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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS By Edward C. Wayne

Hitler’s Spring Drive Into Balkans 
Follows Usual Pattern of Nazi ‘Blitz’ 
As Greeks and Jugoslavs Fall Back; 
Axis Powers Register African Gains

‘Royal’ Eviction

(K IJ IT O K 'M  N O T E — W hen opinion« a re  expressed In then«* colum n«, they  
a re  those of the new« a n a ly s t and  not necessarily  of th is  n e w s p a p e r.)

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  «Released by W es te rn  N e w sp a p e r U n ion  _ _ _ _ _ -

EL AGHEILA, LIBYA.—Beyond this Nazi arm ored tank waves a sw as­
tika from a building in this Libyan coastal town. Since the Nazis joined the 
Italian troops in the Libyan sector previous sensational successes by the 
British have been wiped out and much territory  formerly won is now in 
axis hands.

BALKANS;
Nazi Power

The sudden onslaught of the Nazi 
troops on five fronts against Jugo­
slavia and Greece came with te rr i­
fying swiftness and in the early 
days of the conflict it was evident 
that a delaying action was the most 
that the Greeks could offer, and that 
the Jugoslavs, prepared m entally, 
but unprepared physically to resist, 
could do little but harass the ad­
vance of the invader.

Hungarian troops were also or­
dered to enter Jugoslavian territory 
separated from Hungary after the 
war of 1914-1918.

Events moved swiftly in those first 
few days. Immediately the city of 
Belgrade, perilously close to the 
border, and in the center of a plain, 
was declared an “open city’’ and 
that the Jugoslavs would not defend 
it. .

However, the first act of the Nazi 
bombers was to deliver a series of 
assaults on Belgrade, closely fol­
lowed by sim ilar attacks on Sara­
jevo, Nis, Zagreb and other points of 
military importance to the invading 
army.

The attack on Belgrade may or 
m ay not have put the city entirely 
hors du combat, but the im m ediate 
effect was to shut off all communi­
cation with the outside world, and 
that caused the reports of the early 
phases of the new war to be frag ­
m entary and conflicting to the ut­
most degree.

One heard that the Jugoslavs were 
Invading neighboring countries, had 
taken Fiume, were bombing Sofia— 
and in the same breath the Germ ans 
claimed the capture of Nis, the raz­
ing of Belgrade, the cutting of vital 
railroad lines.

Only the British reports seemed 
to carry conviction, together with 
those from Athens. The form er pre­
dicted a general withdrawal, and the 
latter told how thut withdrawal was 
being carried out.

But from the s ta rt it had been ex­
pected by this country that Salonika 
would be defended, and that the 
British had 150,000 to 200.000 troops 
in that general neighborhood, and 
were prepared to make a serious de 
fense of the port.

Then the British announced that 
Salonika m ight fall, and gave rise to 
the general belief that perhaps the 
British forces were not so numerous 
or so strong as a t first stated.

Suddenly cam e the word that the 
British had only 60,000 to 90,000 
troops on the scene, and that they 
were in the second line of defense, 
•‘ready to veer to east or west as 
the situation demanded.”

This was the answer to the dis­
patches of the first few days, which 
did not reveal the British in contact 
with the enemy at any point. They 
were, in this report, placed in the 
vicinity of Katerine, which put them 
somewhat in the center, between two 
m ain forces of Greeks.

Closely following this dispatch 
cam e a report from Berlin claiming 
that their troops had entered Salon­
ika, and from Athens itself came the 
following terse, yet disquieting re­
port:

“The G erm an blitz has split Greek 
forces in two with a wedge driven 
down west of Salonika, trapping un­
counted thousands of troops defend­
ing the line of the Truma river.”

Eight on the heels of this report, 
unpleasant to Americans who were 
hoping that the Nazi attack on north­
ern Greece m ight be halted, came 
the word from London “German 
troops have entered Salonika follow­
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Final Tribute to Dean of Hill Proud Skipper

OAKLAND, CALIF.—Otto 
de Bourbon Hapsburg, 65, who 
claims to be a pretender to the 
French throne; his daughter, 
32, and two sons, 41 and 40, 
according to reports, were 
evicted from their house in 
Oakland for alleged non-pay­
ment of rent. Otto Leopold, 
the elder son, is shown above 
carrying part of his personal 
belongings.

Washington, D. C. 
EGGS AND STEEL

The senate could learn a lot from 
the house about brevity in public ad­
dress. M embers ot the house have 
learned to express themselves with­
out taking two hours—in fact, some 
of the best speeches last for only one 
minute.

The other day Congressman Wil­
liam L. Nelson of Missouri rose in 
the house and said, "Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent to speak for 
one m inute.” Then he delivered 
himself of the following, within ex­
actly 60 seconds. The gavel fell in 
the m idst ot applause from the other 
congressmen:

"Mr. Speaker, headlines and foot­
notes a re  always interesting and 
thought-provoking. In the metropol­
itan press I note such headlines as 
these:

Indiana Standard Clears $33,-
597,342.

Record Breaking Backlog by
Republic Steel.

$20.076,739 Earned by E ast­
m an Kodak.

General Motors has Sales
Record with $1,794,936,640 in
1940.

Anaconda Copper Earns $35,-
052,699.

United States Steel Reports 26
Per Cent Business Rise.

And so on.
"Then, in contrast, I notice this

The body of Sen. M orris Sheppard (D), of Texas, being carried  from 
the flower-banked senate cham ber, where it was placed on a caisson in 
a m ilitary procession to Union station, en route to Texarkana, Texas. 
Funeral services were held a t Texarkana, where the dean of congress 
and the author of prohibition lived.

STRIKES:
New Turn

Strike news continued sensational, 
but took somewhat a turn for the

G erm ans attacked w as around better’ W‘th the Dykstra Mediation I footnote in a country weekly:
«. ,, T i board settling the Allis-Chalmers "Eggs, strictly  fresh, 14 toSkoplje, in southwestern Jugoslavia, strike and m akj cents a dozen. . /
a Vital ra  iroad link between the the threatened walkout against U. S. - - -
Greeco-British and Jugoslav forces. stee) and the Ford strjke a ,
Early in the conflict G erm an panzer River Rouge
divisions captured Skoplje, and

ing virtual evacuation of the port 
by Greek troops. British troops 
have not yet gone into action.”

One of the five fronts on which the

Italian Crew Arrives in New York

A proud comm ander is Capt. Olaf 
N. Hustvedt, shown standing beneath 
one of his 16-inch gun turrets during 
the commissioning ceremonies of the 
new battleship, “ North Carolina,” at 
New York Navy yard. The ship car­
ries nine 16-inch rifles.

Roosevelt Romanee

LABOR SHORTAGE
A totally different labor problem

But the news, while somewhat bet- 0,2,1 strikes 8 ives increasing worry 
drove a wedge through the V ardar ter from the stand int of the na . to defense chiefs. Some even con-
valley. The Germ ans reported tak- ; tional defense, was still disquieting sider il m ore se r io u s-ev e n tu a lly -
ing more than 20.000 prisoners in enough Most sensational of the lhan disputes between m anagem ent
th.s action, and radioed photographs stories was the claim  that c  j 0  and unions.
showing long lines of truckloads of chieftains had been canvassing local 14 is the Problem of securing 
Serb and Crotlan prisoners going unjons throughout the y n ited States trained workers for vital defense oc- 
along mountain mads, passing for- seeking flnd what sentim ent_ jf cupations.
ward-moving Nazi divisions on the | any_ there was for a genera] strike ! The Army-Navy Munitions board 
wa;v̂ „  , „ | if the Bridges deportation move I has iust completed a confidential re-

While the United States, led by should be carried  out port listinS occupations in which
President Roosevelt's prom ises of The Bridges case was in the hear- serious Iabor shortages are likely 
sym pathy and aid to Jugoslavia and J ing stage when this move was un. I soon. The report warns that the tre- 
Greece during this invasion, was covered in Washington when Sidney
watching with anxiety and hope for , Hillman of OPM was asked by a 
some more favorable news, the gen- house com m ittee investigating the 
eral tone of opinion was that the j national defense program  to invest!- 
story of Poland and Finland was be- , Cate the rennrt
ing rew ritten before their eyes.

Americans interested in seeing

mendous increase in production, as 
high as 60 per cent in some indus­
tries, is certain  to aggravate the 
problem.

The training program  of the Na­
tional Youth administration and oth­
ers will afford some relief, but the

gate the report,
Mr. Hillman expressed surprise a t 

, the question and said he did not be- , 
something like this happen again lieve that any such move wds bej labor shortage is so urgent that au- 
scanned the news dispatches in vain -- -- t---------- $_a»_ a_.—  _x—  .

Italian seam en give the fascist salute from the deck of a U. S. troop 
transport, the “ Leonard Wood,”  on arriva l in New York, a fte r being 

carried  out. Mr. Hillman said that thorities have quietly taken steps to taken off the steam ship Conte Biancomo, luxury liner of Italy, which
for signs that the Nazi putsch was j Philip M urray president of the ! cu0 skilled workmen out of the was 4aken ovcr by the United States a t Panam a. U. S. troops a re  guard-
bogging down. c j o  and c‘hairm an  of the steel draft. ing the prisoners.

The shock of the fall of Salonika j Workers Organizing comm ittee, | Over 500 000 men are  slated to be j _____________ ,
was matched by the shock to learn ' would not tolerate a strike against eaded io the colors by July 1. And
that the British forces were rela- the defense program . .i»h™.oh o—..i—
tively small, but the fact that they j This report by Mr. Hillman cam e 
were in a reported “second line” ' just one day afte r Mr. M urray had
gave some m easure of hope to those 
anxiously watching the defense that 
“something m ight happen” when the 
second line was reached and went 
into action.

FASCISTS:
,1/oi’p iii Africa

The war was not only taking a 
Nazi turn in Jugoslavia and Greece, 
but in northern Africa as well with 
combined Fascist-Nazi troops def­
initely on the forward move again.

As in a football game, the British 
had evidently “ lost the ball,” and

made a surprise visit to the White 
House at the invitation of President

although the Selective Service law 
bars “group deferm ents” so des­
perate  is the need for trained labor 
that d raft boards have been advised 
to exercise the g reatest care in in-

Roosevelt, and then had m ade a fly- ducting certain groups, 
ing trip  to Detroit, and la te r had an- Among these are  experienced 
nounced that the projected strike m ercbant seamen, also apprentices 
against U. S. Steel would be held in in . highly skilled occupations—lens 
abeyance for a time, ostensibly to 8r «nde rs( toolmakers, chem ists, air- 
permit work by m ediators and con- cra/ 4 mechanics, and other crafts 
ciliators to avert the strike entirely which the Army-Navy Munitions 

The report cam e from a m ediator board calls "occupations that have 
in New York that part of the coal , sPec,al significance in the national 
strike difficulties had been settled. defense program .”

He said that the reopening of other AMERICAN RUBBER
mines had been delayed, and appar- , When a government bureau moves 
ently the main difficulty was a dll- fast, that's  news A bureau of the

Strikers Make Use of Satire

r  ft * j

ference in attitude between Northern
unless the Anzacs could hold the and Southern Appalachian mine op- 
Fascists for downs, there might erators concerning the dem ands of 
be a drive to a touchdown in Libya, the United Mine Workers.

It was odd that the reports of the The mediator said:
advances in Libya by the Italo- “ We are trying desperately to ef- 
Germ an forces should have coincid- feet a complete accord and to sta- 
ed with dispatches saying that Gen. bilize this backbone industry for a 
Sir Archibald Wavell and large num- period of two years.”  He also said 
bers of picked troops had been that the schism between the two geo- 
sent to Greece. graphical portions of the operators

Whether this was true or not could group was causing the chief dif- 
i*>t be learned, but If so, it was an Acuity.
interesting coincidence that the In the m eantim e there were signs 
backward movem ent of the British that the mediation efforts in the 
in Libya tallied in tim e with the ru- Ford strike were bearing fruit, when 
mor that Wavell was gone to another Governor Van Wagoner of Michigan 
AHd. wired President Roosevelt as fol-

The British, in their forward lows:
drive, had gone past Sidi Barrani to “ Please do not approve certiflca- 
Derna, and thence to Bengasi, the tion of the Ford strike to the Defense 
Libyan capital. Photos of British Mediation Board before I have talked 
troops taking down street signs, put- with you. I am in conference now 
ting up their own. and other reports with Philip M urray and Jam es 
tended to the belief that Italy was Dewey (the conciliator).” 
knocked out of the war in Africa, This m ade it look, a t least for the 
and that it was “all over but the moment, as though some settlem ent 
shouting ’ of the dispute, which has tied up

Suddenly Berlin reported a minor $155,000,000 in defense m aterial, 
success on the Libyan front, and might be a t hand
then, with equal suddenness Britain m f i p  I I I ) ,  
began announcing that there would A l l / :
be withdrawals, that Wavell's On V o t  e

departm ent of agriculture, begin­
ning last August, has completed a 
survey of potential rubber produc­
tion in 11 Latin-American countries 
and is now moving into two more. J 

But more im portant than speed, 
the survey is the first step in an 
im portant long-range plan to m ake j 
this country independent of East In- 1 
dian sources for rubber, and in­
crease trade between the Americas. 
E arlier this year, congress appro­
priated $500,000 to the departm ent 
of agriculture "to develop rubber 
production.”

F irs t objective is to establish two 
perm anent experim ental stations, 
one for Central America, the other 
for South America. It is alm ost cer­
tain that they will be located 
Costa Rica and Brazil.

Brazil originally produced most of 
the world's rubber, but the seeds 
were smuggled out of the country 
by the British, who set up their own 
rubber plantations in M alaya. The 
present drive is to restore to Lat­
in America her birthright in this es­
sential product. .

THRILLED*A FARMER
A home town farm er friend was 

kidding homely Claude Wickard,

Jam es Roosevelt, the President’s 
eldest son, and Romelle Schneider 
a re  shown applying for their m ar­
riage license a t the Los Angeles 
m arriage  license bureau.

Inspects Shelters
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The coffin represents the Allis-Chalmers company. It is perched on 
It junk wagon, and a  striker, wearing a gas m ask, gives a satirical 
address showing the connection. This was one of the lighter angles of 
the Allis-Chalmers strike in Milwaukee, Wis., as recorded by the News 
of the Day Newsreel.

Mrs. Anthony Drexel Biddle, wife 
of the United States am bassador to 
the European governments in exile, 
in England, shown while inspecting 
some British bomb shelters in Lon­
don. Mrs. Biddle is studying the 
wom en’s services during the g reat 
war.

U. S.-Mexico Pact
r i

forces would pick their own line of The ships-for-Britain end of the secretary of agriculture, about sit- 
defense and fall back to that. aid law was well on the move, with ting next to Clark Gable a t the

Came the fall of Bengasi, and then the President form ally seeking from President's defense “ fireside chat."  
the fall of Derna, with the British congress the right to take posses- "You know, Claude,”  the friend 
still back-pedalling and fighting a sion of the 36 Danish m erchantm en said, "there are a  lot of young la- 
renr-guard action ail the way. In now in American waters. dies back in Indiana whose hearts
E ritrea  and Ethiopia, however, the Mr. Roosevelt said his advisers fluttered when they heard you were 
British continued their success, were convinced they had every right paling around with a movie s ta r .”

to take over the G erm an and Italian  "W ell,” replied W ickard ruefully, 
ships, regardless of the protests of " th a t 's  just about the closest I ever 
the two Axis government». cam e to getting the ladies excited." |

It was plain from the White House . . .
comment that the governm ent pro- MERRY-GO-ROUND
posed to combine the three groups of In the easte-bound British navy en- 
ships into one fleet, and in tim e to listed men can rise to the rank of j 
use the whole fleet in defense trans- lieutenant comm ander, but the U. S. ] 
port. navy does not perm it enlisted men J

The government will go far, it to take exam inations for perm anent 
was believed, to keep this line of commissions except in one branch—

m aking m ass a ttacks on Massaua, 
the sole rem aining point of military 
importance.

I G H L I G II T S . . .  *n the news

JACKSONVILLE. Fla.—A Negro 
stole a car, and the police knew the 
c a r was gone, and figured he'd soon 
run  out of gas and abandon it. But 
the c a r kept moving, and was re­
ported  here, there, everywhere. 
T hey couldn 't figure where he was 
getting  "g a s"  money. They found 
Uncle Sam  waa providing The man 
had  found a WPA courtesy card in 
the c a r and was using it to get 
cred it—to buy gas.

□
NORFOLK. Va. — Coast guards­

men were dragging waters off the 
E astern Shore of Virginia, seeking
wreckage of a huge patrol bomber _ _  ___ ___  _______ __ ___
thought to have carried  10 navy men transport open and under way until the supply section, 
in its crew  to their deaths. Bodies deliveries begin on the 950 new m er-
of some of the crew  had been found, 
and others were sought The men 
were m aking a sim ple transfer flight 
when the accident happened. The 
accident was being investigated by 
naval authorities.

Dr. George A. Buttrick, form er 
president of the Federal Council ofchant ships now being constructed.

In addition, a t the sam e tim e, the „ . . . .  . .
British announced that thia country Cburches and a supporter of Herbert 
is turning over to them 10 United Hoover s P*an 1° loed Nazi-occupied 
States coast guard cutters for aid Europe, claims that Secretary of 
in the war against Nazi subs. State Hull also approves the idea.

The first of 2.000 tra ilers purchased by the Farm  Security adm inis­
tration  with funds from the $5.000,000 urgent defleieney appropriation 
voted by congress to provide tem porary shelter for homeless defense 
workers a re  shown leaving the nation 's eapilal for Wilmington. N. C. 
They will be used to house defense shipyard workers.

Sumner Writes lleft) and Mexican 
Ambassador Senor Dr. N ajera sign­
ing m utual defense p a r t giving the 
U. S. the right to use Mexican air 
bases, and vice versa.
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