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NOTES BY THE WAYSIDE

Louie our hunting and “I sure am glad to get this 
fishing p a rtn e r and rural field of Oregon 355 corn 
philosopher from out Molalla p lanted before the nex t rain, 
way had just finished corn I have been try ing  some of the 
planting as we drove up  new varie ties furn ished  by 
shortly  a fter eleven th irty . Clive Cook but we haven’t yet 
This is a good hour to a rrive  found any tha t beats old 355 
at Louie’s ranch. His haw k- field corn hybrid .”
eyed wife who doesn’t like Luncheon over we filled up 
visitors who d istract Louie j w ith some of Louie’s “Old 
from his work, us in particu - H illside” smoking tobacco, lit 
lar, is always in the kitchen em up and visited. Mostly 
a t tha t tim e or in tow n spend- about the  recession, 
ing Louie’s hard  earned m on- “D arndest recession I ever 
ey. In the first instance we saw ” Louie rem arked. “Usual- 
visit briefly and “git down the ly w hen we have a recession

prices of essentials such as 
steel decline, same for labor. 
But not th is time. Costs are 
going up but fast . .  and so 
are  bank deposits. This reces­
sion is not caused by lack of 
money to m y way of thinking. 
My boy, we are experiencing

road”. But w hen . .  “she”, as 
Louie calls her, is aw ay from 
home Louie alw ays invites us 
to lunch. One thing we can 
say for Louie’s wife . .  she is 
a good cook.

“Ju s t in tim e for lunch” 
was Louie’s way of greeting.

The Cone W ith The Curl On Top
Broiled Hamburgers -- Delicious Fresh Ice Cream

Gallons Yr Half Gallon fj- Bricks 
Loop Highway Sandy MU 7-2731
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We Specialize

WASHERS - DRYERS -
No extra service charge for service calls in the 

Sandy area.

MO 5-4011
Guaranteed Repair Work On A ll Appliances.

Stinson's Appliance Center
A T ORIENT

SAM STINSON, PROP.
Route 2 Box 346 Gresham

In

HANGES

lurrr comfort

a buyers strike against high 
puces by housewives. And 
don’t th ink they don’t w ield a 
lot of influence.

“But I am concerned w ith 
the ir a ttitu d e  tow ard m eat 
prices and beef producers in 
particu lar. In fact I th ink  a lot 
about these m atters w hile I 
drive the tractor. I hear the 
Los Angeles have even started  
a boycott of sorts.

“The way I look at it is 
this. Prices of m eat on the 
hoof go up and down w ith  
supply and dem and. About 
1951 good steers brought as 
m uch as 38 cents a pound on 
the hoof. These w ere high 
prices and everybody got into 
the business. It w asn’t long 
a fte r that a good steer grading 
choice sold for as little  as 19 
cents a pound. This was below 
the production costs of m any 
producers so they got out of 
the business. This m eant few er 
cattle  w ith packers bidding 
higher prices. In fact prices 
are back up to 29 cents on the 
hoof. T hat is w here we are 
how.

“The way it appears to me 
is tha t folks are kicking about 
beef prices but th e ir take 
home pay is at an all tim e 
high. It doesn’t m ake sense 
except for one th ing  . .  p ro­
cessing costs have risen sharp ­
ly during the past few years. 
Labor, m aterials, and tran s­
portation costs are at an all 
tim e high and these are all re ­
flected in retail prices. The 
irony of the situation is tha t 
consumers pay little  attention 
to these processing costs and 
place the blam e for higher 
prices on the producer.

“C attle prices w ill likely 
fall as m ore cattle appear on 
the m arket bu t you ju s t can’t 
tu rn  a crank  and obtain more 
cattle. A cow has only one calf 
a year. The processes of na ture  
are sometimes slow. Too m any 
get out of the business and it 
will take tim e for someone! 
else to fill the gap.

“H ere is w hat one of the] 
farm  editors has to say about I 
present prices: ”

‘A pparently a
frills have been added for the 
convenience of the housewife 
and, instead of m aking more 
and m ore progress in efficien­
cy, many added costs have 
gone into food distribution.

‘Using prices of cattle and 
beef in 1947 and 1957 as an 
example, U. S. D epartm ent of 
A griculture statisticians show 
that the net farm  value of 
the cattle for the la tter 
year was lower on the farm, 
yet the consum er paid higher 
prices. In 1947, the average 
price of all choice beef at 
retail in the United States 
was 61.8 cents lbs., the aver­
age net farm  value 44.2 cents, 
resulting in the man in the 
country getting 72 percent of 
the consumer dollar. In 1957, 
choice beef averaged 70.6 cents 
lb. at retail, netted the farm er 
only 42.4 cents, giving the 
m an in the country only 60 
percent of the  consumer dol­
lar.

‘Thus the farm er, cattlem an 
or feeder received only 60 
percent of the consumer dollar 
in 1957 against 72 percent in 
1947. In the case of pork, the 
percentage to the farm er in 
1947 was 71 percent of the 
consumer dollar, only 55 per­
cent in 1957.

‘No one claims tha t the re ­
tailer is getting rich because 
he appears to be getting such first identified in C lackam as 
an increased share of the con- 1 County ten years or so ago. 
sum er dollar. Retailers justly  Continued on page 3

Ask Us. WE Might Have It
BUNNELL'S VARIETY
M AIN  STREET SANDY

REMEMBER US?

CIIARDELL MERCIJ \N1)Y
JEANS SLACKS PEDAL-PUSHERS

Children's Clothing
404 Loop Highway

great many | say that, if there w ere great
profits to be m ade in  re ta il 
m eat sales, com petition would 
bring others into the business 
and tha t in itself would p re ­
vent unduly large profits. The 
gross profit isn’t en tire ly  in 
the retail phase. F rom  the 
tim e anim als leave the farm  
or feedlot, there  are m any 
hands to go through before the 
m eat reaches the consum er.

‘Transportation, slaugh ter­
ing, processing and re ta iling  
have been h it by h igher 
wages, higher taxes and h igh­
er costs of doing business. 
These costs are  m ore likely  
to continue to increase r a th e r  
than  decrease.’

“All of which is ano ther 
way of saying” Louie conclud­
ed, “A fter beef prices h it the  
peak and s ta rt to slide as w e 
expect th is sum m er, I doubt 
th a t these processing costs 
w on’t go down a cent. In  fact 
they m ay continue to rise. 
Well, I guess its tim e to get 
back to w ork.”

The following artic le  con­
cerning Oregon’s a ttem p t to 
control hayfever ragw eed can 
be looked upon w ith unusual 
in terest on the p art of Oregon 
citizens. It is of especial in te r­
est to those of us in C lackam as 
County because, in th is  state, 
the hay fever ragw eed w as
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Sandy Every Friday
Gresham Seed & Feed

We carry a fu ll line of fuel, the very best grade o( 
coal and Preso Logs
Gresham Phone M O  5-21R6 Oregon

Are Coming and Supplies Are Going! 

Don’t  Be Caught Short on your Seasonal Supplies. 

WATER KEGS SCALES
5 Gallon S.C95
10 Gallon $5.30
1 5 Gallon $5.90
20  Gallon $7.25
Spigot* $1.00

WATER BAGS
1 Gallon $1.30
2 (rallón $ 1.55

D rink ing  Cup

Dispenser - • $3.25
PAPER DRINKING (T PS

250 Ajax 95c IOO Crystal 55c

No. 105 Homs IOO-lb 

( lialillon Dial, 100-lb.

S79 .50

$115.00

(.hatillon Dial Itigli colum n $125

Used Scales (When available)

CRATE CARRIERS
Metal C arrier with wheel 
Wood, lull erate, C" legs 
Wood. 10 ballock. with legs 

Wood. 6 halloek, flat (1-lbJ 
Repair Slats and Handle

< 5c

Duplicate Receipt Book*. 10c ea. ROPE - All Sizes - 14“  to  1“

Gresham Cooperative (Formerly Farmers Gas &
Supply) 600 N. E. 8th 

Phone MO 5-2501


