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WOMAN VOTE

CORVALLIS — Husbands 
and wives go to the polls to­
gether now in Oregon but 
half a century  ago tha t d idn’t 
happen. The men went, but 
the wmoen stayed home.

T here w asn’t, in fact, a 
woman voter in all of O re­
gon in 1909.

The reason, of course, is tha t 
women w ere not allowed to 
vote in the state  until 1912.

The long struggle by wom­
en for “equal righ ts” is one 
of the most in teresting chap­
ters in the s ta te ’s develop­
ment, according to Dr. Jo s­
eph W. Ellison, head of the 
history departm ent at O re­
gon S tate  college.

A widely known historian 
and author, Dr. Ellison is

w riting a book on the women 
uffrage m ovem ent in A m er­

ica. It is ten tatively  titled,
“Women Are Also Born Free 
and E qual” a statem ent that 
at the tu rn  of the century.

Oregn was in the middle 
in the suffrage m ovem ent. 
Dr. Ellison noted from his 
extensive research. It trailed 
Idaho, W ashington, and C al­
ifornia in giving women the 
right to vote but was still - 
head of several o ther western 
states.

The national woman m ove­
m ent for equal political 
and economic rights was 
lauchgd i.i 1848 w ith Susan 
leaders. In Oregon, the m ove­
m ent began about 1870 with 
Mrs. Abigail Scott Duniway 
as the champion of the cause 
for women.

To Dr. Ellison, Mrs. Duni-

praised and denouced. Mrs. 
Duniway was m aligned as n 
infidel, free th inker, a dan­
gerous crazy wom an.”

In 1871, Susan B. Anthony 
came to Oregon and toured 
the state w ith Mrs. Duniway 
organizing suffrage groups.

Though a m other of five 
children, Mrs. Duniway found 
tim e and energy not only to 
continue w ith her new spaper 
but to travel across the state 
speaking for w om en’s rights. 
At Jacksonville in 1879, she 

: was showered w ith eggs. When 
she re tu rned  a week la te r for 
a second meeting, no woman 
of the town w ere allowed to
attend  and local feeling ran 
so high tha t the sheriff ob­
liged to protect her.

In 1882, the question of 
woman suffrage was put on 
the ballot. It was decisively 
beaten. The sam e thing hap­
pened in 1884. The question 
of woman suffrage then died 
down for a tim e, D r Ellison 
reports. But a fte r the adoption

I way ranks as one of the great 
women of the west.

I Abigail Scott came to O re- 
¡ gon in 1852 as a girl of 17, Dr. 

Ellison relates. Despite little  
form al education, she became 
a school teacher, w riter, bus­
inesswoman, ed itor and most 
of all a dedicated and able 
crusader. Shortly  a fte r her 

I m arriage to Ben. C. Duniway, 
he was h u rt in an accident 
and incapacitated fo,r farm  
labor. The fam ily burden then 

! fell on Abigail or “Jen n y ” 
j as she was called.

During her w ork in A lbany 
j she heard  all kinds of stories 
. of w om en's problems, h a rd ­

ships and injustices. The fact 
tha t women w ere denied e- 
qual educational, profession­
al. political and economic 
rig fh ts--equal pay for equal 
work, for exam ple—deeply 
troubled her. “One half of the 
women are dolls, the rest of 
them  are drudges, and w e’re 
all fools,” she reportedly  said, 
way to better things was to 
win voting rights for her sex, 1 
Mrs. Duniway moved to P ort- 
new spaper devoted to “enfran 
chisem ent of women.” The 
first issue of the “New N orth ­
w est” appeared May 5, 1871. 
It declared itself for “free 
speech, free press, free people, 
and com pared favorably in e- 
ditorial excellence w ith the 
Oregonian, edited by Abigails 
brother, H arvey Scott, Dr El­
lison says.

The New N orthw est, pub- 
lisehd for about 15 years, was

of the in itiative and re feren ­
dum  system  in Oregon, the 
question of woman suffrage 
was referred  to the vo ters-- 
or m en-- in 1906, 1908, and 
1910. Each time the m argin of 
defeat grew' sm aller.

F inally  in 1912, the m eas­
u re  passed by a vote of 61,- 
265 to 57,104.

Mrs. Duniway, then 77, was 
given the privilege by Gov­
erno r Oswald W est of d raw ­
ing up the proclam ation de­
claring the results of the e- 
lection and herald ing  the 
righ t of women to vote.
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you need listed in the 
Y ellow  P ages of your 
Telephone Directory.

Servin# the fastest-growing 
communities in the U .S .A .

THE NATION’S .
BIGGEST 1959

r  EXPOSITION

Now T ill Aug. 14 
Sam Snyder's

W ater Follies
A n  Exciting M usica l 
Revue In W ate r and

On Stage
M atinees 2:30 Aug 7 & 8 

1:30 Aug. 9
Evenings 8 :15 M on - Sat. 

5 :30 Sunday, Aug. 9
Coming A ugust 15

Ricky Nelson
One N ig h t Onlyi 

A ugust 16
SPIKE JONES

*  BIGGEST FAMILY
FUN-TIME '  
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IN OREGON’S HISTORY
f

AN INDEPENDENT BANK

MLtual 7-2271 Sam lv, Oregon

THIS WINTER

Don't Be Caught 
Short On Fuel

ORDER FUEL
MOW.'

Loop Highway

SANDY OIL CO
Dwight Wilkenson Harold Edes

Sandy, Oregon
MU 7-2477

FMI

r  FREE 
STAGE S H O W

2 shows daily . . .  2 and 8 p.m.

'4 FREE Hundreds of fabulous  
exh ib its , hobbies, gardens, anim als

★ FREE H o rse  R ac in g . P a r i ­
m utuel n ightly  a t 6 :4 5 ,  Saturday at 
1 :0 0  p .m .

GRESHAM

LAST 3 DAYS
1 9 5 9  fviULTNOMAH COUNTY FAIR

Just one admission price . . .

(  gets you 
all this:

Frequent But Service 
5th and Salmon


