LETTERS ToThe EDITOR

of Revenue, State Office 
Building. Salem 97310.
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By Ace Reid

To The Editor:
The results of the voting on

the Sandy Grade School bond 
election next Tuesday, October 
19th, will strongly affect the 
1256 boys and girls who attend 
the school as well as those who 
will be enrolling soon The polls 
for the election will open at 8 
a m. and close at 8 p.m in the 
gymnasium of the intermediate 
building

The ballot will ask for a yes 
or no vote on the question of 
allowing the district to contract 
a bonded indebtedness of 
3863,575.00 which would allow 
the school to expand with more 
classrooms, and larger kitchen 
and lib ra ry  fac ilitie s . The 
reason for this expansion is that 
the current rate of growth for 
school enrollment of 13 per cent 
is expected to continue in the 
same general pattern

The rooms to be built include 
six classrooms at Firwood  
school, nine classrooms in the 
upper grade building, together 
with library and music room A 
remodeling project would be 
undertaken in the intermediate 
building which would expand 
the kitchen and library there 
One reason for additional 
classrooms is that two ad 
ditional substandard rooms are 
being used this year, together
w ith the three that were  
already put into use last year 
This year’s two substandard . 
rooms w ere the previous
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special education office in the 
intermediate building together 
with the end of the boys 
dressing room which was 
partitioned off and made into 
one classroom. The other 
classroom is in the upper 
building and involves the use of 
the former faculty and ad­
joining storage room. The 
classrooms needed in addition 
to replacing the sub standard 
ones are to accommodate the 
continuing enrollment in the 
school. The U niversity  of 
Oregon Bureau of Educational 
Research projects that by 1975 
the enrollment will be around 
1525 and this may be a con­
servative figure in view of the 
growth already experienced 
locally. Every classroom that 
is proposed to be built will be 
used full time as a home-room.

The kitchen has been serving 
about 800 meals daily and 
larger facilities are required
and needed both from the 
standpoint of health depart­
ment regulations and for the 
sake of efficiency. It appears 
that if the kitchen remodeling is 
done that 75 per cent of the cost 
of new kitchen equipment and 
cost of moving existing  
equipment would be con­
trib u ted  by the federal 
government

The temporary library for 
grades four through eight 
would be replaced by per 
manent libraries in the in­

te rm ed ia te  and upper 
buildings. With 793 students 
using the present library there 
is neither room nor time for 
books and materials to be 
checked out by a ll the 
youngsters wanting them

As more people continue to 
move into the district as they 
have been doing, especially in 
the last year, there will be 
many more people to help pay 
the same bill for the co6t of 
schooling.

While the needs of Sandy 
Grade School are continuing to 
grow there is still no com­
parison between the costs of 
this type of schooling and that 
of the costs of correctional 
facilities in Oregon such as 
Macl-aren School for Boys or 
Hillcrest School for Girls. Last 
year the costs for school pur­
poses only were 31727 93 per 
student per year at MacLaren 
and 31434 61 per student per 
year at Hillcrest School The 
costs for the last year tabulated 
for students at Sandy Grade 
School was 3647 42 per student 
per year

See you at the polls next 
Tuesday, October 19th, at 
Sandy Grade School, in the 
gym nasium  of the In ­
termediate Building, from 8 
a m to 8 p.m The school is 
located at 207 Pleasant Street in 
Sandy

Sandy Grade School P.T.A

To The Editor:
Sandy is at a critical point in

deciding its future Decisions 
are to be made that will 
determine the character of the 
city and its surrounding area 
for the future years. I would 
like to comment upon two of the 
vital decisions facing citizens of 
Sandy and those living outside 
the city limits who regard 
Sandy as their home town.

The first decision I would like 
to comment upon concerns a 
most vital part of any com­
munity, its schools. Though our 
country was the first in the 
world to offer free public 
education at the elementary 
and secondary levels and to 
provide a system of state 
supported colleges we have 
lately turned our back upon our 
schools. We would agree that 
people are our best natural 
resource and that our educated 
farmers are the world’s most 
efficient in production of food 
and also that our educated 
producers of every type of 
m anufactured a rtic le  from  
mouse traps to computors have 
made us the most advanced 
nation technically. An educated 
citizenry has enabled us to 
explo it our other natural 
resources to produce 
tremendous wealth. It is really 
sad that school board members 
and superintendents of our 
schools feel an apologetic tone 
is needed in asking people to 
vote a budget for the benefit of 
their own children and their 
neighbor’s. The coming bond 
issue vote on October 18th is a 
critical test for Sandy A yes 
vote will be a major step in 
insuring quality living in Sandy 
and its surrounding area. Those 
of us fighting the battle of 
property taxes and school 
support might well move the 
arena of battle to legislative 
halls and not allow our children 
to be hurt and the future of our 
town endangered.

The second major decision 
for Sandy on which I would like 
to comment concerns a request 
by a real estate concern to 
change the zoning of some fifty 
acres along the south side of 
Highway 26 between Duncan 
Road and the T im berline  
Trailer property.

The zoning change requested 
is from the present light in­
dustrial classification to a City 
of Sandy M -l classification The 
light industrial zone permits 
such assembly and 
m anufacture and research 
establishments as do not offend 
the eye from the esthetic 
viewpoint, have no offensive 
odors, or noises, or hazards, or 
dusts A one hundred foot 
buffer zone is established to 
provide a screening of trees 
and shrubs between the high­
way and the industrial 
establishment. The buffer zone 
for Timberline Trailers was 
bare at the time of con­
struction. Presum ably the | 
proprietors are  aw aiting a 
suitable planting season to 
ca rry  out the zoning 
requirements in good faith 

If the Planning and Zoning 
Commission of Sandy gives 
way to the request for the M-l 
zoning no buffer zone is 
required and other restrictions 
are lost The M l classification 
would allow assembly and 
manufacture of anything made 
from  canvas, fiber, fur, 
leather, textiles, wood, paint, 
and some other m ateria ls . 
Bakeries, pottery works, glue 
making, or manufacture of 
concrete products could take 
place. With conditional "w  
permits the M -l zone could 
allow manufacture of acids,

explosives, asphalt products 
(rem em ber F ry  Roofing), 
meat products fertilizers, or 
incinerators, junk yards, stock 
yards, slaughter houses.

The Planning and zoning 
Commission is holding a public 
hearing on Oct. 20 at the city 
hall at 8 P.M . The Commission 
is giving people of Sandy an 
opportunity to help decide the 
fikure for our town.

W. PeteSulzbach

To the Editor:
There are several points

which should be considered 
concerning the Sandy Grade 
School Construction Bond 
Election to be held Oct. 19,1971.

1. Every extra inch of floor 
space in the present school has 
been converted to classrooms. 
Part of a locker room and a 
storage room in the older 
building have been converted to 
a classroom. The testing and 
counseling room in the lower 
grade building is a converted 
restroom. Last year the upper 
grade teachers voted to convert 
the one small teachers room 
along with a storage room to a 
classroom. There is no room 
where the teachers can take a 
break away from the children 
except possibly the health  
room. It is crowded since it is 
now used for storage and there 
may be a sick child present. (I 
have never heard a teacher 
complain on these conditions 
but it is a state law that 
minimal working conditions be 
present to allow a teacher to 
take a break from his class).

2. Each year 100 more  
students enro ll. They are  
div ided among existing  
classrooms creating crowded 
conditions. There are more 
classes in the lower grades. For 
example this year there are 
seven second grades and six 
th ird  grades. Unless more 
classrooms are available next 
year, these seven rooms must 
squeeze into the present six 
rooms. The new students are 
added to our music and P.E. 
programs with no addition in 
teaching staff or rooms.

3. At the present rate of in­
flation a delay of just one year, 
will cost us 360.000 more to 
build the exact same building.

4. The shop and Home Ec. 
room planned have no power 
equipment. The P.T.A. has 
donated two sewing machines 
and a more basic course such 
as mending etc. will be taught. 
These rooms will be used as 
Home rooms and can be con­
verted to standard classrooms 
if necessary.

5. Alternate plans have been 
suggested (A) Split Shifting: 
Besides the confusing and 
irregular hours the problems of 
busing the children are almost 
incom prehendable. Anyone 
who has had direct experience 
with split shifting report it to be 
a horrible situation. (When 
would they eat? On the bus?) I 
(B ) Year-around School: This 
plan has sound possibilities but 
for several reasons Sandy 
should wait.

1. Operating costs go up.
2. Present buildings would 

have to be altered to meet 
conditions of a year-around 
school. This would require a 
large bond also

3. The scheduling of the 
program has not been proven 
Consider Gresham and tfigjr

plan of six weeks school and 3 
weeks o ff, staggering the 
students so the school is always 
in use. The teacher must follow 
his students schedule. This 
means men teachers who had 
summer jobs to supplement 
income will no longer be able to 
do so. They can not teach a 
solid schedule as this would 
mean students would have a 
new teacher for each new six 
weeks period. Also would the 
learning process be hurt with 
this regular interruption of 
school work. Mollala’s plan 
may work but it is a volunteer 
choice of vacation time. I would 
like to see it proven 
operating for several years.

4. Both plans would be highly 
unworkable without the same 
plan being used at Sandy High 
School which is a different 
school district under a different 
school board.

6. The tax relief bill passed by 
the state this year should 
provide needed relief to lower 
income fam ilies  and older 
people. Taxes are high but this 
is one place we get our money’s 
w orth. The grade school 
welcomes people to come and 
see how their money is being 
spent. I urge everyone to vote 
for this bond.

A concerned parent, 
Ginny Brewster

Rt . lB ox 1500 
Sandy, Oregon
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At least one book of the Bible 

has been translated into 1,431 
languages, encompassing those 
spoken by 8S per cent of the 
wood's population.

"You shore told the truth when you said this horse 
never takes his eyes o ff a cow, 'cause he ain't 

seen this bluff ye ti"
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