
DiìBT OPPORTI ORW .ON POST

Laura Mogul: e la wife oi happy-go- 
lucky Mike, editor and mayor of Cov­
ington, whom banker Mays Is trying to 
ruin for criticizing his banking methods. 
She is the mother of four children, hit by 
the depression:

Tom, who has separated from Mary  
E tta  when she had a Job and he earned 
no money. She starts divorce action.

Alec, who takes a Job as grocery clerk
•

CHAPTER XXVI

Down at the curb Tom stood a t the 
door of Mary E tta ’s car. They 
stared  at each other, unable to 
speak. And then suddenly he picked 
her up in his arm s.

" I  love you! I love you!”
His voice was ragged and bro­

ken. His lips quivered. She lifted 
her mouth to his. For the first time 
she gave him all of herself In a kiss 
that was as raw  as their hearts.

Laura did not mention Alec to 
Mike either that night or the next 
morning. With all his tolerance, 
Mike was himself fanatically honor­
able. Above everything he loathed 
treachery. To learn that a son of 
his was engaged in something that 
would not stand the light of day 
was certain to hit Mike where he 
lived.

It was just nine when she put on 
her hat, backed the old sedan out 
of the garage and set out. Her face 
In graven lines. She did not m ean 
to return without the truth if it killed 
her. She went first to the drug 
store where Alec’s old gang hung 
out, and inquired. No one had seen 
Alec. Not that day nor for a month 
of days.

She spent a nickel In the tele­
phone booth a t the hotel to call 
Myra Boone, and L aura’s heart 
ham m ered so she could scarcely 
speak when she heard the other 
woman's shrill nasal voice. But 
Alec was not there. Indeed the 
blonde widow went on tartly  to ex­
plain that she hadn’t seen him in 
weeks and hoped she never would 
again.

As a last resort Laura visited the 
grocery store where Alec had found 
employment for one day. The gro­
cer sourly Informed her that he had 
not seen her son since his flash in 
the pan a t takihg on a regular job. 
L aura suddenly remem bered that 
Alec had obtained a flve-dollar ad­
vance on his week’s salary. But 
when she apologetically offered to 
m ake up the difference, she learned 
that Alec himself had done so. 
Where had he found the money?

She was walking blindly out the 
door toward her car when a hand 
plucked a t her sleeve. She glanced 
down. It was Joey, Bess Wilkins’ 
little crippled boy. The child looked 
up a t Laura curiously.

“Lou says you’d be furious if you 
knew,” he whispered. "And when 
Alec isn’t there she cries. I don’t 
like to see Lou cry. She’s awfully 
happy. Except when she rem em ­
bers about you. T hat's when she 
cries. Why do you do that to Lou?"

The sidewalk seemed to rise up 
and hit Laura in the face. All at 
once she knew.

"W here a re  they, sonny?” she 
asked.

The child hesitated. L aura 's clear 
brown eyes m et his squarely. The 
child whispered an address.

The house, when she finally lo­
cated It, was a small weather-beat­
en shanty a t the far end of an empty 
block which dwindled into open 
woods beyond. It had a tiny yard 
neatly mown, and a broken-down 
fence to separate  it from the cotton 
fields. Somebody had planted m orn­
ing glories and trained them on 
strings along the narrow front 
porch.

Someone was singing a t the back 
of the house In a low, breathlessly 
sweet voice like the faint tw itter­
ing of young birds in a nest. At 
L aura 's  knock, the song ceased 
She could alm ost hear the singer 
holding her breath. It seemed an 
age before the girl came to the door. 
Silently she held It open. Laura en­
tered, feeling exactly like an exe­
cutioner.

There were only three rooms. A 
sm all square parlor, a little bed­
room glimpsed through an open door, 
a kitchen and a back porch on which 
stood a painted breakfast table set 
with a blue and white cloth. There 
was a milk bottle In the center which 
held a spray of wild roses. Wild 
roses! Laura gazed at the girl be­
fore her who did not speak, who only 
stood there, small hands quivering 
with nervousness. And Laura paid 
tribute to the alchemy of love.

"I knew you’d find out some day,” 
said Lou in a quivering voice. "I 
shouldn’t have done i t  I deserve 
to be sorry the rest of my life. But 
I 've  always loved Alec. I always 
will. I know you could kill me. But 
when Alec asked me to m arry  him 
It was like all the dream s I ever 
d ream ed come true .”

L ou's sm all tormented hands 
tw isted a cheap gold band on her 
finger.

•'We took the bus and went over 
to Lincoln so no one would know. 
We had to lie about our ages be­
fore they 'd  sell us a license. When 
we cam e back we rented this little 
house. We hadn’t any furniture. Just 
a cot and a cook stove that some­
one had left behind because they 
w ere all to pieces. But Alec mend- 
ed them  Everyth ing was awful 
d irty  But I scrubbed and scrubbed 
And the first rad io  Alec sold, we

INSTALLMENT SEVENTEEN—The Story So F a r
when he becomes interested In Lou 
Knight, the town drunk's daughter whom 
he brought to his mother's house when 
her father died rescuing a crippled boy 
in a fire. But Lou leaves the house 
thinking she is not wanted. Alec doesn't 
stay home nights.

Shirley, whose long engagement to 
Jaird Newsum ends in marriage when 
the two decide to buy a hamburger 
• • 

got the couch. And last week we 
bought the dinette set. And Alec 
m ade me that dressing table out of 
goods boxes. They’re very handy. 
We had to use them to eat on at 
first.”

Laura regarded the sm all down­
cast face. “ Why are you so afraid 
of me, Lou?"

"Because you’ll take Alec away 
from m e,” said the girl simply.

"W hat m akes you think I can?”
"We a ren ’t of age, either of us. We 

lied about the license. You can 
have the m arriage annulled.”

CHAPTER XXVII

"T hat’s why you haven’t wanted 
m e to know?” asked Laura.

“Yes.”
"You said something about a ra ­

dio which Alec sold. I don’t be­
lieve I understand.”

Lou's blue eyes opened wide. 
"But didn’t you know? He buys parts 
from old radios and fixes them up 
so they work better than they did 
a t first. And then he peddles them 
out in the country to anyone who’ll 
buy. And he 's done awfully well be­
cause he’s worked so hard and he’s 
so clever.” Her small face flooded 
with color. "Alec can do anything. 
Ju s t yesterday a man a t the big 
electrical store down town was so 
interested in Alec’s new selector he 
asked him to come down today and 
dem onstrate it. He says he believes 
Alec has stumbled onto something 
that m ay be worth money. But you 
see,” said Lou, her eyes starry , "I 
couldn’t be surprised because I ’ve

Laura thought of the faith that 
moves mountains.

always known that Alec is wonder­
ful.”

Laura thought of the faith that 
moves mountains.

"T hat's why,” went on Lou, the 
muscles of her throat tightening. "I 
knew you m ust hate me for m arry ­
ing him. Alec deserves someone so 
much better than I am ."

"Oh. my dear," cried Laura huski­
ly

But Lou hadn 't heard.
Alec burst into the room. He didn 't 

see his mother. He didn’t see any­
thing except the small girl with the 
adoring blue eyes and the shy yet 
passionate lips lifted to his.

"Swearingen’s going to finance my 
selector. He'll apply for a patent 
and help me put the thing across. 
He believes it will be worth impor­
tant coin to one of the big radio 
companies. And In the meanwhile 
he's giving me a job in his store. At 
forty a week! Think of that, Lou. 
I can buy us a whole new bedroom 
suite, not Just a cracked-up bed. 
And you can have all kinds of pretty  
cl- hes. And m aybe later we can 
have a little car. Would you like 
your own car, Mrs. M aguire?”

Lou shivered in his arm s and drew 
slowly away. "Your m other's here, 
Alec," she said huskily.

Alec whirled. "L au ra !"  he whis­
pered. He went quite white and in­
stinctively his right arm  tightened 
about his little wife’s sm all trem u­
lous body.

"Lou seems to think I will do ev­
erything in my power to break up 
the happiness you two have found 
together,” said Laura with a throb 
of pain in her voice, "Do you think 
that, Alec?”

"I w asn 't worth a hoot in hell un­
til I m et Lou." he cried passionate­
ly. "I don't know If you can ever 
forgive us. But it's  Just because 
Lou expects so much of me that 
I've quit being a ro tter and learned 
to be something I’m not ashamed to 
face in a m irror. Maybe she's not

It 1« Not Too Late

Begin this fine story to­
day. There is still time.

stand. Ma Newsum had wanted him to 
m arry Connie Mays, the banker's daugh­
ter.

Kathleen, who against her will, be­
comes Interested in Ritchie Graham, 
also a newspaperman. She thinks their 
fight against Mays throws the burden on 
Laura. She spurns Ritchie's love and 
peevishly takes up with “ Hot Shot” 
Mays. Laura softens Mary Etta.
•

society. But I'd  cut myself to pieces 
before I’d let her down. We weren’t 
of age when we m arried. But we 
will be soon. And our m arriage 
sticks if we have to run off a couple 
of times m ore and do it all over 
again.”

They stared a t her with defiant 
hunted eyes. They reminded her of 
mocking birds wildly excited by the 
glimpse of a cat near their nest.

“Will it m ake you two any hap­
p ier,” asked Laura softly, “ to know 
that I thank God Lou happened to 
you, Alec?”

“Gee, M other,” whispered Alec, 
and slipped his arm  about her.

But it was Lou's shy grateful kiss 
which made L aura’s heart sing. "Al­
ec always said you’d understand,” 
whispered the girl, "but I was 
afraid, so dreadfully afraid.”

"You needn’t ever be afraid again, 
Lou,” said Laura.

Lou’s eyes searched hers and with 
a sigh she laid her hand in L aura’s. 
“ I won’t—M other.”

"You m ust bring Lou to dinner to­
night. Alec," said Laura. ”1 want 
to show off my new daughter.”

All the way down to the office, 
Kathleen fumed inwardly. Her 
nerves had been in a highly irritated  
sta te  for weeks.

She discovered the Clarion’s staff, 
which had unconsciously absorbed 
Ritchie Graham , gathered in an agi­
tated huddle in one corner of the 
room. “W hat’s the newest bad 
news?” she inquired, alm ost without 
a sneer.

Roger Whyte’s palsied finger shak­
ily pointed to the editorial prom i­
nently displayed on the first page of 
the current issue. Kathleen skimmed 
through it hurriedly. Mike had re ­
leased all brakes. He informed those 
Interested that he had indisputable 
proof that Banker Eugene Mays was 
becoming heavily involved with the 
Donahue interests. According to 
Mike, the Donahue Investments 
were a gigantic bubble, doomed to 
burst. He adm itted the concern had 
floated a num ber of handsome deals 
and paid swollen dividends. But that 
was merely to pull in the suckers, 
Mike insisted. He declared that if 
Eugene Mays was not stopped from 
playing with m atches over an open 
gasoline tank, everybody in Coving­
ton would live to curse the day he 
ever heard the word Donahue.

From  behind the closed door of 
Mike’s private office cam e a bellow 
like the ro a r of an infuriated croco­
dile.

“ Did you never hear of libel?” 
shouted the irate  gentleman in the 
inner room.

“ Yes,” cam e Mike’s cool delight­
ed voice. "But you’ll never sue me 
for libel on the strength of this a rti­
cle, Mays. You see, I warned you 
that I had the dope. And I have. 
In the shape of photostatic copies of 
letters with your signature on them. I 
I know you are  on the point of clos­
ing a deal with Donahue. A deal 
you think will double your fortune. 
Maybe it will. But Donahue is go­
ing to collapse. You may get out be­
fore the crack-up. You may not. If 
you don’t, your bank’s done for. Ru­
ined. You haven 't any right to take 
a chance like that with other peo­
ple's money. And I'm  here to tell 
them so.”

The wind had blown the dividing 
door open a tiny crack, but neither 
m an noticed.

"H aven 't we played a t cross pur­
poses long enough, M aguire?” d e -1 
m anded Mays in a curiously altered 
voice, a voice which had become 
alm ost benign.

"W hat a re  you driving a t?”
“ I realize you haven’t had it too 

easy all these years, and of course 
we all know you've done a lot for 
the old town.”

" I ’m afraid I trust your Insults 
more than your compliments, 
M ays.”

’T v c  been thinking for a long 
tim e that I ought to do something 
toward the debt we owe you.”

"W hat’s this thing?”
“ It looks to me like a cashier's 

check for ten thousand dollars.”
"You’re offering me this to keep 

my mouth shut about the Donahue 
deal?”

“ My dear fellow, of course not! 
I t 's  merely a small token of my 
esteem .”

"You’ll never learn, will you?” , 
asked Mike. "You’ve tried to buy 
m e before. Rem em ber the block of 1 
street railway stock you offered me 
if I’d get the Town Council to ratify  I 
your franchise? And the nice bundle 
of securities you waved under my 
nose the tim e you wanted the m ayor 
to purchase your acreage for the 
City Hospital? I told you then I

I couldn't be bought. I still can't. I’m 
¡ tearing this check of yours across 

twice See? And—our interview 's at 
1 an end. I'll go broke. And you can 

laugh yourself to death when I do. 
But I won’t be bought off and I 

I can 't be intimidated. And now you 
¡ get out of here before I soil my 
i hands on your rotten carcass."

<TO BE CONTINUED!

Grand Coulee, biggest dam in the 
world, is now in action. The Co­
lumbia river, which has been 
dammed, is one of the swiftest and 
fiercest in the world, and to curb 
it a barrier has been erected which

\  |  ANY are called—and many will three-quarters of a mile long 
* be chosen. At least 400 foot- . an(j 500 feet high.

ball head coaches, not to overlook I T he re su lt  w iu  b# a lak e  151 
m ore than 2,500 assistants a re  scan- | m iles  long> the  ir r ig a tio n  of 1>200,-

000 acres of land, and sufficient 
electric power to supply an area 
five times the size of England.

n in g  th e  p r e s e n t  
a n d  f u tu r e  d r a f t  
lists with a n x io u s  
eyes.

A f t e r  all b o t h  
arm y and navy of­
ficials want football 
to keep moving at 
its old pace, with­
out any exemptions 
for those who hap­
pen to be forward 
passers or blocking 
b a c k s  w h e n e v e r
their num ber comes Grantland Rice 
along.

It is only reasonable that foot­
ball's head men should be busy 
checking on a season that is now 
less than a month away. It is only 
human for a coach to hope for as 
good a  break as his rivals draw  in 
the big gridiron lottery of 1941.

Just a t present there is no way 
to arrive  a t any informative facts.

I asked Dr. Nicholas M urray 
Butler, president of Columbia uni­
versity, ju st how the draft situation 
was in the lair of the Lion.

“ As closely as I can make an es­
tim ate ,” Dr. Butler said, “ e n lis t-! 
m ents and the draft together will 
take away something like 900 stu­
dents from Columbia. The college 
or university toll all over the coun- ; 
try  will be heavy. I haven’t any I 
idea how m any on the Columbia 
list a re  football players. There will 
be some, of course. But the m a­
jority called out will be seniors or 
post-graduates. There has been a 
heavy demand for engineers and 
chem ists all over the country. It 
would be my guess that football will 
have a larger num ber of younger 
players than we have normally seen 
upon the field.”

The College Count
Columbia is one of the country’s 

larg e r universities. But If the uni­
v e r s i ty  c o u n t  is 
around 900 here, it 
s h o u ld  be n e a r ly  
the same at Cali­
fornia u n iv e r s i ty ,  
M ic h ig a n , Illinois, 
Ohio State, Minne­
sota, Northwestern, 
and Southern Cali­
fornia.

There w o u ld  be  
no such to ta l a t 
H a r v a r d ,  Y a le , 
Princeton, Cornell, 
Dartmouth, Stan­
ford, and m ost of

the southern and southwestern uni-1 
versities that fall well below any 
10,000 enrollment.

They will lose the sam e percent­
age, however.

Nicholas 
M urray Butler

The college contribution to arm y, i 
navy, a ir force and m arines will [ 
be something over 250,000 students, 
dating from July to October.

This m ay be an underestim ate. 
It will be in the next six months.

No Hurt to the Caine
But all of this will have no hurtful j 

effect on the football cam paign of 
1941.

It would make little d iffe ren ce -
even if it did. But it won’t  work 
that way.

There will be just as m uch keen 
competition as there ever was.

There will be just as m uch nation­
wide excitement and interest—there ( 
will be just as m any big crowds.

Some universities wiU suffer, in a 
footbaU way, more than others. This 
is completely unimportant with the 
world as it is today.

But on most football squads, there 
are  always m any who m ust be j 
overlooked.

These will be given a better j 
chance this fall.

For Football
After all college football was 

started and for many years carried 
on as the greatest of all competitive 
sports.

In the last 10 or 20 years the 
pressure put upon coaches to bring 
along winning team s has done the 
game no good in any way. It has 
developed not only proselyting, but 
direct pay to an unbelievable ex­
tent.

The bidding for winning coaches 
has gone beyond all sound reasoning. 
There has been far too much so- 
called "national cham pionship," 
"winning hlg-timr stuff,”  in a game 
supposed to be played by young col­
lege students seeking, in the main, 
an education.

I have never believed that any 
college footbaU star should receive 
in any way any more financial as­
sistance than any good average stu­
dent should get, whose m ain idea 
was an education.

There have been too m any “ paid 
players” all over the country. And 
many of these have been no better 
than hundreds of others who loved 
the game and eould play good foot­
ball—and often never had a chance.

The fellow s “who were taken care 
of," who had cost money had to have 
the first call.

With the draft cutting in. with the 
elem ent of chance now involved, 
this seems to be the right spot for 
a general cleaning up, where the 
alumni pressure and the coaching 
pressure for a winning team  can be 
removed.

BE W IS E !
In vest in the B est
TH E NEW S a lt i  -S n r e d

TÏ restone
CHAMPION TIRES

R ig h t  NOW, it’s just good judgment to buy ? 
the best. That’s why motorists are equipping their 
cars with the world’s first and only tires that are 
S a f ti-S u r e d — th e  n ew  F ireston e D eLuxe  
Champion Tires. They are Safti-Sured against 
blowouts by a new Safety-Lock Gum-Dipped cord 
body so amazingly strong, so remarkably cool 
running that excessive internal friction and heat 
cannot occur. T hey are Safti-Sured  against 
skidding by the remarkable Gear-Grip tread. And 
they are Safti-Sured for longer mileage by the 
exclusive new Vitamic rubber compound.
Call on your nearby Firestone dealer or store 
before you start your Labor Day trip. With the 
liberal allowance he w ill give you for your old 
tires, you’ll be surprised how little it costs to 
equip your car w ith  a com plete set of new  
Firestone DeLuxe Champion tires.

IT ’S NEW !
IT’S A MONEY-SAVER!

THE ONLY TIRES MADE THAT ARE SAFETY-PROVED ON THE 
SPEEDWAY FOR YOUR PROTECTION ON THE HIGHW AY

There’s no need to make 
an expensive wheel change­
over of your light farm trucks 
in order to haul heavy loads. 
N o sir! Just equip them  
with the new Firestone 
Standard Tires. These 
tough, rugged tires are 
m ade o f truck  tire  
materials to exacting  
truck tire specifications 
y e t  t h e y  f i t  t h e  
passenger tire rims on 
your — 54 ®n<l  1 ton 
trucks. What’s more, 
these tires cost less! 
Don’t delay, equip now  
for fall hauling.

Changeover to 
Firestone Ground 
G rip  T ir e s  on  
your steel-wheeled 
tractor. You get the 
EXTRA traction 
from Firestone’s 
continuous traction
bar tread. You get 11-inch 
tire  cross se c tio n  and  
flotation from a 9-inch tire 
th r o u g h  F ir e s t o n e ’s 
“ W i d e - B a s e ”  r im  
program . H e r e ’s the  
economical way to better, 
more profitable farming.

♦ M R . IX T R A  TR A C TIO N
OITS HIS N A M I FROM THI
IXTRA TRACTION RAR UNOTH
O N  I V I R T  F I R I S T O N I
G R O U N D  G R IP  T i l l

SEE YO U R  NEARBY FIRESTO NE DEALER OR 
FIRESTONE STORE - - - They're TIRE Headquarters

Ll»ten tho Voice et Firettoaa witfc Rickard Creek», M argaret Speak» aad the Firettene Symphony 
Orckeitra, aeder the dlrectiea at Alfred Wallenttain. Monday evening», ever N. I .  C. Red Network

Boulder dam, which harnesses 
the Colorado river, with all its col­
lateral works, was completed in 
1935. It is thrown across a terrific 
gorge called Black Canyon, which 
is 2,000 feet wide, and the lake be­
hind it is 115 mi las long and took 
three years to fill.

So tremendous is the weight of 
water in this lake that geologists 
have suggested that it may cause 
a bending in the crust of the 
planet.

h  V  
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A group of Pacific salmon, or 
king salmon, that inhabits the 
Northern Pacific waters, dies after 
the breeding season (July to De­
cember) is over, says Pathfinder. 
These salmon never return to the 
sea.

Other types of salmon, however, 
return to the sea after spawning, 
and remain there until the next 
breeding season. AU salmon live 
partly in the sea and partly in 
fresh water, breeding in the latter. 
They ascend rivers and tributary 
streams to spawn.
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LIBERAL 
ALLOWANCE1 
FOR YOUr| 
OLD TIRE

LOOK!
YOUR WOOD WHEEL 
WAGON CHANGED OVER 
TO PNEUMATIC TIRES 
FOR AS L IT T L E  AS


