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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS By Edward C. Wayne

New Violence in Nazi Aerial Blitz 
Aimed to Cripple British Shipping; 
CFestroyer ‘Lanes’ Across A tlantic  
Urged to Replace Hard-Hit Convoys

(B P IT O R ’fl N O T E — W hen opinion» a re  eapreoscd In these colum ns, they  
a re  thone of the new s a n a ly s t and not necessarily  of th is  n e w s p a p e r.)
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STRIKES: 
Hold Attention

VnMti

Near Fight in Harvill Strike Torpedoed!

l la i l r d  by some experts as one of the re a lly  g rea t m ilita ry  exp lo its  of 
a ll t im e  has been the sweep o f the B r it is h  forees against the Ita lia n s  in 
A frica . Shown h rre  w ith  tw o of his aides Is the B rit is h  com m and ing  gen­
e ra l. S ir A rch iba ld  W avell, (ce n te r). G eneral O’Connor o f the B r it is h  
forces is shown at le ft and A u s tra lia ’s G eneral M ackay a t r ig h t. R eal test 
of W avell’» m ilita ry  genius would com e If  his troops should clash w ith  
H it le r ’s in  the Balkans.

AERIAL:
Blitz Groms

Nazi Germ any brought out its  
heaviest a ir  b litzkrieg , perhaps as 
a “ w orkup”  of an invasion a t­
tem pt, and the results were not too 
happy, as fa r as the B ritis h  defense 
was concerned.

The firs t three days o f the m a in  
a ttack were d irected a t London, L iv ­
erpool and B ris to l, and w h ile  the 
damage was heavy, and casualties 
correspondingly high, B r it is h  a e ria l 
leaders were ju b ila n t ove r the fa c t 
th a t 30 G erm an attackers were shot 
down, and gave the c re d it to  the 
n igh t-figh ting  a ir  arm , the a n ti­
a irc ra ft  batteries, and a “ new 
weapon.”

Th is  la tte r, i t  was la te r expla ined, 
consisted o f some sort o f a n ti-a ir­
c ra ft shell which contained coils of 
w ire , w hich unwound when the shell 
exploded w ith  le tha l e ffect on ene­
m y planes.

However, la te r news was not so 
favo rab le . The opening a ttack was 
fo llow ed by another te r r if ic  b last at 
B ris to l, one at G lasgow and a th ird  
a t Hull.

The firs t two c ities, in a single 
n igh t, reported around 1,000 casual­
ties, and the b last a t H u ll was re ­
ported to  have been even m ore se­
vere. The B ritis h  apparen tly  figured 
tha t they m igh t as w e ll abandon 
any a ttem p t to disguise the towns 
attacked, at least in  news d is ­
patches.

A t f irs t they would s im p ly  desig­
nate the town as “ a northeast tow n”  
o r a "to w n  in the M id lands”  or a 
“ southeast tow n,”  and then, w ith ­
in m inutes, the G erm an releases 
would be out w ith  the name of the 
c ity , and w hat observers reported 
fro m  there.

Th is  B r it is h  re ticence continued 
up to and inc lud ing  a ll the attacks 
except th . it on H u ll. In  th is case, 
the m o rn ing  dispatches said “ a 
southeastern po rt tow n .”  but the a ft­
ernoon papers were ab le to c a rry  
the s to ry  under a d ire c t Hull date­
line

I t  was apparent th a t H it le r ’s a ir ­
men were not try in g  day attacks, 
being satisfied w ith  heavy night 
bom bings in la rg e  force.

One a fte r another they were t r y ­
ing to knock various B ritis h  p rov in ­
c ia l c itie s  out o f the p ictu re . Charts 
w ere being p rin ted  showing i t  was 
costing H it le r  an estim ated $43.000 
to  k i l l  each c iv il ia n  s lain in a ir ­
bom bing.

B r ita in  published her losses since 
the s ta r t o f the w a r a t 25,000.

The om inous cha rac te r o f the 
ra id s  on B ris to l. G lasgow and Hull 
were th a t a lthough the G erm an ra id ­
ers cam e ove r in  la rge numbers, 
ju d g in g  by the w e igh t o f bombs 
dropped, in tw o n igh ts the tota l B r i t ­
ish c la im s  o f bom bers shot down 
was exa c tly  two.

P r io r  to  th is  a ttack , B ritish  com ­
m e n ta to rs  had been p roud ly  saying 
an es tim a ted  3 pe r cent o f the bom b­
ers w ere being shot down, and tha t 
i f  th is  figu re  cou ld be ra ised to 10, 
then the G erm an  a ir  force could not 
stand the s tra in .

Those observers who saw in the 
heavy b litz  fro m  the a ir  a prelude 
to  an invas ion  a tte m p t, w hile they 
w ere  num erous, ranged a ll the way 
fro m  ’ ’any d a y ”  advocates to one 
h igh  Japanese o ff ic ia l, who, n t 10.000 
m ile  d is tance, b lan d ly  announced 
th a t the “ G erm ans would land on 
B r it is h  so il in  a m a tte r o f hours.”

H u ll, G lasgow  and B ris to l, the 
h a rd e s t h i t  tow ns, a re  not note­
w o rth y  as be ing invasion-res is tant 
cen te rs  b u t are  ra th e r famous as 
ge ne ra l sh ipp ing  centers.

The f i r s t  is the c e n tra l sh ip -bu ild ­
in g  p o in t, the second is a grea t cen­
te r  fo r  sh ipp ing  to  and fro m  the 
U n ite d  States, and H u ll is where 
m o s t o f the sa ilo rs  a re  tra ined

T h e re  seem ed m o re  w e igh t, a t the 
m o m en t, to  the  a rg u m e n t th a t the 
he avy  a ir  b o m b ing  o f such centers 
w as a im e d  a t B r i ta in ’ s genera l 
ocean life -lin e s , and no t as a set-up 
fo r  the la n d in g  o f troops-

CONVOY:
Or Lanes?

B rita in  was s tick ing  to the convoy 
system , w h ile  A m erican  sh ipp ing ex­
perts  suggested abandoning it, and 
substitu ting  the “ lane p ro te c tio n ”  
system , which seemed fu l l  o f ty p i­
ca l Yankee ingenuity .

The G reat C irc le  route,’ about 2,000 
m iles  long, according to th is  p ro j­
ect, was to be pa tro lled w ith  at least 
50 destroyers, each o f them  given 
50 m iles to p a tro l 10 tim es a day.

T ha t would mean tha t eve ry  2.4 
hours a destroyer would pass any 
given spot in  the lane, and w ith  a 
constant lookout, should be able to 
spot enemy subm arines.

The plan would be p u ttin g  40 de­
stroyers  on the lane, w ith  10 a llow ed 
to be in po rt re fue ling  and ge tting  
supplies.

Advantages were these— not on ly 
a be tte r lookout and m ore w arsh ip  
strength  fo r pro tection purposes, bu t 
a much m ore e ffic ien t use o f ships. 
F o r under the convoy system, i f  40 
ships are gathered together, the 
speed o f the fastest is the speed of 
the slowest.

The proposed T ra ffic  Lane P lan 
would p e rm it the fas te r vessels to 
m ove at top speed fro m  one side of 
the A tla n tic  to the other, p e rm ittin g  
them  to take m any m ore loads, in  ! 
the long run. They would sa il from  
destroye r to destroye r, and i t  would I 
be the la tte r ’s du ty  to keep the lane ! 
c lea r o f enem y ra iders.

And the present g rea t hazard, of 
lum p ing  40 o r 50 slow -m oving ves­
sels together fo r  a mass target, i 
would be rem oved.

Plan Debated
As an in te re s tin g  background fo r 

th is  very  question o f convoys, and 
how they ought to  be conducted, 
W ashington debated the sta tem ent 
of the C om m ittee  to  Defend A m erica  
by A id ing  the A llie s , ch ie f advo­
cate o f the lease-lend b ill, u rg ing  
th a t the U. S. p rov ide  guards fo r 
convoys.

The P resident, con fe rr in g  w ith  the 
press, dism issed the question, say­
ing there had been some reports to 
th a t effect, but th a t he had paid no 
a tten tion  to them.

However, in  v iew  o f the C om m it­
tee’s action, i t  was believed tha t the 
P resident was m ore  interested than 
he was w illin g  to  a d m it. B ritish  au­
tho rities , also, i t  was learned, were 
expecting the U n ited  States to do 
som ething along th is  line.

I t  was reca lled  th a t the B ritis h  
nava l leaders had said tha t they 
had men enough on hand to m an the 
en tire  U. S. navy, i f  necessary, and 
th is  was taken to  m ean tha t B rita in  
was prepared fo r a “ lease-lend”  of 
m ore nava l vessels.

There were tw o  possible plans be­
ing discussed:

1. The tra n s fe r o f m ore  destroyers 
and possib ly c ru ise rs  to B r ita in  so 
they could be assigned to convoy 
service.

2. An extension o f the n e u tra lity  
zone fu r th e r in to  the N orth  A tla n tic  
to keep the Nazi w arsh ips aw ay fu r ­
ther, and o r to  p e rm it U. S. nava l 
vessels to p a tro l those areas and 
release the B r it is h  ships fo r the 
m ore d is ta n t p a tro l du ty

The navy de pa rtm en t tra nsm itte d  
to ship operators the news, sent to 
the U. S. by C h u rch ill, th a t N azi ' 
ra id e rs  and subm arines were oper­
a tin g  inside the forty-second m e r id i­
an o f long itude, some of w hich is 
w ith in  the present n e u tra lity  zone.

ETHIOPIA:
Nearing Fall

The "b a ttle  o f E th io p ia ’ ’ in w hich 
the Ita lia ns , as they d id  in  A lban ia , 
s ta rted  out w ith  successes and end­
ed up w ith  reverses, seemed about 
in  its  Anal phases, w ith  a B r itis h  
v ic to ry , i f  not ce rta in , a t least ex­
tre m e ly  lik e ly .

Th is again was a reversa l o f ea rly  
w a r p red ic tions by the B ritis h  them ­
selves. who had w arned the Eng­
lish  pub lic  th a t i t  could expect no 
suceeaa w ha tever in  the general A f­
r ica n  cam paign .

Here are som e o /  the pickets u hich sur­
rounded the HarviU Aircraft Die Cutt­
ing corporation plant early in the labor 
dispute there.

See Below

I Tw o s trike s , one b ig in  volum e 
' and the o the r invo lv in g  on ly 423 
men, bu t ho ld ing  a vast menace to 
plane bu ild ing , held the a ttention of 
those in  charge o f production m an­
agement.

j The b ig  s tr ik e  was a t the $5,900.000 
construc tion  p ro je c t at W righ t field, 
Dayton, Ohio, huge testing ground 
fo r a rm y  a irp lanes. The s trike rs  
were re fus ing  to negotiate, saying 
"w e 'l l  go back to  w ork  as soon as 
they chase those other fellow s, (non­
union m em bers) o ff .”

Th is  was a s tr ike  o f the A. F. of L . 
bu ild ing  trades unions o f Dayton. I t  
seemed, to  the public, a picayune 
m a tte r. The w o rk  o f thousands was 
being he ld  up by 400 A. F . o f L . 
men. who ob jected because an e lec­
tr ic a l subcon trac to r put 4 C.I.O. 
men to w ork.

The co n tra c t o f the e le c trica l sub­
con trac to r was held up. and the men 
w ent back to  w ork . The con trac t 
f in a lly  was re insta ted, and out went 
the m en again. There was ta lk  a t 
th is  p o in t o f the governm ent tak ing  
over.

The o the r s tr ike  was tha t of the 
H a rv il l m a n u fa c tu rin g  com pany, an 
o rgan iza tion  headed by a 42-year-old 
fo rm er soda je rk e r  who invented a 

¡process fo r  casting a irp lane parts  
fro m  a lu m in u m  and magnesium, 
l ig h t m eta ls.

H a rv i l l ’ s p lan t, em ploy ing only 
423, m akes pa rts  fo r p ra c tic a lly  ev­
ery b ig  p lane m a n u fa c tu re r on the 
P acific  coast, inc lud ing  such giants 
as Boeing and Lockheed, Douglas 
and Vultee, Vega and N o rth  A m e r­
ican.

The men were asking ra ises fro m  
50 to  75 cents an hour, and the 
s trike , acco rd ing  to H a rv il l h im se lf, 
was th rea te n ing  plane fa c to ry  shut­
downs th a t would th row  60,000 out 
o f w ork  and w ould  jeopard ize  the 
construction  o f thousands of w a r­
planes.

Th is the w orke rs denied, saying 
tha t the fa c to ry  was w e ll ahead of 
the needs o f the o ther p lan ts. Here, 
too, the governm ent and the defense 
a d m in is tra tio n  were looking w ith  an 
anxious eye, w ondering how fa r  to 
go to b reak the w alkout.

TURKEY:
Green Light?

The B u lgar-G reek fro n t continued 
to tee te r on the b r in k  o f w ar, and 
observers were in te rested to hear 
through "g ra p e v in e ”  channels tha t 
Soviet Russia had g iven T u rkey  the 
"g reen  l ig h t"  to go ahead and defy 
G erm any.

W hether th is  was w ish fu l th in k ­
ing o r not, m any o f those on the 
scene considered i t  was sound p o li­
tics and even sounder d ip lom acy.

They harked back to the o ld state­
ment, w h ich  has been held to  since 
the beginn ing o f the w ar, th a t Rus­
s ia 's  long-range po licy would be tha t 
o f a " fish e r in  troub led  w a te rs ,"  tha t 
she would egg on the w eaker pa rty  
against the stronger, p a r t ic u la r ly  
where th is  suited Russia 's conven­
ience, and then step in fo r her own 
personal grab.

They po in ted to the Polish exp e ri­
ence. and the R um anian  outcom e as 
p roo f o f th is  contention.

Just as Jugoslav ia  was to tte rin g  
and about to  be forced to sign a 
N azi pact a fte r showing p la in ly  tha t 
her sym path ies were on the other 
side, and ju s t as the B r it is h  had 
landed 300,000 men in  M acedonia 
and Thrace , and were sa id  to have 
m ore on the way, and ju s t as T u r­
key was debating w hether o r not to 
“ toss in  w ith  E ng land,”  cam e the 
dispatches about Russia's a ttitude .

Russia was soundly placed in  th is  
position. The Soviet is fr ie n d ly  w ith  
the B u lgars , also w ith  Jugoslav ia , 
both by race and general sym pathy, 
and especia lly  w ith  B u lg a r ia  be­
cause o f he r location on the B lack 
sea.

Russia had p icked up h a lf of Po­
land, a huge slice o f R um ania , and 
was s itt in g  w ith  her legions ready to 
grab  o ff the B lack  sea coast o f Ru­
m ania i f  the s ligh test chance of­
fered.

RAIL WRECKS:
Too

The death lis t was not la rge, but 
the num ber of in ju red  ex trem e ly  
heavy in tw o ra ilro a d  w recks w ith in  
one day o f each other.

N ear P ittsbu rgh  a c rack f lie r  was 
purposely de ra iled , crashed in to  the 
Ohio r iv e r , w ith  fo u r dead and 
scores h u r t

N ear Ravenna. Ohio, a com m uting  
tra in , loaded w ith  hundreds o f w o rk ­
ers bound fo r a governm ent arsenal, 
backed ou t onto a cross o ve r and 
was cu t in  tw o bv  a fre ig h t tra in .

W ashington, D. C. 
B IG G E ST CROP B U Y IN G

P LA N  Y E T
D u rin g  debate on the lease-lend 

b ill. Senator M u rra y  of Montana 
cam e up to the v ice  president’s da is 
and w hispered in Henry W allace’ s 
ear. The b ill, he said, ought to con­
ta in  a p rov is ion  whereby B r ita in  
would buy o r borrow7 fa rm  products 
as w e ll as arm am ents.

V ice P resident W allace rep lied  
th a t he thought so, too, but had not 
fe lt  i t  necessary to “ spell i t  ou t”  in  
the b ill.  How ever, he m entioned 
the m a tte r to  Senate F loor Leader 
B a rk ley , who offered an am endm ent 
to the lease-lend b ill.

Th is  was the sim ple  mechanics 
w hereby the biggest fa rm  purchase 
plan since the la s t w ar was started.

M ost people don’ t  realize it, but 
the lease-lend act makes the U n ited  
States not on ly  the arsenal fo r G rea t 
B r ita in , bu t also her granary, pack­
ing house and slaughter house.

A  to ta l o f $1,300,000,000 has been 
a lloca ted  out o f the seven b illions  
fo r B r it is h  defense— a ll of w hich w ill 
b r in g  sore ly needed help to  the 
fa rm e r. So w h ile  in du s tria l regions 
have prospered in th is  w ar, the 
fa rm e r so fa r  has not.

In  the las t w a r not on ly England, 
bu t F rance, I ta ly  and the Scandi­
navian  countries, even Russia need­
ed wheat and cotton. F a rm  prices 
zoomed. B u t in  th is  w ar a ll these 
areas except E ngland have been cut 
o ff fro m  A m e rica n  m arke ts by the 
B rit is h  blockade.

As a resu lt, fa rm  prices are low 
and surpluses m ounting We have 
a corn ca rry -o ve r fou r tim es nor­
m a l, o r 700,000.000 bushels. The 
w heat ca rry -o ve r is 400.000,000 bush­
els; w h ile  the governm ent has 
11,000.000 bales of cotton under loan 
o r w ho lly  owned, plus 372.000,000 
pounds of tobacco, 2,735.000 pounds 
o f surplus bu tte r, 3,609,009 dozen 
surp lus eggs, 37,000.000 pounds of 
surp lus vegetables and 25,000,000 
pounds of surplus fru it .  In  o ther 
words, the eve r-no rm a l g rana ry  is 
not n o rm a l a t a ll. I t  is fu ll and ru n ­
n ing  over.

Sales—or loans—to England w ill 
be ch ie fly  in  liv e  stock products such 
as canned pork, d ried  eggs, evapo­
ra ted  m ilk , la rd  and cheese, w hich 
E ng land once got fro m  Poland, Den­
m a rk  and H olland, but doesn’ t any 
m ore.

A g ric u ltu re  departm ent experts 
who have been studying the ques­
tion  don’ t  expect the B ritis h  to  ask 
fo r  w heat o r corn. England gets a ll 
its  needs fro m  the D om in ions. B ut 
they figu re  th a t B ritis h  purchases o f 
liv e  stock products, such as pork, 
w il l  g re a tly  help the p rice  o f corn 
and be a g rea t boon to the corn 
belt.

W hether o r not the B ritish  w ill 
pay fo r th is  la te r o r m ake some 
k ind  o f a swap, has not been decided 
yet. The m a tte r is e n tire ly  up to the 
P resident, and he has kept com plete­
ly  m um  on the subject.

Note— Man at the head o f the 
fa rm -p ro d u c ts -fo r-B rita in  p rog ram  
is M ilo  Perkins, a dyn am ic  young 
Texan, who as a d m in is tra to r o f sur­
p lus m a rke tin g  a lready is an expert 
on ge tting  r id  of U ncle Sam ’s pe r­
pe tua l excess crops.

• • •
ANCHORS A W E IG H

B ottlenecks m ay be sna rling  some 
phases o f defense construction, but 
not the two-ocean navy. Inside fa c t 
is th a t battleships, cru ise rs  and de­
s tro ye rs—the "b ig  th re e " o f the 
sh ip -bu ild ing  p ro g ra m —are being 
tu rned out months ahead o f the 
schedules la id  down when congress 
approved the naval expansion last 
yea r.

Tw o new battleships, the N orth  
C aro lina  and the W ashington, o r ig i­
n a lly  slated fo r com m ission late 
th is  yea r, w il l jo in  the fleet in  June, 
increasing  the num ber o f "b a ttle - 
w agons" to 17. F ifteen  others are 
under construction.

N ava l chiefs estim ated  th a t the j 
top  num ber o f destroyers to come 
o ff the ways th is yea r would be 12. I 
B u t a c tu a lly  17 w il l  be com pleted 
in  the next nine m onths, b r in g in g  the 
de s troye r fleet up to 176, a la rg e  p a rt 
o f them  super-cra ft o f the la test 
design.

H ere 's  the present status o f the 
w hole  fleet:

Ships on hand— 15 ba ttlesh ips; 18 
heavy cru ise rs ; 19 lig h t cru isers, 159 
destroyers, inc lud ing 74 over-age; 
105 subm arines, inc lud ing  68 ove r­
age; and 6 a irc ra ft  c a rr ie rs . To ta l 
com bat ships in com m ission—322.

Ships being bu ilt— 17 ba ttlesh ips 
(In c lud ing  the N orth  C aro lina  and 
the W ashington); 14 heavy cru ise rs ; 
40 lig h t c ru ise rs; 204 destroyers; 
80 subm arines; and 12 a irc ra ft  c a r­
r ie rs . T o ta l ships be ing b u ilt—367.

The 204 destroyers w i l l  be com p le t­
ed by 1945; 17 th is yea r, 45 in 1942, 
86 in  1943, 52 in 1944, and fo u r in  
1945.

• • •

MERRY-GO-ROUND
There  are m any wags in the state 

departm ent, but on ly  one who wears 
the  name— A lfre d  W agg I I I .  He 
handles refugees.

C olorado 's Rep. E dw ard  T. Tay­
lo r, 83, is the w ord iest than in  the 
Congressional D ire c to ry . H is pe r­
sona lly  penned b iography, over 650 
w ords long, takes up a lm ost an en­
t ire  page. U nlike 84-vear-old Sen. 
C a rte r Glass, who does not g ive the 
ye a r o f his b irth , T a y lo r makes no 
secre t o f his.

When P resident H. L . H a rv il l and 50 employees trie d  to en ter the 
H a rv il l A irc ra f t  D ie C asting co rpo ra tion  a t Inglewood, C a lif., th e ir w ay
was blocked by a ba rricad e  of tim b e rs  and an auto. Police a rr ive d  
(above) and s ta rted  to tow  aw ay the auto, but one s tr ik in g  employee 
shown w ith  his hand on o ffice r ob jected. V io lence was in the a ir ,  but 
the po lice departed w ith  the ca r.

Landslide Halts Rail Traffic

A landslide  on the Conemaugh d iv is ion  of the Pennsylvan ia  ra ilro a d  
along P itts b u rg h ’s A llegheny R ive r bou levard. An estim ated m illio n  tons 
o f d ir t  and rock  s lid  down to d is ru p t ra il  tra ff ic , and te m p o ra r ily  blocked 
the boulevard, one of P ittsb u rg h ’s m a in  tra ff ic  a rte ries . Wheels of the 
fre ig h t engine were de ra iled .

U. S. Troops on Duty in Newfoundland

U. S. troops recently  sent to N ew foundland on the U. S. tra nspo rt 
E dm und B. A lexander, are  ge tting  used to w in te r w a rfa re  conditions. 
A t top the tra n sp o rt is shown, docked At St. John’s. I t  serves as head­
qu a rte rs  and ba rracks fo r the sold ie rs. B e low : Ski troops dressed in 
w h ite  to blend w ith  the snow leave fo r the tra in in g  grounds.

To Investigate Defense Contracts

A senate Investiga tion  o f s trikes , bottlenecks, etc., was outlined by 
Senator T rn m a n  (D .l of M issou ri, ch a irm a n  of speelal com m ittee  to probe 
defense con trac ts . The com m ittee . Is L . to R., is tand tng l Senator B a ll 
(M in n .), Senator W allg ren  (W ash.), Senator C onna lly  (T exas i, Senator 
Mead (N . M . l ,  Senator B rew ater iM a ln e i,  Senator T rnm an (seated).

P. S. Schlaflin , second assistant 
engineer o f the torpedoed S tandard 
O il tanker C harles P ra tt, standing 
by the m ast of the lifeboa t w hich he 
com m anded fo r five days. The gun 
strapped to h is w a ist is his badge of 
a u th o r ity . S ch la flin , w ith  some o f 
his sh ipm ates, re tu rned to Bayonne, 
N . J ., aboard a tanker.

Seized by Nazis

Jay A llen, A m erica n  correspond­
ent, arrested  by Nazis fo r crossing 
fro m  V ichy to occupied F rance w ith ­
out p e rm it. He is the second U . S. 
newsm an re cen tly  aeized.

Ambassador

Anthony J. D rexe l B idd le  J r .,  who 
is am bassador In  E ngland to  the 
ex iled  governm ents (H olland, N or­
w ay. Poland, and o thers), is p ic ­
tured  a t LaG uard ia  a irp o rt in  New 
Y ork  c ity  ju s t before tak in g  o ff on 
the Yankee C lippe r fo r London, by  
way of Lisbon.

Arrest Nazi

D r. M . Zapp, ch ie f Nasi propa­
gandist In the V . 8., a fte r a rre s t In 
New Y ork  by federa l agents. He 
Is charged w ith  fa ilu re  to re g is te r 
p ro p e rly  as fe re lgn  agent.
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