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To the Editor,
This is a time of short mem­

ories, self-rightousness and 
discrimination. In the last year, 
since zoning has come to the 
spotlight, I’ve heard more 
people called “ trash” than ever 
before; actually , people trying 
to live within their means, peo­
ple trying to get a star. The 
statement is made that mobile 
homes downgrade an area and, 
in the words of zoning, they do 
not conform. This, again, 
sounds like an individual’s 
statement.

A person could, in the past, 
obtain a piece of property on 
low down payment, purchase 
a mobile home on contract, 
and he had his start with the 
privacy of his own home. By 
restrictive and discriminatory 
zoning a person is losing his 
right to the security of his 
own home and losing his right 
to have pride in his efforts 
to build his home within his 
means. If we are to live under 
zoning, let we the people in the 
areas affected have the right to 
vote on such restrictive mea­
sures. I once mentioned to one 
of our Clackamas County com ­
m issioners that there would be 
one simple solution to this 
problem. Whereupon he became 
quite interested and wanted my 
opinion. The idea was as fol­
lows: let everyone zone and re­
strict their ow n properties. He 
said this would not work, that 
people as a whole would not 
restrict themselves. I think 
some might, but I’m not too 
sure. Education and rehabilita­
tion programs would in the 
course of time be much more 
successful than any sort of 
forceful zoning. However, the 
real answer to upgrading the 
areas that are affected is in­
come ( and this has been proven 
as a fact).

Short memories come into 
light in conversations as far as 
the right at the individual pro­
perty owner is concerned. So 
many of us forget how- we got 
our start and how we had to 
scratch from the beginning. 
Maybe we had a dad that helped 
us financially or put us in bus­
iness, maybe we inherited 
money and then just maybe we 
got the breaks, education and 
being in the right spot when the 
opportunity came along.

So I say let’s not kick these 
people while they are trying to 
establish their homes. They are 
Americans, just like the rest 
of us, as their sons in Viet­
nam prove. They love their 
children just as much as we do 
and pain to them is just as 
acute, so let us be vigilant in 
discovering die needs of these 
people and others; d iscrim ­
ination in zoning is not the 
answer.

In some districts, we’ve had 
zoning jammed down our throats 
whether we wanted it or not, 
with the feeble excuse of pro­
tection against junk yards 
springing up next door, etc. 
The item of junk yards is con­
trolled by state law, which we 
have had for a good many years 
and many of the other items 
brought up also have been pro­
tected by pre-existing laws, 
wiring, sanitation, etc. State 
nuisance laws for odor and so 
on down the line.

Residents of Clackamas 
County, on July 6, 1967, vote, 
and when you do think anl think 
hard as to whether you want 
the right to think for yourself 
or whether you want stronger 
legislation and more power to 
be given to the big brother 
type at controls.

Bill Elliott

To the Editor

Two of your county com ­
m issioners recently received 
a letter via certified mall that 
appears to your writer to be 
an ultimatum that can plunge 
Clackamas County Into utter 
chaos and ruin.

One copy of the letter, origin 
in Molalla, Oregon, dated June 
2, 1967, was addressed to your 
writer with the following sa l­
utation: Clackamas County Bud­
get Committee and Clackamas
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-̂ Cetterò to the ¿Jc/it
County Commissioners, with 
the following context:

“ ZAMO executive board 
meeting in regular session wish 
to make these facts known to 
your group:

We, the residents of Rural 
Clackamas County do not d e­
sire , request or feel, we need 
the services of the Clackamas 
County Planning Zoning Com­
mission.

We, further, wish to inform 
you that we Intend to take such 
legal action to relieve our areas 
of the oppression of the zoning, 
building and plumbing codes 
imposed on us, in the very near 
future, using existing Oregon 
laws.

We, then ask the total ex­
penditures budgeted for Clacka­
mas County Planning Zoning 
Commission be cut from 
$120,936.50 down to $4104.00 
for the coming fiscal year.”

The letter is signed:
Mrs. Roberta Maben,
President
Mrs. Edna Oster,
Secretary
ZAMO, inc.

The intent and purpose of the 
letter is  obvious. The leaders of 
and members of the ZAMO 
organization can be readily 
identified with the recall 
movement instituted against 
your writer because of the firm 
stand he has taken on the issue 
of the importance of planning 
and the orderly growth and 
development of our wonderful 
county.

It must be remembered that 
one commissioner CANNOT act 
without concurrance of at least 
one other com m issioner. How­
ever, your writer has been 
made the target of attack by 
both the ZAMOITES and mem­
bers of the ICCG.

This office has been informed 
that it is the intent of the 
ZAMO organization and the 
ICCG to obtain control over the 
office of the Board of Com­
m issioners of Clackamas Coun­
ty. If this should occur, and I 
pray, these two organizations, 
in my opinion, WILL, in e s ­
sence, destroy Clackamas 
County.

First will come the elimina­
tion of all local zoning d is­
tricts of the county, which the 
Board of Commissioners can 
do in accordance with present 
Oregon law. The second act, 
and the ACTOF DESTRUCTION 
of Clackamas County, would be 
the elimination of all matters 
pertaining to the planning com ­
m ission affairs and operation.

The office of the Board of 
Commissioners has been fur­
ther informed that the POWER 
CONTROL GROUP would pro­
ceed to eliminate all non-con­
stitutional offices and op­
erations within the county.

Elimination of planning and 
zoning regulations could throw 
our beautiful residential areas 
into a state of chaos. Junk­
yards and many other obnox­
ious enterprises could be 
allowed anywhere and bor­
rowing capacity for con­
struction of either residential 
or industrial needswould shrink 
to a minimum.

Purity of our waters would 
be sacrificed with elimination 
of zoning because immediate 
acts at misuse of our rivers 
and streams would result. 
Removel of plumbing and build­
ing codes in the area of the 
Clackamas River water shed 
could allow the Clackamas 
River to become polluted from 
sewage and chemical wastes. 
This must NOT occur. Over 
70,000 people residing in 
Milwaukie, Oak Lodge, Clacka­
m as, Oregon City, West Linn, 
Gladstone, and soon Lake Os­
wego, use the Clackamas as a 
supply source for their drink­
ing water.

The Clackamas County Health 
and Mental Health Departments 
MUST NOT be tampered with 
for the mere pretense of 
economy. Other non-mandatory 
departments, such as the l i ­
brary, parks, etc. are depart­
ments of great asset to our 
county.

It is my plea and request to 
my readers to vote NO on July 
6th and stop the power grab

summer session - -
Vhe first summer session  to 

be offered by Mt. Hood Com­
munity College begins next 
Wednesday, July 5th. n ils  year 
most of the classes will beheld 
at Gresham high school because 
of the construction In progress 
at the college’s permanent site.

Students may register for 
c la sses Thursday from 1:30 
p.m, to 3:30 p.m. and 7 pun, to 
9 pun., Friday from 1:30 p.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. aixt Monday, July 3, 
from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m, amt

7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Registration Is being held at 

the college’s student informa­
tion center at 225 E. Burnside 
Extension In Gresham,

THANKS - -
The college’s first academic 

year has concluded. Starting In 
fall, courses will be held on 
the south section of the perma­
nent site at Kane and Cochran 
road.

Use of the Multmonah County 
Fairgrounds for temporary fa

attempt and at the same time 
stop the abuse of the recall 
law. A NO vote on July 6th 
will help insure continued or­
derly development anl growth 
at the finest county in the tutiun. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STAN SKOKO 
Clackamas County 
Commissioner 

To the Editor:
This is to refute much m is­

information that has been pub­
lished ui regards Z.A.M.O. po­
licy . We still wish to stand 
pat on our statement that any 
time laws or legislation are 
passed that affect our homes, 
our lands, or our way of life 
that we the people in the area 
affected should have a vote on 
this by way of our traditional 
ballot box. This is  guaranteed 
us by Article I, Section I, of 
the Oregon State Constitution. 
If people in an area wish plan­
ning or zoning it most certainly 
is not our wish to have it 
the area desire these things, 
removed, for if the people in 
they have our blessing. We be­
lieve in orderly planning but feel 
zoning as the end result of 
planning should be put to a vote 
of die people in the area con­
cerned. Also may 1 state that 
zamo never has sponsored Mr. 
Harold Sederstrom as a can­
didate for county com m ls- 
ioner.

We of Z JU 4.O . did not in­
stitute the recall against Com­
missioner Skoko, but since it 
was implemented, we fell we 
must support the recall be­
cause:

On March 17 at the Washing­
ton State Planning Association 
meeting when asked how he 
could conscientiously refuse to 
recognize the wishes of as many 
people as had been presented to 
him via petition or mass media, 
his answer to this was “ If 999 
people out of 1,000 requested 
rescindment of Order 13596, 
I would stand pat.”

He further stated that in his 
estimation the people who had 
organized (his Washington 
meeting were subversive; this 
included people from our Ore­
gon colleges, Washington State 
colleges, and members of the 
press. In the meeting he got 
up and went into a lengthy 
harangue on the psychological 
pollution of our stream s. When 
asked by one of the professors 
what he meant by “ psycholo­
gical pollution” he became con­
fused and sat down. Another 
member of the Clackamas 

County Board at Commis­
sioners seated in front of me 
turned and made this statement, 
"Dewey, this is one of the times 
I wish I could crawl under my 
chair.”

Skoko further made the state­
ments before a crowd of be­
tween 1,200 and 1,500 people 
at a mass meeting at Colton, 
“ I am sick of rabble-rousing, 
flag wavers, and he also made 
the statement, “ if you people 
don’t want me, you won’t have 
to recall m e, I’ll resign.”

1 have also had occasion to 
witness this man’s behavior 
before committees at the 
Oregon State Legislature and 
in various other public m eet­
ings, and I have yet to feel 
proul of him as a member of 
our County Commission. In the 
October 28, 1964, Section B, 
issue of the Enterprise-Cour­
ier , Mr. Skoko urged curtail­
ment of some of the county 
agencies, particularly the Plan­
ning Commission, which re ­
portedly took unto themselves 
too much power.

This will serve as an official 
Z.AM.O. statement of policy 
and supersedes all others.

Dewey E. Wheat 
First Vice 
President- 
Z.A.M.O. Inc.

To the Editor:

So many untruths have been 
said that I would like to an­
swer some of the charges.

ZAMO was organized be­
cause a group of people were 
unhappy over the zoning ordin­
ances in the rural area. We 
felt that the county com m ls-

o r
stun had a moral obligation 
to bring the issue to a vote of 
the people even if the law did 
read they “ may”  zone.

This is still our policy. We 
went to the legislature with a 
bill to get the vote back to 
the people. We wanted the right, 
to which we fell is our con 
stitutional right, to help mate" 
the decisions on how the area 
is planaed and a vote on zon­
ing.

The latter sent to the Clack­
amas County budget committee 
was a remonstrance of the large 
amount being appropriated to 
run a commission that we do 
not need in some parts of the 
county. The cities have their 
own planning com m issions and 
may zone for an area outside 
the city lim its. When the com ­
m issioners see fit to let the 
people vote, then the people 
might look more favorably on 
being taxed.

I am not a candidate for county 
com m issioner nor is ZAMO 
screening or sponsoring a can­
didate for that office. There Is 
definitely no “ power grab”  go­
ing on by ZAMO. We stand 
firm on our policy but do not 
try to control the office.

There is no petition being 
circulated against Mr. Ely and 
I wouldn’t sign one iftherew as.

1 am asking the people to 
vote yes for the recall of 
Commissioner Skoko on July 6. 
My reason for backing the re­
call which was sponsored by the 
ICCG is that I believe an elected 
official should be responsive to 
the people. Mr. Skoko has bel­
ligerently made known toevery- 
one that if he makes a de­
cision , it is right, regardless 
of how the public fee ls .

We do not truly own our land 
if we cannot make thedecisions 
that affect it and Mr. Skoko 
has been adamant in his in­
tentions to keep us from making 
any decisions. Why is he afraid 
to let us vote? ZAMO turned 
over 5,000 signatures and Mr. 
Ely and Mr. Stephani both knew 
it meant strong opposition to 
their policy and have beenw ill- 
ing to work with us. It is not 
a sign at weakness to remedy 
a situation caused by such d is­
satisfaction. Mr. Ely and Mr. 
Stephani differ on many opinions 
with ZAMO, but they have my 
respect. Mr. Skoko has been 
trying to block us at every 
turn. He appeared at the House 
Local Government Committee 
and testified that ZAMO stood 
for “ zany antics”  and went 
into a tirade because we were 
backing the recall, accusing us 
of ulterior motives. On both 
occassions he was reprimanded 
by a Representative and asked 
to leave personalities out of the 
discussion.

ZAMO is not trying to 
“ run the county” . We insist 
on die right at die people to 
vote on any decision affecting 
their property. Certainly people 
who own the land and pay taxes 
are as capable of a decision as 
the “ authorities” . Even they 
disagree, as quoted from die 
June 11 Sunday Oregonian:— 
the theory behind zoning is  
further weakened, states 
a Portland planner by the fact 
that planning commission, 
which grant all zoning var­
iances are composed of lay 
men who are uneducated in 
planning theory and cannot 
grasp the subtlies of many 
zoning m atters,- -Whatever 
the reason, an increasing 
number of planners are begin­
ning to believe that arbitrary 
and artificial industrial, com­
m ercial, and residential zones 
handicap the development of 
urban areas” .

We are told we have an ob­
ligation to plan for the future 
generations. This is good! We 
have state agencies to control 
air and water pollution given 
greater power by recent leg is­
lation. The State Sanitation De­
partment was given more money 
to do their job. Legislation was 
passed for more public high­
ways and public parks,etc.G ive 
to us who own the land the right 
to plan or vote on a plan of 
using our own private property.

We have a far greater ob­

ligation to future generations to 
preserve for them our freedom 
from regimentation and con­
trols by agencies not interested 
in the private citizen.

Roberta Maben, 
Chairman of ZAMO 
Mulino, Oregon

To The Editor,
Commissioner Skoko and his 

friends would like to have 
everyone believe that ZAMO 
is opposed to all planning and 
zoning. This is not true and 
they know it. ZAMO stands for 
MODIFICATION of the zoning 
laws in the rural areas. The 
regulations slapped on us in 
March, 1966 without a VOTE 
( or even an inquiry as to 
whether we wanted it) are much 
more restrictive than in any 
other area. We are not trying 
to take zoning away from those 
who are happy with it and had a 
chance to vote it in.

Personally, I believe in plan­
ning and zoning if it is sensible 
and administered properly. I 
believe the Clackamas County 
Planning Commission and, par­
ticularly, Commissioner Skoko 
have abused the powers of their 
office. Whenever there is any 
controversy over zone var­
iances, you can be certain that 
the one with the most political 
pull wins out.

A case against unjust zoning 
is in Wilsonville where 30 acres 
has been zoned “ industrial” . 
So far noonehasbeen Interested 
in putting in an industry that 
distance from Portland. The 
property owner is compelled to 
pay taxes each year but is not 
allowed to divide and se ll it for 
homesltes! THAT MAKES HIM 
SO ANGRY!!!

A lso it took a building con­
tractor at Sbndy seven months 
to get building permits because 
the commission decided “ Sandy 
was not ready for development, 
yetll”

Compare the cost of a build­
ing permit for the city or Port­
land against the cost for one 
in the rural area of Clacka­
mas County! Building and 
plumbing permits thatcost$130 
outside of Molalla cost exactly 
$5 for the same house built in 
the city of Molalla.

We are all for the State 
Plumbing Code and ONLY for 
it. The state doesn’t charge 
for every little faucet, down­
spout, basement window dry

c FITIZENS
OLLEGE ORUM

News end Views About 
Mt. Hood Community College

clltttes this past year proved 
quite successful. Hie success 
was partially due to the tre­
mendous coupe rat Rai aixl a s ­
sistance that the college re ­
ceived from ail of the Fair­
grounds personnel.

Also, a special citation for 
such help Is owed to Duane Hen­
nessy, fair manager. Our sin­
cere thanks for your assistance,

LIBRARIES HELPED —
Eleanor Pruitt, MHCC l i ­

brarian, said that many librar­
ies supplemented the developing 
college library. She especially 
noted the assistance received 
from the Gresham branch of the 
Multn,an ah County Library, Un­
der the direction of Sonny 
Fromm, they provided a shelf 
list for the MHCC staff.

Other assistance came from 
the Rockwood branch and the 
Portland State College Library 
and the University of Oregon 
Library in Eugene helped also.

w ells, etc. and they don’t re­
quire a blueprint thut only an 
architect can draw. (Here is 
something funny — if I can 
stop crying long enough to tell 
it--you are required to get a 
plumbing permit tf you want 
to install a self-defrosting re­
frigerator.) Several plumbers 
have stated ihat they wouldn’t 
work tn the county with all the 
ridiculous plumbing restr ic­
tions— they are sticking to the 
cities .

In closing, I’d like to repeat 
Commissioner Skoko’s com ­
ments when he was running for 
office in 1964. In the Enter­
prise-Courier he urged “ cur­
tailment uf some of the county 
agencies, particularly the plan­
ning com m ission, which re­
portedly took unto themselves 
too much power.”  The Irony 
of it all is that two of ZAMO*s 
directors voted for the nian 
because id this statement.

Mrs. Dick Tolleson 
Rt. 1, Box 268 
Mulino, Oregon 

(More Letters to the
Editor on Page 4) |

OSU Names Top 
Local Students

Local area students are in­
cluded on the spring term schol­
astic honor roll announced by 
Oregon State University,

To be eligible for the honor 
roll, students must have had a 
B plus or better grade average 
for the term.

A breakdown if  the honrr roll 
showed 148 on the stralght-A 
lis t  and 831 on the B plus or 
better list.

Honor roll students Include: 
Kathleen M. Depro, Sandy, Jun­
ior In Humanities and Social 
Sciences; Clarence Bergevln, 
Eagle Creek, Giaduate School; 
Lynda K. Belcher, Boring, 
sophomore, Education; Marilyn 
L. Hill, Boring, junior, Educa­
tion ; Robert K. Fujtmoto, Bor­
ing, senior, Engineering; Phil­
lip Miller, Estacada, sopho­
more, Science (Straight A’s) 
and Connie Randall, Estacada, 
freshman, Pharmacy,

7Z7Z/

The Fourth of July is a day to be proud, and 
a day to be grateful for all we, as Americans, 
possess. Freedom is our heritage. To enjoy it 
is our great privilege, to uphold-it is our sol­

emn responsibility.

High among our many freedoms 
is the right, as individuals, to 
seek opportunity, to advance 
toward new goals. This bank 
takes pride in helping people at­
tain their personal goals, with 
complete financial services. May 
we help you?

COUNTY B A N tC ^ y

SANDY OREGON 668 414)

HOOD LAND BRANCH WEMME 662 3131
M em btf Federal Depo»it Imunne« Corporation

Mrs. Pruitt said she was ex ­
tremely thankful for all i f  the 
assistance and loaned book« ahe 
received from these libraries,

APPLICATIONS - -
Students who plan to attend 

Mt. HimxI Community College 
this fall should complete their 
applications now, according to 
Myron Mickey, director of ad­
m issions, Application forms, 
catalogs and other tiformatton 
may be obtained at the Student 
Information Center at 225 E. 
Burnside Extension or by tele­
phoning 666-1131,

DO YOU DO YOU DO YOU
want warn want

a a Filth
Junk Yard Slaughter-House in your 

next across the drinking
door

?
street water
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OF COURSE NOTI 
WU BET YOU DON'TI
Hut that's what you’re going to get if "The Zamo-ilcs" in 
riuckamas County have their way.
This little hand of selfish people wants to recall from office 
the man who has spent IO years safeguarding this county s 
beauty for you and your children . . Commissioner 
Stan Skoko.

iO TO THE COLLS OH THURSDAY. 
IULYBTH. TELL THEM "HO”
HO RECALL "! 
O H I LET"THE 
AMDITES 
El AWAY 
ITH IT .. .

Lewi» Coch 
Eve Kloiter 
Eorl Zak 
Don» Gaiety  

lo u 'i Cereghmo 
Tom Monaghan  
Joe Bernard, Jr.
Robert W  Franz 
Donald E Huffman 
Richard E (Dick) Graener 
M ary Foglio 
Elizabeth Brad

<Brod & McClung Eng Sale» Co )

Irwin Adom»
Mel lar»on 
John C ouney  
W illiam  Krueger 
Eugene Bauer 
Albert Bernort 
John Tatone

lote “NO"—  AGAINST ruining our County, 
tote “ NO RECALL” on Thursday, July

■ Paid for by The Committee For NO RECALL' 
Jl2235 Guilford Drive Milwaukie Oregon)

. Fred L Booth Chairman

SAVE
for the

Future
with 

Planned
|  . s* curi»v

Vern Atherly
Now York Life 

Insurance Co.
288-5692 665-0955
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On July 6th. say "NO 
R E C A LL”  in a loud, clear 
voice to the faction which 
wants to (urn Clackamas 
County into a dreary, dirty, 
crowded, unplanned mess 
. . . cluttered buildings, run 
down neighborhixxls, 
polluted air. and filthy 
water.
Eor 10 years, Comniissione 
Sian Skoko has worked to 
keep our county green, 
clean, and well-planned

W alter Blai»dell 
Lee Stidd, Jr 
Dr Floyd W ookott 
Earl Oliver 
I  I  McForlone 
Perry Davit 
W illiam  J Hedlund 
Collin Gunn 
Dr. Paul Dutton 
I. S Hartman

Capt U S N  Ref 
Anne Chamber» 
George Thoma»


