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I f  the number o f soil samples 
subm itted to our o ffice  fo r  test 
in  the State Labora tory at Ore­
gon State college du ring  the past 
month are any indication, we 
are to see a banner year fo r 
application o f limestone to C lack­
amas county soils. We th ink  the 
increased number over last year 
is a m atte r o f significance. We 
understand that the labora tory at 
Oregon State college in Febru­
ary alone tested more samples 
than were tested du ring  the en­
tire  1953 year.

A t least a portion  o f the reas­
ons fo r th is interest may be due 
to A g ricu ltu ra l S tablization and 
Conservation ru lin g  tha t the 
governm ent w il l  not share ,'n 
vuoi ^u ivuasc u i m ilestone
w ithout a soil test by the State 
Laboratory and fin a l recommen­
dation by an Extension agent. 
But th is fact alone cannot ac­
count fo r  the increased interest 
in lim ing . The others we shall 
not dwell upon here.

As the m atte r now stands a il 
reports o f laboratary tests are 
referred to the County Extension 
office fo r  fin a l processing and 
recommendations regardless of 
federal cost sharing. Th is proces­
sing is adding an additional load 
on a very busy s ta ff in  the Ore­
gon C ity  office. But it  is an im ­
portant m atte r and any delay is 
certa in ly  not due to fa ilu re  to 
expedite the fin a l processing 
here.

Reasons W hy
But w hy is i t  necessary to pro­

vide fin a l processing in  the 
C ounty o ffice? W hy isn 't the 
test itse lf su ffic ien t?  There are 
several reasons.

Before m aking an in te lligen t 
recommendation i t  is necessary 
to know the soil series involved, 
past fe r tiliz e r h istory, past crop­
ping program  and expected fu ­
ture  cropping program. County 
Extension w orkers are better ac­
quainted w ith  local conditions 
than those in a d istant labora­
tory.

I t  is not enough to suppose 
tha t certa in elements can be 
added to give m axim um  results 
regardless o f the crop to be 
grown. D iffe re n t crops may re­
qu ire  d iffe re n t methods o f fe r t i­
lization. F o r instance, fe rtilize r 
recommendation fo r  oats, s traw ­
berries and a lfa lfa  are each en­
tire ly  d iffe ren t. Regardless of 
soil tests, a lfa lfa  w ill g row  on a 
few  selected soils only. I t  is use­
less to try  to grow  a lfa lfa  on 
other regardless o f the k ind and 
quan tity  o f fe rtilize r used. Soil 
testing and resultant recomme,, 
dations is not an exact science. 

History Important
Past cropping h is to ry  is 

portant. F o r instance, a 
which has been badly handled 
needs more than application of 

¡fe rtilize rs  to b ring  i t  back in to  
'good production and to protec 
(against erosion.

And fin a lly , actual figu res  as 
1shown by test are confusing to 
those who are not w o rk ing  w ith  
th is  sort o f th ing  more o r less 
constantly.

Reading a ll o f these tests w ith  
c o n s  e q u e n t  recommendations 
could be an onerous task fo r  one 
not interested in the subject.

I A c tua lly  we find  th is an interest- 
lin g  assignment and very educa- 
1 tional.

One afternoon last week we 
interpreted and made recom­
mendations fo r  23 separate tests. 
Passing before our eyes was a 
runn ing  h is to ry  o f the’ use, abuse 
and im provem ent o f Clackamas 
C ounty soils.

Th is  discussion tu rns 
thoughts back to the tim e when 
we had v irg in  soil. H ow  many 
times have we heard ind iv idua l 
operators exto l the v irtues of 
'n e w  ground”  like  we found 
when g rand fa ther obtained a 
donation land cla im ?

Illustrate!« a Point
H erew ith  hangs a tale which 

illus tra tes a point. Back in  West

tm-
soil
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V irg in ia , where we were raised, 
(the spring fa rm  auction sale is, 
or was, an annual economic and 
social event. I t  has been said 
that a ju g  o f corn squeezings 
passed from  hand to hand back 
of the barn enlivened the bid­
ding. Those who tippled in excess 
sometimes became a bit q ua rre l­
some. On th is  pa rticu la r occas- 

| sion a few fis ticu ffs  followed 
I the passing of the ju g ". A charac­
ter o f our acquaintance came out

¡second best in the hassle.
He took it in good fun and re- ,

I marked as he brushed h im se lf 
¡o ff. " I  guess I  a in ’t the man I 
used to be.”

H is teenage son who had 
watched the proceedings w ith  
more than passing interest re­
plied. ''Sometimes. Pap. I th ink  
you never w. uz.”

W ell, these soil tests indica'e 
that some o f ou r soils never wuz ( 
what we thought them. Sure 
these new soils have fine s truc­
ture. but some o f the tests we 
scrutin ized last week in d ic a te !

very low  m inera l content. For 
instance, one sample taken from  

(new ly cleared land in the foo'- 
h ills  area showed the need of 
s ix tons o f ground limestone per 
acre. The same sample showed 

'o n ly  4 pounds o f available phos­
phoric acid per acre. By contras', 

.samples from  other farms w ith  

.a good soil building h istory 
'showed 160 pounds of available 
' phosphoric acid per acre.

Soil Analy sis
A nother fo o th ill sample in a 

d iffe re n t location on land long 
farmed, showed the need of only 
3 tons o f limestone per acre be­
cause an application of lime 
stone was made five years ago. 
But here again the analysis 
showed only 4 pounds of avail 
able phosphoric acid. The point 

| here is that no program of soil 
! bu ild ing  w ithou t inclusion of an 
(ample supply o f phosphoric acid 
could be expected to produce 
good yields, regardless of the 
crop to be grown.

A th ird  in teresting analysis 
was made fro m  a sample taken 
from  a fie ld  heavily cropped to 
s traw berries and row crop vege­
tables fo r  years. P rio r to that 
g ra in  fa rm in g  was practiced. The 
state o f fe r t i l i ty  in this case was 
so low  that a m inim um  of six 
tons o f limestone per acre <s 
needed as the firs t rebuilding 
step. The phosphate level was 

; low also but the potash level 
high. I t  was our suggestion, In 
th is p a rticu la r case, that no 
substitu te  can be found fo r seed­

in g  th is  area to grass fo r adding 
j organic m atte r and im proving 
structure.

O n ly a few o f the samples 
studied last week showed low 
potash contents. One of them was 
taken near W ilsonville . The sam­
ples reported above illus tra te  
some o f our w orst problems. As 
a whole these soil tests illustra te  
the fine  conservation program 
practiced by Clackamas County 
fa rm ers du ring  the past tw enty 
years.

“ I  found six-foot bunkers the 
answer to the hay wastage pro­
blem around cattle feeding 
racks” , B ill Tucker, Spring- 
water, told us during  a recent

I  •
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visit to his cattle  spread. "A  
bunker of th is depth prevents 

. figh ting  on the part o f m ature 
cows feeding on opposite sides 

I “ f  the rack. A cow disturbed 
by another cow w h ile  eating 

J make a quick grab at the hay. 
t urns her head o r steps back 
and drops a portion  o i ¡he hay 
she picked up.”

He then proceeded to prove 
his point. B ill has a few o f the 
shallow old bunks s till in use. 
Around them we found evidence 
of much wastage. But. around 
the new six-foot ou tfits  there 

evidence o f hay wast-(was 
age.

These
another

lit tle

deeper bunks 
advantage". B ill 

tinuetl. "Even a large N ile  of 
hay fits  in to  them crosswise. Out- 
racks are roofed and portable, 
you w ill notice. When loading 
them w ith  a new supply o f hay. 
we f i l l  them fu ll crosswise, and 
remove the wires. No shaking or 
flu ff in g  is necessary.”

For w in te ring  beef cows B ill 
I feeds good green a lta fescue 
(Straw and a lit t le  grain. H is 
cows are big and fat. He th inks 
he m ight substitue some cotton­
seed meal fo r g ra in  another 
w inter.

We s till subscribe to the old 
home town West V irg in ia  paper, 
the “ Ham pshire Review.”  Many 
o f our boyhood acquaintances 
have long gone to the ir rewards, 
hut a few remain and many in ­
teresting local events are report­
ed. R ight now that area is 
undergoing a rabies epidemic of 
serious proportion. S trangely 
enough th is  outbreak started 
among foxes. These rabid ani­
mals have bitten many fa rm  
animals, cattle  and dogs mostly, 
and several people. Two women 
have been attacked as they 
stepped to the porch.

An intensive fox eradication 
program  has been under way 
and a ll fa rm  dogs have had pre­
ventive shots.

Excuse please we made a 
mistake. In  our column o f two 
weeks ago we said, "Extension 
Agent, C live Cook, recommends 
top dressing fa ll sown gra in  
w ith  nitrogen p rio r to the middle 

!of March. Most fields w ill re­
spond best to application o f from  
30 to 60 pounds of actual n itro ­
gen. This means 150 to 300 
pounds of am m onium  nitra te . 
When using amm onium sulphate 
apply ha lf again as much. G rain J 
may lodge when loo much n itro ­
gen is used on fields high in 
natura l fe r t i l i ty .”

The line reading “ This means 
150 to 300 pounds of am m onium  
n itra te ” should have lead, “T h is  I 
means 75 to 150 pounds o f am- I 
monium n itra te .”
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(hevrolet s  new Delray Club Coup.-, introduced this year, is 
upholstered In grain leather vinyl, an easily cleaned plastic that is 
waterproof This sw inm ur has fear that her sopping wet hath 
ing suit ««ill mark or spot the ear's colorful cu -h! , - s  or interior 

i run.

INDIAN BBAVK? White man takc-um Indian scalp scalp  
Sitting courageously in a barber chair at Fort Meade, Md. is 
Navajo Indian Private Zliuhay Horsea Son, of Martins Ferry 
Ohio, lie volunteered to receive his first hair cut in 12 and one- 
half years.
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M ill payrolls, taxes paid By forest 
industries, wood harvests, useful 
forest products— all can be counted 
up in hard cash. I t ’s harder to put 
a price tag on recreation— fishing, 
hunting, picnicking— and harder 
still to compute in dollars and cents 
the vital part forests play in soil 
and water conservation. Green 
forests make our community, our 
state and our country strong, pros­
perous and Beautiful. Keep them 
that «vay By Being careful with fire 
while you’re in the woods.
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Dja Lumber Company
Bakke Lumber Company Mountain View Lumber Company

I upper Lumber C ompany Koch Lumber Company

( f his is one of a series of messages being sponsored by the above firms.)


