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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS By Edward C. Wayne

Washington Debates Use of Convoys 
As British Shipping Losses Mount; 
Stalin Becomes Premier of Russia, 
Openly Assumes National Leadership

(E D IT O R 'S  N O T E — W hen ocinionw a re  expressed in these colum n«. they  
a re  those oi the new s a n a ly s t and not necessarily  of this n e w s p a p e r.)

. Hide -sed by W estern N ewspaper Union

Joins Army

W ashington, D. C.

U. S. Seizes Nazi Sailors Speaks in Chicago

Hank Greenberg, brilliant 
D etroit outfielder, has been 
drafted  in to  the arm y where 
he joins fellow  Americans 
from  every walk of life.

A sp lit in  a d m in is tra tion  po licy  over the new tax p rogram  was ind ica ted  
when Leon Henderson (above), governm ent “ p rice  czar,*' testified before 
the bouse ways and means com m ittee  tha t be believed a large po rtio n  of the 
treasury  revenue program  to be “ de fla tiona ry and unnecessary.’ * I t  is in d i­
cated tha t w hile  methods of ra is in g  taxes m ay cause d isag reem ent one 
th in g  is sure: taxes m ust go up to meet defense program  costs.

CONVOYS:
Battle of Atlantic

M ounting B ritish  losses in the ba t­
tle  o f the A tla n tic  put the issue of 
convoying s tr ic tly  and square ly up 
to  the adm in is tra tion  in W ashing­
ton, and the answer was seen to be 
fo rthcom ing  shortly , i f  i t  had not 
a lready been made secretly.

I t  had so fa r been la rg e ly  a v e r­
bal discussion, w ith  the non-in te r­
ven tion is ts  po in ting to convoying as 
o u tr ig h t w ar, and the a d m in is tra tion  
forces sending up one t r ia l balloon 
a fte r another to test A m erican  sen­
tim e n t as to whether i t  was ready 
and w illin g  fo r th is im p o rta n t step.

B rie fly , the positions were these:
N on-in tervention ists held th a t con­

voying  m eant shooting (quoting  the 
President h im se lf) and th a t shoot­
ing  m eant undeclared w ar.

The adm in is tra tion  forces took the 
sim ple stand tha t congress had vo t­
ed a ll-ou t a id to B rita in , and tha t i t  
was foolish to bu ild  b illions  of dol­
la rs ’ w orth  of w ar m a te ria l fo r the 
B ritish  and then send i t  out on the 
h igh seas to be sent to the bottom .

The la tte r v iew  was fin a lly  ex­
pressed in a long rad io  address by 
Secre tary o f W ar Stimson, who was 
reported to have consulted P res i­
dent Roosevelt about the address be­
fo re  de live ring  it.

Stimson was frank. He went fu r ­
the r than the question o f convoying, 
which he treated as a s im p le  phase 
o f the b ig  issue—w hether the A m er­
ican navy, ready and w illin g  to “ h a lt 
aggressors”  on the h igh seas, should 
stand qu ie tly  by and le t B r ita in  be 
defeated through lack of con tro l of 
the oceans, o r should be turned to 
aid B rita in  and g ive B r ita in  the 
m astery of the sea w ithou t which 
she could not hope to win.

Secretary Stimson. not hav ing  the 
au tho rity  to order out the fleet in to 
active aid to B rita in , was ju s t m a k­
ing a speech, and could not answer 
his own questions w ith  action. N ei­
ther could Senator Pepper o f F lo r­
ida, an o u trigh t and fra nk  advo­
cate o f open whr, who even went so 
fa r  as to c ritic ize  the a d m in is tra ­
tion, w ith  which he was en tire ly  
aligned, as not being bellicose 
enough in the present g rave s itua­
tion.

So the ba ttle  of the A tlan tic , w hile  
i t  was c la im in g  A m erican lives and 
A m erican goods, was s t i l l  being 
fought, at least openly, by the B r i t ­
ish navy alone, though the big scene 
of the fight was in the A m erican  
ha lls o f congress and in the A m e r i­
can newspapers.

S tim son’s speech had one obvious 
effect, however, i t  served notice on 
the non-in te rvention ists tha t the 
tim e  was not fa r d is tan t when ta lk  
would he replaced by action, one 
way or the other, and his ta lk  had 
its  effect, in rousing the an ti-ad ­
m in is tra tio n  orators to a new frenzy 
o f appeal to the great "m ass o f the 
people”  to speak out.

Nobody spoke out, however, at 
lenRt not in  any mass tha t looked 
rem ote ly  like  a m a jt r ity . On the 
o ther hand, the a d m in is tra tion  
seemed about ready to take action 
w hich would have fa r-reach ing  im ­
portance.

There was news from  San F ra n ­
cisco shippers to th e ir connections 
in  Tokyo tha t the United States was 
p lan n ing  to close the Panama canal 
in  a short tim e  to Japanese vessels.

Th is  would have the effect of l i f t ­
ing  a ve ry  p ra c tica l bar to the trade

H ig h lig h ts
. . . in  th e  n e ws

L O N D O N : The exp lo it of a boat- 
aw a iu  of a sunken B r it is h  destroye i 
w as to ld . The m an. sw im m in g  away 
fro m  hia « ink in g  «hip, encountered 
fo u r  O e rin a n  flie rs  In a ru bber boat. 
H e  «warn to w a rd  them , and when 
they th rea tened  h im  w ith  revolver«, 
he «tabbed the boat w ith  a clasp- 
k n ife . « in k in g  it .

o f the Japanese w ith  the eastern 
coast o f South and C en tra l A m e r i­
ca, as i t  would force these vessels 
to go around Cape Horn.

The announcement was w ith o u t o f­
fic ia l backing, ye t it  was m ade at 
a tim e  when certa in  N ipponese news­
papers were u rg ing  repeated ly  th a t 
Matsuoka, recent guest a t A x is  cap­
ita ls, m ake a t r ip  to the U n ited  
States and try  to im prove  Japan's 
re la tions w ith  th is country , perhaps 
reach a “ perfect un ders tand in g" 
tha t would guarantee peace.

The closing o f the canal, however, 
would be a blow to Japan th a t she 
would not take qu ie tly  o r w ithou t 
reprisa ls, i f  possible. “I t  was view ed 
as the sort o f blunt act th a t m igh t, 
w ith  d is tin c t intention, shut Japan 
off from  any fu rth e r d ip lo m a tic  t ra f ­
fic w ith  Washington.

STALIN:
In Saddle

One of the m ost in te res ting  deve l­
opments, ye t one on w h ich  the 
ana lys t could a lm ost “ w rite  his own 
tic k e t,”  was the assum ption o f Josef 
S ta lin  o f the p rem ie rsh ip  o f Soviet 
Russia.

The d ic ta to r o f the Soviet has 
never before held p o lit ic a l office, op­
e ra ting  e n tire ly  behind the scenes, 
w ith  others to w ear such togas as 
m ay be passed around.

The com m entators took every pos­
sible v iew  of S ta lin ’s assum ption o f 
personal office as head o f the Rus­
sian state.

These views ranged a ll the way 
from  an “ about face ”  on the w ar, 
w ith  Russia about to take an ac tive  
ro le aga inst G erm any and Ita ly  in 
the N ear East, to the v iew  of K eren­
sky, fo rm e r Russian p rem ie r in  
1917, who said he believed S ta lin ’s 
tak in g  o f power m ig h t mean th a t , 
G erm any has a p rom ise  fro m  the 
d ic ta to r o f ac tive  a id  on the G er- | 
m an side.

I t  was a step down fo r Molotov, 
who went fro m  p re m ie r back to fo r ­
eign m in is te r, a post he held before. 
M olo tov was, perhaps, the Anger | 
po in ting to  the rea l reason fo r the 
change. He becam e fo re ign  m in is ­
te r ju s t before the d ra m a tic  sign­
ing of the Russo-Germ an pact, a 
pact w hich hastened the actual s ta r t 
of the present w ar.

F o r i t  was the s ign ing o f th is 
tre a ty  tha t made B r ita in  and France 
realize tha t th e ir hope of encirc le- , 
m ent o f the A xis by  land was va in , 
and th a t they w ere re a lly  in a figh t 
fo r th e ir  existence.

The on ly  o ff ic ia l announcement 
cam e fro m  S ta lin , who said tha t 
M o lo tov was being re lieved on ly  
a fte r his own “ repeated requests.”

London was inc line d  to a some­
w hat m ore rosy v iew  o f the s itua tion 
than tha t o f K erensky, saying:

“ Soviet Russia has refused to sign 
a fu rth e r G erm an pact, and has 
openly taken the stand tha t B u lgaria  
was w rong in so doing, and tha t 
Jugoslavia  was r ig h t to tight.

“ S ta lin  now takes com m and of the 
Russian e m p ire  a t a tim e  when a 
G erm an d r iv e  to the east threatens 
w hat Russia regards as her sphere 
of a c t iv ity  in  A s ia .”

No positive  sta tem ent there, but 
a general v iew  th a t the whole move 
is insp ired by Soviet d isqu iet over 
G erm an advances tow a rd  the B lack 
sea. The B ritis h  be lieved the move 
m eant a fra n k  and ac tive  change in 
Russian po licy.

W ashington, w h ile  s ilen t as to the 
rea l significance, if, indeed i t  was 
known a t a ll, saw three  possible ou t­
comes:

1. That Russia would merge the 
C om m unist p a rty  and the State into 
one whole, w ith  S ta lin  a t the head.

2. That S ta lin  would take over a ll 
power in  the face o f a Germ an 
threat.

3. T ha t S ta lin  would d iscard the 
old po licy o f Russia do ing as she 
pleased, and su rrender to com plete 
co llabo ra tion  w ith  G erm any.

W AR:
Vital Phases

I t  was ev iden t th a t the w a r was 
| en te ring  severa l o f its  m ost v ita l 

phases, w ith  B r ita in  standing alone, 
though w ith  constan tly  increasing  

’ A m erica n  aid.
The big test w hich the C hu rch ill 

I governm ent faced a t the hands of 
the B r it is h  com mons was on ly  a p a rt 

! o f the p ic tu re .
The ba ttle  was three-fo ld— the a ir  

figh t ove r E ngland, w ith  the chan­
nel crossing th re a t behind i t ;  the 

' p incers m ove on the M e d ite rra n ­
ean, especia lly  Suez; the B a ttle  of 

| the A tla n tic .

Over England
H am m er blows being s truck  a t 

B r ita in  by the Lu ftw a ffe  no longer 
were being shrugged off in  d is ­
patches as “ some dam age being 
done”  o r “ some casualties fea red ,”  . 
but dispatches fro m  E ngland to ld  o f | 
m ost serious dam age to P lym outh , 
w hich was p ra c tic a lly  ru ined ; to 
L ive rpoo l, to  B e lfas t, to the C lyde­
side, a ll of them  m uch m ore v ita l to 
B r ita in ’ s defense than the sm ashing 
a ttacks on London and the Tham es 
estuary.

A p pa ren tly  pa y in g  l i t t le  a tten tion  
to the in d u s tr ia l M id land  section of 
England, H it le r  thus was cen tering  
h is a ttacks on ports, ports and m ore 
ports, ap pare n tly  seeking to tie  in  
the b a ttle  o f E ngland w ith  the b a ttle  
o f the A tla n tic , ra th e r than to  con­
cen tra te  on a genera l a ir  b litz  
aga ins t E ng land ’ s fac to ries  and her 
in d u s tr ia l production.

A nother deve lopm ent was the con­
stan t increase o f day figh ting  ove r 
the channel, regarded in m any qu a r­
ters as a t r ia l  ba lloon to  an invasion 
a tte m p t as soon as m idsum m er 
ca lm e r w eather should a rrive .

As a lw ays, the defense of B r ita in  i 
found its  echo in  th is  coun try , and 
the change in the method o f L u f t - 1 
waffe a ttacks on E ngland found 
P resident Roosevelt ¡¿suing an u r ­
gent appeal, p ra c tic a lly  a com m and, 
to the a ir  indu s try  to concentrate 
on the production  o f the la rgest pos-I 
sib le  bom bing planes.

OPM  said th a t A m erica  should 
produce 20,000 m il i ta r y  planes in the 
12 m onths to come, bu t M r. Roose­
v e lt seemed to feel th a t a change in 
type would be needed.

In  fac t, he conditioned the even- ■ 
tu a l m a s te ry  o f the a ir  by B r ita in  
on the A m erica n  production o f these 
ve ry  la rg e  bombers, and said th a t ■ 
they m ust be b u ilt even i f  i t  means ' 
e n la rg in g  p lan ts fu rth e r.

M E D ITE R R A N EA N :
Also Important

The ba ttle  o f the M ed ite rranean  
was no less v ita l and no less active  
than the b a ttle  o f England. F o r on 
the eastern fro n t the B r itis h  found 
themselves, a fte r the w ith d ra w a l 
fro m  Greece, w ith  new prob lem s on 1 
th e ir hands.

The Ira q  coup le ft them  w ith  the 
possible loss o f the M osul o il fields, 
and the a ll- im p o rta n t p ipe line fro m  [ 
K irk u k  to  H a ifa  fa llin g  in to  th e ’ 
hands o f the N azi-insp ired  Ira q  gov­
e rnm en t o i G a ilan i.

The B rit is h  s w ift ly  landed an ex­
ped itiona ry  force, shot i t  in land, and 
sent re in fo rcem ents. Y e t i t  was ob-1 
vious th a t the troub le  in  M oslem  
Asia M ino r was on the increase, j 
w ith  the F rench  in S yria  fra n k ly  j 
th ro w in g  up th e ir hands and saying 
th a t they w ere unable to qu e ll d is- ] 
turbances on the p a rt o f A rabs 
there. T u rkey  o ffered her good o f­
fices, and so d id  E gypt, bu t though 
the re  was re lig ious  un ity  in  those [ 
d irections, there was l i t t le  un ity  o f ! 
purpose, and i t  looked as though 
B r ita in  would have to figh t fo r her 
o il o r g ive up and get o il somewhere 
else.

The prospect also was d a rk  be­
cause o f the menace o f G erm an aid 
to the Ira q i, w hich m ig h t m ake the 
p ipe line  untenable even i f  the B ritis h  
get fu ll con tro l o f IL

M E D IT E R R A N E A N  K E Y
K ey to the fa te fu l ba ttle  of the

M ed ite rranean  w hich is about to 
bu rs t in  fu l l  fu ry  is not the Suez 
canal, bu t B r ita in ’s great nava l base 
a t A lexand ria , 125 m iles west o f 
the cana l en trance.

The loss o f A lexand ria  would de­
p r ive  the B r it is h  o f th e ir  key 

j "b r idge head ”  in  northern A fr ic a  
and ensure A x is  dom ination o f the 
eastern M ed ite rranean.

A c tu a lly , the Suez canal itse lf has 
been o f l i t t le  va lue to the B r it is h  
fo r  m onths. I t  w ent out o f use as 
the so-called " life - l in e  o f the em ­
p ire "  when the A x is  a ir  a ttack  tha t 
severe ly  dam aged the a ir  c a r r ie r  I l ­
lus tr ious  proved i t  was su ic ida l to 
a tte m p t to convoy shipp ing through 
the long and n a rro w  w aterw ay.

Since then the M editerranean has 
been a “ no m a n ’s land ”  fo r a ll the 
be lligeren ts. W hile  2.000 m iles  In 

| length, its  n a rro w  w id th  a t ce rta in  
[ places has m ade i t  ex trem e ly  haz­
ardous fo r both sides, and the B r i t ­
ish have been ro u ting  th e ir sh ipp ing 
around the Cape o f Good Hope fo r  
some tim e .

Loss o f the M ed ite rranean  would, 
o f course, be a serious b low  to  the 
B r it is h ; bu t i t  would by  no mean» 
end the w a r o r  m ean v ic to ry  fo r  the 

I Ax is . W ith  he r fleet in tac t, B r ita in  
would s t i l l  be ab le  to c a rry  the fight 
to  H it le r  and M ussolin i.

•  • • •
M A C H IN E  TOOLS

C hie f reason behind the b ig  c u r­
ta ilm e n t in  auto production was the 
re lease o f u rg e n tly  needed m achine 
tools fo r defense. The m achine too l 
bo ttleneck cou ld  be broken ove r­
n ig h t i f  a ll the m achine tools owned 
by the m o to r indu s try  w ere tu rned 
to the m a k in g  o f planes, tanks and 
other a rm am e n t.

Defense experts  estim ate th a t 
the re  are around 1,500.000 m achine 
tools in  the U. S., of w hich m ore  
than h a lf  are in  plants m ak ing  m o­
to r veh ic les o r pa rts  fo r them, and 
in  the a llie d  m e ta l fa b rica tin g  in ­
du s try . The l is t  includes grinders , 
m ill in g  m achines, lathes, bo ring  
m achines, presses, gear cu tte rs, 
d r ille rs , and shapers, a ll v ita l in  the 
p ro d u c tio n ,o f defense equipm ent.

New ou tpu t o f m achine tools is 
now speeding a t the ra te  o f 14,000 
a m onth. T h is  is a spectacu lar 
ach ievem ent and a g rea t tr ib u te  to 
the in du s try . B u t i t  is on ly  a drop  
in  the bucket com pared to the 
750,000 m achine tools a lready  pos­
sessed by the auto and m e ta l fab­
r ic a t in g  industries , w hich a rm y  men 
say would increase defense produc­
tion  to fu l l  flow im m e d ia te ly  i f  
pooled and devoted e n tire ly  to  this 
purpose.

• •  •
H ID D E N  C O LLE A G U E

A stocky, g ray-ha ired  man, 
flanked by a group o f sightseers, 
approached a C ap ito l po licem an and 
asked d irec tions to the office o f Sen. 
H ira m  Johnson o f C a lifo rn ia . 
^T u cke d  aw ay in an obscure co r­
ne r o f the no rth  side o f the C apito l 
w here to u ris ts  never tread, John­
son’s o ffice  is one of the ha rdest to 
find in the g rea t s truc tu re .

" I ’ l l  do m y best to  exp la in  how 
to get the re ,”  said the po licem an. 
“ A re  you a to u ris t? ”

“ No,”  grinned the in q u ire r, " I ’m  
the o ther senator fro m  C a lifo rn ia , 
Senator D ow ney.”

•  • •
F E R R Y  SCHOOL

E verybody is w ondering how the 
sw arm s of figh ting  planes w h ich  
U. S. fac to ries  w ill produce fo r the 
B r it is h  in  the next 12 m onths w ill 
be de live red  overseas. The answer, 
fo r the b ig  ships, is th a t they w ill 
be flown across—and in such g rea t 
num bers tha t the B ritis h  are setting 
up a specia l p ilo t tra in in g  school fo r 
th a t purpose, in  the U n ited  States.

The school w ill g ive an in tensive 
re fresher and tra in in g  course to vo l­
un teer p ilo ts  to  q u a lify  them  fo r 
“ fe r ry in g ”  the b ig bom bers across 
the A tla n tic .

The vo lun teers m ay be B ritish , 
Canadian, o r A m erican . H ow ever, 
I t  is expected th a t the la rg es t num ­
bers w ill be Am ericans. The B ritis h  
can use 250 of them.

• • •
GOOD N E IG H B O R  P ILO TS

A nother “ Good N e ighbor”  gesture 
w ill soon be made to ou r im m e d ia te  
ne ighbor to the south, M exico . The 
state departm en t w il l  o ffe r p ilo t­
tra in in g  courses to a num ber of 
M exican  youths in the U n ited  States.

In it ia to r  of the idea was Vice 
P resident H enry W allace. When he 
v is ited  M exico last year, one o f the 
p rob lem s discussed was the sho rt­
age of av ia to rs  in  the M exican 
a rm y . W allace was to ld  tha t M ex­
ico wanted to undertake a p ilo t­
tra in in g  p rog ram  s im ila r  to  th a t in 
the U n ited  States, bu t lacked planes 
and instructors.

SAILOR:
Round-Up

Considerable exc item en t was oc­
casioned by the im m ig ra tio n  d e pa rt­
m e n t's  roundup o f a ll G erm an 
sa ilo rs  on charges th a t they had 
"ove rs tayed  th e ir  le a ve ."

The governm ent never has been 
s tr ic t w ith  them . B u t i t  was s ig n ifi­
can t th a t the roundup fo llow ed a 
W ashington re lease by m any co rre ­
spondents w hich stated a t grea t 
length tha t the re  has been a syste­
m a tic  sabotage o f re g u la r shipping.

MERRY-GO-ROUND
Lead ing  economists ra te  the in ­

d u s tr ia l and financ ia l surveys com ­
pleted by the O 'M ahoney m onopoly 
com m ittee  as the m ost va luab le  
source m a te ria l on the econom y of 
the country  ever com piled.

D epartm ent o f a g ricu ltu re  is rec- I 
om m end ing a new p lan t to  hold soil \ 
in  the gu llies— but they w ish the | 
Japanese would te ll how to produce 
the seed. Known as kudzu. I t  is one 
o f the p lan t secrets o f Japan. I t  
serves not on ly  as a so il b inder but 
also as a feed, surpassing a lfa lfa .

In  another d ire c t an ti-N az i m ove, governm ent agents rounded up m ore 
than 160 stranded N azi seamen fo r  sh ipm en t to A m erica n  “ concentra ­
tion  cam p or cam ps.”  Th is  soundphoto shows some of those seized board­
ing  a cu tte r a t New Y o rk , en rou te  to E llis  Is land  fo r detention.

Good Will Flight Ends in Tragedy
r

B o liv ia n  M in is te r Don L u is  G aueha lla . second fro m  le ft, exam ines 
personal effects of C apt. R afael R ivas, a ide to ch ie f o f the B o liv ia n  a ir  
corps, who died when his good-w ill plane crashed d u rin g  take-off fro m  
W ashington, D. C., a irp o r t. C ap ta in  Taborga , a ide to president o f B o liv ia , 
was taken a live  fro m  the fla m in g  w reckage, but in  c r it ic a l cond ition . The 
ship crashed on the second leg o f a 10,000-mile good-w ill f ligh t.

President Opens Defense Savings Campaign

P res ident Roosevelt Is shown as he purchased the f irs t defense savings 
bond and o ff ic ia lly  opened the tre a s u ry ’s m u lt i-m illio n  d o lla r defense 
savings eam paign . The new savings stam ps and bonds are on sale at 
post offices and banks and range fro m  10 cents to $10,000 in denom ination . 
S ecre ta ry  o f T reasu ry  M orgen thau  Is shown handing the P res ident his bond 
ju s t be fore the  na tion-w ide  ra d io  addresses.

Chamber Hears Army and Navy Chiefs

M em bers o f the U n ited  S tates C ham ber of C om m erce a ttend ing  the 
tw en ty -n in th  annual m eeting In W ashington heard fro m  the top -rank ing  
o ffice rs  o f the a rm y  and navy. Photo shows, L. to R „  Gen. George C. 
M a rsh a ll. U. S. a rm y  ch ie f o f s ta ff; A d m ira l H aro ld  R. S ta rk , ch ie f of 
nava l operatlona; Thos. M r ln n e rn e y , v ice  p res iden t C ham ber o f C om m erce .

Lo rd  H a lifa x , B r it is h  am bassador 
to the U . S., shown as he de live red  
h is speech in  behalf o f A m erica n  aid 
to B r ita in , in  Chicago. He declared 
“ w a r’s end m ust b rin g  a system  by 
w h ich  a l l  men w i l l  find oppo rtun ity  
to bu ild  the foundations of a good 
and decent l i fe . ”

Against War

F o rm e r Gov. P h ilip  L a F o lie tte  o f 
W isconsin, as he de live red  a fie ry  
a n ti-w a r speech in  H insda le , 111. He 
urged th a t A m e rica  re m a in  a t peace.

Happy Birthday?

Fa isa l I I ,  k ing  of Ira q , who cele­
brated his s ix th  b irth d a y  w h ile  the 
a r t i lle ry  of his a rm y  was she lling  
B ritis h  troops who had taken re fuge 
in the R .A .F . base a t H ahban iyah , 
Ira q . P ro-Nazi Rashid Beg G a ilan i 
is  In the saddle as p re m ie r of Iraq .

Greek Leader

a new governm ent, r iv a l to th a t at 
K ing  George I I  a t C rete.


