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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS

By Edward C. Wayne

New Violence in Nazi Aerial Blitz
Aimed to Cripple British Shipping;
Destroyer ‘Lanes’ Across Atlantic
Urged to Replace Hard-Hit Convoys
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Maited by some experts as one of the really great military exploits of

all time has been the
Alrica
Sir
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sweep of the British forces against the Italians in
with twe of his aides is the British commanding gen-

O'Connor of the British
at right, Real test

General
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of Wavell’'s military genius would come if his troops should clash with

Hitler's in the Balkans.

AERIAL:

Blitz Grows

Nazi Germany | sht
hea I
1 W
were not )
British defense

tempt, and the results
happy, as far as the

was concerned

The Arst three days of the main |
attack were directed at London, Liv
erpool and Bristo nd while the
damage was hea and 1 it
orrespondingly | British aerial
leaders were jub t over the fact
that 30 German att ers wer hot
down ind  ga e lit » thi
night-Nghting air anti
aircraft batt ind a
weapon.'

This latter, it wa t explained
consisted of I i
craft shell which « of
wire, which unwound el
exploded with lethal effect on ene
my planes

However, later news was not so
favorable. The opening attack was
followed by another terrific blast at
Bristol, one at Glasgow and a third
at Hull

The first two cities, in a single
night, reported around 1,000 casual
ties, and the blast at Hull was re
ported to have been even more
vere. The British apparently ired
that they might as well abandon
any attempt to disguise the tow
attacked, at least in new d
patches

At first they would simply d
nate the town as “‘a northeast to
or a "town in the Midlands"” or a
“southeast town,” and then, with
in minut the German releas
would be out with the name of the
city vl hat observers reported
from then

T'h Fir h ret ¢
up to and including all ti
except that on Hull 1 {
it i lispatche

itk | n woirt L 1
pap re il
1 1 A airect 1
[ {1}

It was a wrent that H
n ' were not tryl day
being satisfied with he
bombir in lar force

One after another they
ing to knock various Brit

cial cities out of the picture. (

were being printed show
costin Hitler n estir
to kill each in 1 ir i
bombing

Britain published her
the start of the war at

The ominous character { the
raids on Bristol, Glasgow i Hu
were that although the Ger
ers came over in large
judging by the weight
dropped, in two nights the
ish claims of bombers sl

was exactly two

Prior to this attack, Brit
mentators had been prou
an estimated 3 per cent of |

ers were being shot down, and 1
it this figure could be raised to 10
then the German air force could not
stand the strain

Those observers who v the
heavy blitz from the air a elud
to an invasion attempt, wh they
were numerous, ranged all the way
trom “any day' advocates W y
high Japanese ofMicial, wh t W0
mile distance, blandly wunced
that the “Germans would land on

British soll in a matter of hours

Hull, Glasgow and Brist
hardest hit towns, are nol "
worthy as being invasion-t
centers but are rather famous as
general shipping centers

The fArst is the central ship-build
ing point, the second is a greal
ter for shipping to and fron
United States, and Hull is
most of the sailors are trained

the

CONVOY:

Or Lanes?

Brit to the cony
¥ nij I
pert ning it, an
I t » protection’
ysten I d full of typi
cal Yankee ir nuit
The Great Circ ite, about 2,000
1 | [, AC( to this proj
and va a naiy 1 it least
destr I ’ en
't 1 t 2.4
I ld pa 1]
, and h a
( ld be le t
I'l 1 i tting 40 de
I ( 1 I"I Ill.l 1 '|[
y be in port ref ind ting
1pplie
Advantages were these—not only
a better lookout
strength for pr
1 much more
For under the
hips are g
peed of the
the slowest
The proposed Traffic Lane Plan
would permit the faster els to
move at top speed fron le of
t Atla * to the othe i tting
them to take many more | 1s, In
the long run. They would sail from
estr to destroyer, and it would
be the latter’s duty to keep the lane
lear of enemy raiders
And the present great hazard, of
lumping 40 or 50 slow-moving ves
el together for a 1 s target
ld be removed
Plan Debated
As an i resting bacl 1 for
Vi question of ¥ nd
they ought to be lucted,
Wasl iebated the tatement
f el mitt to Defend America
\ the Allies { advo
f the lease-lend | rging
U. S. provid is f
r 1 L, L i
I 1 the q v
¢ had been some 1
ct, but that he |
| 1 thi
Howe n view of the Cq t
c t was believ § the
P lent more inter t than
¢ was willing to admit Brit u
i also, it was le 1, were
X ( ! the United Stat t i
along this line
recalled that tl British
Ay leaders had said that they
enough on hand to man the
U. S. navy, if nece y nd
taken to mean tl B 1
red for a *“‘leas« i {
i1l vessels
| vere two possib
{ d 158ed
1. The transfer of more de s
1 possibly cruisers to 50
ould be assigned to convoy

ey «

An extension of the neutralit)
me further into the North Atla
» the Nazi warships away fur

and’/or to permit U. § aval
t Is t patrol those areas and
1ise the British shij for the

istant patrol duty

n
navy department transmitted
ship operators the ne sent to
we U. 8. by Churchill, that Nazi
! rs and submarines were oper
ating inside the forty-seco eridi
an of longitude, some of which is
with the present neutrality zone

| ETHIOPIA :
| Nearing Fall

The “‘battle of Ethiopia which
the Italians, as they did in Albania
started out with successes

and end-

| ed up with reverses, seemed about

|
where

There seemed more weight, at the |
moment, to the argument that the |

heavy air bombing of such centers
was aimed at Britain’s general
ocean life-lines, and not as a set-up
for the landing of troops.

Brit
least ex-

final phases, with a
victory, if not certain, at
tremely likely.

This again was a reversal of early
war predictions by the British them-
selves, who had warned the Eng.

in iIts sh

| lish public that it could expect no

success whatever in the general Af.
rican campaign.

'STRIKES:
Hold Attention

Here are some of the pickets u hich sur-
lireraft Die Cast-

rounded the Harvill
ing corporation .m’rm!’ early
di spuite there,

See Eelow

in the labor

Two strikes, one g in volume
and t other ir 1 ! | 423
men, holding a e to
plane building, hel e at t of
those in charge of pr n
agement

The big strike was at the $5,900,000
constr ion project at W it field
Dayton, Ohio, huge te g ground
for army airplanes T'he strikers
were refusing to ne a sa

s 1 ] 1
r le 101

union m

This was a strike of the A. I f L
building trades unio f Da It
een to the public, a pic:
natter., The work of thousands was
) 2 held up by 400 A. [ f L

L vho objected | in elec
t 1 ib ra 4 C.1.O

en to work

The tract of t I D
ontractor was I n
went back to ract

finally was reinst
the men
th nt of the governr

Lhe A it of the
Har 1 pany, an
( 1 42-year-old

wda jerker ented a

0 for o ting I parts

I alur I n ina r im

plant, employing only
parts for practically ev-
ane manufacturer on the
st, including such giants

1s Boeing and Lockheed, Douglas
and Vultee, Vega and North Amer-
ican

The men were asking raises from
75 hour, and the
according to Harvill himself,
was threatening plane factory shut
that would throw 60,000 out
work and would jeopardize the
truction f of

50 to cents an

strike

downs
of

con thousands war-

planes
I'his the workers
that

5 denied, saying

the fact was well ahead of
needs of the other plants. Here,
government and the defense

n were looking with an

wondering how far to

anxious eye,
go to break the
ITURKEY:
Green Light?
The Bulgar-Greek front continued
to teeter brink of war, and
interested to hear
channels that
1 given Turkey the
ro ahead and defy

walkout

on the
bservers were

through *“‘grapevine'

think-
the

it was sound poli

Whether this was wishful
T it, many of those on

lered
nder diplomacy

1 back to the old state-

een held to since

that Rus-

he war,

3 le licy would be that
f a ‘i led waters,'" that

e w he weaker party
1ga stronger, particularly
vhere this suited Russia's conven
ence ind  the in for her own

I'hey pointed to the Polish experi-
ence ind the Ru an outcome as

f of th contention.

Just as Jugoslavia was tottering
and about to be forced to sign a
Nazi pact after ng plainly that
her sympathies were on the other

le, and just as the British had
anded 300,000 men in Macedonia

were said to have
ind just as Tur-
whether or not to
zland,”” came the
Russia’s attitude.
Russia was soundly placed in this
position. The Soviet is friendly with
Bulgars, also with Jugoslavia,

th by race and general sympathy,
with Bulgaria be-
ition on the Black

Thrace, and

more on the

and
way,
was debat
in with I
lispatches about

Key

toss

the

and especially
cause f I"'l. :".
sea
Russia had picked up half of Po-
land, a huge slice of Rumania, and
was sitting with her legions ready to
grab off the Black sea coast of Ru-

'ﬂ‘.'ll'.':l it the slightest chance of
fered
RAIL WRECKS:
Two

The death list was not large, but
the number of injured extremely

heavy in two railroad wrecks within
one day of each other

Near Pittsburgh a crack flier was
purposely derailed, erashed into the
Ohio river, four dead and
scores hurt.

Near Ravenna, Ohio, a commuting
train, loaded with hundreds of work-

with

| ers bound for a government arsenal,

backed out onto a cross over and
was cut in two by a freight train.

Washington, D. C.
BIGGEST CROFP BUYING
PLAN YET

During debate on the lease-lend
bill, Senator Murray f Montana
came up to the vice pr
and whispered in He
ear. The bill, he sa
tain a provision

would buy or borrow
as well as armame:r

Vice President Wallace replied
that he thought so, t it had not
felt it necessary to 1l it out” in

entioned
Leader
mendment

the hill However, he m
the matter to Senate |
Jarkley, who offered

to the lease-lend bill

This was the simj mechanics
whereby the biggest farm purchase
plan since the last war was started.

Most people don't realize it, but
the lease-lend act makes the Unitled
States not only the arsenal for Great
Britain, but also her inary, pack-
ing and slaughter house

A of $1,300,000,000 has been

billions
hich will

allocated out of the
for British defense—al

bring sorely needed elp to the
farmer. So while ir trial regions
have prospered in war, the
farmer so far has not

In last war not only England,

scandi
ia need-

but F1 e, Italy and the
navian countries, even |
and cotton F

ed wheat rm prices
zoomed. But in this war all these
areas except England have been cut
ff from American markets by the
British blockade

As a result, farm prices are low
and surpluses mount We
a corn carry-over | times

1], or 700,000,000
carry-over is 400,000,000 bush-
s while the g« has
11,000,000 bales of cotton under loan
plus 372,000,000

ernment

owned,

or wholly

pounds of tobacco, 135,000 pounds

of surplus butter, 3,609,009 dozen
irplus eggs, 37,000,000 d of
rplus vegetables 25,000,000

pounds of surplus fruit In other

Wi the ever-norn anary 1s

I wal at all, Iti ind run-
er
or loans—to [ nd
fly in live stod ts
d pork, dried evapo
I milk, lard and cheese, which

F land once got from Poland, Den
ark and Holland, but doesn't any
more
Agriculture department experts
who have been studying the ques-

tion don't expect the British to ask
for wheat or corn. England gets all
its needs from the Don But
they figure that British purchases of
such as pork,

live stock products,

will greatly help the price of corn
and be a gr boon to the corn
belt

Whether or 1 the British will
pay for this later or make some
kind of a swap s not been decided
vet. The matter is entirely up to the

as kept complete-

bject

President, and he«
ly mum on the
Note—Man at
farm-products-f
is Milo Perkins

the head of the
Britain program
a dynamic young
Texan, who as administrator of sur-
plus marketing already is an expert

on getting rid of Uncle Sam's per-

petual excess crops
ANCHORS AWEIGH

Bottlenecks may be snarling some
phases of defense construction, but
not the two-oc navy. Inside fact
is that battlest cruisers and de
troyers—the three' of the
ship-building ram—are being
turned out months ahead of the
schedules laid down when congress
approved the naval expansion last
year

Two new battleships, the North
Carolina and the Washington, origi-
nally ited for commission late
this year, will j the fleet in June
increasing the mber of ‘‘battle-
wagons'' to 17 Fifteen others are
under construct

Naval chiefs timated that the

top number of destroyers to come
off the ways this vear would be 12.
But actually 17 will be completed
in the next nine months, bringing the
destrover fleet to 176, a large part

of them super-craft of the latest
design

Here's the pr nt status of the
whole fleet

Ships on hand—15 battleships; 18
heavy cru s; 19 light cruisers, 150
destroyers, including T4 over-age;
105 including 68 over-
age,; aft carriers. Total
combat ships in commission—323.

Ships being built—17 battleships
(including the
the Washington)
40 light cruisers;

subm

nes

and 6 airer

14 heavy cruisers;
204 destroyers;

1 1
80 submarines; and 12 aircraft car- |

riers. Total ships being built—367.

The 204 destroyers will be complet-
ed by 1945; 1
86 in 1043, 5
1045

2 1944, and four in

MERRY-GO-ROUND

There are many wags in the state
department, but only one who wears
the name—Alfred Wagg IIL
handles refugees

Colorado’'s Rep. Edward T. Tay-
lor, 83, is the wordiest man in the
Congressional Directory. His per-
sonally penned biography, over 650
words long, takes up almost an en-
tire page. Unlike 84-year-old Sen
Carter Glass, who does not give the
year of his birth, Taylor makes no
secret of his.

North Carolina and |

iis year, 45 in 1042, !

He |

Near Fight in Harvill Strike

When President H. L. Harvill and 50 employees iried to enter the
Harvill Aircraft Die Casting corporation at Inglewood, Calif., their way
was blocked by a barricade of timbers and an auto. Police arrived
(above) and started to tow away the auto, but one striking employee
shown with his hand en officer objected. Violence was in the air, but

the police departed with the car.

Landslide Halts Ruil Traffic

A landslide on the Conemaugh division of the Pennsylvania railroad
along Pittsburgh's Allegheny River boulevard. An estimated million tons
of dirt and rock slid down te disrupt rail traffic, and temporarily blocked
the boulevard, one of Pittsburgh's main traffic arteries. Wheels of the
freight engine were derailed.

U 5 'I‘rnn:m on Duty in Newfoundland |

U. S. troops recently sent to Newfoundland on the U. S. transport
Edmund B, Alexander, are getting used to winter warfare condilions,
At top the transpori is shown, docked a4 5t. John's. It serves as head-
quarters and barracks for the soldiers, Below: Ski troops dressed in
white to blend with the snow leave for the training grounds,

To lm'v.-atigulc Defense Contracts

A senale investigation of sirikes, boitlenecks, ele., was outlined by
Senator Truman (D.) of Missouri, chairman of special committee to probe
defense contracts. The committee, is L. to R., (standing) Senator Ball
(Minn.), Senator Wallgren (Wash.), Senalor Connally (Texas), Senalor
Mead (N. M.), Senator Brewster (Malne), Senator Truman (seated),

Torp(‘dbcd! -

P. S. Schlaflin, second assistant
engineer of the torpedoed Standard
0il tanker Charles Pratt, standing
by the mast of the lifeboat which he .
commanded for five days. The gun
strapped to his waist is his badge of
authority. Schlaflin, with some of
his shipmates, returned to Bayonne,
N. J., aboard a tanker.

Seized by Nazis

y

Jay Allen, American correspond-
ent, arrested by Nazis for crossing
from Vichy to occupied France with-
out permit., He is the second U, 8,

| mewsman recently seized.

Ambassador

Anthony J. Drexel Biddle Jr., who
is ambassador in England to the
exiled governments (Holland, Nor-
way, Poland, and others), is pic-
tured at LaGuardia airport in New
York city just before taking off on
the Yankee Clipper for London, by
way of Lisbon,

l T .
i Arrest Nazi

Dr. M. Zapp, chief Nazi propa-
gandist in the U, 8., after arrest in
New York by federal agenis. He
Is charged with failure to register

| properly as foreign agent.




