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OREGON'S FIRST DEATH
FROM AN ELECTRIC FENCE

On Friday, A ugust 2, 1940,
“Jack ie" W alker, four y ea r old 
con of Mr. and Mrs. Lindsie W al­
ker. Route 1, Springfield, w as 
electrocuted when he contacted  
an e cctrically  energized wire 
used as  a fence around the prop­
erty  of A1 Campbell, a neighbor.

/».n investigation of the circum-
; t ir.ces disclosed the fac t th a t 
t.'if death  of th is boy wa: a  need­
les.; sacrifice of life on the a lta r 
of economy. While it is tru e  th a t 
th is  is the firs t death of a person 
in Oregon from  a  homemade elec­
tric  fence, num erous horses and 
ca ttle  have been killed w ith these 
devices and they would probably 
have been fa ta l to human beings 
had they contacted the fence un. 
der proper conditions.

The devise used to energize the 
fence was built for Mr. Campbell 
by a neighbor’s boy who con­
struc ted  it in accordance w ith  a 
description and diagram  publish­
ed in a nationally distributed  
m agazine "M echanix I l lu s tra t­
ed". I t  did not comply in any re­
a p ed  w ith  recognized safety  
standards. The cu rren t w as con­
tinuous and had a value twice 
th a t known to be safe. This acci­
dent will serve to  indicate the 
tru th  of our oft repeated s ta te ­
m ent th a t it is impossible for 
th e  laym an to build a safe elec­
tric  fence unit. This is a  job for 
a trained engineer and even ho 
m ust have electrical laboratory  
testing  equipm ent before he can 
construct a device having proper 
safety  factors.

When the electric fence first 
appeared in 1936 the hazards to 
lire w ere im m ediately recognized 
and the Oregon Bureau of Labor, 
under au tho rity  of C hapter 318, 
Oregon Laws 1935, took steps to 
insure th a t all devices offered for 
sale in Oregon w ere so construc­
ted th a t they would be safe un­
der all conditions. A fter holding 
hearings to  which we invited en­
gineers and doctors from  our 
su ite  colleges a s  well as all o th ­
ers in the s ta te  who w ere in te r­
ested, together w ith rep resen ta­
tives of the various m anufactu r­
ers. rigid specifications fo r the 
m anufacture of these devises 
wero adopted and all m anufac­
tu re rs  w ere required to  subm it 
d o ck  models of their devices for 
test.--. This move spread through- 
cu t the country and our specifi­
cations with some additions have 
been adopted for the nation by 
the 11. S. Bureau of S tandards, 
the U nderw riters' Laboratories. 
Inc. and by a num ber of sta tes 
th iough  action of their legisla- 
ture.

The Oregon law prohibits the 
sale of unapproved electrical de­
vice.,- and provides severe penal­
ties for violators, but no punish­
m ent by a court can equal the 
rem orre th a t m ust be felt by the 
yi ung man who constructed the 
device th a t caused the death  of 
tu la innocent child.

AU devices th a t have been ap­
proved for sale and use in O re­
gon bear a label s ta tin g  th a t they 
have been approved by the Com- 
m asioncr of Labor and can be 
purchased through any dealer in 
electrical m erchandise for a small 
sum.

We again wish to  issue the fol­
lowing w arning to all prospective 
Uivrs of electric fence equipment. 
Do not try  to con: trv e t your own 
unit. Ycu may be responsible for 
the death  of a neighbor o r a 
m em ber of your own family. 
D raw ings and instructions taken 
ftom  m agazines are not to  be 
trusted . P urchare only those de­
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vices bearing the approval label 
of th is  departm en t or th e  U nder- 
w ritera’ Laboratories, Inc. If  you 
.ire offered a un it th a t is not so 
Approved, report it a t once to the 
Bureau of Labor, Salem, Oregon.

investiga tion  of th is accident 
va made by W. Ft. Volheye,
Jh ie f E lectrical E ngineer for the 
Ju reau  of Labor.

•LIZES TO BE AWARDED  
LH ( LUIJ MEMBERS

A ccording to  Edwin Ke’.tner 
he R otary  club of Oregon City 

has ju s t announced special prizes 
o ta ling  $10 will be aw arded to 

4-H club m em bers who show 
ivet toe k a t  the C lackam as coun­
ty fair. Three prizes will be a- 
/a rced  to sheep club m em bers 
/ho do the best piece of w oik in 

nerdsm anship w ith the ir anim als 
.uring the entire fair. The sam e 
will be aw arded for pig exhibi­
tors.

This is the firs t tim e we have 
had any special aw ards for hog 
and sheep showmanship, ar.d 
with the  en tries up one-third 
this year there will be keen com ­
petition.

Scoring will be done on the fol­
lowing basis: Display and care of 
animul, 40 points; care of equip­
ment, neatness of alleys, 40 
points; appearance and a ttitu d e  
fo clbu member, 20 points.

ROAD PROGRAM
NEAR FIN ISH

C lackam as county 's summei 
road im provem ent program  is 
nearing completion, County Com­
m issioner L. L. M cFarlane, P ark  
Place, declared Monday.

A bridge built on steel beam s 
has ju s t been finished over Milk 
.reek near Mulino by a  county 
crew under Bridge Forem an 
je rry  Baty. The span replaces an 
old covered bridge. W ork is now | 
going ahead on a  bridge over 
A bernathy creek on the T hayer 
road, which will replace one tha t 
gave w ay under a  wood truck  
About a m onth ago.

The road oiling crew  will fln"- 
ish up its  w ork in the Canby dis­
tric t Wednesday, and will resume 
operations a f te r  Labor day on 
the Clarkes-M eadowbrook road, 
M cFarlane said.

Bunkers and other perm anent 
construction are  being put up 
for a crusher site a t  Elwood, be­
tween Springw ater and Colton.
A bulldozer has cleared the soil 
iff  the gravel deposit.

Mountain Music

ASHEVILLE. N. C. . . . Sniantha 
Rumgardner loves her arantaln  
music so well that she has won the 
banjo-picking contest at the Ashe­
ville Mountain Dance and Music 
Festival for 12 years in a row.

War or No War—Fashions Go On

LONDON, England . . . These models are wearing the fashions 
chosen by a '-onimittee of British and American buyers. They were 
chosen as especially suited to the tastes of Americans and will be 
taken to New York by a delegation representing the Board of T rade’s 
Export Council.

“W orking for governm ent and 
living off governm ent has become 
the g rea t A m erican profession 
and is continually being prom ot­
ed, developed, and expanded.” Is 
th is w hat v.e w an t?

For b e tte r resu lts and a  sure sale 
use a Sandy Post Classfied Ad.
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W’s mos» famous tu t  ä
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Reduced io—and nation­
ally advertized all year 
at —the amazingly low

pries of
t o t e -

b V i'r tö  A’— FOR TH 
FIRST AND ONU
TiiWE TH IS  YEAR
in spite oi the general 
rice oi tire prices in luly 
—wo oiler you the great 
G oodyear All-Weather 
at this special pre-Labor 

Day Sale price.

C-J” All-W eather uC-3n All-W eather 
Whit» Sidewall

LOW PRICES
on other guaranteed 

Goodyear Tires— as low asFIRST-AND-ONiY1' 
S A lf PRICES

SIZE
5.25 or 5.50-17 $ 9.25
6.25 or 6.50-16 12.25
4.75 or 5.00-19 7.55
5.25 or 5.50-18 8.45

Cash prices with your old Hr» 
OTHER SIZES 

PRICED IN  PROPORTION  
White lidewalli ilightly higher

4.75-19 or 
5.00-19 SIZE

C ath

W RiTTEN
LIFETIME GUARANTEE
- hey make good or W e  do!

6,00 16 
SIZE

Price ( with your old 
tire) for "C-3“ All-
W eather or Rib Tread

EASY-PAY TERMS

Sandy Market, Inc
Phone 81 Rhododendron Phon
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Bull Run
Mr. and Mrs. Kealiher visited 

a t  Cle Elum, W ashington the 
firs t of the week.

Mr. and Mrs. Robley E u tle r and 
Charles B utler visited a t  the 
home of the ir parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. V. D. B u tler Sunday.

BORING
12 y ea r old K erm it M arkvard- 

t x  enjoyed being up in the  a ir  
o.i h it recent v isit a t  St. Paul, 
Minn, w ith  his fa th e r P e te r 
M arkvarusen and the la tte r 's  
aun t and uncle. The q u arte t en­
joyed the ir f irs t airp lane ride. 
The M arkvardsens retu rned  Sun- 

, day a f te r  a very in te resting  tr ip
cast covering 4800 miles. They 
visited Yellowstone P ark  on the ir 
w ay home.

Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Rannon and 
fam ily are a t home again  a f te r  
spending the ir vacation  a t  N ew ­
port, Oregon.

—o—
Mrs. F red Bow ers spen t a  week 

a t  her home here, resting  in be­
tw een early  and  la te  hops. She 
expects to re tu rn  to the hop 
fields near Salem nex t week.
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