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Drinking Drivers
Warned By State

More and more we're begin-
ning to realize how often al-
cohol is involved in traffic ac-
cidents. With these words, Dr.
Edward Press, State He.alt.u.-f-
ficer and men ‘er of the Oregon
Traffic Safety Commission,
sounded a warning for the holi-
days ahead,

‘“New studies show that
drinking is involved in as i any
as half the fatal traffic ac-

cidents,’ the safety official em=
phasized. ‘““The estimates in
volve no special time of year;
s0 during the season of par=
ties and celebrations, the impli-
cations are even more fright=
ening.””

The Commissions forewarn-
ing was clear; if the holidays
are to be kept from being dis-
astrous for many people and
many cars in Oregon, care and
common sense adjustments will
have to replace the usual holi-
day carelessness,

‘“Alcohol dullsour senses and
deadens restraints that usually

govern our 'e.-r‘..m.,’ Dr,
Press continued., “In short,
liquor influences us to take

chances and do things we nor-
mally wouldn’t do,"*
Take such a carefree attitude

with you behind the whee! of
your car and mix it with holi=
day pressures, last minute
rushes and adverse weather,

and the stage is set for a per=
sonal disaster,

‘‘Be sensible,” he urged.
““Don’t abuse traditional holi=-
day conviviality, Know your own
limitations when it comes to
drinking. Horrible traffic
crashes are only one of the
tragic consequences that are
possible.

“l can’t be any more
plicit than that; and 1 can't
argue with the research find-
ings of alcohol’s adverse effects
upon driving behavior, In the
final analysis, what our holiday
traffic record turns out to be
this year will depend upon how
well you adjust your actions to
the cold, hard facts of reality.
The answer’s up to you,” Dr.
Press declared,
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Sturgeon Migration
Is Studied

By LANS LENEVE

A green sturgeon tagged by
the Oregon Game Commission
and released back into the Co-
lumbia River last fall was re-
captured recentlyby acommer-
cial fisherman near the mouth
of the Fraser River in British

Columbia. The 46-inch fish
made the 370-mile trip in one
vear and six days from the

time it was tagged in the lower
river across from Astoriauntil
it was recaptured at Stevenson,
British Columbia, in late Aug=-
ust. The sturgeon had gained
an even two pounds in the one=-
year interim from its first of-
ficial weight of 17 pounds,

The extensive study of the
history and migration of Co=
lumbia River sturgeon is now

some historians trace back to
Martin Luther, the Reformation
leader, Encyclopedia Ameri=-
cana researchers say

After a walk one Christmas
Eve under a brilliant starlight
sky, Luther returned home and
tried to reproduce the scene for
his family by lighting candles
on the Christmas tree,

-—pP -

Christmas can come to an end
in a blaze of glory—and a safe
one, too, Custom sets a date for
the disposal of the tree by burn-
ing, It's January 6, the Twelfth
Night of Christmas, or Epephany
—traditionally the night when
the Three Wise Men, or Magi,
made their visit to the Christ
Child in Bethlehem,

The modem world, reviving
the Twelfth Night custom of
bonfires for disposing of the tree
and other greenery, combines
the safety fictor with commun-
ity spirit and fun,

I'welft:. Night celebrations
are planned in many commun-
ities in public parks for neigh-
borhood groups. It's a
night for the kids and their par-
ents,

Children bring the
the park, or the town collects
them, On Twelfth Night every-
one gathers around the bonfire
or trees and greer :ry to sing
carols,
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