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Nazi Advance Guard Enters Bulgaria; 
Japan’s Arbitration Offer Rejected 
By Britain; Far Eastern Crisis Grows; 
Defense Board Speeds Up Arms Work
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BALKY BALKANS:
And an American

As Adolf Hitler’s advance guard 
«lipped into Bulgaria from Rumania 
there was .none to stay them. Clad 
in civilian^overcoats which they did 
not remove but from which protrud­
ed sleek m ilitary boots, m em bers of 
the German staff took over the prin­
cipal hotel of Sofia and the main 
Bulgarian resort town 40 miles 
away.

Where before anti-Nazi signs had 
been scribbled on walls and Bulgar 
national songs were heard, now or­
chestras turned to Viennese waltzes 
and raised their right arm s, palm 
open. Bulgarian arm y generals 
came to the Sofia hotel with bundles 
of maps under their arm s. All day 
and all night they and the boot-clad 
men poured over them.

There was only one show of hos­
tility. But it was a beaut while it 
lasted, which was about an hour. 
George H. Earle, American m inis­
ter to Bulgaria and form er governor 
of Pennsylvania, was in a night club 
just around the corner from the em ­
bassy building. The place was filled 
with the mysterious boot-clad, civil­
ian-over coated foreigners. The gov­
ernor didn’t like the tune the orches­
tra  was playing and asked them to 
switch to ‘‘It’s a Long Way to Tip­
perary .”

One of the m ysterious strangers 
took offense. Earle said la te r he 
was a m ajor of the Germ an general 
staff. Words were passed and final­
ly Earle said the m ajor threw a bot­
tle a t him, which he warded off by 
covering his head with his arm .

The form er governor has never 
been known to pass up a chance 
like that. In the World war he 
commanded a subm arine chaser.

I PEACEMAKER:
An Offer

Jap an  offered to be the peacem ak­
er of the world and arb itra te  all dis­
putes. The offer cam e In a sta te­
m ent from  Foreign M inister Yosuke 
Matsuoka. Churchill conferred with 
U. S. authorities and then called in 
the Japanese am bassador. His re­
ply was one word: “ No.”

Meanwhile the Japanese “peace- [ 
m akers” in Indo-China were mop­
ping up on their job.- Having In­
stigated a conflict between Thailand 
(Siam) and the French rulers of 
Indo-China, Japan stepped in and 
“enforced” an arm istice, taking 
for itself the rich port of Saignon.

While the term s of the arm istice 
were being developed into a peace 
treaty, Japanese soldiers extended

YOSUKE MATSUOKA 
For hint, u one-word reply.

New Angle Triangle Seven Killed, 9 Injured, in Plane Crash Win Film Awards

GLENDALE, CALIF. — A 
triangle consisting of a man, 
his wife, and the II. S. army, 
landed Mrs. Esther M. Moore 
(above) in jail when (in vio­
lation of army rules) she re­
fused to cease making fre­
quent efforts to visit her hus­
band, Sergt. G. G. Moore, A 
veteran army man, Moore is 
completing his flying course 
at an army air school in Glen­
dale and Mrs. Moore was ar­
rested on a charge of disturb­
ing the peace after a series of 
attempts to get by the sentries 
on duty.

GEORGE H. EARLE
H a ile r ,  and llulpars were entitled.

After the war he took up aviation, 
cracking up several machines but 
always getting into another and fly­
ing off just as quickly as possible. 
He is an expert boxer and has not 
refused to m ake use of his lists be­
fore.

Earle said he “ injured the m an's 
features.” Reporters who were pres­
ent said the battle  lasted for an 
hour with bottles, chairs and tables 
being used In the melee. The mys­
terious foreigner was aided by re­
inforcements which consisted of cer­
tain other boot-clad and overcoated 
gentlemen. E arle  enlisted the wait­
ers a t the restaurant, where he was 
known and various and sundry Bul- 
gars who were present. Police had 
a hard tim e with both sides for the 
next hour.

AIR CRASH:
Number Four

Last August the comm ercial air 
lines of the country had established 
a no-accident record of 17 months, 
but with the midnight crash of an 
E astern  Airlines sleeper plane near 
Atlanta, Ga., the number of acci­
dents in the intervening six months 
was raised to four.

When searchers, near dawn, 
reached the scene of the crash 
they found seven persons killed, 
nine others injured. Among those 
found dead was a m em ber of con­
gress, Rep. William D. Byron of 
M aryland, and among the severely 
injured was the famed World war 
flying ace, Eddie Rickenbacker, 
president of the company on whose 
plane he was riding. Also killed 
were the pilot, the co-pilot and 
stew ard of the p lane 's crew.

Next day a report from Balboa, 
Canal Zone, told of the crash of a 
U. S. arm y bom ber into Panam a 
bay. An im m ediate search, first re­
ports said, failed to disclose any 
trace  of a crew of seven.

SPAIN:
Ex-Monarch Dies

Spain 's form er monarch. King Al­
fonso XIII. died of a heart ailment 
afte r an  Illness of two weeks. He 
d ie t  in h is Rome hotel room which 
had been his exile hom e for the past 
10 years. He reigned as king of the 
Spanish people for 29 years, during 
which tim e a t least eight attem pts 
w ere m ade to assassina te  him. His 
reign ended in April, 1931, when he 
left the throne, saying that . . . 
•T no longer have the love of my 
people.”

their influence in Indo-China until 
the French rulers became m ere pup­
pets. Stores were filled with Jap ­
anese products and residents who re­
fused to buy them were beaten and 
jailed.

Ju s t west of the Indo-Chinese 
sphere of influence is the Philippines 
and just south are the Dutch East 
Indies, chief source of United States 
tin and rubber. The Japanese 
turned covetous eyes on that spot. 
If that source of supply would be 
closed to United States shipping, 
Am erica’s entire defense effort 
would be threatened.

Big Stick
Washington said nothing, but car­

ried a big stick. The U. S. fleet was 
known to be somewhere in the 
vicinity. Gen. George C. Marshall, 
chief of staff of the army, also had 
a big stick. Hundreds of army fight­
ing planes left the West coast for 
our Pacific possessions—Hawaii and 
the Philippines.

More important, the house voted 
funds to fortify the islands of Guam 
and Samoa, the U. S. G ibraltars in 
the Pacific. The sam e proposal was 
defeated in the house two years ago 
for fear of offending Japan.

MEN AT WORK:
Full Speed

While congress spent precious 
weeks in prolonged debate on the 
lease-lend bill to send war m aterials 
to G reat Britain, the defense com­
mission got in some mighty speedy 
licks. The arm ing of the nation’s 
forces has entered the third P  of 
the plan, priorities. The other two 
are procurem ent and production.

Stettinius' Job
Priorities is the Job now. It will 

do no good to produce 40 airplane 
engines and no airplane tail assem ­
blies. The defense commission m ust 
regulate production so that every 
item down to the last eraser on a 
lead pencil arrives ju st at the mo­
ment it can be used.

The task is under the direction of 
E. R Stettinius J r .  Aluminum and 
machine tool Industries were first,to 
feel the effects of his order. By 
authority of the navy speedup law 
passed last June, Stettinius direct­
ed that both industries put aside all 
other labor and devote their entire 
energies to Alling defense contracts. 
After defense contracts are under 
way, com m ercial production will be 
rationed. But until such time as the 
government has sufficient alumi­
num, for Instance for planes and 
tanks, there will be little or none for 
stream lined trains, kitchen utensils 
or even tooth paste tubes.

Meanwhile procurem ent and pro­
duction m ust be stepped up to m eet 
new demands.

How this was being done was re­
flected in the news of the day. Con­
sider :
«1. A new 8-inch ra ilroad gun capa­
ble of hurling a 260-pound shell 18 
miles was delivered to the a rm y 's 
proving grounds a t Aberdeen, Md. 
The gun weighs 225,000 pounds.
<1 The three of the arm y's four 
mechanized divisions, still not sup­
plied with arm s, a re  receiving scout 
cars. One was displayed In Wash­
ington and two brave congressmen 
consented to ride in I t  The driver 
took them  straight up the Capital 
steps. I

I

PIG BOATS:
In the Atlantic

Hitler m ade another speech. It 
was m ore eloquent in what it did 
not say than in what was said. Der 
Fuehrer pictured an impressive 
spring cam paign against England’s 
life lines in the Atlantic. None got 
up and left the meeting, although 
some, hearkening back to the same 
speech in January , m ay have 
thought to do so with the expres­
sion, "H ere’s where we cam e in.”

In reality, the speech m ade in the 
Munich beer cellar where Naziism 
was born, was a tactic admission 
that H itler’s air power, his original 
m ajor weapon on which he risked 
war, had failed to produce decisive 
results. And between the lines of 
the speech can be read the adm is­
sion that British sea power is grip­
ping the Axis countries even tighter 
than it did last fall.

So Hitler, during the winter 
months, has been building a new 
type of U-boat, known as “ pig boats” 
to naval men. In Norway, Den­
m ark, Belgium, The Netherlands 
and in France all the vast ship 
building yards have been turning out 
pocket subm arines during the winter 
months. How m any the G erm ans 
have on hand is not known, but best 
estim ates are 1,000, with hundreds 
more ready to be delivered before 
summer.

No nation has nearly this m any 
undersea craft. The United States 
has but a few hundred and England 
even less. Germany last fall was 
estim ated to have alm ost 500 stand­
ard size submarines. But sub­
m arines do not fight subm arines. To 
sink them, fast cruisers and destroy­
ers are  necessary. Britain, even 
with the 5 destroyers obtained from 
the U. S., will have a difficult tim e 
to cope with the situation, if even 
a fraction of that num ber U-boats 
begins to prey on the sealanes that 
bring her food and munitions. 

Explanation
Mussolini also m ade a speech. 

W hereas Hitler seemed scornful of 
wavering within the G erm an lines, 
Il Duce seemed less sure. He 
blamed discontent on Jew s and Ma­
sons and dwelt on the indissoluble 
ties that bind Italy to Germ any, 
which is a nice way of putting it now 
that Germ an censors are  in charge 
of communications leading from 
Italy to the outside world.

He had a new explanation for the 
disasters in Africa. M arshal Grazi- 
ani earlier blamed failure on lack 
of mechanical equipm ent in the 
Fascist forces. Mussolini said, how­
ever, that the British succeeded be­
cause they achieved num erical su­
periority. Since all British re­
inforcements to Egypt pass within 
50 miles of Italian naval and air 
bases, Il Duce seemed here also to 
be making an admission of the in­
effectiveness of his battle forces.

MISCELLANY:
ft In the main hall of the K rem ­
lin, in Moscow, a national confer­
ence of the Communist party  was in 
progress. Members charged that 
production in several key industries 
was delayed due to buck-passing and 
overwhelming red tape. The Cen­
tra l Committee hinted shake-ups. 
The dism issals followed quickly. 
Among those losing their official 
heads v as Maxim Litvinoff, form er 
foreign comm issar, and Paulina 
Shemyonovna Zhemchuzhina, wife 
of Prem ier and Foreign M inister 
Molotoff.
<1 The annual Academy of Motion 
P icture Arts and Sciences aw ards 
for outstanding acting in the films 
went to Ginger Rogers for her per­
form ance in “ Kitty Foyle" and to 
Jam es Stewart for his role in "The 
Philadelphia Story."
<L There was confusion a t Mrs. 
Roosevelt's press conference. The 
40 or m ore women reporters were 
sitting in the Madison Room at the 
White House when past the door 
walked a bathrobe-clad m ale figure. 
He heard the female voices and fled. 
It was Harry Hopkins, presidential 
guest. Someone closed the door.

DOLLAR-YEAR-TROUBLE
WASHINGTON. — Defense chiefs 

a ren’t advertising it, but they are 
quietly trying to ward off a blow-up 
over the host of dollar-a-year men 
now working for the government.

Some of the One Dollar men are 
[ conscientious and sincere public 

servants. Others are less scrupulous.
] While representing the government 

they have sold goods to the govern­
ment, exerted inside pressure in fa­
vor of their industries, represented 
clients before government agencies.

All this has been no secret on 
Capitol Hill, where the steadily 
growing corps of One Dollar moguls 
has been eyed with increasing re­
sentment. Recently this undercover 

, indignation took form in a bill by 
Sen. Kenneth McKellar, veteran 
Tennessean, to ban such business 
men from government service and 
to probe their operations.

M cKellar's plan is to aw ait en­
actm ent of the lend-lease bill be­
fore pushing his m easure, but m ean­
while defense chiefs, seeing the 
handwriting on the wall, have qui­
etly started  cleaning up the situa-

. tion themselves.
This has been done in a series of 

apparently  unrelated moves. Under 
cover of transferring the original de­
fense organization to the new office 
of production m anagem ent, several 
One Dollar men have been eased 
home with the high-sounding, face­
saving title of “Advisory Consult­
an t"  pinned to their coat-tails. Oth­
ers have been shifted to jobs not di­
rectly connected with their own in­
dustries.

Also, several non-commercial ex- 
' perts have been brought in to re- 
1 place One Dollar men in im portant 

sections of the 0PM . And more
house-cleaning is still to come.

Note—Among non-commercial ex­
perts who have been brought into 
the OPM are  Dr. E rnest M. Hop­
kins, president of Dartmouth col- 

: lege; D exter S. Kimball, form er 
dean of Cornell university engineer­
ing school; William E. Wickenden, 
president of Case School of Applied 
Science; Dr. W. S. A. Pott, presi­
dent of E lm ira college; and Dr. S. 
S. Stratton, H arvard professor of
economics.

* * •
MR. SMITH GOES TO 

LATIN-AMERICA

Seven persons were killed and nine were injured when this E astern  
Airlines plane crashed near A tlanta, Ga. Rep. William D. Byron, of 
M aryland, was one of the seven killed. Among the injured was Capt. 
Eddie Rickenbacker, World w ar flying ace and owner of the airline. 
Photo shows rescuers searching in the debris for bodies.
_____________________________________________________________________

Police Clash With Pickets at Steel Plant

It looks as if Senator Barkley was 
right when he denounced the box of­
fice sm ash movie, “Mr. Smith 
Comes to Washington.” That film is 
now causing all kinds of headaches 
for the U. S. A. in South America,

; where it is used by the Nazis as one 
of their deadliest propaganda weap­
ons.

John Hay ("Jock” ) Whitney has 
ju st m ade this report to the Roeke- I 
feller branch of the national defense 
commission. The story of a grafting j 
senate ganging up on a young re­
form er, Whitney says, is being circu­
lated through Latin America as an 
illustration of U. S. government 
graft.

Whitney has been pressuring Hol­
lywood moguls to halt further for­
eign distribution of »he film.

Another big problem for Whitney 
is newsreels. Ju s t how damaging a 
newsreel can be to the “Good Neigh­
bor” policy if even a slight detail of 
sequence is overlooked, was illustrat­
ed in a recent report to the state 
departm ent by Norman Armour, 
am bassador to Argentina.

In a Buenos Aires thea ter one 
night. Armour was witnessing Am er­
ican newsreel shots of an air raid on 
G reat Britain. Im m ediately follow­
ing the raid pictures a bathing beau­
ty contest in California was flashed 
on the screen,

“The letdown of the audience was 
terrific,” Armour reported, pointing 
out that the newsreel m ade it appear 
that United States had its mind on 
bathing beauties instead of defense.

.  • • '
THE TAFT BROTHERS

William Howard Taft’s boys, Bob 
and Charley, a re  a t odds again, 
Charley having been in Washington 
m ore than a week in his new job be­
fore he got together with Bob.

Reason is the job Charley has 
taken from  the hands of Roosevelt.
It sounds harm less enough—"Assist­
ant Co-ordinator of R ecreational Ac­
tivities for Defense” —but it's  a suf­
ficient tie-up with the administration 
foreign policy to leave anti-interven­
tionist Bob a bit chilly.

What hurt more, perhaps, was 
that Charley, who has long quar­
reled with his brother over domestic 
policies, accepted the job just the 
week before the historic lease-lend 
debate opened in the senate. Bob 
knew where brother Charley stood 
long before, namely with the Com­
m ittee to Defend Am erica by Aiding 1 
the Allies. But this brought the split ¡ 
into the public gaze.

"You don 't have to agree with 
your brother all the time, do you?” 
is Bob's shrugging comment.

• * *
MERRY-GO-ROUND

You can reach hard working John 
R Steelman, head of the U. S. Con­
ciliation service, practically  any 
midnight in his office working on 
some labor dispute, but not between 
7 and 7:15 p. m. He alw ays takes 
this tim e out to listen to a favorite 
daily radio program .

The budget is full of unique little 1 
items, such as *6.000 for a fence on 
the Texas-Mexican border, *76.000 
for personal funds for inm ates of i 
federal narcotic institutions, *10,000 
tor sea food inspection.

Police try  to force hole through pickets to allow car to pass 
through Number 1 gate of the big Lackawanna plant of the Bethlehem 
Steel company, near Buffalo, N. Y„ during the C. I. O. strike, which 
periled defense production. The Bethlehem company has l l i  billion 
dollars’ worth of m ilitary orders.

Land at Boston Army Base

The first U. S. arm y transport since 1918 has just landed 1,200 soldiers 
a t the Boston arm y base. Some of the 1,200 are  shown above debarking 
from the troopship General Hunter Liggett en route to Camp Edwards 
and Fort Devens. These m en have just completed five weeks’ secret 
m anenvers in the Caribbean.

Australian Troops Arrive in Singapore

“ Berlin or B ast" was the chant of these crack Australian troops as 
they arrived  in Singapore to strengthen the British defenses. They were 
equipped with g reat num bers of fighting planes and bom bers.

Ginger Rogers, who won the an­
nual Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences aw ard for her 
perform ance in ‘‘Kitty Foyle,”  and 
Jam es Stewart, who was voted 
1910’s outstanding actor for his work 
in ‘‘The Philadelphia Story.”

Flies to Post

John G. Winant, U. S. am bassador 
to G reat Britain, going aboard the 
Atlantic Clipper a t La Guardia field, 
New York, en route to G reat B rit­
ain, v ia Lisbon.

On Special Mission

Dr. Jam es B. Conant, president of 
H arvard university, aboard the 8. 8. 
Excalibur, as he sailed for Europe 
on a  mission for President Roose­
velt. Dr. Conant Is head of a spe­
cial new mission to England to col­
lect defense information.

Defense Expediter

Averell H arrim an, New York finan­
cier, whom President Roosevelt 
named as aide to Am bassador Wi­
nant. as a step In aid to British un­
der lend-lease bill program .


