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BOMBSHELL: 
Human Lariety

The R udo lf Hess inc ident was the 
dropping o f a bom bshell in to  the 
moors o f Scotland w hich w ent up 
w ith a louder explosion than any of 
the tons of TN T tha t H it le r ’s av ia to rs  
had yet sent across the channel.

Im aginations ran r io t—the house 
of commons was in a d ith e r—more 
than 20 basic theories were ad­
vanced to exp la in why Hess fled 
Germ any in an a irp lane  and 
dropped to earth in  a parachute, 
and w ith  the in te rw eav ing  and v a r i­
ations o f these, one had several 
thousand stories to choose from .

To lis t the B ritish  theories and 
those of neutra ls would be fu t ile  be­
cause they were not on ly  lim ite d  by 
the im aginations of th e ir creators. 
To lis t the Germ an explanations 
also would be fu tile  because they 
obviously were the propagandic out­
bursts of a governm ent whose nose 
was tem pora rily  out o f jo in t.

Outside o f this, a ll was specula­
tion, a ll was guesswork, but the | 
guessers, most of them being paid at i 
so much a word, le t themselves go 
and endless columns were prin ted.

Yet the story was not being “ ove r­
played” —most th ink ing  newspaper 
men being a t a loss fo r e a r lie r  com ­
parisons in jou rn a lis tic  h is to ry , 
which, one must reca ll, doesn’ t  go 
fa r back when h is to ry is considered.

But outside of the type o f story 
tha t h is to ry presented in the M idd le  
Ages and du ring  the days o f Caesar ' 
and Hannibal, and A nthony and 
Cleopatra, and Cassius and Brutus, , 
and Helen of Troy, Hess’ flig h t was 
unique.

Most newspaper com m entators 
were w illin g  to ca ll i t  the biggest 
story in  centuries and le t i t  go at 
that. They wagged th e ir heads and 
said, “ W hat i f  Cordell H u ll were to 
fly to G erm any, o r w hat i f  i t  had 
been the other way over the chan­
nel and Anthony Eden had made 
the tr ip ? ”

This was enough to settle the point 
as to the m agnitude of the news to 
th e ir own satisfaction, anyway.

Basic exp lanation o f the Hess, in ­
cident. on the standpoin t of logic,

PRIORITIES:
And OPM

A new d iff ic u lty  in the U. S. han­
d lin g  o f defense work loomed when 
W illia m  S. Knudsen, m o to r o ff ic ia l 
and head of OPM, seemed to take 
as a personal issue the question o f 
tak in g  p r io ritie s  out o f h is hands 
and g iv in g  them  to a specia l o rg a n i­
zation answerable on ly to the a rm y  
and navy chiefs.

Knudsen was quoted as saying  
tha t he would qu it i f  the p lan  w ent 
through.

Thus the question o f p r io r it ie s  l i f t ­
ed its  head as a v ita l defense issue, 
fu r th e r com plica ting  the p ic tu re .

P rio r it ie s  were becom ing a ve ry  
re a l issue in business, also, m any 
m anu factu re rs  find ing tha t th is  one 
question m ig h t easily keep them  
fro m  success o r fa ilu re  in ca rry in g  
ou t contracts. The r ig h t to a p r io r ­
i ty  o f d e live ry  of m achine tools 
m ig h t alone answer an en tire  ques­
tion  o f m anufacture.

Knudsen took the a tt itu d e  th a t 
i f  the w ork  o f production m anage-

If hen American Cold Star 
Mothers conducted their an­
nual ceremonies in Clendale, 
California, Mrs. Anna Barn- 
brock, 94, oldest of the group 
in the nation, participated in 
the ceremonies. Mrs. Barn- 
brock is pictured standing be­
fore the marble statuary “A 
Com passionate  M oth er,” 
which was unveiled.

wton - 85,000,000 Fire Sweeps Philadelphia Into Guard Room!

R U D O LF HESS
' 1 tnuder explnuon l/iun bombs*

brought personal considerations and 
personal safe ty to the fore. I t  was 
pointed out:

a. Hess had ev idently  wanted to 
escape G erm any fo r some reason 
fo r he was p ra c tic a lly  under a de­
ta inm ent sentence by H itle r 's  hav­
ing grounded him .

b. I f  his reuson fo r escape was 
sound, then to p ick out a spot where 
he would be u tte rly  safe from  re t r i­
bution, England was the one and 
on ly spot in the world.

I f  personal safe ty was his mo-

W IL Id A M  S. KNUDSEN
He forced an issue.

m ent was his, tha t to rem ove fro m  
his hands a v ita l tool like  the rigtyt 
to decide questions of p r io ritie s , 
would be to  m ake his task im pos­
sible, and to rob h im  of his p rim e  
prerogative.

I t  seemed lik e ly  tha t unless th is 
question was ironed out s w iftly  to 
the lik in g  of the Danish-born pro­
duction expert, the governm ent 
m ig h t be looking fo r a new man.

STRIKES:
Up-Grade Again

The labo r troub le  tem po in the 
U nited States defense industry  was 
on the upward curve  again, ith  a 
$30,000,000 order fo r B row ning m a­
chine guns held up at the Colt fa c ­
to ry  in  H a rtfo rd , Conn., and other 
old labo r d ifficu lt ie s  threaten ing to 
b reak out anew, inc lud ing  the coal 
s trike .

A lw ays re a ring  its  head was the 
threatened G eneral M otors s trike , 
w hich would, i f  i t  occurred, a ffect 
m illio n s  of do lla rs  in  defense w ork 
and about 160,000 employees, and 
John L . Lew is said th a t i f  the coal 
con trac t w ith  southern operators 
was not fo rthcom ing  soon, he would 
ca ll the 400,000 coal m ine rs out 
again.

Th is  brought the s tr ike  news back 
onto the fro n t pages w ith  a bang, 
and R epresentative Thom as of New 
Jersey, a Republican, ca lled fo r a 
roundup of C om m unists in  labo r 
groups, and to o rde r them  a ll a rre s t­
ed on treason charges. This was 
the most d ras tic  step suggested thus 
fa r.

SHIPS:
Britain Bound

President Roosevelt assured the

tive, then an inescapable pa ra lle l 
was tha t som ething m ust have been 
wrong w ith  the un ity  of the Nazi 
pa rty  of w hich he was No. 3 
fuehrer.

Th is was enough exp lanation for
B ritish  seren ity  ove r the incident, 
also fo r G erm an pe rtu rba tion  I t  
was s ign ifican t tha t most Germ an 
dispatches covered these three 
points.

Point No. 1 was covered when
H it le r  announced Hess was crazy 
and had been detained fo r his own 
safety. No. 2. tha t he should select 
England, G erm ans exp la ined by say­
ing tha t the na ture o f his insan ity 
was that he believed tha t he, single- 
handed, could b r in g  about peace. 
P o in t No. 3 w’as handled by a 
s tra igh t-ou t den ia l tha t anyth ing 
was w rong w ith  the Nazi party . 
Hess was a “ good N azi but c ra zy .”

'Painted Toenails'
W hether c razy o r not. when they 

took o ff h is shoe and sock to attend 
to  his fra c tu re d  ankle, he was found 
to  have pa in ted toenails, ha rd ly  the 
A m e rica n  idea o f a hard-boiled 
N azi leader's  personal decorations.

E veryone who eve r had any con­
ta c t w ith  Hess to ld  h is paragraph 
o r two, fro m  the p a lm is t who said 
he was "s u p e rs tit io u s "  to  the news­
paper com m enta to r who took five 
m inutes "co a s t to coa s t" to te ll how 
ha had seen Hess go sk iing  two 
years ago.

nation tha t the ad m in is tra tio n 's  ob­
je c tiv e  o f 2,000,000 tons o f m erchan t 
shipp ing fo r B r ita in  would be re a l­
ized by m id-June.

This assurance ca rried  w ith  i t  the 
im p o rta n t prom ise tha t the b il l pe r­
m itt in g  the P resident to  take pos­
session o f fo re ign  vessels id le  in  
A m erican  ports was in the category 
o f "su re  th in g s ."

The senate and house engaged in 
a desu ltory e ffo rt to w rite  in to the 
b il l am endm ents ch ie f am ong w hich 
was the Tobey am endm ent fo rb id ­
d ing  the use o f convoys.

The whole convoy issue, as indeed 
a ll o ther news o f the w a r on th is  
side o f the w a te r took a back seat 
du ring  the news ascendancy o f R u­
d o lf Hess, bu t the issue was there, 
ready to r ip  its e lf ou t in to  the open 
a t an ap prop ria te  m om ent, and to 
become the ce n tra l po in t o f a whole 
congressional debate on the P res i­
dent's genera l fo re ign  po licy.

The 2.000,000 tons o f ships fo r B r i t ­
a in  w ith in  a m onth cam e as the 
Nazis were c la im in g  10,000,000 tons 
o f B r it is h  ships sunk by U-boats 
since the s ta r t o f the w ar, and w ith  
the B rit is h , w h ile  a d m ittin g  losses 
o f a t least h a lt th a t am ount, gen­
e ra lly  showing the pinch sharp ly.

F u rth e r d ras tic  reductions in the 
m eat ra tion  (and l i t t le  is as dear 
to the B r it is h e r  as h is beloved beef 
and m u tton ) w ere announced and 
the genera l trend  o f com mons de­
bate ind ica ted  th a t B r ita in  was fee l.

1 ing the ship pinch tremendously.

DRAFT:
Bars Lifted

O f ex trem e im p o rt was the deci­
sion o f congress to l i f t  a ll bans to 
the size o f the a rm y  o r to the ques­
tion o f selective service fo r any p u r­
pose fo r w hich i t  m ig h t be used in 
the na tiona l defense.

A lso v ita l was the decision im m e ­
d ia te ly  to  c lass ify  the 10,000,000 

1 young men s t i l l  unclassified in the 
f irs t ca ll, and to set up the second 
ca ll fo r an e a rly  date, p robab ly in  

! Ju ly .
Tw o th ings were h igh ly  l ik e ly  as 

a resu lt— tha t the d ra ft  would be 
used to ca ll men o f a younger age 
than before, and th a t i t  would also 
be used to hunt out “ m iss ing lin ks ”  
among the sk illed  trades fo r use in 
defense indu s try .

The f irs t  e ve n tua lity  n a tu ra lly  
would fo llow  the re p o rt o f a rm y  
chiefs a fte r a few  m onths ’ experi­
ence w ith  draftees tha t the younger 
men were fa r  m ore  adaptable than 
the older, and could take th e ir  tra in ­
ing  qu icke r and better.

The second resulted fro m  the 
rea liza tion  tha t m any m eno in  the 
u n ifo rm  would be m uch m ore p ro­
ductive  to defense in sh ipyards or 
m un itions p lan ts and th a t the c lass i­
fica tion  lis ts , i f  turned ove r to de­
fense production  men m ig h t resu lt 
in d iscovery o f these facts  before 
the u n ifo rm  was donned.

The li f t in g  of any ban on the size 
of the a rm y  tended to ind ica te  tha t 
there was ju s tifica tio n  fö r  the g row ­
ing  b e lie f tha t the end o f a ca lendar 
yea r would not ve ry  l ik e ly  mean 
the end of a m an’s m il i ta ry  service, 
under present conditions.

VICHY:
A J\etv Bole

M ore and m ore i t  was becom ing 
apparent tha t newest G erm an prop­
aganda was to convince the w orld , 
especia lly the U nited States, o f one 
fa c t—tha t the w a r was ove r and 
G erm any was about to  undertake 
the d iff ic u lt task o f reconstruction.

In  effect the s to ry  to (as one G er­
m an w r ite r  put it)  “ poor daddy 
Roosevelt”  was th is :

“ A ll B ritis h  have been chased 
fro m  the European con tinen t except 
at G ib ra lta r.

“ Thus G erm any’ s p r im e  ob jec tive  
has been achieved. We sha ll now 
try  to cem ent these 300,000,000 peo­
ple in to one force, w o rk in g  fo r G er­
m any.

“ W ith th is  force we sha ll con fron t 
the United States and defeated 
B r ita in .”

F irs t  m ove in the “ w a r is now over 
gam e”  was to  lighten, som ewhat, 
the a rm is tice  te rm s fo r F rance— 
and to  ask deeper co llabora tion .

Th is, according to  dispatches, 
V ichy  accepted unanim ously.

The G erm an plan ca lled  fo r the 
1 re tu rn  o f some prisoners o f w ar,
I the ra is in g  of the line  between oc­

cupied and unoccupied France , and 
a lis t  o f demands on the F rench  fo r 
co-operation which m ig h t never be 

j m ade public.
M ost observers believed th a t G er­

m any, in  order to get and hold the 
I M editerranean, would g ive a lm ost 

any concession to beaten F rance to 
grab  the French fleet, bu t th is  did 
not appear on the surface as a 
condition.

Washington, D. C. 
S H IP  P R E M IU M S  TO JAPAN

I t  is ha rd  to believe, but the gov­
e rnm en t o f the U nited States a c tu a l- ! 
ly  is pay ing  w a r r is k  insurance to ' 
the Japanese fo r help ing to insure 
the S.S. A m erica , pride o f the U. S. 
m e rchan t m arine .

Th is  is ju s t p a rt o f the reve la tions 
over re -insurance w hich are b reak­
ing  th is  week a t the jus tice  depart­
m ent. These probes also show tha t 
when a vessel is in ju red , A xis  in ­
surance com panies get a ll the data 
re ga rd ing  its  cargo, tim e  o f depar­
tu re , destination , and the in te r io r 
p lan  of the ship.

Thus, despite a ll the censorship of 
Secre tary o f the N avy Knox, G er­
m any has had an easy means of 
know ing a ll about every ship tha t 
leaves the U n ited  States.

Th is  is accom plished when A m e r­
ican insurance companies, because 
of the heavy r is k  involved in  insu r­
ing  a cargo in  w artim e , re insure  
w ith  va rious fo re ign  companies. In  
o ther words, they sell p a rt o f the 
po licy  abroad, thus d is tr ib u te  the 
ri«k. T h a t is how Japan makes a 
lush p ro fit on insu ring  A m erican  
vessels, even vessels owned by the 
U. S. A.

La s t yea r congress passed a law  
p rov id ing  w a r r is k  insurance fo r 
U. S. sh ipp ing, bu t the m a rit im e  
com m ission, fo r  reasons best known 
to  itse lf, has declined to take ad­
vantage o f the law . C om m ission
m em bers state qu ite  fra n k ly  th a t ] 
they wanted to th row  the business to 
p r iva te  insurance concerns—as long 
as p r iva te  insurance was ava ilab le .

D E B A T E  F R E E Z IN G  A XIS  FUNDS
One o f the m ost vigorous inner 

cab inet debates in  a long tim e  con­
cerned the question of freezing 
G e rm a n -Ita lia n  funds on deposit in  
the U n ited  States. In a heated d is­
cussion, S ecre ta ry  o f State H u ll and 
Secre tary o f C om m erce Jesse Jones 
were the on ly  cab inet m em bers who 
stood out fo r  le ttin g  the tw o A xis 
powers continue to spend m oney as 
they wished in  th is  country.

M any people m ay not rea lize  it, 
bu t whereas the governm ent has 
frozen the funds o f a ll the conquered 
nations — France, N orw ay, Den­
m a rk , B e lg ium , Holland, Greece, 
e tc .—i t  continues to  p e rm it the con­
quering  nations to  use th e ir money 
in the U. S. A . in  any m anner they 
w ish.

F o r instance, G erm any gets m ore 
than a m illio n  do lla rs  m o n th ly  fro m  
the lease o f patents to  A m erican  
companies. Th is is pa id in  A m e r­
ican  d o lla rs  and can be spent fo r  
a n ti-A m erica n  propaganda o r any­
th in g  else, o r shipped back to G er­
m any. Ita lia n  d ip lo m a tic  attaches, 
fo r  instance, were found c a rry in g  
$2,000,000 in  U. S. cu rrency  in  a 
suitcase fro m  New Orleans to M ex­
ico fo r propaganda purposes. A n­
o the r $2,000.000 of U. S. currency 
was shipped to Buenos A ires  by  the 
Ita lia n  embassy.

M eanw hile , F rance, fo r  exam ple, 
no longer sells perfum e, etc., to 
the U nited States, bu t sells to G er­
m any, w hich in tu rn  ships the p e r - ! 
fum e th rough V lad ivostok to the 
U n ited  States. Reason is tha t 
F rench  funds are frozen, so the 
F rench can get no m oney fro m  the 
U. S. A. B u t G erm an funds a re  not 
frozen, so F rench tra de  to  the 
U n ited  States now increases Nazi i 
p ro fits  and helps b u ild  up trade 
channels fo r the fu tu re .

• • •
S T R E A M L IN E D  FOODS

Because o f the acute shipp ing 
shortage, food item s fo r  shipm ent 
to  B r ita in  are  being selected fo r high 
v ita m in  and ca lorie  content, also fo r 
m in im u m  bu lk  and w eigh t.

In  general, preference w il l  be g iv ­
en to concentrated and d rie d  foods, 
ra th e r than bu lky canned goods 
such as fru its , which con ta in  a con­
siderable am ount of w ater. Tom a­
toes are an exception because the 
ju ice  they are packed in  is high 
in  v itam in s .

One ite m  u rgen tly  desired by the 
B r it is h  is dehydrated vegetable 
soup, 12 tons of w hich w il l  m ake 
700.000 bowls.

A p lan is under considera tion to 
tra n sp o rt some o f th is  concentrated 
food in the big bombers be ing fe r­
r ie d  across the A tla n tic , w h ich  can 
easily  c a rry  a 12-ton load.

The $400.000.000 th a t has been a l­
located fo r the food-aid p ro g ra m  w ill 
be used to buy 15.000.000 cases of 
canned tomatoes. 20,000.000 cases of 
evaporated m ilk . 50,000,000 pounds 
o f la rd . 250.000.000 pounds o f cheese, 
severa l m illio n  pounds o f W ilsh ire  
cured ham, m illions  o f powdered 
eggs, and thousands o f tons o f de­
hydra ted  vegetable soup, d r ie d  ra i­
sins and prunes

W hile  g igan tic  in  itse lf, the pro­
g ra m  is on ly  about S pe r cent o f 
the U. S. food b il l,  w h ich in 1940 
was $12.000.000.000.

. . .
M E R R Y-G O -R O U N D

The Nelson R ockefe lle r com m ittee  
to r c u ltu ra l re la tions w ith  South 
A m erica  w asn 't at a ll keen about

H hy a Change?
W hat d id change V ichy 's  ro le  In

the w orld? Up to tha t m om ent the 
w orld  had p ictured V ichy  and un­
occupied F rance as a saddened, 
hungry nation, bled w h ite  by the 
Nazis, and hoping against hope fo r 
the day when a B r itis h  v ic to ry  
would re tu rn  the country  to peace, 
p rospe rity  and freedom .

N ow the w orld  had to p ic tu re  a 
F rance w hich had fu r th e r  su rren ­
dered, w hich was sending D arla n  to 
repeated close and secret con fer­
ences w ith  a "h ig h  Nazi a u th o r ity ,”  
and w hich was prepared to te ll the Q,e Douglas F a irbanks good-w ill p il- 

Slates, in effect. Just w hat g r im age. They resented F ra n k lin
the G erm ans were c la im in g : Roosevelt J r., close fr ie n d  o f F a ir-

The w ar is over. Europe now is banks, pu tting  th is  one ove r w ith  
dom inated by G erm any, and F rance h l,  fa the r w tule they were n 't  look-
is going to  co llabora te  p o lit ic a lly  
and soc ia lly , to see w hat she can 
ga in fo r he rse lf in  the reo rgan iza ­
tion  o f Europe. I f  you go Into the 
w a r on the side o f B r ita in  you are 
against, not fo r us.”

tog.
M a yor LaG uard ia  declined w ith  

thanks F D R 's  request th a t he head 
the new C iv il Defense C om m is­
s i.» , ind ica ting  to the Boss th a t he 
wants a cab inet Job o r nothing.

F ire  swept through three c ity  blocks of the P o rt R ichm ond section of 
P h ilade lph ia , ta k in g  p rope rty  to ll of a p p rox im a te ly  $5.000,000 in  homes 
and fac to ries . A w a ll of w a te r stopped the fire  ju s t short o f C ram ps 
sh ipya rds, where la rge  nava l construction  con tracts  are under w ay. Photo 
shows fire n ien  figh ting  the blaze.

L ieu t. Col. I I .  S m ith , m il i ta ry  aide 
to the P resident, averted new a t­
tacks on A m erica n  Peace M ob iliza ­
tion  p icke ts in  fro n t o f W hite House 
by tak in g  one so ld ie r in to  custody, 
h im se lf, g iv in g  h im  the "b u m 's  
rush ”  in to  the gu a rd  room . ..

Giant New Battleship Commissioned In Hess’s Shoes

The 35,000-ton super-dreadnaught, U. S. S. W ashington, has now 
jo ined  the U n ited  States n a vy . Th is  v iew  du ring  the com m ission ing 
cerem onies shows p a rt o f the a fte r-deck w ith  crew  m em bers lined up 
under the g rea t sh ip ’s 16-inch rifles .

Wartime Rules Invoked to Guard Capitol

F ro m  now on the office o f chan­
ce lle ry  head in B e rlin  w i l l  be under 
con tro l of H it le r ,  a lthough the pres­
ent leader, M a rt in  B orm ann (above) 
w il l  re m a in  in  office . Th is w il l  f i l l  
gap created by  flig h t of R udo lf 
Hess, No. 3 N azi, to Scotland.

Fights Polio

C ap ito l po lice  begin checking a rtic le s  c a rr ie d  by v is ito rs , fo r the firs t 
t im e  since W’o r ld  W ar I  days, when a tim e-bom b exploded in  the senate 
reception  room . A cting  under orders fro m  the cap ito l po lice  board, 
fourteen o ffice rs  are stopping a l l  v is ito rs  at the seven entrances to the 
b u ild in g , and re lie ve  a ll sight-seers of bundles, cam eras, um bre lla s  and 
o the r a rtic le s  la rge  enough to conceal a bomb.

Australian Prime Minister Arrives

A t the In v ita tio n  o f P resident 
Roosevelt to take tre a tm e n t fo r po­
lio , H ig in io  M o rin ig o  J r .,  son o f 
the president o f P araguay, a rr ive s  
a t M ia m i a irp o r t w ith  his m o ther 
and M a ria  C arm en Pena, fou r, en 
rou te  to W arm  Springs, Ga.

Gift From Red Cross

R obert G. Menzies, p r im e  m in is te r o f A us tra lia , and com panions, 
p ic tu red  as they a rr ive d  in New Y ork , fro m  Europe, on the Pan-Am erican 
D ix ie  C lippe r. L e ft to r ig h t: M enzies: F rede riek  Sheddon, secre ta ry  of 
A u s tra lia n -B ritis h  defense re -o rd ina tio n  departm en t; and John Storey, 
m em ber o f A u s tra lia n -B ritish  a irc ra f t  production com m ittee .

John G. W inant. U n ited  States 
am bassador to G reat B r ita in , hand­
ing over a check fo r  70.0M pounds 
to Lady Reading, ch ie f of the W om­
en's V olunteer Service, In London.

■ The m oney was sent fro m  the A m er- 
1 lean Red Cross.


