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'Revised' Farm Program 
Begins to Take Shape

Greater Curtailment of Surplus Crops Seen; 
Administration’s Stand Against Con­

voys Has Significant Angle.

By B A U K H A G E
Naliimul Farm und Home Hour Commentutor.

WNU Service, 1395 National Press 
Bldg.. Washington, D. C.

WASHINGTON.-A new and revo­
lutionary farm  program  for Am er­
ica is in the works. If it is carried 
out according to the wishes of the 
administration, it will m ean the first 
step in an effort to change the whole 
pattern of farm ing in this country 
as we have accepted it for the last 
century.

When this column is in print the 
new bill m ay be made public. At 
this writing even its outline has not 
been announced. But a careful re­
view of discussions in highly influ­
ential government circles justifies 
three predictions:

(1) That the new bill will revolu­
tionize New Deal farm  policy and 
will have for its goal a—

(2) Vastly greater curtailm ent of 
production of surplus products, 
and—

(3) Complete change in type of 
some of the crops now raised by 
farm ers.

What is behind the change in pol­
icy is this: the last die-hards who 
believed that any Am erican farm  
program  should take for granted a 
return to “norm al” world trade, 
have thrown up the sponge. There 
is at long last a m ajority  agree­
m ent in the departm ent of agricul­
ture that American farm ing must 
follow a new pattern—one that calls 
for no subsidy for lost export m ar­
kets of the past, no a ttem pt to nurse 
along surpluses on the assumption 
that the sam e foreign m arkets on 
which we once counted would be 
again available.

Original Purpose.
Roughly, the original purpose of 

the agricultural adjustm ent legisla­
tion was to secure reduction of cer­
tain crops and with the paym ents 
provide a livelihood for thousands of 
farm ers who had lost their m arkets. 
L ater conservation was emphasized; 
but the theory behind the subsidies 
was also to perm it the fa rm er who 
form erly depended on the foreign 
m arket to keep his plant going, to 
keep him “ tooled” —to keep, for ex­
ample, a wheat farm er a wheat 
farm er against the day when the 
foreign m arket was restored.

By 1933 when the Triple A was 
started  foreign m arkets hod pretty 
well m elted but the pattern of Amer­
ican farm ing itself was the same, 
generally speaking, as it had been 
for a hundred years. The Triple A 
policy was planned to preserve that 
pattern and fill the empty corners in 
the mould by artificial means. When 
I say the pattern was preserved, I 
mean that, all the tr ip le  A wanted 
to do was to cut down production to 
the point where demand and supply 
approxim ately balanced. “The pol­
icy of the congress as stated in the 
Agricultural Adjustment act was to 
restore to American farm  products, 
as rapidly as practicable, the same 
purchasing power in term s of things 
farm ers buy that those products had 
in the five-year period (1909-1914) 
imm ediately preceding the World 
war.”

So if you were told to plow under 
your cotton this year, this did not 
mean go out of the business of ra is­
ing cotton for good. You were sup­
posed to get payments so you could 
stay alive until it paid to ra ise  more 
cotton again.

Now a New Pattern.
But now a new pattern has been 

drawn. It is based on the belief 
that the m ajor foreign m arkets ure 
gone for good—or a t least for so 
tong that they cannot be reckoned 
on any longer. Some farm ers will 
just have to face the fact that they 
m ust m ake permanent shifts in their 
crops.

Here is the key phrase of the 
new policy in a sentence taken from 
the annual report of the departm ent 
of agriculture recently published:

“Growing unneeded crops is sheer 
waste of labor, of capital, of soil, 
even if tem porarily the products can 
go into storage under government 
loans.”

This change in agricultural ad­
justm ent policy was not heralded in 
advance. But little by little hints 
have been dropped as to what is 
coining. Secretary Wickard sounded 
a muted warning that the definite 
trend in foreign trade was down­
ward In his recent speech a t Pur­
due university. His Supplementary 
Cotton plan followed as a step in 
the direction of reducing the cotton 
surpluses, shifting acreage to food

crops. In the annual report of the 
departm ent of agriculture are fur­
ther hints, as to the “adjustm ents” 
which are to be faced by the pro­
ducers of foodstuffs, tobacco and 
the other things which formerly 
m ade up our farm  export trade. 

Still a Possibility.
Of course, the administration does 

not say, “there will never again be 
any foreign m arket whatever for 
farm  products.” But the new policy 
refuses to take for granted that such 
outlets will ever return  to what we 
have always insisted on calling 
“norm al.”

This viewpoint represents a strug­
gle between those who fought to the 
end with hope as their chief sup­
port. The last light went out when 
the Hull reciprocal trade program  
collapsed in the face of war. Now 
agreem ent has been reached that 
the old plan m ust be scrapped and 
that America m ust build a new m ar­
ket for the fa rm er based on the 
theory that in war or peace the 
trend is strongly away from a pos­
sible profitable export trade.

It might be said here, however, 
that the producers of m eats and 
fruits and vegetables a re  going to 
benefit by the im m ediate situation 
—at least tem porarily when the con­
tents of the newly filled pay enve­
lopes of the defense industries will 
be exchanged for these products in 
home consumption.

But a wide disparity of prices is 
due between these products and cot­
ton, wheat, corn and tobacco. The 
latter staples are among those 
which the adm inistration believes 
m ust be curtailed under the new 
plan.

• • •
A re W e ‘In’ or ‘O u t’
O f th e  C urrent W ar?

There is a popular response 
around Washington which you fre­
quently hear in answer to the ques­
tion, “do you think we’ll get into the 
w ar?” It is another question: 
“Aren’t we already in?”

That rem ark was started some- i 
what facetiously but now you will 
hear it stated seriously, if unoflfl- 
cially, in the affirmative by some of­
ficials. And if you judge by the 
old standards when a country was 
either a belligerent or a neutral we . 
a re  “ in.” Because we are  not neu- 1 
tra l and Secretary Hull himself has 
said so—he said that the law of self- I 
preservation and not neutrality now 
governs the nation.

We have taken m any steps which 
could be offered to prove that Mr. 
Hull is legally correct. But all the 
old rules are  off. Undeclared war 
is the popular stunt these days. It 
is the way the totalitarians do it 
and we are being forced to take , 
over a lot of these m easures in or­
der to fight fire with fire. The job ! 
will be to scrap  them all when the 
trouble is over.

But in the real sense we are not 
a t war. No Am ericans under the 
American flag a re  shooting anybody ! 
under any other flag. And that is 
something. And a high official of 
the United States government has 
m ade it c lear that that was what , 
the President had in mind when he 
said that he had never considered 
using American warships to convoy 
supplies through the war zone to 
G reat Britain. It has been pre­
dicted frequently that convoys would ! 
be our next step. Well, this official 
explained that the reason the ad­
m inistration was against the use of 
convoys was because “ when a con­
voy gets into the war zone there is 
likely to be shooting and shooting 
comes awfully close to w ar.” 

S tatem ent's Significance.
It seemed to me significant that 

this statem ent was made on the 
sam e day that form er Ambassador 
Joseph Kennedy, testifying before 
the foreign affairs committee on the 
lense-lend bill, said alm ost the sam e ' 
thing in other words. It almost 
looked as if the two spokesmen had 
gotten together beforehand.

That was the sam e day, as some 1 
of you may rem em ber, that I had 
said earlier on the Farm  and Home 
hour that I could find no indication 
in Washington that any steps were 
being taken to get us into the war. 
My observation was a coincidence. 
Perhaps the conjunction of the jth- 1 
er rem arks was, too.

To the men who were in France 
in the last war, we will still be at 
peace as long as we are not shoot­
ing anybody.

B R I E F S .. .  Ö.V Raukhage

« Sports Item from  the office of 
education:
'H aro ld  Newhauser. left-handed 

Detroit ^Tigers pitcher, la enrolled 
In the defense training c la n  a t Wil­
bur Wright vocational high school, 
Detroit. Newhauser was an out­
standing rookie, pitched, part of a 
game In the World Series''between 
the Tigers and the Reds last fall.

ft Although the m achinery of defense 
is slipping Into gear a t last, there is 
no denying that a t present we are 
behind schedule with 'aid to Britain.'

• • •
« The White House press confer­
ences are the most dem ocratic gath­
erings of their kind held anywhere 
One undemocratic thing about them 
—nobody smokes but the P residen t

Washington, D. C.
WILLKIE AROUSES G.O.P. CHIEFS

While Wendel! Willkie made front 
page news in London favoring the 
lend-lease arm am ent bill, a group 
of potent m idwestern Republican 
leaders m et to discuss what to do 
about him.

That m ost of the G.O.P chiefs are 
hot under the collar because their 

1 erstwhile standard-bearer is behind 
the Roosevelt m easure is putting it 
mildly. They are  so sore they could 
bite nails. He put the Republican 
party  on the spot on this highly 
charged issue—the last thing the 
boys wanted to happen.

• • *
THE NEW BRAIN TRUSTER

Tom Corcoran is famous for many 
things, one of them being his lack 
of punctuality. Always rushed with 
innumerable jobs, he got hours be­
hind with his engagements, and 
his favorite tim e for catching up 
with correspondence was Sunday 

I afternoon and night.
Corcoran’s first-born daughter ar- 

i rived several days after the doctors 
had predicted, and the dynamic 
brain truster took the delay very 
hard. But not his beauteous wife, 
Peggy.

She was calm  and certain every­
thing would be all right. After­
wards a friend asked her why she 

* had been so confident.
“Oh,” smiled Peggy, “ who ever 

heard of a Corcoran being on time 
for an appointm ent?”

• • •
LORD HALIFAX POSES

From  the point of view of the 
' press, Lord Halifax has got off to 

a good start.
After his talk with Hull, Halifax in- 

j vited the press into the diplomatic 
. reception room, where with his one 
! good arm  (his left hand is missing) 

he lit a cigarette and answered ques­
tions with a deep voice and a wan 
smile.

Oddity a t this conference was the 
I presence of the German newsman 
| Kurt Sell, correspondent for the of­

ficial Nazi news agency, D N.B. Sell 
busily took notes while Halifax was 
saying, “ When the history of this 
Wiii comes to be written, it will say 
that Hitler lost the war in June of 

f 1940.”
• •  •

PERKINS VS. EVANS
Agriculture departm ent liberals, 

led by Milo Perkins, aggressive chief 
of the surplus m arketing adm inistra­
tion, have been gunning for E vans’ 
scalp ever since the European war 
shut off cotton and wheat export 
m arkets, thus aggravating the eco­
nomic plight of small farm ers who 
m ake their entire livelihood from 
these crops.

Perkins wants to meet the loss of 
foreign m arkets by less emphasis on 
“ cash income” —the guide-rule of 
big, com m ercial farm ers — and 
greater em phasis on the food stamp 
plan for disposal of surpluses at 
home. His group contends that small 
growers should be m ade more self- 
sustaining by less crop control, and 
by more diversified farm ing for do­
mestic consumption.

Evans looks coldly upon any de­
parture from the “cash income” 
principle as rank heresy, and views 
the food stam p program  as a de­
terren t on farm  prices, ra ther than 
a benefit to needy in the cities and 
a way to dispose of surpluses on 
the farm.

That Perkins’ program  stands 
high in the favor of W ickard was 
shown when the latter publicly ad­
vocated the policy, as soon as he 
was sure he would rem ain as sec­
re ta ry  of agriculture.

• • •
NEW AAA WAR

The Agricultural Adjustment ad­
m inistration, has long rocked by 
backstage rowing. This y ear’s is the 
fourth since the AAA was created in 
1933.

AAAdministrator Rudolph M. Ev­
ans plus certain  aides have been 
accused of being in opposition to 
Secretary Claude W ickard’s an­
nounced policy of increasing federal 
aid to small, under privileged fa rm ­
ers and tenants.

Evans has never enthused over 
such a program . He has consistent­
ly preached that the way to achieve 
higher commodity prices was 
through governm ent loans and AAA 
benefit paym ents—a system that has 
netted handsome dividends to large 
com m ercial farm  operators but has 
reduced few m ortgages for the lit­
tle fellow.

Before Evans, there were the ex­
plosive George Peek, first A/.A boss, 
who departed in 1934: Chester Da­
vis, who rowed with Wallace; and 
Howard R. Tolley, Evans’ im m edi­
ate predecessor, who was shifted to 
the bureau of agricultural econom­
ics. All were “ liquidated” follow­
ing bitter policy rows over this sam e 
Issue.

MERRY-GO-ROUND
Among the habiliments Jack  G ar­

ner packed up when he left Wash­
ington was a suit of evening clothes. 
"W hat use will you have for those 
fancy duds in Texas?” a friend 
asked. "O h," replied G arner, “we 
still have weddings and funerals 
there."

The Capital Times. Madison, Wis.. 
official daily of the LaFollette Pro­
gressive party, and once a staunch 
supporter of Senator Wheeler, is now 
blasting his position on the lend- 
lease bill. - * • » . ,
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Washington, D. C.
DRAFT EFFICIENCY

A quick glance at the selective 
service adm inistration's record to 
date indicates it is going forward 
efficiently and well and with general 
popular approval. When you stop 

i to consider that what we are dealing 
with here is outright conscription 
supposed to be in direct conflict with 
our Anglo-American traditions of 
democracy and personal freedom, 
this condition speaks volumes for 
the excellence with which the job 
has been handled. This is a cause 
of understandable satisfaction to 
this writer, because the whole sys­
tem follows without many impor­
tant changes the plans and policies 
worked out by tria l and error dur­
ing the World war.

The biggest single causes of dis­
satisfaction are arm y m edical rejec­
tions after d raft boards’ acceptance 
and the lack of uniformity among 
the thousands of local boards in tak ­
ing or deferring m arried men. In 
this respect the law Jeeves Mr. 
Dykstra with less discretion than we 
had The fact of actual dependency 
of wives and children ra ther than 
the fact of m arriage is made the 
deciding circum stance. The ques­
tion of dependency is one of the re la­
tive degree to which a family is 
dependent on its head. The law 
puts that up to the local boards and 
not to the director.

Where the wife and husband both 
have jobs, is she “dependent” ? 
Where the wife and husband have 
ample income ap art from his work, 
is that dependency? Where the hus­
band is a no-good bum who never 
took the trouble to support his fam ­
ily, should he escape service on the 
ground that he is m arried?

If the answer to such questions 
is left entirely to the local boards, 
there is bound to be a very wide 
difference in result. This created 
the toughest problem in the World 
war d raft also. It makes more 
noise than the facts w arrant. Then 
there were 4.8 million m arried reg­
istrants. About 4,400,000, or 90 per 
cent, were deferred. Many of those 
not deferred had no claim filed for 
them either by themselves or their 
wives. In hundreds of cases, a wife 
would drag some worthless loafer in- 
and demand that he be taken. In 
some of these cases the demand was 
recanted on the ground that the 
th reat of service had made a per­
fect husband.

The net result of that experience 
was a gradual and continuous re ­
laxation of the rule in favor of not 
breaking up families wherever it 
could be^ossibly and justly avoided.

‘LOOSE-END’ BILL
Two apparent absurdities attend 

the argum ents for the Morgenthau 
“ loose-end” bill, now being so hotly 
debated.

One is the insistence of certain 
sincere congressional advocates that 
the bill docs not surrender to the 
executive the constitutional safe­
guards against dictatorship—the fa­
mous congressional “ power of the 
purse.”

In our own and English experi­
ence, it is the strongest weapon of 
democracy. Our Constitution gives 
congress alone the power to declare 
war and to “ raise and support 
a rm ies.” To this latter highly im­
portant grant the Constitution a t­
taches a condition, “ but no appro-
priation of money to that use shall
be for a longer term than two
years.”

Under the “ loose-end” bill. the
President is given authority to
transfer to another nation any ‘'de-
fense a rticle” he desires. The words 
“defense article" are  defined to 
mean any conceivable m ilitary or 
naval resource which the United 
States owns or may hereafter ac­
quire. When this is attacked as a 
surrender by congress to the execu­
tive of its power of the purse in 
war, the answer is m ade that the 
bill appropriates no money and 
hence, that congress, through its 
power to appropriate, still controls 
action under the bill.

Right off the bat, it is apparent 
that as to the many billions of dol­
lars worth of m ilitary and naval 
equipment that this country now 
has. the answer simply is not true. 
The bill gives the President author­
ity to transfer it with no further ap­
propriation whatever.

Neither is it necessarily true as to 
gifts of new equipment. It is true, 
under the bill, that before he could, 
for example, order a new battleship 
built, expressly announced as a gift 
to China, he would have to go to 
congress for authority. But there 
is a loophole that is as broad as a 
barn door. In this crisis, congress 
has refused no appropriation to 
build arm am ent for the United 
States and it is as sure as sunrise 
that it will refuse none in the future. 
But, if this bill is passed, not a 
nickel can be spent on arm am ent 
by this government, which would not 
autom atically fall under the pro­
posed grant of presidential power, to 
transfer that arm am ent to another 
country as soon as it is finished or 
even before. He doesn't have to go 
back to congress for appropriations 
before he can transfer American 
equipm ent and resources.

It is an even more complete sur­
render of the power of the purse in 
favor of other nations than would 
even be openly requested by a P res­
ident in favor of the United States.

Mercy Ship Loads Up for France and Spain

The Red Cross ship, “Cold H arbor,”  chartered from the United States 
Lines, takes on supplies at Baltimore, Md., for Spain and unoccupied 
F rance. Her destination Is Cadiz, Spain. This will be the first relief 
shipm ent to those countries, which have requested aid. The ship will pass 
through the blockade under arrangem ent with the British.

Strike ‘Army’ Patrols Defense Plant
J

Pickets outside the plant of the International H arvester company, in 
Chicago, where a strike of C.I.O. workers affected some 6,000 workers of 
the tractor works, and tied up United States orders for defense m aterials. 
The demands m ade by the union were a minimum wage of 75 cents 
an  hour and compensation for arm y selectees.

Testify in ‘Lease-Lend’ Bill No. 1776

Earnestness, sincerity and patriotism  are revealed in these candid 
cam era  “ shots” of four national figures as they testified on the “ lease- 
lend” bill. They are: upper left, J . P. Kennedy, retiring am bassador 
to Britain. Lower left: Hugh Johnson, columnist. Upper right. Norman 
Thomas, socialist leader, and William Knudsen, defense production chief.

Rations for the Channel ‘Watehdogs’

There is no lot-down In B ritain 's preparations to moot Invasion. If, 
and when. it rom rs. Every hour defense works about the roast of Britain 
are being m ore and more strengthened. This photo, taken somewhere 
In England, shows run crews cheeking and storing a new supply of am- 
mnnltloo for the 9.2 "w atchdog" in the haekgronnd.

Greek ‘Strong-Man’
I

This soundphoto shows Alexander- 
hos Korizis, governor of the Nation­
al Bank of Greece, nam ed by King 
George II of Greece as successor to 
George Metaxas, Greek prem ier, 
who died suddenly. There will be 
no changes in cabinet or war policy.

Gerard Testifies

Jam es W. Gerard, U. S. am bassa­
dor to Germ any during the World 
war, as he appeared before the for­
eign relations com m ittee. He said 
Germ any is out for world conquest.

Back to Texas

Form er Vice President John 
Nance G arner parks his bags and 
leaves Washington for his home in 
Uvalde, Texas, a few hours after 
the inauguration of President Roose­
velt and Vice President Wallace, 
winding up a 38-year political career 
in the nation's capital.

Wins I). S. A.

Robert A. Boyer, winner of the 
1M8 Distinguished Service Award, 
presented by the U. 8. Junior Cham­
ber of Commerce. Boyer, as head 
of Ford Research departm ent, haa 
developed a process to make plastio 
automobile bodies.


