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I ’ve been asked by at least 
a couple sources to comment 
again on how In heck to get 
ahold of a policeman here-a- 
bouts . . . mainly at night und 
on the weekends.

The reason there seems to 
be some confusion Is that some 
of you nice folks out there In 
readerland either don’t reac' 
this here newspaper . . .  or you 
have a slipped memory disc. 
We ran stories and advertise­
ments, courtesy of the Gold 
Beach Funeral Home, for sev­
eral weeks running—way back 
In the early spring. But I ’ m 
gonna lay It on you again— so 
pay attention now)

To get the police during nor­
mal working days at the city 
hall, that Is from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Monday through F r i­
day, you dial 332-2121. During 
those hours, you see, city 
clerk Vernlta Longton acts as 
dispatcher. BUT AFTER 4 P.M. 
AND ON HOLIDAYS AND 
WEEKENDS, YOU HAVE TO 
DIAL OPERATOR AND ASK 
FOR COMMERCE 9213.

That number (which is to ll 
free, by the way) w ill get you 
the courthouse switchboard in 
Gold Beach. When you’ve reach­
ed there, then ask for the 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE. They w ill 
then listen to your problem 
and notify local authorities by 
radio.

The same routine holds true 
i f  you need local ambulance 
service any time the city clerk 
Isn’ t on duty.

The reason for all this Is, 
you see, is this method w ill 
provide 24-hour coverage— 
just for your convenience.

The number to call again is 
Operator—ask for Commerce 
9213, then the sheriff’ s office.

-P-
Saturday was the BIG day 

for Harold Denn and Kristy 
Kruetzer . . . they got married 
up in Langlois. They also 
stopped at Monty’ s 76 Union 
here to wash all the ’ ’good 
•wishes”  off their car. They 
also left the car door open 
while performing the wash Job 
. . . and their marriage license 
blew right out that door. But 
that didn’ t stop them. They fin ­
ished the Job and headed on 
for California. But then they 
didn’ t know, either, that the 
o l’ license was missing. But 
It was safe . . .  In Monty’s of­
fice.

-P -
Heard from Jack Lenox that 

five local sailors had an lm - 
prompto get-together In Singa­
pore during July. There was 
Steve osberg (ship unknown), 
Ens. Walt Stauffer and B ill Len­
ox, on the U.S.S. Francis Ham­
mond, and Monty King and A l­
an Lenox on the constellation. 
Sorry, sailors, don’t know the 
rest of your rates . . .  but I’ l l  
bet you had a good time talk­
ing over your old high school 
days.

-P-
Next Tuesday night is the 

local Port meeting . . .  8 p.m. 
at the city hall,

-P-
Don’t particularly know what 

made me think of It but this 
year w ill mark 17 years of 
my attendance at city council 
meetings . . . and only missing 
about three. 'Course four of 
them years I was a member 
of them fa ir haired city dads. 
The balance of them years It 
was simply a duty (I mean 
IS a duty.) Matter of fact It ’ s 
a downright chore.

But that’s the price you pay 
when you’re the NO. ONE re ­
porter on this here "sheet.”

(Gotta close and get to the 
council meetln.*)
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From Oregon Business Barometer,-

At Least Some Reasons . . .
WHY THE RISE IN FOOD PRICES? The explosion of 
food prices is in a sense an act of God. Price con­
trols could not have kept agricultural products from 
rising Despite our wishes, frustrations, agonies, and 
anger plus criticism of middlemen and the farm sec­
tor, Mother Nature and the laws of economics pre­
vailed. In fact, we have evidence that government 
attempts to correct the situation have been futile If 
we were facing starvation, the rationing of food sup­
plies might be necessary However, since the short­
age is not that serious we probably should be patient 
and pray for a bountiful harvest It is fairly obvious 
that we will face higher food prices for some time. 
The rise in food prices stems from a reduction in 
the supply of agricultural products which has been 
world wide Last year there was a decline in grain 
production of 3.5 percent compared to an average 
increase of the same percentage annually since 
1961. As everyone knows, the shortage of grains in 
Russia was significant enough to motivate a sub­
stantial purchase in this country last year The most 
dramatic price increase has been found in feed 
grain which has obviously had an impact on the 
price of meat The shortage of soybeans has been 
especially great and reflects a long-run inadequacy 
of protein sources A very important source of pro­
tein comes from the fish harvest in Peru, but this 
source plummeted in 1972 and this year all fishing 
for anchovies has been suspended until late summer.

In this country we have encountered some, very 
.disappointing developments in the form of unfavor-, 
able weather and unsound public policies Weather 
has taken its toll of agricultural output this year. In 
the winter severe cold resulted in a high kill of live­
stock especially in the southwestern part of the 
United States, and some fruits were severely dam­
aged throughout the Mation. This spring floods in 
the midwest retarded crop plantings which will have 
an impact on the output of feed grains later this 
year. Our country has a great c^Qability in the area 
of agricultural production unmatched by any other. 
As a result of this situation, the United States has 
followed a pobcy over the years of restricting ag­
ricultural output in an effort to support farm income. 
This has been done by paying various subsidies to 
farmers for not producing certain commodities 
Since it takes time to get land back into production, 
this factor has contributed to lim iting the supply of 
agricultural products and increasing food prices 
Recently Congress passed legislation that will limit 
farm subsidies and place more land into production.

In addition to land availability the barring of DES 
(Diethylstilbestrol) as a growth stimulant in beef by 
the Food and Drug Administration will reduce the 
yield of this most desirable farm product. It has been 
estimated that prohibition of the use of this drug 
will reduce beef production by about 3 percent. Fi­
nally, price controls have resulted in a curtailment 
of many agricultural products Reports of the killing 
of chickens and the selling of sows and heifers 
rather than keeping them for breeding purposes will 
have an effect upon the outlook of meat later on 
this year The supply shortages in meat which pres­
ently is the most critical food item can be traced to 
an interaction between the high feed costs and 
cyclical lows in cattle and hog marketing For the 
past three years cattlemen have been holding up on 
marketings in order to build up herds Hog produc­
tion was cutback, especially in early 1972 when 
prices were relatively low Farmers have also had 
little incentive to place livestock in feed lots because 
of high feed costs High feed costs also lim it the 
time spent in lots and reduce the amount of weight 
per animal slaughtered.

In addition to the supply factors the demand for 
food has been extremely strong Both monetary and 
fiscal policies have resulted in an increase in per­
sonal incomes which has placed consumers in a 
position to buy more and better quality food items. 
Since mid-1972 disposable personal income rose 
from $770 billion to $851 billion, a rise of 10.4 per­
cent and the sharpest increEise in 25 years. Several 
factors have contributed to this unprecedented in­
crease First, there has been a general increase in 
business activity. Second federal outlays for food 
assistance programs have increased dramatically 
from one to slightly more than $4 billion since 1969 
The number of beneticiarifjs receiving food stamps 
has risen from slightly over 3 to 13 million in three 
years In addition to this substantial increase social 
security payments have risen in the past two years 
by about $12 billion, most of which was probably 
expended to improve diets In addition to the rising 
domestic consumption the foreign demand for our 
agricultural goods has been increasing significantly 
in recent years Annual export sales last year rose 
to $10 billion, an increase of 20 percent over the 
previous year, and at the moment it appears that in 
the coming fiscal year farm exports might be up by 
another billion dollars.

Veterans Get Two Benefits

i

I

Two new veterans benefits 
part of the National Cemetery 
Act approved by the President, 
become effective this month 
and in September, according 
to Henry G Helmstetter, act­
ing director of the Veterans 
Administration regional office 
In Portland.

For veterans who died on 
Aug 1, 1873, or after, the VA 
can pay a plot or Interment 
allowance of $130 in addition

to the $250 maximum already 
authorized

Starting Sept 1, payment of 
funeral expenses up to $800 Is 
authorized for veterans who 
die of service connected
causes

Helmstetter pointed out that 
VA has for some time paid 
allowances to funeral direc­
tors or other persons who 
bore veterans' burial expens 
es. provided claims were filed

Report
BY K . PHI S IX T A T IV I  J " H \  D I L L L N H A i X

■ S
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BILL HUGGINS

Al Steinmetz, president of the 
Port o rto rd  Rotary Club, has 
announced that B ill Huggins, 
Governor of Rotary D istrict 
S il, w ill v is it the local club, 
meeting firs t with officers and 
directors and committee chair­
men In a club assembly, fo l­
lowed by an address at the 
club’ s regular meeting on Aug­
ust 30.

Huggins, from Coos Bay, has 
the responsibility of meeting 
with each of the 33 clubs in 
the d is tric t which encompasses 
approximately the lower two- 
thirds of Oregon and a small 
area in northern California. 
D istric t 511 is one of 234 such 
D istricts with nearly 16,000 
clubs and nearly three-quarters 
of a million Rotarlans located 
In 150 countries of the world, 
more contrles, In fact, than 
are represented In the United 
Nations.

D istrict Gov. Huggins w ill 
bring a message from inter­
national President Wiliam c a r­
ter of England, who has adopted 
as his theme, "A  Time for 
Action,”  built around a pro­
gram of “ Improving the qual­
ity of life  in the four avenues 
of service.”

Huggins is a lifetime resi­
dent of Coos Bay and a Ro­
tarlan since 1947, the last 24 
years with perfect attendance. 
He Is a past-president of the 
Coos Bay-North Bend club.

He was the Rotarlan Leader 
on D istrtct S il ’ s firs t Group 
Study Team which went to Aus­
tralia In 1968. He served as 
D istrict Group Study chairman 
during the v is it of the team 
from Norway. He has also 
served as D istrict Chairman 
of the Rotary f oundation Pro­
motion Committee, and In 1970 
was co-chairman of the Dis­
tr ic t Conference In Coos Bay.

The Huggins family has been 
active in student exchanges, 
hosting students from Switzer­
land and Sweden In the AFS 
and Rotary Programs.

With undergraduate work at 
both UCLA and Cornell, Hug­
gins graduated in 1947 from 
the University of Oregon fo l­
lowing service In the U.S. Navy 
as Commanding officer of a 
landing ship.

He is president of Huggins 
Insurance Agency of Coos Bay 
and Salem, a family business 
established in 1919 by his late 
father, George C. "Chet”  Hug­
gins, a Rotarlan from Coos Bay.

B ill Huggins and his wife, 
Clara, known In Rotary circles 
as his "Rotary Ann,”  have three 
grown sons and two daughters 
at home.

Hearing Set 
On Thursday
A hearing on appeal from 

the Curry County Planning 
Commission ruling of June 7, 
1973, by Gordon MCNew, Is 
set for August 23, next Thurs­
day, at 8 p.m. In the Court 
Room of the Courthouse In 
Gold Beach.

On Wednesday, Curry County 
Commissioners Glen Hale and 
Lester Williams met with per­
sonnel of the Forest Service, 
Curry county Sheriff Alan 
Bolee, Parks Director of Jo­
sephine County, and personnel 
from the curry county Road 
Dept., to inspect the site for 
a boat ramp at Foster bar 
on Rogue River and the Agness 
road.

in an order, the Board ap­
proved transfer of certain funds 
appropriated and unexpended to 
certain funds over-expended 
within the General I und for 
Fiscal Year 1972-73.

within two years of permanent 
burial or cremation

The agency also pays trans­
portation costs of veterans 
whose death occurs in its hos­
pitals or domiciliarles, or who 
die white hospitalized or be­
ing treated at the agency's ex­
pense

HOUSE PASSES FARM BILL
After long hours of debate over a two week period, the House 

of Representatives on July 19th passed an all encompassing farm 
b ill I was not among House Members whe supported the bill 
The measure went to conference so differences with the Senate 
version could be resolved and was passed In Its final form on 
Agust 3rd

August 3rd
This nation must have a sound farm policy. The Agriculture 

Act as passed, In my opinion, does not meet that test
I strongly believe in a free market system for agriculture 

and share the view of many farmers that agriculture should not 
rely on federal government subsidies indefinitely We should 
provide incentives for the farmer to compete In the open market 
place Activity in a free market economy would provide the best 
gauge for the amount a farmer should produce and a consumer 
should pay.

In part 1 opposed this legislation because of the House's failure 
to delete the escalator clause from the target price concept 
Under this concept, "ta rget”  prices w ill be set with the provision 
that if market prices fall to reach that level within the firs t five 
months of the market year, the federal government w ill subsidize 
the farmer up to the target price level If market prices exceed 
the target price ceiling, no subsidies w ill be paid.

An escalator mechanism, to adjust target prices to keep step 
with costs, could skyrocket target prices to unreachable levels 
This mechanism would only prolong farmers' dependence on 
government subsidies and could cost the American taxpayer 
immense amounts over the next four years

I feel the target price concept with the escalator clause attached 
would run counter to goats of a free market economy. I voted in 
favor of deleting the escalator clause from the bill, but this 
move was rejected by the House 184-220

In a further attempt to close loopholes In the farm subsidy 
program, the House passed Rep Paul Findley’s (R 111.) amend­
ment to lim it the amount of subsidy payments to $20.000 per 
farmer annually I supported Findley's amendment which carried 
with It strict and necessary provisions to control the misuse of 
subsidy payments Unfortunately this amendment was eliminated 
from the b ill during the conference with the Senate

In another provision of the b ill very important to Oregon, the 
House extended rural conservation measures I feel very strongly 
about the value and Importance of this program and voiced my 
feelings on the Floor of the House concerning provisions to Insure 
sound timber management and conservation In the future I was 
pleased when the House voted to retain these provisions

in other action on the bill, the House renewed the food stamp 
program, but banned striking workers from elig ib ility under the 
program However, this proposed ban was left out of the final 
version of the legislation. While this subject is highly contro 
versial. I felt this ban would not have been sound public policy

At a time like the present when the market situation for the 
farmer has improved and is likely to continue to remain strong, It 
seemed to me the time was ideal to abandon the old farm programs 
based essentially on the idea of restricting and controlling farm 
production The world needs all the agricultural products a 
strong American agriculture can produce A free market economy 
would, in my opinion, be much more successful in reaching that 
goal than the basic programs in this farm bill

Obituaries . . .

Robert S. Meyer
Funeral services were held 

in the F irs t community Church 
here at 10:30 a.m. Friday, Aug. 
10, for Robert Stewart Meyer, 
a Port orford resident since 
1939.

Mr. Merer was born May 19, 
1899, at Lyons, Kan., and died 
at the age of 74 on Aug. 8 
in Gold Beach. He was In the 
Army during World war I and 
was in the Army of occupa­

tion in Germany. He later 
served two enlistments in the 
Navy. He was married to Mar­
garet Hatfield of L ittle  River, 
Kan., in 1937 and Mrs. Meyer 
survives.

Last March, Meyer, a past 
commander of the American 
Legion Post 7C here, received 
his 52-year membership from 
the Legion National Headquar­
ters. He was a 50-year mem­
ber of the Masonic Lodge in
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Lyons, Kan., and was a 32nd 
Degree Mason, receiving the 
degree from the Wichita Con­
sistory, and he was a member 
of the Methodist church of 
Lyons.

Following services, the bur­
ial took place Monday in the 
Meyer family plot in Lyons. 
The family requested that mem­
orials go to the Oregon Lung 
Association.

Surviving In addition to the

widow are sisters, Mrs. Ruth 
Wagerle, sterling, Kan.; Mrs. 
Leah welday, Sacramento, Cal.; 
Mrs. Retta Janssen, Lyons, 
Kan.; Mrs. Esther Jensen,Osh­
kosh, Neb.; Mrs. Portia Hibbs, 
walker, La.; Mrs. Virginia 
Newby, San Luis Ablspo, l al.; 
brother, V irg il Meyer, Cim­
arron, Kan.

Funeral arrangements were 
under the direction of the Gold 
Beach Funeral Home.
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