
‘To the people responsible
for shutting down the beach,’

I realize it has been goal for
some to close the beach on the
Fourth of July for a long time. It
seems this year they are getting
they’re way. I don’t know who
is responsible for the final deci-
sion but, they are wrong to do
so.

Many people travel to Port
Orford each year for the unique
experience of watching a great
fireworks show from the beach,
not to mention all the local folks
who plan on it every year. My
family has been doing this for a
long time, enjoying a warm fire,
barbeque, and fireworks.

I think it’s a big mistake to

take this away from the public,
keeping in mind that this is pub-
lic property, and will be very
damaging to the Fourth of July
spirit. This policy will also
undoubtedly hurt our communi-
ty financially.

So let’s not worry about a few

II
n 1876, my Great
Grandfather, Walter Sutton,
became the Curry County

Clerk, and served in that capaci-
ty for three terms.  

Later, in 1892, after owning
and publishing the Gold Beach
Gazette, he sold out and began
his ownership and publishing of
the Port Orford Tribune. It's first
issue appeared on May 10,
1892.  

That, obviously, would be on
my Grandmother's side.  

My Great Grandfather,
Amaziah Jamieson, also moved
to the Port Orford area, owning
property up Sixes River at Dry
Creek, and began his logging
and lumber industry.  

My Grandfather was born in
Port Orford I believe around
1898, or earlier. What a mix;
logging and journalism are the
historical legacies in my fami-
lies history. That must be why
I'm questionable at either one. I
know just enough about writing
and logging to endanger us all.  

Anyway, it looks like certain
members of my family will be
organizing a float with some of
our family heritage, and I have
been asked to walk alongside as
my Uncle Dick Jamieson and
possibly my Aunt Thelma are on
the float. If this all happens you
will get to see some memorabil-

ia.  
I plan

on dress-
ing like a
logger to
the best
of my
ability,
with my
Grand-
father's
logging
axe that is
famous for
killing a bear, plus my Dad's
lunch bucket that he used while
working for Champion
International up the Rogue
River.  

I'll never forget the time Dad
came home and shared with us

about losing his false teeth. He
always kept his teeth in a jar in
his lunch bucket until one day
he stopped for break, opened his
bucket, and the jar was empty.
He looked everywhere, but
couldn't find his teeth. Then, it
dawned on him that he had
eaten something earlier in the
morning, and sure enough they
were right where he had put
them, in his mouth.  

Now, I thought it would be an
added feature to have Dad's
false teeth still in the lunch
bucket, but I couldn't find them
anywhere.  

I wonder?  
Hope to see you and your

family on the 4th of July.  
To be cont'd ...

pyromaniac. Learn about human
bones, Parker's Solid Gold
Meteor, double homers, "Turd"
McCormick's wagon, chicken
massacres, the Prum-Yay
Automobile, falling out of trees,
and trying to hang onto friends
who are about to kick the buck-
et. Anyone who was ever a kid
should read this book."

As much fun as it has been for
me to live/work in Port Orford
from the 1970s to the present ...
I've always been curious about
what life in Port Orford had
been w-a-y before my time.
(Maybe I was hearing the 'whis-
per' of something in the wind ?)

Then at some point I was
lucky enough to become

acquainted with eloquent elders
of Port Orford such as Esther
Conley, Lucille Douglas, Pauline
Lenox and Syneva Lindberg.
Those elders and 'Western
Staters' like Mabel Edwards and
Leon White gradually showed
me where to look. Eventually I
learned from them how to 'hear
the whisper' of Port Orford's
Living History.

That was years ago. Since
then, many folks have shared
their memories with me and
allowed their old photos to be
scanned by me for inclusion in
the new Port Orford Library I
was raising money for. Since I
am not a 'Local Boy', trying to
keep all the names and events

and back-stories straight contin-
ues to be a work in progress for
me. Fortunately I am finding
Brice Wagner's "Life with Brice"
articles to be a big help with
that. Like Pat Masterson before
him, I feel he is developing into
quite a good story teller.

Because of the negligible
monetary value involved, keep-
ing track and making sense of
local history will always be a

labor of love.  So until "Time
Travel" is invented, we will
always be dependent on the
skills of our story tellers and
Historians among us. And - of
course - each of our memories is
shaped first by our point of view
and then re-shaped by the aging
process as those memories grad-
ually fade and merge together.

Alan Mitchell,
Port Orford

shoot from a different location
on the beach (farther south),
have to transport our shells on
the 4th (exposure on Hwy 101
we prefer to not have), start
many hours earlier, preload our
entire show and spend a great
deal more prep time.  We will
work far later into the night as
we will have much more equip-
ment to haul off the beach than
ever before. We have had to
have more meetings than ever in
advance of the 4th and  will
spend almost all day on the 4th
with the setup. We did not make
up these rules and regulations.
They are REQUIRED by the
State and by the Insurance carri-

er.  All of the mandatory
changes mean we will spend
very little time with our families
enjoying the same 4th of July
activites you will. We wish that
we could do the show the way
we have in the past. 

However, this is THE ONLY
WAY the show will go on.
Between the rules and regula-
tions and the high tide, the pre-
viously announced beach clo-
sures are mandatory. If people
would prefer not to abide by the
State and Insurance required
closures, we WILL NOT BE
ABLE to shoot the show. We
realize that for some, the clo-
sures are a tremendous incove-

nience. It may be that in the
future, people will choose to
have the beach open all day and
evening. In that event, we will
not have the fireworks show.
This year, we concluded that,
while we knew people would be
upset about the closures, more
people would be upset if we
could not have any fireworks
show whatsoever.

Please understand that many
people have worked very hard
long hours to have a Fireworks
show this year. Noncompliance
with the regulations this year
will mean that we will have to
return the fireworks to permitted
storage in North Bend and the

show will not happen. 
Please note that the

Dog/Dock beach will be open as
well as Hubbard's Creek beach
north to the barricades.

Thank you for your under-
standing. 

The Port Orford Volunteer
Firefighters wish you a safe and
happy Fourth of July.

Sincerely,
Gayle Wilcox

Fire Chief, PORFD

Port Orford News July 1, 2009 • Page 3

Pets of the WeekPets of the Week
at the Curry County

Animal Shelter

‘GOOFY & MIKIE’

Pet of the Week NEEDS
SPONSORS! Anyone who
would like to help sponsor
Pet of the Week please call
Matt Hall at (541) 260-3638.

For adoption info call
(541) 247-2514

Sponsored by 

Little Shop of Horrors, 
Geoff Trotter & Bridget

Lance Nix & Cromwell

ViewpointsViewpoints

North Curry County

Church Directory

Port Orford
Christian Center

Come celebrate the Lord
with Pastor Doug Jamieson.

Sunday School ........9:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning ....11 a.m.

Sunday Evening ......5 p.m.

Wed. Bible Study ....6:30 p.m.

10th & Washington

(541)332-2561

St. Christopher
Episcopal Church
Sunday Holy Eucharist

10 a.m.
417 Ninth St.

(Behind Fun Zone)

(541)332-0998

St. John’s
Catholic Church

Sunday  . . . . .8:30 a.m.

Wed. . . . . . . . . .9 a.m.
Hwy. 101 & 15th St.

Port Orford, OR

(541)253-6250

Zion Lutheran Church
Bible Study at 10 a.m., Worship at 11 a.m.

“God’s work, our hands ...”
Pastor Tim Carraher

2015 Washington (541)332-3581

The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

Port Orford Branch
20th & Jackson

332-5501

Langlois Community Church
“Where the Word of God is Proclaimed”

Pastor Rick House ◆ Youth Pastor Kyle Busenitz
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. ◆ Sunday Worship - 10:45 a.m.

◆ Wed. Bible Study - 7 p.m. ◆ Nursery provided
Hwy. 101 in Langlois ◆ (541) 348-2301

FFirst irst 

CCommunity ommunity CChurchhurch

2025 Jackson St.

(541) 332-3664
Worship Service

11 a.m.

Sunday School

9:30 a.m.

To be continued ... by Pastor Doug Jamieson

Doug Jamieson

The Curry County Shelter would
like to express itʼs gratitude for all
the support the community has
done to help our shelter to main-
tain a humane sanctuary for our
furry friends in this past year.
Please continue to support us as
our residents appreciate all you
can do.Thanks for all your support.
Goofy is 2 year old Coonhound.  He
is a hunting dog so he requires a little
extra attention. Goofy needs a large
fenced area and exercise daily would
go along way to make him a happy
dog. He gets along well with other
dogs and also can get along with chil-
dren. Goofy will be a great loyal com-
panion as long as he gets the atten-
tion he needs. 
Mikie is a 2 year old Australian Cattle
Dog. Mikie would do well in a very
large yard and would like having
other dogs around. He has a lot of
energy and requires daily exercise.
Throwing a Frisbee would be his tick-
et to happiness. With a little work
Mikie would be a great pet.

PLEASE LICENSE YOUR DOG!
IT HELPS YOU AND YOUR

DOG SHOULD IT BECOME LOST
AND THE FUNDS HELPS

THE SHELTER!!

Advertise your business or service in the PORT ORFORD NEWS BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY for   only $5 a week - $20 a month! 
With over 1,000 newspapers sold each week, in your business area!

Call (541) 332-NEWS (6397),  (541) 260-3638, or e-mail to portorfordnews@gmail.com 

Ali’ss Autoo Inc.
Specializing in Beautiful Bodies

Hwy. 101/1340 Idaho St.
PO Box 190, Port Orford,

OR 97465
Collision Repair - Wholesale Parts

24-Hour Towing

541-332-0333
Ali Jamshidneajad, President

Paradise Excavation &
Construction

Paradise Excavation & Construction
Thinking Outside the Box

Michael R. Hewitt, General Contractor

541 332 2750
Advanced Septic Systems

Underground Utilities
Manufactured Home Site

Development
CCB#117241 DEQ#3768 MDI $1644

www.ParadiseExcavation.com

The

Compass RoseCompass Rose
B&B

Four beautiful rooms with
private baths - walk to the
beach. Full hot breakfast

every morning. Open all year.
42497 Gull Road

(541) 332-7076

22 Stong-
Workingg Togetherr Forr YOU!

www.teamsherrysherrill.com

877-347-1740
www.teamsherrysherrill.com

See VIEWPOINTS, page 4

'Neath The Wind Realty, inc
736 Hwy 101 Port Orford, Oregon

Phone:  541.332.9463 (Wind)

Betty Sejlund, Principal Broker

www.neaththewind.com
Mon-Sat:  9-5 pm; Sundays by appt. only

Ed Beck, Broker: 332-2046
Sara Clark, Broker GRI: 253-6888
Susan Eastman, Broker: 253-6336

Joyce Spicer-Kinney, Broker GRI: 253-6198
Esther Winters, Broker GRI: 332-2021

George Bennett, Broker GRI, ABR:  541-251-0577
Jennifer Bastian, Broker: 541-253-6895

RMLS

JUST LISTED AND
PRICED FOR A QUICK

SALE!  Large city lot
(100x300), uphill from

Jackson Street, with town
views, seclusion and trees.

$39,500   #322

Crushed rock, sand, gravel & shale.
Grading & Site Development,

Underground Utilities, Tree, Brush
& Stump Removal. CCB # 160986. 

Call 541-332-4772
Bonded and insured

Advertise here
for only $5 a week,

$20 a month
in the PON’s

Service Directory
portorfordnews

@gmail.com
(541) 2360-3638

Letters to the editor

Send your letters, thanks, cheers and jeers to
portorfordnews@gmail.com.

All letters must have a name, address and
phone number for contact questions. Please keep

your comments and arguments empirical - and
please show respect for the opinions of others

in this, your open forum. Thank you.
— Matt Hall, Editor, Port Orford News

Skate Park will be hot

PON file photo

The Port Orford Skate Park, located at Buffington
Park, will be full of observers and plenty of skateboad
buffs this Fourth of July wekend.

Missing:
Since Feb.
23,Tan & White,
long-haired
Chiahuahua,
has tag with
Number on
back. Lost near
Silver Butte &
Port Orford
Loop.
REWARD! Call
290-2309 Miles

‘FOOLS HILL’, from page 1

‘FIREWORKS’, from page 1

LETTERS, continued


