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Loss of Big Ships Highlights Sea Battle
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PLEDGE:
From FDR

The w ar course of the U nited 
States was m ore f irm ly  charted  by 
P resident Roosevelt’ s “ fireside 
ch a t,”  yet the reactions abroad were 
considered as more im p o rta n t than 
th a t at home, enthusiastic though it  
was.

F o r the P resident went “ a ll-o u t”  
on the d ip lo m a tic  lim b  fo r a v ic to ry  
fo r  B rita in  and China, pledging a 
continuance o f United S tates’ aid to 
the em battled dem ocracies, and 
prom is ing  w ider action when and if  
needed.

The speech was believed to have 
settled the convoy question, the 
s tr ike  issue, the use of the navy in 
fu rthe rance  of a B ritis h  v ic to ry , 
m any other questions w hich had 
kept the people of th is country  in a 
n igh tm arish  condition of not know ­
ing “ what was com ing ne x t.’ ’

V ir tu a lly  a ll o f the A m erican  ed i­
to r ia l com m ent was favorab le , 
though m any of the e d ito ria l w r i t ­
ers took the stand tha t succeeding 
events would show how m uch of the 
P res ident’s ta lk  was w ords—how 
m uch would be backed by action.

N igh t fo llow in g  M r. Roosevelt’s 
speech, Sen. Burton K. W heeler of 
Montana took the rad io  to in fo rm  
the nation regard ing  the stand of the 
opposition to the P resident’ s pol­
ic ies. He asked the P resident fo r a 
new “ pledge of peace.”

Rome newspapers cut the G ordian 
kno t and stated tha t the U. S. “ was 
v ir tu a lly  in the w a r.”  G erm an press 
took a m ore lite ra l v iew  o f the Pres­
iden t’s speech, re fe rred  on ly to his 
“ freedom  of the seas’ ’ d ic tum , 
ca lled the U nited States a nation a t­
tem pting  to be d ic ta to r o f the seas.

Germ an governm ent sources said: 
“ O ur ships have been ordered to 
continue the blockade of B rita in , to 
s ink a ll ships com ing w ith in  the 
com bat zones, and these orders have 
not been rescinded and w ill not be.”

Lease-lend ships had been sunk 
and there was no question about it,

VICHY: 
Active Annin

T ha t V ichy was im p lem en ting  her 
G erm an aid was seen in B r it is h  d is­
patches w hich told ol the s ink ing  o f 
tw o F rench flag vessels in  the M ed i­
terranean, one of them a 5,000-ton 
tanker loaded w ith  o il and headed I 
fo r T r ip o li.

A t the same tim e the B ritis h  re - 1 
ported the s ink ing of an 18,000-ton 
A x is  liner, presum ably Ita lia n , c a r­
ry in g  3,000 Germ an troops to  the 
same destination.

These dispatches pointed, dis- 
q u ie ting ly  enough, to p roo f of one 
o f tw o things, possib ly o f both. 
E ith e r there was being p lanned a 
strong increase in the b a ttle  of 
N orth  A fr ica , o r the G erm ans were 
m oving in force to D aka r to  crea te  | 
a s trong base there.

E ith e r of these was d isqu ie ting

One of the Roosevelt ad­
m inistration s most outspoken  
critics. Rep. H am ilton Fish 
(R .) of New York, has been 
ordered to active du ty  in the 
arm y. He holds the rank of 
colonel in the specialists' re­
serve. Fish w ill go on du ty  
“w ith  his consent” on July 1, 
reporting to Fort Bragg, N. C„ 
for training.

enough, p a rticu la r ly  the la tte r, fro m  j CRETE:
Takes Turn

The tu rn  o f events in  the B attle  
o f C rete was against the B ritish - 
G reek defenders, and w h ile  the news 

not decisive, B ritis h  reports

Washington, D. C. 
R A ILR O A D  TEST

AMBASSADOR W IN A N T
His recall was “ just part of it.”

the A m erican  po in t of v iew , but the 
m a in  th in g  was tha t i t  showed de f­
in ite ly  tha t V ichy was becom ing 
ac tive  again, th is tim e  p la in ly  on 
the G erm an side.

I t  was brought to the fore again 
questions about the m ys te ry  o f Wey- 
gand, where he was, w hat he was 
doing, what m anner o f m an he 
m ig h t be. Defections o f F rench 
troops to  the B ritis h  standard in the 
N ear E ast—and crossings o f the 
S yrian boundary by various groups 
to the F ree  F rench forces o f De 
G aulle were in the reports, lending 
co lo r to the B ritis h  c la im  tha t the 
G a ilan i governm ent was about to 
fa ll.

The Ita lia n s  were ge tting  nowhere

showed th a t the defenders expected 
to lose the ba ttle , and the Germ ans 
were de fin ite  in  c la im in g  v ic to ry .

The Reich, however, c la im ed  tha t 
a ll would be over long before i t  was, 
and seemed inc lined  to m in im ize  the 
cost o f the fight.

The B rit is h  a ttitude , w h ile  dep lo r­
ing s t i l l  another d isaste r to her 
a rm s was th a t “ the figh t was ga l­
lant, and the troops stood up under 
constant bom bing longer than any­
one had expected.”

Thus again the a irp lane  was the 
tu rn  of the  ba ttle , fo r in  the figh t 
fo r C rete the B rit is h  had the best of 
i t  on the sea, sending a reported 
5,000 G erm ans to the bottom , and 
preven ting  the land ing  o f sea-borne 
troops w h ilt  s t i l l  land ing  some 
quan tities  o f re in fo rcem ents them ­
selves.

On land, also, the B r it is h  a t the 
outset had the superio r force, and 
a ll forces opposed to  them  had 
come in by plane.

Th is, fro m  the G erm an standpoin t, 
was the h igh ly  favo rab le  re su lt o f the 
cam paign , th a t an a rm y, w ith  no 
land approach, cou ld s t i l l  be landed 
and take  an is land aw ay fro m  occu­
py ing  forces who had some tim e  to 
p repare th e ir positions.

The fo rm u la?  S im p ly  to  ga in  
firs t, m a ste ry  o f the a ir ;  second, to 
be w illin g  to land men w ith  m odern 
weapons, even lig h t tanks and lig h t 
fieldpieces, in such eve r-flow ing 
quan tities , regard less o f losses, so 
th a t the enemy w il l  fin a lly  be out-

F o r N a tio n a l Defense chiefs, June 
holds a specia l significance. I t  w il l  
ind ica te  w hether governm ent opera­
tion  o f ra ilro a d s  m ay be necessary.

In  June the na tion 's  ra ilroad s  w i l l  
m eet th e ir  f irs t  c ru c ia l test of 
w hether they are adequately 
equipped to  handle the enormous 
increase in  fre ig h t resu lting  fro m  
the defense p rogram .

When the w heat harvest s ta rts  in  
the Texas Panhandle and continues 
no rth , the c a r r ie rs  w ill be on the 
spot to p rove th e ir  de term ined con­
ten tion th a t there is no shortage of 
fre ig h t cars, and th a t they can cope 
w ith  the g re a t demands of the de­
fense p ro g ra m  w ithou t the govern­
m ent ta k in g  them  over as in  the 
W orld  w ar.

R a ilro a d  m oguls are fu lly  aw are 
th a t they face a decisive showdown, 
and they a re  m a k in g  trem endous 
e ffo rts  to m eet it.

Tw enty-five  thousand cars have 
been m ob ilized  to  handle the Texas 
crop and a s tr ic t  ru le  has been la id  
down th a t they m u s t be kept ro llin g . 
C ars w il l  not be allowed to be used 
fo r s torage purposes. I f  a sh ip­
m ent c a n 't be unloaded w ithou t de­
lay , cars w il l  no t be released.

Cars w i l l  be pe rem p to ra lly  re ­
ca lled i f  sh ippers don 't load. C ir ­
cuitous ro u tin g  is being e lim ina ted . 
And the ra ilro a d s  themselves are 
now d is tr ib u tin g  the m a te ria ls  and 
equipm ent they w il l  need m onths 
hence, so th a t the m a x im um  num ­
be r o f cars w il l  be ava ilab le  in the 
peak season next autumn. Th is  
alone is expected to  release 20,000 
fre ig h t cars.

M echanied C ava lry .
I t  took a w a r in  Europe to do it, 

bu t the U. S. a rm y  is now doing a 
w h ir lw in d  job  o f rep lac ing  cava lry  
w ith  tanks and arm ored  cars. E ven 
S ecre ta ry o f W ar Stim son’ s aide, 
Col. Eugene R egn ier, has gone in 
fo r m echaniza tion.

C om m enting  w h im s ica lly  on th is 
the o the r day. Secre tary Stimson 
said: “ A fte r  r id in g  horses a ll his 
life , Gene is now com m and ing the 
f irs t reconnaissance ba tta lion  of the 
F ir s t  C a va lry  d iv is ion . He rides in 
a ban tam  scout c a r and has a r­
m ored cars and tanks under his 
com m and. I  te ll h im  th is  is strange 
fo r a m an who has sworn th a t 
horses are the on ly  th ing  in  life . 
B u t he says i t  takes the b ra ins  o f 
a good ca va lrym a n , to handle a 
m echanized u n it . ’ ’

Note—C olonel R egnier deserted 
his sw ive l-ch a ir job  in W ashington 
fo r  E l Paso, Texas, w here Gen. 
Innes P. S w ift com mands one o f the 
m ost a c tive  a rm y  posts in  the 
coun try .

in  th e ir general re tre a t in  E th iop ia , I num bered; th ird , to  keep a re len t-

SENATOR W H E E LE R
Asked for a new "peace pledge."

w hether they had been pa tro lled  or 
convoyed by U. S. nava l ships or 
not. B ut so fa r  no A m erican  flag 
ships had been sent to the bottom , 
fo r  they had been keeping out of 
com bat zones.

But tha t they would.be sunk in the 
fu tu re  no one seemed to doubt, and 
A m erica  in te rested ly , ra th e r than 
anxiously, looked fo r tha t day to see 
w hat action would be taken.

The firs t shots to be exchanged be­
tween A m orican-flag  naval vessels 
and G erm an planes, surface ra iders 
o r subm arine was s t ill to be fired, 
but most observers expected that, 
fo llow in g  the P resident’s ta lk  tha t 
th is  fir in g  was ju s t a m a tte r of tim e, 
and tha t i t  m ig h t not be long.

The B rit is h  reaction  to the pres i­
de n tia l address was p rom pt and ju ­
b ila n t. They accepted the pledge 
o f A m erica n  aid of a m ore com plete 
and v ig iro u s  type than heretofore 
w ith  enthusiasm , though the B ritish  
“ m an in the s tre e t,”  not conversant 
w ith  A m e rica ’ s problem s and p o lit i­
ca l ba ttlings , was ra th e r befuddled 
by i t  a ll.

and d iv is ion  a fte r d iv is ion  was su r­
rendering. B ut in sp ite  of a ll th is  j 
news, i t  was evident th a t the Petain ( 
governm ent, possib ly now dom inat- ' 
ed by L a va l and D arla n  o r one of 
them, was ge tting  m ore and m ore 
invo lved in  the whole A frica n  and 
N ear E ast cam paign.

Th is m ig h t have fa r-reach ing  ef-

less bom bing of the enem y fro m  the 
skies du ring  the ba ttle , and an end­
less supply o f am m un ition , also 
fro m  the skies, fo r the a ir-bo rne  
arm y.

Data tha t H it le r ’s men were able 
to accum ula te  included the fa c t th a t 
a r t i lle ry  alone cannot m ake an a ir ­
fie ld unusable, despite the hundreds

fects, not on ly on the present situa- o f she ll c ra te rs  created. E v id e n tly
tlon, but on the fu tu re  d isposition of 
na tiona l power a fte r the w ar should 
be ended. P a rtic u la r ly  would i t  a f­
fect the d ip lo m a tic  interchanges go­
ing on between V ichy and the United 
States.

The sudden re ca ll o f Ambassador 
W inant to  W ashington fo r a con fer­
ence w ith  the P resident and the 
cab inet was ju s t p a rt o f it. V ichy 
was in the m ids t o f a ll tha t was 
m oving on the continent, like  a vo l­
cano e m ittin g  smoke a fte r a long 
quiescent period.

SHIP: 
For Ship

OPM'S:
Report

o llow ing  a yea r o f OPM function- 
Knudsen gave the country , a t 

u t the tim e  o f the P resident's 
cha i address, in fo rm a tio n  w hich 
i m o re  encourag ing than any-
ig th a t had come before, 
lass production , said Knudsen, 
i re a lly  now beginn ing to  ro ll, 
i  planes in  A p r i l  1,300, in  M ay 
0, and s im ila r  increases, some 
hem m ore  spectacu lar, a ll along 
line.
he use o f C a ta line  planes in the 
n a rc k  b a ttle  showed tha t there 
e few  B r it is h  encounters now in 
ch A m erica n -m ade  equipm ent

no t fun c tion ing .
le n  a long cam e the P resident's  
ich . a sk ing  fo r  doub ling  o f this, 
ling  o f tha t, and three  b illio n s  
planea—and in  sp ite  o f the pres- 
i w h ich  h is  dem ands pu t on tho 
a t r ia l  s itua tion , i t  began to be 
ib le  fo r  A m e rica n s  to  v isua lise  
»  planes, 10.000 tanks, and some 
ne other goals th is  co u n try  had 

itae lf.

Down to the bo ttom  of the A tla n tic  
ocean went H. M. S. Hood, 42.100 
tons, w ith  about 1,300 men aboard, 
v ic tim  of an "u n lu cky  h i t "  from  the 
15-inch guns of the R eich 's great 
ba ttlesh ip  B ism arck .

Three days la te r, down to the bot­
tom  of the same A tla n tic  went the 
B ism arck , v ic t im  o f a " lu c k y  h it ”  
on her p ropelle rs fro m  a B ritish  
torpedo plane.

B ut the whole B ism a rck  story, ob­
servers genera lly  fe lt, m igh t rtiange, 
i f  i t  had not a lready changed, the 
whole s to ry  of nava l w arfa re . I t  
b rought the a irp lane  in to  new p rom ­
inence, and showed th a t th is a rm  of 
present-day navies had not been g iv ­
en the notice i t  deserved

Indeed, the p lane-battlesh ip  con-

these can be re pa ired  even under 
fire , and the field s t i l l  used.

G erm ans wondered (and B rit is h  
did too) w hether th is  fo rm u la  fo r 
the b a ttle  of Crete m ig h t not be 
trans fe rred  to B r ita in , and re su lt in 
the cap ture of the B r it is h  Isles. B u t 
the B ritis h  fe lt th a t w h ile  the tech­
nique had worked in Crete, m ig h t i t  
not fa il ove r E ngland, w here a ir- 
m astery could h a rd ly  be won by an 
enemy w illin g  only to come over a t 
n igh t; where instead o f a few thou­
sands of a ir-borne  soldiers, close to 
a m illio n  would have to be sent.

The general B ritis h  fee ling was— 
let them  try  it, we are ready— and 
indeed the enormous B ritis h  a rm y  
of defense m igh t w e ll be s tra in in g  
fo r action, w ith  the Tom m ies in 
N orth  A frica , Crete and the Balkans 
ge tting  it  a ll.

NEAR-EAST:
And Africa

The Reich, apparen tly  fe a rfu l tha t 
A m erica n  a id to B r ita in  m ig h t 
change the situa tion, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  
the N ear-East and in N orth  A fr ica , 
was speeding up a ll e ffo rt, spear­
headed by the B a ttle  o f Crete, to 
ga in con tro l of the M ed ite rranean  
before the aid began flow ing  fu ll 
force.

I t  m igh t have been fo r th is  reason 
tha t the B r itis h  fe lt  fa ir ly  good ove r 
the B attle  o f Greece and the B a ttle

tro ve rsy  got a sharper answer dur- o f Crete, no m a tte r w hat the ou t­
ing  the past few weeks from  the come, fo r they pointed out th a t 
H ood-B ism arck ba ttle  and the C retan Greece and Crete had taken the Ger- 
cncountcr o f the M editerranean mans longer than the e n tire  cam - 
B r it is h  fleet w ith  the Stukas than it  paign against N orw ay, F rance and
had thus fa r  in  the w ar.

In  both o f these ba ttles  the planes
gave a good account o f themselves. 
The B r it is h  a d m itted  the loss o f two 
cru ise rs  and fou r destroyers, in  the 
b a ttle  o f Crete, and w h ile  the ships

the Low Countries 
I t  was the B ritis h  fee ling  th a t the

w ide r the land ba ttle  spread itse lf, 
the worse fo r G erm any, and no 
worse fo r B rita in , because she had 
to so dispose her forces tha t a ll b a ttle

of w a r prevented any ship-crossing fro n ts  were guarded anyway.
to the island, i t  was a t te rr if ic  cost.

I t  is tru e  th a t planes cost a good 
deal, bu t It takes around a m illio n  
do lla rs  to  bu ild  a destroyer, and 
anyw here  fro m  10 to  30 m illio n s  fo r 
a b ig g e r cru ise r, and those m illio n s  
lost in  the C rete ba ttle  would have 
bought even m ore than the "h u n ­
d re d s " o f Stukas engaged, and only 
re la tiv e ly  few o f w h ich  were lost.

Conscientious O bjectors.
Announcem ents th a t 1,100 consci­

entious ob jectors w ill re p o rt to non­
m il i ta r y  tra in in g  cam ps in  the next 
few weeks are a lo t o f hooey. Real 
fa c t is th a t on ly  201 d ra ft re g is tran ts  
have even been classed as genuine 
re lig io u s  objectors.

Out o f the 6,000.000 questionnaires 
rece ived  fro m  d ra ft e lig ib les, less 
than 2,500 sought exem ption  on the 
ground o f re lig ious scruples. O f 
th is  num ber, 201 have been O K 'd  so 
fa r. They w i l l  tra in  in  e igh t cam ps 
as fo llow s;

F if ty  a t C am p Patapsco. E lk rid g e , 
M d .; 14 a t G rottoes, V a .; 12 a t 
L a g ro , In d .; 32 a t San D im es, 
C a lif : 10 a t R ichm ond, In d .; 40 a t 
M a rie tta , Ohio; 32 a t C olorado 
Springs, Colo.; 10 a t Cooperstown, 
N. Y.

W hile  operated by  the govern­
m ent, the cam ps are financed by 
p r iv a te  funds, supplied ch ie fly  by 
the Quakers, M ennonites, and U n it­
ed B re th ren . In  some instances the 
m en pay th e ir  own costs, a t the 
ra te  o f $35 a month.

A u s tra lia n  Opin ion on W ar
P rim e  M in is te r Menzies o f Aus­

tra l ia  he ld some very  im p o rta n t 
conversations w ith  h igh W ashington 
o ffic ia ls  d u rin g  h is recent v is it. In  
these ta lks  he expressed eve ry  con­
fidence th a t B r ita in  would w in  the 
w a r, bu t he was ha rd-bo iled  and 
re a lis tic  regard ing  the t im e  neces­
sa ry  fo r a v ic to ry .

C om ing fro m  A us tra lia , w hich has 
a detached and unbiased v iew  of 
the s itua tion , his op in ion is im po r- 

i tan t.
"D u r in g  1941," he said, " a l l  o f 

B r ita in 's  e ffo rt m ust be concen tra t­
ed on defense.

"D u r in g  1942 we can re a lly  begin 
to  concentra te  our efforts  on b u ild ­
ing  up a re a l w ar m achine.

• And in  1943—w ith  A m e rica ’ s help 
—we can take  the offensive, and we 

I w il l  w in  the w a r.”

There were thousands upon thou­
sands o f B ritis h  troops, w e ll a rm ed 
and equipped, " s it t in g  on th e ir 
hands" In England, in  S ingapore and 
in Ind ia .

So the B ritis h  w ere try in g  des­
pe ra te ly  to overcom e the Nazi- 
con tro lled  G a ilan i governm ent in  
Ira q  so as to  be ab le s t i l l  m ore  to 
de lay the eventua l fa ll o f Suez.

M ER R Y-G O -R O U N D

President Makes Momentous Radio Address

Soundphoto show ing P res ident Roosevelt as he de live red  h is m om en­
tous ‘ 'fires id e  cha t”  to the na tion  fro m  the E as t room  of the W hite House. 
He dec la red  the existence of "a n  u n lim ite d  na tiona l e m e rg e n cy ." H is 
lis tene rs  in  the W hite  House w ere  cab ine t m em bers, d ip lo m ats  of the 
A m erica s  and o the r dem ocracies and th e ir  fa m ilie s .

Nelson T . Johnson, re t ir in g  A m er­
ican am bassador to the Chinese 
N a tio n a lis t governm ent, and new 
m in is te r to A u s tra lia , shown on 
a r r iv a l in  San F ranc isco . He le ft 
a t once fo r  a conference w ith  the 
P resident before leav in g  fo r 
A u s tra lia .

York Bridges on Stand

V iew  of the 35,000-ton superdreadnaught “ N o rth  C a ro lin a ,’ ’ m igh ties t 
of the w arsh ips  in the U n ited  States n a vy , p ic tu red  as she slipped down 
the E ast r iv e r , beneath the B ro o k lyn  b rid ge , bound fo r the open sea. 
H er destina tion  was ve iled  in m ys te ry . The ship is able to fire  a broad­
side of 20,000 pounds fo r  20 m iles .

H a rry  B ridges, shown as he took 
the stand in  h is  own defense, in  San 
F ranc isco , to escape deporta tion  on 
charges o f alleged com m un is tic  
a ff ilia tio n s .

British Captives of Nazis in Africa Testifies

Th is  p ic tu re , taken som ewhere In A fr ic a , shows a group of B ritish  
so ld ie rs fresh fro m  the fig h tin g  lines of the see-saw b a ttle  of the da rk 
con tinen t. They are shown in  the prison ra m p  to w h ich  they w ere re ­
m oved a fte r they w ere cap tured  by the successful N azi and Ita lia n  
forces cam pa ign ing  in  A fr ic a .

M a ry  Spargo, before Dies com ­
m ittee  in W ashington, testifies tha t 
150 governm ent em ployees attended 
an A m erica n  peace m o b iliza tio n  in 
New Y o rk  as o ff ic ia l delegates. She 
said these em ployees have been sup­
po rting  the C om m unis tic  A P M .

Ford Employees in Detroit Vote C. I. O. Economic Advisor

1

The appo in tm ent o f ex-Senator 
Sherm an M in ton  of Ind iana to  the 
U. S. cou rt o f appeals m akes the 
th ird  ju d ic ia l rew a rd  fo r a m e m ber 
o f the fam ous senate lobby Inves ti­
ga ting  com m ittee , whose sensation­
a l exposes o f u t i l i ty  lobby ing  led to  
the ho ld ing  com pany law . Hugo 
B lack  of A labam a, cha irm an , is a 
Suprem e cou rt Justice, end Lew ie 
Schwellenbach is a federa l d is tr ic t 
judge in Washington.-

U sing secret ba llo ts , m ore than 83.900 w orke rs  of Ibe Ford  M o lo r 
ro m pan y  in the D e tro it area  voted o ve rw he lm in g ly  In fa vo r of the U . A. W.- 
C. I. O. to do th e ir co lle c tive  ba rg a in in g  w ith  Fo rd  fo r them . Photo shows 
w o rke rs  at the Ford  R ive r Rouge p lan t being checked in by Police Cap­
ta in  Don Leonard as the b a llo tin g  began.

Isadore Lub in , com m iss ione r o f 
labor s ta t is t irs , who has been ra ile d  
in by P resident Roosevelt ns his 
econom ic adv iso r on the $7,000,000,-

, 000 lend-lease p rog ra m .
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