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EDITOR’S NOTE:
The Church, through the

ages, has been one of the 
s tu rdy  foundation stones of 
civilization. It has constan t­
ly been one of the guiding 
forces behind the realization 
th a t a com m unity is a  group 
of people who live w ithin 
certa in  codes for the b e tte r­
m ent of all. As one of the 
m ost significant forces in
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binding the com m unity to ­
gether, the m inisters of San 
d y ’s churches have vo lun­
teered to p ic tu re  as v ividly 
as possible the m eaning of 
th e ir individual churches to 
the Sandy-M t. Hood com ­
m unity. The first in the 
series w as w ritten  by Donald 
S. Livesay, m in ister of the 
Sandy Com m unity - P resb y ­
terian  church. In the in terest 
of b revity  and clarity , Rev. 
L ivesay’s artic le  precedes as 
answ ers to the  p e rtin en t 
questions his church answ ers:

property  of the P resby terian  
C hurch is vested in the lay ­
men and not in m inisters or 
bishops. In the higher ju d ic ­
atories of the C hurch (above 
the local C hurch level) the 
vote of every  m in iste r is 
balanced by the vote of a 
laym an. Laym en are  eligible 
for the highest office ( ‘Mod­
e ra to r’) in each judicatory .

real sacrifice is made. The 
sacram ent is a com m em ora­
tion of the sacrifice of C hrist 
once offered for all men.

W hat Is ci P resby terian?
A P resby terian  is a p ro-

testan t who belongs to a 
p a rticu la r type of C hurch 
governm ent. The w ord ‘P res ­
by te rian ’ does not re fe r  to a 
system  of doctrine but ra th e r 
to a form  of C hurch govern ­
ment.

W hat Is The Basis Of The 
P resby terian  Creed?

The parlim ent of England 
appointed 151 laym en, c ler­
gymen, and C hurch scholars 
in 1643 to draw  up a system  
of reform ation  d o c tr in e 1 and 
governm ent. They labored 
for six years holding 1163 
sessions, and produced am ong 
o ther im portan t theological 
works, the W estm inster Con­
fession Of Faith , w hich is 
recognized as the creed of 
English speaking P resb y te r 
ians. Most P resby terians ac 
cept also the creeds of the 
early  undiv ided  C hristian  
Church, the Nicene and 
Apostles Creed.

Do P resby terians Believe 
Jesus C hrist Is The Son Of 
God?

Yes. This belief is central 
in the P resby terian  doctrine 
w hich teaches th a t Jesus 
C hrist is the e ternal Son of 
God and tru e  m an and at 
the same tim e the  revealor of 
God and S aviour of Men.

in the A postles Creed “the 
resurrection  of the  body” as 
m eaning the physical body. 
They understand  ‘‘the re su r­
rection of the body” as a 
reference to the sp iritual 
body, which is a m edium  of 
grow th and self expression 
appropria te  to a sp iritua l 
world.

Be-

Do P resby terians Believe In 
T rin ity?

Yes. W hen God is spoken 
of as th ree  persons . .  Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, P res­
by terians do not th ink  of 
Him as th ree  individuals. 
R ather they are  th ree  m an i­
festations of one God . .  th a t 

; is, th ree  distinct m anners in 
which God has revealed 
Himself. N or a re  these to  be
considered lim ited.

How Is The P resby terian  
C hurch G overned?

The P resby terian  C hurch 
is governed by elders. The 
teaching e lders’ are  ordained 

m inisters who have com plet­
ed four years at an accredited 
college or un iversity  and 
th ree  years at a recognized 
sem inary and been approved. 
The ‘ru ling  e lders’ are elected 
from the  congregation and 
ordained as ‘ru ling  e lders’.
I hus the people them selves 

govern the C hurch through 
elected representatives. The

W hat Do P resby terians 
ieve A bout Baptism ?

Do P resby terians believe
baptism  is necessary to sal­
vation? P resb y te rian s  1 d is­
tinguish betw een the  rite  and 
the spiritu3l experience. The 
rite  is perform ed by -sp rin k ­
ling w ater on the person and 
stands as a sign or seal of 
the  covenant of grace. It is 
an ou tw ard  sym bol of an 
inw ard regeneration. W hile 
baptism  is u rgen tly  recom ­
m ended by the  P resby terian  
Church and its omission re ­
regarded  as a g rave fault, it 
is not held to be necessary 
for salvation.

Do P resby terians Believe In 
Heaven And Hell?

P resby terians believe tha t 
m an was created  to have fe l­
lowship w ith  God. For th is 
purpose w as m an created. 
M an’s destiny, as chosen by 
God, is fellow ship w ith  Him. 
Man m ay re jec t his destiny. 
In  th is sense, m an is p redes­
tined to have fellow ship 
w ith God.

W hat Do P resby terians B e­
lieve About The Bible?

P resby terians believe tha t 
the scrip tu re  of the  Old and 
New Testam ents to be the 
word of God and “the only 
infallible ru le  of fa ith  and 
practice”, and th a t they  are 
the source of those tru th s  by 
which m en live. They believe 
in the inspiration of the 
scrip tures: th a t God spoke
through m en whose m inds 
and hearts He had touched. 
They therefore  em phasize 
inspired men, not insp ired  
words. P resby terians re ject 
the view th a t the inspired 
m en w ere “possessed” ’or 
“en tranced” by a sp irit so 
th a t they becam e pens of 
God or w rote down w hat He 
lad dictated. R ather they
aelieve God em ployed the

personalities of people who 
lesponded to the sp irit of
God. God thus w orks through 
the personalities of men and 
women to m ake com plete His 
ievealation.
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Do P resby terians Baptize 
Children?

P resby terians baptize ch il­
d ren  to signify th a t they  too 
have fellow ship w ithin  the  
Church and are in union w ith 
C hrist. W hen these children 
reach the age of decision, 
they w i l l  assum e the  obliga­
tion taken  on th e ir  behalf by 
the parents. P resby terians 
do not believe th a t children 
dying w ithout baptism  
excluded from ‘heaven*.

are

Do P resby terians Believe 
Heaven And Hell?

Yes. The Bible and hum an 
experience teach tha t w e are 
living in a m oral universe 
in ‘ w hich sin reaps its own 
appropria te  penalty , a n d  
righteousness its own rew ard. 
The New T estam ent points 
out the n a tu re  of the pun ish­
m ent w hich ¿in inevitably  
incurs, the  severest of which 
is separation from  fellowship 
of God. The p ictures of 
‘heaven’ as streets  of gold 
and gates of pearl and ‘hell’ 
as fire and brim stone are 
taken to be sym bols of sp ir­
itual reality . ‘H eaven’ is 
sp iritual fellow ship w ith God 
and ‘h e ll’ is separation  from 
God- They have th e ir  com ­
m encem ent in the  here and 
now.
W hat S acram ents Do The 
P resby terians Observe?

That of ‘B aptism ’ and the 
‘L ord’s S u p p er’ or ‘C om m un­
ion’ or ‘Holy Com m union'.
How Do P resby terians Ip te r- 
p re t The Holy Com m union 
(T he L ord’s S u p per)?

P resby terians do not be­
lieve th a t C hrist is physically 
present in the sacram ent of 
the Holy Com m union. P res­
by terians believe that C hrist 
is sp iritua lly  presen t in the 
Holy Communion. They do 
not believe tha t C hrist is of­
fered up in the sacram ent 
to the F a th e r o r th a t any

In

Do P resb y te rian s  Accept The 
V irgin B irth?

Yes. The m ajority  of P res­
by terians believe the en trance 
of Jesus into our w orld was 
by a m iraculous b irth  as 
related  in Luke and M atthew  
All P resby terians believe -in  
the incarnation  . .  th a t is, 
tha t God was m ade flesh and 
came to m an in Jesus Christ.

Do P resby terians Believe In 
R esurrection?

P resby terians do not be­
lieve or in te rp re t the  phrase

Y-** *

pre-roc^
sleeves
for elegant 

broadcloth

W hat Do P resby terians Be- 
ieve About Salvation?

P resby terians re ject the 
dea tha t ‘salvation’ is earn-; 
'd by good works. Works 
re ra th e r the fru its  o r the  

resu lts of salvation. W orks 
are evidence th a t we are 
grow ing in the know ledge 
of Christ. P resby terians be­
lieve salvation is found only 
through a com plete com m it­
m ent and su rrender to God 
as He is revealed in Jesus 
Christ. God pardons our 
sins and accepts us, not fo r

continued on page 5
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This blouse thinks of everything! \
Pays pretty compliments with beautifully shaped collar. 
Keeps you comfortable with center-pleat in back, nice long 
tails. Launders lovely too. Finest con bed cotton — 
pure white or tender-tones. Sizes 28 to 38.
See beautiful Ship n Shore dress-up blouses, too!
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