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If you're buying toys for Christ-
mas, you have an opportunity to
contribute to the growth and dev-
elopment of the child for whom
you're shopping.

Fortunately many of the toys on
today's market are age-graded.
That is, the toy is marked suitable
for a 2 to 4 year old or an 8 to
12 year old. Although there is great
individual difference between
children, these guides are reliable
and helpful, explains Mrs. Helen
McDowall, Clackamas County
Home Agent.

No matter how good or desir-
able a certain toy is it may not
appeal to all children of the same
age. But exposure to a wide range
of toys is advisable.

Select a toy which will be chal-
lenging, but be sure that it will
enable a child to achieve success,
A toy too difficult for a child,
which breaks easily or which is
likely to irritate his parents is a
poor buy for a child.

Safety is another important thing
to consider. Small children are
likely to use toys as weapons
against others. The weapon poten-
tial of toys needs to be given
serious consideration if there are
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two or three children close in age
in a family or if the youngster has
several playmates.

Another safety factor to con-
sider 1s whether there are small
removable parts which could be
swallowed--or sharp edges which
might cut.

As you purchase toys for child-
ren, remember that they are not
used just as ‘““‘time-fillers,” but
are important tools for a child
to use as he explores the world
around him and as he builds feel-
ings of confidence and adequacy
in himself.
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