Alternate Property Tax
Relief Plan Submitted

A bipartisan effort to solve
the problem of burdensome pro=
perty taxes in Oregon was
launched in the House of Rep=
resentatives in Salem Wednes-
day. House Minority Leader
Jason Boe, D=Reedsport, stated
that an alternative plan to the
3% sales tax has been worked
out to provide property tax
relief to every home and farm=-
stead in the state. ‘‘The pro-
posal would grant the equiva-
lent of a $5,000 reduction from
the true cash value of all homes
and farmsteads. Figures from
the Oregon Tax Commission
indicate that this bill will pro-
vide anp additional $50 million
a4 year to the state for the
purposes of property tax re-
lief,” Representative Boe ex-
plained,

As a result of this alter-
native plan an owner of a $10,-
000 home would receive 50%

property tax relief and the
owner of a $20,000 home, 25%.
It would also keep a substan-
tial amount of tax money here
in Oregon that presently is
going to Washington D, C, in
federal income taxes, Thefunds
necessary to accomplish this
program would be raised by
simplifying the Oregon Income
Tax form and eliminating the
federal deduction on Oregon
income tax forms.

The person living in Port-
land, for instance, and earning
$5,000 a year would pay $32
as a result of the loss of his

federal deduction and gain $150
in property tax relief--a sav-
ings for him of $118 a year
in total taxes. ‘“This repre-
sents true property tax re-
lief,” the Minority Leader em=
phasized. ‘‘In addition, provis=-
fons have been made as a sep=
arate part of this package for
50% property tax relief to the
elderly retired persons InOre=-
gon. This portion of the pack=
age 1is not dependent on ap=-
proval of any tax program and
can be funded from present
state revenues.”

Rep. Richard Eymann, D-
Springfield, Rep. Morris Croth=
ers, R-Salem, Rep. Richard
Groener, D-Milwaukie, Rep.
Robert Dugdale, R-Portland,
Rep. Keith Skelton, D= Portland,
Rep. Jack Ripper, D-Coos Bay,
Sen. George Eivers, R-
Clackamas C., and Sen. Al
Flegel, D-Roseburg all joined
with Rep. Boe to sponsor the
alternative proposal. Both the
Democratic and Republican
sponsors hoped that theleader=
ship of the House would im-
mediately commence hearings
on this and other alternatives
to the 3% sales tax. Speaking
for the group, Rep. Boe said
that they felt ‘‘the public will
demand that this legislature
stand ready to pass a soundly
financed property tax relief
program in the event that the
sales tax issue is defeated on
June 3.”

Gold Beach District Describes
Season Reforestation Activites

The Gold Beach Ranger Dis=
trict plans to reforest about
2,300 acres of clear-cut units
this season, Ranger Ted Bur-
gess announced. About 2,100
acres of contract tree planting
are planned and about 200 acres
of natural seeding, he said.

Contractor Harland Selmer,
Salem, Oregon, was low bidder
at $23.90 per acre to plant
934 acres this fall, Ray Vega,
the contractor’s representa-
tive, used a 12-man planting
crew and was able to plant
360 acres before unusually
early snows forced suspension
of work in December. The crew
planted 3-year=-old Douglas=fir
seedlings on 8x8 foot spacing.
This crew was commonly able
to plant 2 acres per man per
day and still show excellent
planting quality.

Mahlon Hale, Contract Ad-
ministrator and Reforestation
Forester, reports that A & C
Reforestation of Salem, Ore-
gon, is the contractor currently
planting on the Gold Beach
Ranger District, The contract=
or bid $22,88 to plant 1142
acres. This contract calls for
using either 2-year or 3-year
old Douglas-fir seedlings to
be planted on 8x8 foot spacing.
About 800 acres of this con-
tract require planting in slash
and brush., The contractor is
still expected to plant between
400 to 500 trees per acre in
these areas, At the present
time the Forest Service road
crew is removing slides, trees
and snow from primary access
roads to allow the planters to
reach primary planting sites.

““Mert” Langley, foreman of
a 12-man crew, is currently
supervising planting on the
Lower Shasta Costa Sale units,
and Stephen Petrie, foreman of
a second 12-man crew is super=-
vising planting on the Lower
Raspberry sale units. Both
crews are planting about 30
acres per day, and the planting
quality is very good, Hale re=
ports.

Ranger Burgess announces
that a third contract has re=-
cently been advertised for
planting 398 acres of these units
that were not completed this
fall because of early snow.
The apparent low bidder is
Harland Selmer. Planting on
this contract will begin once
snow begins to melt from most
of the high elevation planting
areas on the Foster Creek and
Greenknob timber sale areas.
About 100,000 Douglas=-Fir
seedlings scheduled for both
these planting areas are heel-
ed-in at the Agness Guard
Station and Gold Beach Ranger
Station.

Mr, Hale states that npatural
seeding is being attempted on
about 200 acres of inaccess=-
ible or non=plantable cutting
units on the older Frieda Blow-
down, Panther Mountain, and
other sales. A high rodent pop=
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ulation was found in these areas.
This necessitated temporary
rodent suppressionwork to pre-
vent rodents like the White
Footed Deer mouse from eating
most of the natural seeds, Wind-
blown Douglas-fir seed coming
from the adjacent timber stands
in expected to aid re-
forestation on these non=-stock-
ed areas, Stocking surveys
taken next fall should indicate
how successful the program
was.

Ranger Burgess says fall
cone harvesting was not as
successful as hoped for, Only
about 440 bushels of Douglas-
fir seed cones were collected
by the contrac'sr. One of the
causes for poor collection is
a serious lack of cone pickers,
Ranger Burgess says the dis-
trict is also handicapped by
having only a few primary cone
picking areas and that all har-
vesting must be done by hand
picking, rather than finding
squirrel caches as is common=
ly done in the Cascade moun-
tains,

The district has barely the
minimum amount of tree seed
to sustain its planting program,
Ranger Burgess explained. For
this reason direct seeding has
not been used extensively by
the district as might be de=
sired,

It is hoped, he said, to de-
velop more seed production
areas, such as the current one
on Sugarloaf, Seed production
areas are npatural stands of
potential cone collecting trees
in the essential elevationbands,
Once located, these areas would
be thinned and fertilized to
stimulate the production of seed
cones. During good seed years,
the district can harvest a large
quantity of cones from needed
elevation bands, thereby in-
creasing the quantity of pick-
able cones and available seed,
Areas currrently under con-
sideration are in the Little
Silver Creek, below Skookum=-
house Prairie. Layout in this

area is hoped to begin next, he
said.
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FOR YEAR ‘NOUND FRESHNESS BLUEBERRY, BOYSENBERRY, BLACKBERRY,

Banquet Pies. . ... 3:1

BROCCOLI SPEARS, CAULIFLOWER, MIXED VEG., CUT BEANS, BROCCOLI
ONION RINGS SLICED BEANS, BABY LIMAS, FORDHOOK LIMAS, OKRA

Libby Vegetables ., . . 4 for ¢1

DE LUXE ONE-HALF GALLON
79c¢

Ice Cream and Sherbet
Alberto French Bread . . . 49¢
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DUNCAN HINES

Layer
Cake Mix

Mekag s Mekay s Mooy

Y 303 Size

Standby

FRESH FRCSTED
OREGON GROWN

Pan Ready !‘ﬁrers

GRADE A 2

Young Turkey Hlndquarters ;
c°rned Beef .u89¢ TRY CORNED BEEF L"“'

AND CABBAGE FOR

ST. PATRICKS DAY!
COUNTRY STYLE NEBERGALL SMOKED GORTON's 1.LB PKG "\imu.
Spare Ribs ...59c(Bacon Jowls .. 39¢|Fish & Chips . 6‘90 BOX

_ SEE APPLESAUCE
NEBERGALL 10-0z PKG. | prop's WHOLE HOG Mild, Med. or Hot| PORK "

Dinne‘_!‘zanks 49c|Sausage . . .. 69c|Loin Roast .59¢c

PEAS & CARROTS, MIXED VEGETABLES,
C. 5. CORN OR W. C. CORN, CUT GREEN
BEANS, SLICED GREEN BEANS, PEAS—

’1

FOR

4-Roll Pack Silk

TOILET
TISSUE

12510,
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LB 590

A 1HT COLUMBIA
I SNCNC _|(_)|"i IDIA
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flavor!

ENJOY SOME TODAY

Peanvuts
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ROASTED
SALTED IN THE SHELL

LARGE

~ SNOBOY
Indian River

“THE FINEST GROWN ANYWHERE!”
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Pink Grapefruit

SHADY 0OAK '.-LB
Mushrooms WA

SNOBOY

Yellow Onions . . . :10c¢

SNOBOY EXTRA FANCY 4-LB BAG

Green Cabbage . . iz 13¢c Winesap Apples ., . 88c
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