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% Letters to the Editor

April 29
Dear Editor:

On behalf of our Committee
for a New Welches School may
I use your columns to thank
all those who attended the Wel-
ches School Inspection Night,
Some of the more than fifty
persons, of course, were al-
ready convinced of the desper-
ate need our community has for
a new school, Others had their
minds just as unchangingly set
in opposition, But there were
many who had their first op-
portunity to see and hear for
themselves, and thus learn:

1, This is NOT a tax issue,
Certainly, a new school will
raise taxes: about $17-a-year
on a $10,000 home, but so will
al the other alternatives,

2, One alternative, of course,
is to patch up the present
school, In this regard, the
school architect made it clear
that the $30,000-a-year figure
which I had quoted previously
was actually low,

3. Another alternative is to
do a major repair job on the
present school, This we were
told would cost near $350,000,
and we*d still have anold school
without room for growth and
without full modern facilities,

4, The final alternative is, of
course, to vote “YES™ on the
proposed bord issue for abrand
new school onacounty - donated
site at a total cost of $425,-
000 to be paid over a twent-
year period, Actually, in the
long run, this is the least ex-
pensive way to go,

Another alternative is to do
nothing and NOT solve our own
school problems on a local
basis, thus facing eventual ab-
sorbtion into a larger school
district with undoubtedly higher
taxes, As Principal Kenneth
Bach made clear, it CAN hap-
pen, The Forest Grove exam-
ple which he cited is a provok-
ing one, Here all five of the
smaller districts voted against
being absorbed iato the Forest
Grove district, but they lost,
A simple majority vote over-
whelmed them, If we fail to
take warning amd do not vote to
take care of our own school
needs, then we too can face
loss of local control of our
schools,

1 camnot believe this will
happen! Thanks to the more
than 250 voters who signed dur
petition for a new school, we
will not fail this time, All that
is needed now is to get out the
vote next Monday, We want ev-
eryone to vote, We know, then,
that the Welches district will
overwhelmingly vote for the
kind of schooling for our young -
sters which a community of
such lush and lovely beauty
and natural wealth deserves,

Dick Seller

Rhododend ron

To The Editor:

Behind the neat brick and
frame facade of Welches School
building there lies a time bomb
armed and set, which is ticking
off the hours until tragedy, Like
many people | have driven past
this school hundreds of times
with no more than casual in-
terest, No children of mine are
within thirty years of this area
of life, By and large | was
rather favourably impressed
with the school, I knew that the
building with some additions,
had provided the local child-
ren with shelter and some of the
tools for learning for at least
forty years but to my casual
eye it still looked adequate,

I also knew that the matter of
a new school was being touted
by parents at a rather consid-
erable expense to the local tax
payers of which I was one, This
project did not please me to any
great extent, I happen to har-
bour the impression, probably
derived from the one-roomed
schools where | spent much of
my early youth, that people often
seem to get carried away with
enthusiasm for overly elaborate

building programs when schools
and churches are (nvolved,
Later on, this euphoria is apt
to decline a bit when the bills

have to be paid,

It was in this mood that I
decided to take up the invita-
tion of the local school board
to go and see for myself why
nobody seemed to love the ol
place anymore, This openhouse
was called to let the public
in on a bill of particularsdrawn
up by the local fire inspector
concerning multiple existing
fire hazards that required cor-
recting before he would permit
reopening the school next fall,

Since this was a rather
lengthy document, and since I
was not without experience in
fire hazards and fire control,
1 decided to put this paper
away until [ had gained my own
impressions and reached my
own conclusions, The picture I
got was so appalling from the
standpoint of fire hazard that I
could scarcely believe my eyes,

Not just in one or twoplaces,
but everywhere I looked, The
entire rabbit warrenof claptrap
construction, of heavily painted
wood, fibre board and combust-
ible flooring, with odd nooks,
cupboards and crannies every-
where (but mostly in the stair-
wells) filled with combustible
materials and shot through with
old openwiring and openswitch-
es and relay boxes so over-
loaded that a coffee perculator
would blow the fuses, the stage
without fire resistant curtains
and no fire resistant walls or
ceilings that 1 could see----but
why go on, the entire area was
one vast fire hazard,

I returned to the main audi-
torium whose ceiling, incident-
ly, is supported by a wood beam
anmd an unprotected iron pipe.
I was trying to imagine how
people in smoke filled, low ceil-
inged corridors were going to
control a fire that had had five
minutes start with the only
available fire extinguishers,
These old fashioned types might
have put out a burning news-
paper at three feet but not much
more, And all this in the midst
of panic,

1 have seen people, seven
to be exact, burned to death
in a fire, In the panic, smoke
amd confusion, they are as apt
to run into the flames as away
from them, I have helped to
remove the bodies after the
fire -- and the reader must
pardon me if I seem to feel
too keenly on this subject,

These visions scarcely al-
lowed my attention to be di-
verted to less serious matters,
The open sewage flooding the
rest rooms during periods of
heavy rain, the rear brick wall
that was bulging by now some
three inches out of plumb, the
dry rot in parts of the build-
ing, the location of the school
too close to what has become
a major highway with a pro-
posed freeway clipping off part
of the already scanty play-
ground area in the back, or the
black hole of Calcutta which
serves the dual purpose of a
maintenance shop room and the
staff lounge,

As | see it, only divine prov-
idence has prevented a tragedy
up to now, I whole-heartedly
subscribe to faith, but surely
there comes a time when too
great a reliance on faith be-
comes folly, In this case, the
risk of losing the gambile is
measured in the lives and wel-
fare of the local children,

And now comes the May 6th
school bond election, The voter
has three choices:

1. To leave things as they
are, in which case the regu-
latory bodies will, without
doubt, insist on more and more
annual experditures in their
attempt to make an essentially
unsound hazardous and obsolete
structure as safe as possible but
one which, at best, will never
be either very safe, very much
longer loved or adequate,

This to my mind is just
Postponing the day of reckoning
and is about as sensible as
pouring money down a rat hole,
Already it is going to cost
$25,000 to $30,000 to serateh
the surface of fire safety just
enough to allow the school to
open wext fall but this does not

| consider the other serious de-
ficiences,

2. Rebuild the present school
to modern requirements in one
operation atanestimated costof
$350,000, This would not solve
the problems of location or
growth,

3, Build a new school in a
new place where adequate space
is available, We will have to
trust the members of the school
board and the other interested
people (who also pay taxes) to
resist the temptation to getcar-
ried away into too grandiose
a plan and yet meet the ex-
pected demands of the future,

No one llkes to pay taxes,
but I must say that those tax
payers who vote against this

bord issue will not save money
in the end but will, inthe mean-
time, play Russian Roulette with

the safety and welfare of the'

community’s children, Are they
willing to face and except this

responsibility? Do they re-
member that the two most trag-
ic words in our language are
uu Only”.
George R, Kaye
Wemme, Oregon

To the Editor:

As Chairman of the Board
of Directors of Welches School
District during the previous
past two years, the inspection
tour for the Fire Marshall’s
report on the old facilities in
the school, held as part of the
P,T,A, meeting program, held
no surprises for me, It was
very well presented, with each
item of the report given a num-
ber and the numbers posted a-
round the school, However,
since the accoustics in the caf-
eteria leave a great deal to
be desired, it will not hurt
to again bring out for the bene-
fit of those who could not hear,
the very important fact that the
work requested by the fire mar-
shall does not, in any way,
reduce the fire hazard to the
building, It only tries to pro-
vide a way of escape for the
children through the halls and
stairways, The Fire Marshall
having taken a very dim view
of one objector’s previous sug-
gestion to “let them jump out
of the windows,”

Naturally, after discussion
of this report, questions were
raised as to the bord issue for
replacement of the school, The
attitudes of those opposing held
no surprises either, for there
will always be those who are
only content if the point they
are concerned about is the main
point to the exclusion of con-
sideration of all others,

Primarily, in this catagory,
of course, is money., For in-
stance, the amount of actual
dollars and cents the bord issue
will cost the tax payers per
$10,000 of valuation, The voters
certainly have a right to know
this figure, It is mandatory
by law that this fact be placed
on the ballot as part of the in-
formation concerning the bond,
When asked for this figure, at
the meeting, the Chairman could
not give an exact figure, for
in order to be accurate, the
correct amount of total
assessed evaluation for thedis-
trict must be available, This
amount will not be computed
until May, The approximate
figure arrived at after some
discussion is arourd $20,00 per
$10,000 per year, This is
approximate, Yet, because an
accurate fact was not possible
at the time the question was
asked, [ later overheard a state -
ment made to a receptive ear
that *they don’t even have any
facts ard they want to sperd our
money,” I'm sure that on
thinking over this rather odd
statement, the gentleman in
question will concede that the
directors of ,Welches school
district camnot be expected to

(Continued on page 16)
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Ruthorization Given Transfer

With this change, Sunnyside
as a hoMing company may ten-
der an offer of exchange with
Cable Vision Inc, as authoriz-
ed by the Sunnyside stockhold -
ers at a special meeting March

Transfer of telephone prop-
erties from Sumnyside Tele-
phone Company to Western
Valley Telephone Company
was authorized Monday, April
22 by Oregon Public Utilitles

Commissioner, Sam Haley,

The order signed by Mr, Hal-
ey makes the change effective
April 1, 1968, All of Sumny-
side’s assets excluding West-
ern Valley stock already held
were exchange for Western
Valley Telephone Company
stock,

27. This was not possible as
an operating public utility,

President Lambert D, Mil-
ler feels that “converting Sun-
nyside into a holding company
will be of significant ad vantage
to the continuing growthand de-
velopment of the company,”
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by Eunice Barnum,
Librarian

If a patron has ever applied
for a library card at the Sandy
Public Library, and failed to
pick it up, it is still in the
file and good for three years
after issue, The librarian
would appreciate having cards
picked up or remewed to keep
the file up to date,

The following new books have
arrived ard are ready for read -
ers:

“Bonsal” by Sunset Maga-
zine, (A Gift of the Sandy Club),

“No Man Like Jo"™ by H, E,
Tobile,

“Don"t Blame the
by Virginia Graham,

“Gold in the Woodpile'! by
O, K, Burrell (The story of
Oregon Banks,)

“Beasts In My Bed®’ by Jac-
quie Durrell, (Her husband has
written many books about ani-

Mir ror**

mals and has a zoo on the
Isle of Jersey,)

“Know Your Collie’* by Pet
Library,

“Know Your Poodle’ by Pet
Library,

“Know Your Domestic amd

Exotic Cats'* by Pet Library,

“Frontiersmen in Blue'" by
R, M, Utley,

In the Junior Department:

#Better Homes & Gardens
Junior Cookbook.,"*

“Mountain Men of the Early
West'" by Olive W, Burt,

R, F, Bryce last week gave
the library a large ard inter-
esting selection of books which
will be cataloged and ready for
the shelves in the near future,

MHCC Candidates ™Y A CLASSIFIED AD

Seek Re-Election

Mt, Hood Community Col.
lege patrons will vote for two
board positions Momday, May
6, Balloting will be in conjune -
tion with elementary and high
school district elections,

Candidates for the two posi-
tions are incumbents Sedley
Stuart amd Robert Dressler,
both of whom live in the David
Douglas area, Both have been
on the MHCC board since its
inception in 1965, Stuartis cur-
rently board chairman amd
Dressler was chalrman last
year,

Now thru the Summer

instead of Monday AM.

3 Games *1.75
SAN ROESTA

Sandy, Ore. 668-4962

reen stamp
Casino

Monday Evenings
at 8 PM,

LANES

One of Our
Biggest
Privileges

is that of being -
able to

OTE

MONDAY - May 6th

Sandy has three elections:
Sandy Grade School Budget
Sandy High School Budget
Sandy City Budget

WE URGE YOU TO MAKE EVERY
EFFORT TO VOTE ON THESE

ELECTIONS

This ad paid for by

Sandy Lodge No. 158 AF&AM

Debby says, "0h Boy, I'm getting
my very own Savings Account!"”

Great news, Debby! A special-purpose Savings
Account, just for baby, makes a lot of sense . .

earns a lot of money through the years. Interest,

compounded regularly, helps steady savings really

mount up. Are you listening, Mom and Dad?

/.

Member Federal

COUNTY BANK

" INDEPENDENT [Bank

W\ aecdes

OPEN FRIDAYS TIL 6 PM.

Deposit Insurance Corporation




