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GREAT BRITAIN
ANSWERS NOTE

Nation Will Continue to Protect
Her Own Interests.

many as the best

Ships Still to" Be Detained In Ae-
cord With Policy Injury to
Neutrals Not Intended.

Washington, D, C.—Great Britain's
second and complete reply to the
American note of protest, which on
December 28 last asked for an early
improvement in the treatment of
American commerce by the British
fleet, was made public by mutual
agreement between the State depart

ment and the British foreign office,
The note, to Ambassador
Page by Sir Edward Grey under date
of February 10, that the de
pression in American industries is due
to the activity of the British fleet, and
among other causes the short

addressed

denies

AUugrests

age of shipping facilities, the conse
quent diminution of cotton trade and
the destruction by submarine mines

“laid by the enemy indiscriminately’’
of many neutral vessels,

After giving a lengthy detailed an
swer to the that American
ships and cargoes were being unduly
detained, the communication contains
in ita concluding paragraph the an
nouncement that Great Britain intends
to take retaliatory measures against
the German submarine campaign
against enemy ships, but does not re
veal their nature.

Conceding that foodstuffs intended
for the civil population of the country

charge

are not contraband, the British gov-
ernment points out that “‘in any coun
try in which there exists such tre
mendous organization for war as now

obtains Germany, there is no clear
division between those whom the gov
ernment is responsible for feeding and

n

those whom it is not.””

‘It will still be our endeavor,’" says
the final paragraphs, ‘‘to avoid injury
and loss to neutrals, but the 'announce
ment by the German government of
their intention to sink merchant ves
sels and their eargoes without verifica
tion of their nationality or character
and without making any provision for
the safety of non-combatant crews or
giving them a chance of saving their
lives has_made it necessary for His
Majesty's government to consider
what measures they should adopt to
protect their interests.

"It is impossible for one belligerent
to depart from rules and precedents
and for the other to remein bound by
them,"'

Since the presentation of the pre
liminary note, Sir Edward says that he
has had “‘further opportunity of exam-
ining into the Ilrmi«' atatistica of the
United States as embodied in the cus-

Kaiser May Exile Rich.

Copenhagen —The re port is in cirecu

Iation here that, owing to the neces- |
sity to restrict food consumption, the |
German government intends ordering
) 000,000 Germans who possess inde-
pendent incomes_and are ineligible for |
military service to leave Germany for
eutral countries and remain there un
til the war is over It is planned, ac-
ording to the report, that 8,000,000 of

these persons shall go to the Seandina
vian countries, 1,000,000 to Holland
and 1,000,000 to Switzgerland.

| iIng another catastrophe.

PERSIA FIGHT TURKS |

Lo

-

toms reiurns, in order to see whether |
the belligerent action of Great Britain
has been in any way the cause of trade
depression, which your excellency
(Ambassador Page) describes as exit-
ing in the United States and also
whether the seizures of vessels or
cargoes which have been made by the

in order to turn the flank of the Russian army in the Caucasus.
fighters In the Turco-Persian reglon, have jolned the regular armed force of the Perslan
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British navy have inflicted any loss on |

American owners for which our exist-

vin on the Turco-Persian frontier, 16 miles from Ourmiah City, the only Christian
vilege of carrying arms, valiantly defended their homes when the Turks invaded this

These brave soldiers, considered

B

Britain to Divert Food.

London — The office an-
nounced definitely that if the cargo of
the American steamship Wilhelmina
should be diverted for the relief of the
distressed in Belgium, the decision to
send her cargo to a British prize court
would be reconsidered. Otherwise her
cargo must be submitted to the de-

foreign

ing machinery provides no means of | cision of the court.

redress,’’
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New Mineral.

In the ol recent microscopi

al study of a number of samples from

course

the old Searles’ deep well at Searles
lake, San Bernardino county, Califor-
several minerals were found which

could not be determined optically, A

Revised Ship Purchase

Bill Passed by House
. C, The
ship purchase bill, as an amend
Weeks
was passed by the house at 1:20

Washington, govern-
ment
naval auxiliary

ment to the

bill,
o'clock a. m. Wednesday, by a vote of
216 to 121,

When Minority
that the Democratic
termined to stop the filibuster, several
conferences were held and it was
agreed not to keep up the dilatory
fight and a few minutes after 1 o'clock
final passage of

Leader Mann saw

leaders were de

A vote began on the
the bill,

The passage of the bill followed a
l4-hour parliamentary struggle, which,
until long after midnight, threatened
to extend interminably, because of a
determined  filibuster by Minority
Leader Mann, who yielded only after
administration leaders decided to apply
a second special rule to bring the fight
to an end

The bill now goes to the senate.

Nineteen Democrats voted against
the bill They were: Bathrick,
Borchers, Callaway, Dies, Donohoe.
Fitzgerald, Gerry, Gordon, Jones,
Kindel, Kitchin, Morrison, Moss of

| Indiana, Page of North Carolina, Saun-
-n!t'f!.

Slayden, Whitacre, White and
Witherspoon.
All of the Republicans present voted

against the bill,

Italy Is Shaken Again.

Rome Another earthquake in the
province of Aquila damaged many
houses, rendering a number of them

dangerous for habitation. The popu-
lation, greatly alarmed, has even
abandoned the undamaged houses, fear

ATHER IN SERVIA

guard duty ovi col
storms that have hed
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The Wilhemina, which sailed from
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ssary train in the mldst |
eplng over that country.
At
nalysis of one of these
be a hydrous borosilicate |
and the name Searlesite is
proposed for the new mineral, after |
John W. Searles, the ploneer, who put |
down the deep well from which the
Bpecimen came, |

e e

wed it
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New York with a cargo of food prod- |
uets for Germany, is at present at Fal-
mouth. A. G. Hays, an attorney rep-
resenting the Green company, the con-
signors of the ecargo of the Wilhel-
mina, called at the American embassy,
and went to Falmouth later., He said
he had not yet received his instructions
concerning the case, but in the mean-
time was endeavoring to learn all he
could about the status of the vessel
and her cargo.
Tiniest Exhibit Arrives.

San Franciseo — The smallest and
most valuable exhibit at the Panama- |
Pacific International Exposition will
be the fraction of a grain of mesothe-
rium, a derivative of radium, valued
at nearly £300,000 which will be placed |
in the German section of the Palace |
of Liberal Arts, The exhibit is now

on its way from Hamburg in a lead
box, carried by a personal represent- |
ative of the discoverer, D. Hugo
Lieber,
British Strike Averted.
London The threatened strike of

severai thousand railroad men through-

out Great Britain, demanding an in-
crease of wages, seems to have been
averted. Announcement was made

following a conference between rail-
road managers and representatives of
the union that an agreement had been |
reached, the terma of which will be
announced later,

Eight Slain in Panama Fight.

Panama-— A fight between soldiers
and native policemen here resulted,
according to first reports of the con-
flict, in the deaths of five policemen |
and three soldiers and the wounding of
many of the combatants. A ecarnival
was in progress and many of the sol- |
diers were on leave to attend the fes- |
tivity.

| surances of no

|a new administration,

Britons’ Howitzers Have
German Guns Surpassed

London—The British army in France

according to a report from the official
“‘eyewitness’’ with the expeditionary
forces, have gained ascendancy over
the heavy German guns.

These howitzers, he says, were used
in successful attacks on the German
positions in the brick fields south of
La Bassee canal a week ago.

“Our heavy howitzers took part in |

this bombardment, their fire being di-
rected on the railway triangle,’’ the
‘‘eyewitness’’ says. ““The boom of
these pieces and the detonation of their
shells were audible 20 miles away,
above the roar of the other artillery,
while to those close at hand the shriek-
ing of the great projectiles through

|the air was most impressive, as were
| the

volumes of smoke and debris
thrown up.

‘“The effect of the lyddite shells was
truly terrific, one house being blown
bodily into the air, and as they burst
among the brick stacks they created
great havoe among the enemy.

‘““The assault was launched against a
strong position, or ‘keep,’ among the
stacks of bricks held by the Germans.
Our storming columns rushed the work
from three sides at once and captured

| it with little loss, for, as prisoners af-
terward said, the noise of the bursting
| shielis was so great and the clouds of

dust with which the defenders were
surrounded were so thick that they did
not obs ur men advancing until
too late.

"“L
the north of this point, between it and
the canal, were stormed by another
party.

‘““By seizing these points we were
enabled to occupy a continuous line
southward from our forward posts on
the canal, which formed an advantage-
ous position in front of the brick
fields."”’
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Neutral Envoys Approve
Uncle Sam’s Protests
Washington, D. C.—Reading of the
official texts of the two notes from the
United States to Germany and Great

[ Britain developed Saturday an intense
|interest among officials and diplomats

in the question of what would be the
nature of the replies from the two
belligerent governments,

That Great Britain would give as-
intentiun to sanection
the general use of neuiral flags by
British merchant ships was 'the belief
of many officials. The widest
speculation, based on a variety of con-
ceptions of Germany’s plans in waging
a submarine war on merchant ghips
was heard as to the probable response
of the Berlin foreign office.

Count von Bernstorff, the German
ambassador, declined to discuss the
note to Germany, as he had received
no advices from Berlin concerning it,
and the British embassy also was
silent.

What excited most attention in con-
gress and among diplomats, however,
was the serious tone of the notes, even
though qualified by polite terms of
diplomatic usage. The determination
of the United States government to
have the American flag used only by
ships entitled to fly it and the warning

|that Germany would be held to al

‘‘strict accountability’’ if American
lives or vessels were lost in the at-
tacks on merchant vessels in the new
sea zones of war were practically the
sole topic of discussion in executive
and congressional circles, as well as
among the ambassadors and represent-
atives of belligerent and neutral na-
tions,

While there were no authorized ex-
pressions, it was evident that the neu-
tral diplomats in general gave both
notes their approval because of the
identity of interests of their govern-
ments and of the United States in the
circumstances.

Less *'Uplift” Is Wanted.,

Indianapolis — Henry Lane Wilson,
ex-ambassador to Mexico, speaking
here before the Columbia club, said:

“There will be no hope for Mexico
until either the present administration
reverses its policy in entirety or until
committed to
less uplift, but more genuine practical
advice and assistance in the way of in-
telligent evolution, comes into power.”’

Mr. Wilson said it was not his pur-
pose ‘‘to question the intention or
patriotism of the President, but the
performance of the administration.”’

Unfit 1o Be Exchanged.

Berlin — The first exchanges of dis-
abled prisoners of war under the plan
of Pope Benedict were arranged
through the Berlin embassy. One
hundred and forty-six British prisoners
unfit for further service will leave
Germany February 16, and Great Brit-
ain will release 107 Germans. The
exchanges apparently are not on a
numerical basis, but all those who are
disabled will be included within the
scope of the order eventually,

sort of |
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|
‘Gerard to Confer With Emperor
| On American Notes.

| Choice of Friendship of Two Na-
i tions Seems Offered—Situa-
tion Very Delicate.

| R
{i8 now using heavy howitzers, which, | Us So AMBA%ADO

i ik

i London — The German emperor, ac-
cording to an Exchange Telegraph dis-

I patch from The Hague, has invited the

| American ambassador to Germany,

| James W. Gerard, to a conference at

| eastern headquarters.

! Washington, D. C.—A situation of
| the utmost delicacy for the United
| States has arisen in relation to the
| European war, Its character is indi-
|cated by the request of Emperor Wil-
liam that Ambassador Gerard in com-
pany with Herr von Bethmann-Holl-
| weg, the German chancellor, shall
come at once to has headquarters in
the eastern theater of war.
This request is equivalent to a com-
| mand. Mr, Gerard and the chancellor
will go without delay. Mr. Gerard
has been equipped with the proper in-
structions, approved by the President.
These instructions are in line with the
‘ principles laid down in the note to the

t the same time the trenches to|German government protesting against

[ the enforcement of the German ‘‘war
! rone’’ decree.
| What results will follow from the
| audience which the emperor, surround-
|ed by his troops, will grant to the
| American ambassador, no one in Wash-
|ington knows. It will be a drematic
| setting for the conference, Within
[the armed camp of a marvelously effi-
| cient military power will be the diplo-
|matic representative of the United
| States, who realizes that the regular
|army of his country comprises only
| 80,000 men. This force constitutes
only two army corps.
| Under Emperor William’s command
in the theater of war to which Mr.
| Gerard has been summoned, there are
about 1,000,000 Germans—26 army
[corps. There are also a larger num
ber of Austro-Hungarians.
Backed by the bayonets around him,
| Emperor William will feel his power.
With the recollection of what the Uni-
ted States has, Mr. Gerard cannot but
make comparisons which German dip-
[ lomacy perhaps hopes will cause him
to feel at a disadvantage.
The German emperor is playing for
!p;reat stakes. It is nothing more nor
less than victory in the war. If the
United States can be brought to the
| point of insisting that its cargoes of
| foodstuffs shall pass freely to Ger-
| many, the emperor believes his cause
[ will be as good as won. Either Great
| Britain must abandon its seizures of
|such foodstuffs, in which event the
[ policy of ‘‘starving cut’’ Germany will
| no longer be effective, or continue to
do so in spite of objection of the
| American government and thus force
| drastic actior on the part of the Unit-
i ed States,

'Belgian Socialists Give
. Aid to Needy Countrymen

London—The organization of the
[ Socialist party in Brussels is doing
| splendid work in alleviating distress,
| according to a report from the Ameri-
can Commission for Relief. It has
two bakeries, employing 185 men,
with a possible weekly output of 220
tons of bread. At present they are
| baking and distributing about half
that amount. Their bakeries are not
|allowed to sell for money, but for
every ounce of flour they receive from
the commission for relief they turn in
& coupon signed by the head of a Bel-
gian family saying he has received the
bread.

| *““When a man makes application for
help,”” said the Socialist secretary,
"‘we ascertain his business and if pos-
[sible how many of his family are de-
pendent on him and how many have
trades of their own. If it is possible
for him to do work that will assist the
commission for relief we let him pay
|for the the coupons by doing that
work,

“For example, if a man is a shoe-
maker we let him make boots that are
turned in to the commission. This
particular form of work is, however,
| becoming impossible on account of the
failure of the supplies of raw material
of all kinds. The number of the un-
employed among the many weavers,
bookbinders, miners, ete., in Brussels
and the country at large is increasing
enormously. "’

Kaiser to Control Oafs.
| Berlin—The Bundesrath has decided
to expropriate all the domestic stocks
[of oats, with the exception of seed
| oats and the grain necessary for fodder
for horses. The order became effective
| February 18. The Bundesrath also
| raised the maximum price of oats by
lﬁll marks ($12.50) per metric ton.




