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Wildcat Community Destro

The Wildcat Creek section of the Mt, Hood highway was
a vortex of storm violence, costly in loss of property and
blamed for at least one death.

Some 100 persons were left homeless as surging water
tore at their houses. An estimated 30 dwellings were
damaged, of which 28 are counted as destroyed.

The death listed was that of A. Harry Engols of the
Wildcat Creek community. His entire house was crushed
by an avalanche of mud, trees and rocks that poured down
the Wildcat creek watershed. His body has not yet been
recovered. Areas upstream had been cut over and in
some cases was relatively barren and thus theca sections
were unable to retain much of the mass of melted snow
and rain,

Others in the community had time to flee but nearly
every family in the small mountain community suffered
losses — some their entire home and all furnishings.

The pictures to the left and right tell a related story.
Sandy firemen set up the line shown at left that they
might cross the swift stream of runoff water that sep-
arated them from the women in the picture at right,
who needed help in making it to the refuge of the
house on higher ground.
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Sandy firemen string safety line in Wild- out of banks. Raindrops are magnified in
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Sandy river boils toward Columbia amid torrents of
rain, raised to flood stage by last week's storm.
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