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Weakend Weak Ends Are Deadly

“There’s no place like home!* This old saying is taking on
a new twist in the lig! f Oregon’s currently skyrocketing
highway death toll, The Traffic Safety & Education Division of
the Oregon Department of Motor Vehicles reports that a deadly
combination of weekend veak-ends is providing the fuel for
our traffic death rocket

Trying to pick one wo significant facts out of the maze
of statistical informatic flable on traffic accidents is lke
trylng to find a pickpocket at a nudist’s pienic. But out of the
reports on the over 435 reported fatal accidents this year comes
the startling fact that in every month but March and August,
over half of our highway deaths have been on weekends.

The breakdown runs like this: January, 25 of 43; February,
21 of 38; March, 24 of 49; il, 47 of 71; May, 24 of 40; June,
29 of 58; July, 33 of 60; August, 26 of 66; September, 43 of 67.
In other words, through September, 272 of 492 highway deaths

had occurred on weekends

Isn’t this a paradox? A guy beats his brains out all week
looking forward to the weekend when he can let down and taks
it easy. Oh, maybe a little trip to the coast or up to the hills,
but nothing very big.

Now, if it were the Labor Day weekend, or the Fourth of
July weekend, it would be dilferent, These are dangerous week-

ends and we're not and risk our necks with all

L B et out
those nuts loose on hw

We'll walt until kend when those clowns will be
home and then {t'll be sale nture out,

How wrong can w L Vhat about these so-called ‘‘dan-
gerous’ holiday week Vell, so far, we've killed four
persons over the Fourth July holiday, and seven persons
over the long Labor Day weckend. And what does this prove?
No, it doesn’t prove that we’ve been yelling “‘wolf’’ all these
years when we and ot! have warned of these dangerous

weekends. With the fantasticoutpouringof hundreds of thousands
of drivers on these weekends, certainly chances of being killed,
or maimed by a thoughtless or careless one go up. No, what the
lower hog)iday sweekend toll proves is that all t!u— “viewing
with alarm?' has paid off. People have finally realized that we
weren’t kidding. These big holidays are indeed big killers . ..

and so they’re driving ith that extra ounce of caution and
courtesy that pays off in the end.
So what do we dc , 4bout our *‘safe'’ everyday kind c

weekend? No need to pol ut to a generally intelligent "u“’i

that on any week b ) '[.“,nllx.mdr, of drivers ars out
that never get 10 miles from home during the week,

And that br ke traffic toll orbitting ingredient. . .
the “weak-ends.” In t 1at some of close frie
think, the weak end we’ referring to is the one g \
situated on top of the shoulders. Unfortunately, too m of
these weak ends belong to that thundering herd that comes
out only on weekends. Some of them are just plain ignorant

of the law' and haven’t bothe: ywledge
for 20 years or n e of them “:ave physical weaken
that render them unfit irive...on a weekend or any day. Some
of them are em iisturbed, angry, or otherwise pre-

’
occupied. Their ywhere but on their driving.

ed to check-up on their knc

ore. 20 es5ses

Some of them are in a load of kids, pets, and sundry noise-
making devices calculat t ke the trip closely resemble
the inside of a rotating c« t mixer

Add to these the general jerk who thinks "e c¢an drink and
drive; the long-haul luni i who already has 600 miles behind
hlr‘" f nd Ti T411 who I‘I'-;‘t ;‘-lll:. doesn’t have the

for the day
jenc in today’s traffic;
ing through a

and you begir

weekend

to see why the id
highway are stacked g

So what's our solrtion? Well, we could begin by advocating
that a national edict be 1 giving one third of the pop
ulation their weekend on Satur and Sunday, oae third
Monday and Tuesday, etc., but we can forsee screams to high
heaven about kids ir i other trivial matters. So we’ll
overlook that for now

Or, we conld go on rd as favoring issuance of special

week: ly to those who could prove their

how, our more conser-

ntation and regulation balk at
fu down this road and

trip p-‘r:"im for
trip to be of an en
\'ati\ e nature and

this solution, Or w oul ”--;. urthe

Son

advocate the vers as "‘enforcement
officers’” on ry i, sign an enforcement
rider to every driver,

Or, of course, we ] ! itinue what we’ve been doing
all along and put the facts before you ...that over 50% of
our deaths in any aver month occur on only those nine days
represented by weekends, u todrive accordin

on the other d, if ) "t want te &i‘r- the "h— hp‘"“!'” a

ave earmarked this money
some extent f specific
rposes of their own choosing.

intended for
court, There is

}he
tO L.J.L ‘
such a as an 1

th oral
that adds ur to justice for all,

OPPOIOS coun'y ‘..-r: if it does conflict with the

just

2 HH political ambition of the spend-
Aid To Cities oes: Ty S8 o
To The Editor:

In my opinion, the decision v, < for better government
of the Curry County irt ¢t better price.
lirr.it_ the distrit J'I‘. oi DeMARTIN
$300,000. of county funds to the or, Oregon
three incorporated citles fir
Curry county is discriminator 2t e IDITCE
This money should notbe avail- 1O 1HL EDI
able for political mulcl

. 1 () £ 16 w t

Any municipality, ether a ctober 10 through 10 a—s Sfe
water district, port district, aside as the week in which to
fire district, or ce observe the specia conr:‘.'.-.x'_.'.‘:-.‘.
trict that I - wess makes toour com=
plete o stage, mu owr state and our na-
is entitle e dis- tiom, :

M . ¢+ thae h -t f lf=govern=
tributior ieipal t the heart of seli-go (."“"1»
ity -county uld 1 basic source of
be elimin sires democracy |
cooperate ele
joint project. be

It appears that the desire eas
to sper nd county I 2 ] publi
the money will s d elected toserve at v

i f - vernment
is surpassed - government, |
itical desire v flow of news of pu
most populated areas no democratic govemment
county where the eatest could loag functioa,
number of vote i sa matter of fact, one of the

It 1s most 1at targets of a new dictator=
this $300,0 '. iven p is the press, for no dictator-
to the schools ".i“ 1 can exist with a free press;

n the state aid becau 14 nd no democracy can exist
:?:e entire county would benef] ithout it,
and rightfully so. It ses th I am particularly appreciative

the authorities beyond the coun- of the efforts made by news-
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For the last couple of weeks

this column has started with
something about hunting be-
cause it's that season, No com=-
ment thisweek, , . except to say
that | haven't shot mine yet,,.,
but bless those that have,

See by the Oregon Coast bul-
letin that false rumars about
road conditions in southwestern
Oregan have been dispelled, No
evidence of deliberate misrep=
resentation was found and it is
believed that the adverse pub-
licity resulted from the exten-
sive coverage of the Christmas
floods, Seems as e verybody hears
about such disasters and Nobody
hears about the reconstruction
and repairs that put things back
to normal, That's a kind of na-
tural response isn'tit? The trag-
ic events always get more play

than the good, Look at it this
wWay,,.a birth is usually ac-
knowledged by maybe a brief

story of a baby shower given to
the expectant mom=—then a few
lines of announcementwhen the
blessed event occurs, How much

do you hear about a murder ’
You gotta admit, there's some
contrast,

Hear by the grapevine that
during the Brookings water
shortage their city dadsreceived
an anonymous telegram from

Salem advising them that
Vhen up creek w 1"10 it paddle
. « « head for Bankus,

If we can go on the
a book doesn
eller

Boston

basis that

ecome

it's been

".‘.J‘hd mot l.". miess it's €en
by censors, , , or that
to attempt suicide to
then Jack

for notoriety

condemn d

has

a star

beco

Cham;p

asa paint pictur
had pn.:t)...._s on e

time,,, W Pacific Standard
Don't forget, , , at midnight the
clocks go back one hour and

everyhody can catch up on the Rural communities together
sleep they lost when Daylight i nelghboring farmers may
lime sto'e an hour last spring,  onhtain loans from the Farmers

Had a Dbit of activity at the Home Administration todevelop
Newsoffice Wednesday morning  he water resources they need

when a ferocious wild animal
invaded the premises and near-
ly stopp.d all production, The
savage beast stomped through
the back shop, around the door
and into the office area almost
before anyone noticed it At
first sight, tho, all heck broke
loose in an attempt to evade
the charge of the teeth-gnashing

according to the 's local

county supervisor,

agency

LIONS AUXILIARY
SET DINNER PARTY

The executive committee of
the Port Orford Lions Auxiliary
met at the home of Mrs, Lloyd

critter, Inever thought a woman  Bates, .;\rundcm., to make final

with only a month remaining plans for a [fifty anniversary

before delivery could move so dinner at Orfords Cedar Room

fast, Let me tell you it can be Oct. 26, Invitations have been

done, ., and with some grace- sent to all Lions Auxillaries in

fulness, yet, Have youever tried District F to bring their Lions

to stand upright on a swivel- andcome to the party, A social

type secretary chair? She did! hour isset for 6:30 to 7:30 p. m
Andwhen the critter turned and . y .

- " e e and dinner at 7: 30 p,m, The past

made a retum charge she pracey i .

tically flew onto the front office F esidents of the Lions Auxillan
- re Mis, Leland Wells, Mrs, Ii

counter, It may look kinda silly i ’ ’ " S

to see a grown woman in her Tucker, Mrs, ) Mrs,

condition standing upright on a  Lester hrighaum, M y En

counter, but it didn't bother her ind and Mrs, Burrel! Babb,

a little, She was too busy yelling s

instructions, as [ defended my- B d H

self with a long stick, to bother an on om‘

about appearance, ., evenwhen e 2

a loc a” businessman came TII BO VISﬂOd

through the front door and she yospective members of \lpha

did not leave her sanctuary, si chapter of E, S, A, attended

Well,after much pleading about the model meeting last Wednes-

deadlines and getting the paper ( evening at the home of

out, , , and the promise to buy a ma Foster,

mouse trapthe very next trip to he coming H Part

the store,,, Nancy returned to was discussed and s were

her type-setting, So, if some of eminded to brin al

the type looks a little shakey (oysan lappliances, paperbach

this week, you have the explan= ooks. to the next meeting, These

ation, sent to the Veterans
Gold Beach banker Cy Ziegler

dropped some food for th tirement Hom

at the Monday \L) meeting in wil e visited m thiy Sor=

Gold Beach, and aimed at ..‘u otity members. They will read,
>cal area, Quoting figures, Cy write for, or visit with patie

noted that Port ford valuation esiding there after servin C=

y some $33, 000,
1 was fal

had increased
that populati
and that
was only about $85,
ood financial
asked the big
city keepin
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tedness
It looks
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ort on
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{ berg,
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M1 1d Mrs,
"‘ Mrs,
ar s, Mrs,
t i erd=
ing, ) , Mrs,JackMorgen=-
sen and s, Lyle Knox, Coos
Bay,
Miss Cerding, Mrs, Hughes and
Mrs, om will be in charge of
e November eeting,
papers in the 4th District to giv
as complet ormation aspos-
sibie o vork of the Coagress
and eral Government and
how it relates to Souathwestern

Oregon, | have found reports to
e fair, accurate and as com=-
te as possible within the ob-

ious space limitations, [ know
personally of the effort news-
paper men and women make to
get the facts impartially and to
present them accurately,

[ hope your readers are aware
of this too, 'on-.g as we can
maintain a free flow of informa-
tion,or equally important,a free
oppa:tunity for comment and

criticism of our public officials

and our government, democracy
in America will be safe,

I, for oae, appreciate the role
newspapers play in our self=gov=
erning soclety and this seems
like a good time to say so,

incerely yours,

oJert o, mcan

1emhu of Congress

New Law Fmes
Fee Violator

guests,

The first fine for atior
of the Land and Water OfNe
servation Fund Act in the Pae-
cific Northwest Reglon wasim=-
posed in Port eek
L'. S Comrm lal P
Mundorf{f,

The Cec osed
$15 e

yiled to pay « rou ¢
at the Lit le ( ter Car i
on the Deschutes Natlonal -
est
skating party at Crescent )
ast Saturday evening, \pproxi=
mately 63 people attended a

a 'skidding good time' was re-
Mon ,'.llf.' » s 5, 3C=
companie ) i "
Sharp, jowrneyed i
for a South
rally, "The Pi .;:L:::s, a s
trio, were a feature of the pro-
gram, "

CRATER FINANCE

360F Bet-Gar Bldg., CH 7-2811
¢ Gold Beach

Don’t Get Bogged Down Wifh Momhly Paymenh

CONSOLIDATE
YOUR ACCOUNTS

Let & loan from Crater
Finance help solve vyour
money problems. One lom
—One Convenient Monthly
Payment.

CONSIDER THESE
CRATER FINANCE
LOAN FEATURES:

® One-trip Service . . .
Quick Action on Loams

® Monthly Payments . . .
Planned for Your Budget

Rural Water Resource

Lcans Available For DeveIOpmenl
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A flimg i ente ire sound and
Lividual farme and rural re i | i \ o e that cost estimates and plans
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BU'LDE“ SU"I.V JUT NORY. oF TOWN

READY-MIXED CONCRETE
BACKHOE WORK
LOADER WORK
SAND and GRAVEL .
® Depcndablo Service Port Orford :
® Reasonable Rates Rexall Drugs
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THE MOST COMFORTING THING
IN A BEDROOM
IS AN EXTENSION PHONE

Wi tir fre hed when the il""" rings? \WVith
vl ttle FARLITI extensi phone by your
by I 1 u need d reach make or take a
call. Besides, the STARLITE phone has a dial that
glows in the dark for ea chialin and comes in
colors to mateh vour room décor, Phone our Business
Office today for detail

WES T COAST THEPHONE C0.\==»

of the G« oystem
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