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NOTES BY THE WAYSIDE

Im provem ent in m anage­
m en t of our C lackam as Coun­
ty  soils has taken  a trem en­
dous sp u rt since estab lish ­
m en t of the S ta te  Soil Testing 
L aboratory  in 1953. In fact, it 
seem s to us tha t be tte r under 
stand ing  of soil m anagem ent 
and use of fertilizers represent 
the  g rea test advancem ent in 
the  field of local scientific 
ag ricu ltu re  during the past 
year.

D uring the past tw enty 
years, we think, hundreds of 
thousands of dollars have 
been wasted in this county 
th rough  ill advised purchase 
and  use of com m ercial fe rtil­
izers. This situation was 
b rough t about because of 
lim ited  knowledge available 
a t  the  time. It is a p re tty  safe 
guess th a t this w aste will con­
tinue  if we persist in using 
th e  fo rm er shotgun methods. 
T here  is no need for it. Two 
sim ple suggestions will help 
c lear the way:

1. Obtain an analysis of the 
soil from  every field on the 
farm .

2. Fertilize the soil ac­
cordingly.

These sam ples do not have 
to be taken all in one year. It 
m ust be adm itted tha t soil 
science is not an exact sort of 
th ing  like engineering a tu n ­
nel .There are too m any v a ri­
ables. Ju st the same these 
steps will get us far be tter 
resu lts  than  anything we have 
experienced in the past. O re­
gon experim ent station soil 
scientists are correlating lab­
o ra to ry  findings w ith hu n ­
dreds of, on the land, ex peri­
m ents like those conducted on 
the  farm s of Alton M arshall, 
C larks and W alter Fisher, of 
C ar us.

On these farms actual fer-

tilizer applications w ere m ade 
following soil analysis in the 
labortory. The crop on these 
two w ere pastu re  . .  alta fes 
cue and sub-clover.

As a resu lt of these m any 
analyses and field experim ents 
the Extension Service will 
soon be able to provide hand­
out sheets telling of desired 
fertilizer levels for m ost of 
the common crops grow n here. 
We now have copies telling 
how to fertilize alfalfa, pole 
beans, sub-clover pastures, 
and chew ings fescue grass 
stands for seed production. We 
expect to  receive m any others 
during  the m onth of F eb ru ­
ary.

This is the idea. H ave a 
soil analysis made. Check w ith 
the sheet of tha t p articu la r 
crop to find how m uch and 
w hat kind of additional fe r­
tilizer to use, w hat form ulas, 
w hen and how. Poin ters on 
m anagem ent are  also included. 
It sounds fairly  sim ple and it 
really  is.

For instance here are  the 
key points in m anagem ent of 
sub clover pastu re  as exp lain ­
ed in the sub-clover pasture 
sheet:

1. Heavy grazing or m e­
chanical rem oval of forage in 
late sum m er or early  fall. This 
is essential for establishm ent 
of subclover seedlings.

2. Delay spring grazing 
until the subclover is four 
inches high. Fall and w in ter 
grow ing conditions will de­
term ine w hen to s ta rt grazing.

3. G raze during  A pril and 
May or cut silage crops by 
May 10. If the grass is allowed 
to grow it will shade out the 
subclover . . this is especially 
true  w here spring applications 
of nitrogen have been used.

4. If possible, avoid graz-
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ing subclover pastures con- 
tinously. R otation grazing 
w ith short periods of heavy 
use will increase subclover 
yields.

5. Rest periods a re  essential 
for the im proved perenn ial 
grasses. Follow the  m anage­
m ent steps outlined for sub­
clover w ith alta  fescue, or- 
chardgrass, or ta ll oatgrass:
(1) utilize th rough Ju n e  1. 
This prevents the grass from  
shading out the  s ibclover;
(2) a rest period is essential 
for the grass during  Ju n e  and 
early  Ju ly  . .  a llow ing seed 
heads to set w ill provide the  
top grow th necessary to re ­
plenish grass root reserves.

F requen t periods of heavy 
grazing during  the  spring 
grow ing season is necessary 
to m ain tain  subclover w ith 
tu rf type grasses.

NITROGEN
Apply 30 to  40 pounds of 

nitrogen in F eb ru ary  or early  
M arch to step up the  date  of 
pastu re  readiness and to  in ­
crease early  spring grow th. 
N itrogen fe rtilize r w ill s ta r t  | 
grass grow th early  in the  , 
spring. The subclover w ill 
furnish most of the  n itrogen  
for the grass a fte r good spring 
grow th starts. N itrogen fe r­
tilizer w on’t substitu te  for 
good m anagem ent.

LIME
Soil A cidity is one of the 

m ain factors lim iting  the  yield 
of subclover in W estern O re­
gon. Lime should be applied 
ahead of p lan ting  and th o r­
oughly m ixed th ro u g h o u t the 
surface 6 inches of soil to 
neutra lize  soil acidity . Lim e 
recom m endations for all le ­
gum es are  discussed in F e r­
tilizer R ecom m endation no. 3. 

PH O SPH O RU S
1. Apply 60 to 80 pounds of 

phosphorus per acre w hen the 
soil test values a re  below 20 
pounds of phosphorus per 
acre.

2. Apply 40 to 60 pounds of 
phosphorus w hen the  soil test 
values are betw een 20 and 40 
pounds of phosphorus per 
acre.

3. No phosphorus is recom ­
m ended w hen the  soil test 
values are above 40 pounds of 
phosphorus p er acre.

4. Phosphorus ra tes should 
be increased about on e-th ird  
w here soils have not been 
limed as recom m ended.

Phosphorus should be ap ­
plied annually  in the fall. If 
the fall application is m issed 
it can be applied in early  
spring (F eb ru ary  15 to M arch 
15).

POTASSIUM
1. Apply 120 pounds of po­

tassium  per acre w hen the 
soil test values a re  below  150 
pounds of potassium  p er a c re . '

2. Apply 60 to 100 pounds; 
of potassium  per acre w hen 
tw een 150 and 250 pounds of 
the soil test values a re  be- 
potassium  per acre.

3. Apply 40 to 60 pounds 
of potassium  per acre w hen 
the soil test values are  be­
tw een 250 and 300 pounds of 
potassium  per acre.

4 No potassium  is recom ­
m ended w hen the soil test 
values are above 300 pounds 
of potassium  per acre.

Potassium  should be ap- : 
plied annually  in the  fall. If 
the fall application is missed, 
it can be applied in the early  | 
soring (F eb ru arv  15 to M arch 
15).

SULFUR
1. Apply 30 to 40 pounds 

of su lfu r in the fertilizer 
program  each y ear S u lfu r 
can generally  be included 
w ith o ther m aterials. Fall or 
early  spring application is 
satisfactory.

W henever elem ental su lfu r

is applied it w ill requ ire  100 
pounds of lim e to neutralize 
the  acidity form ed by 32 
pounds of elem ental sulfur. 
Soil acidity should be check­
ed w ith a soil test and con­
tro lled  w ith  a lanned liming 
program .

BORON
1. Apply four pounds of 

actual boron (40 pounds of 
ag ricu ltu ra l grade borax) per 
acre w hen the soil test values 
a re  below 1.0 ppm of boron. 
Follow w ith  2 pounds of ac­
tual boron per acre annually  
on these soils.

2. Apply 2 pounds of actual 
boron per acre annually  w hen 
the  soil test values are b e ­
tw een 1.0 and 2.0 ppm  of 
boron.

3. No boron is recom m end­
ed w hen the  soil test values 
are  above 2.00 ppm of boron.
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Troutdale Sets 
Gun Club Meet
TROUTDALE SETS 1 18

TROUTDALE — The Rod 
and Gun club of T routdale 
will m eet W ednesday, F eb ru ­
ary  19 at the club house in 
T routdale at 8 o’clock.

Lloyd W eiser, club p resi­
dent has secured the  p icture 
‘Behind the  T rophy’, to be 
show n during  the  evening. 
Also Ken Cochran, Biologist of 
the Sandy R iver area, w ill be 
present to discuss the F ishery  
Problem s.

A large delegation from  
C orbett is p lanning to attend. 
Every m em ber is asked to  
b ring  a prospective m em ber.

A ttendance prizes w ill be 
given and refreshm ents w ill 
be served by Mrs. Lloyd 
W eiser and her com m ittee 
during  the social hour follow ­
ing the m eeting.
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Great new concept in the over 
50-hp duss with Low-Line, High-Crop 
design . . . with exclusive

• Power Director
® All New Power-Crater 

r-- . -.m  gasoline engine
• All new Allis-Chalmers 

diesel engine
• T raction Rooster sy s tem

r -  -  - - -» •  Snap-Coupler h itc h
• Roll-Shift front axle 

plus original Power-Shift rear wheels
Complete line of big new implements to match

I’l V. t < • ' I ¡. 'I FACTION Boo ER, and S.\Ar-COVPLER
are Allis C ba lnw s trademarks.
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