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Life with Brice: ‘Ready to roll’
By Brice Wagner
PON staff writer

DD
uring each year’s fire sea-
son “Fourmile Guard
Station” has been on duty

to respond since 1946.
Historically the station’s buildings
are in part built by the CCC’S. 

The Fourmile Guard Station
protects an area from Coquille
River to the Prehistoric Gardens.
They respond and protect all
county, state, private, and BLM
lands. They do not work structure
fires but do respond and standby
when a structure fire occurs in the
Rural areas.  

Structure fires are the responsi-
bility of individual fire districts as
example locally Port Orford
Rural, Sixes Rural, and Langlois
Rural Fire Districts. 

Coos Forest Protective
Association has other branch
guard stations but this article cov-
ers Fourmile as they are the ones
that cover us locally concerning
wildland events.  

Their mission is initial attack
and  knock down brush fires
before they get too large to man-
age with their local resources
which also include mutual aid
from local Rural Fire District fire-
men and equipment. 

The Port Orford area is fortu-
nate to have had and has presently
an engine stationed here locally
for a quicker response than if all
equipment had to run here from
Fourmile. 

Local Fire Warden Joann Ruoff
has been with Coos for 15 years
and has had an engine here in the
City of Port Orford for that time
during each fire season. 

They
have
changed
their
smaller
engines to
dual real
wheeled
one ton 4
wheel drive light trucks that serve
the purpose much better then con-
ventional ¾ ton pickups of the
past.  

The station has ready to roll 24-
7 the following fire fighting
equipment: One caterpillar D6C
model cat (bulldozer) mounted on
a lowboy truck, One chase pickup
with fuel and extras for the dozer,
three one ton attack engines, one
950 gallon attack engine, one
3200 gallon tender, and one ¾ ton

See BRICE, page 7
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The Members of the Fourmile Guard Station are, top row; Greg Graham, Steve Kreutzer
(on cat): bottom row; left to right, Jim Kingsley, JoAnn Ruoff, Derwin Boggs, Robert
Franson, Matt Arndt, Albert Morolez and Jim McLeod, shown in these two photos with all
of their equipment.
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