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WASHINGTON.—Few people real­
ized how much dynam ite there was 
in that speech on agricultural p re­
paredness which Secretary of Agri­
culture W ickard delivered a t his old 
a lm a m ater, Purdue university, the 
other day.

While he didn’t come right out 
and say so in so m any words, the 
secre tary  sounded the knell of hope 
for a foreign m arket for farm  su r­
pluses. That speech m arked the be­
ginning of a new farm  policy in the 
United States based on what is 
believed by officials here to be a 
perm anent and not a tem porary loss 
of export trade.

“The facts a re ,” said the secre­
tary , “ that the trend of Am erican 
fa rm  exports has been downward 
since the turn of the century. Now 
I don’t m ean to say that the decline 
has been constant. You know better 
than that. It has been by fits and 
sta rts . Exports shot up for 15 years. 
Exports fell off like a stone dropped 
from  a tower after the Smoot-Haw­
ley Tariff act of 1930.”

In that paragraph is the secre­
ta ry ’s hypothesis from which he 
draw s his conclusions.
SURPLUS STATISTICS

According to the best statistics 
available here “ there are  two bales 
of cotton on hand in the world today 
for every bale that will probably be 
used in the current m arketing y ea r” 
and “ there are at least 2,000,000,000 
bushels of wheat in the world today 
for which no m arket exists” and “ a 
sim ilar situation exists in the lard 
and tobacco m arkets .”

The secretary  says that the an­
sw er to this problem of farm  su r­
pluses cannot be solved with the two 
words reduce production” because 
we “can’t reduce the num ber of peo­
ple who live on cotton farm s, or 
wheat farm s, or tobacco farm s, in 
the sam e proportions which we can 
reduce the acreages of these com­
m odities ”

Those are the secre tary ’s words 
but folks with a good pair of glasses 
have been busy reading between the 
lines and this is what they say he 
m eans

“When the war is over our ex­
ports of farm  products, even if they 
increase for a while, are  going to 
decrease in the long run and we’ve 
got to take steps right now to make 
adjustm ents in the country.”

“ Adjustm ents” is the sec re tary ’s 
own word for it.
OTHER ‘PAINFUL’ POINTS

More reading between the lines 
reveals a num ber of interesting, if 
somewh.it painful, points:

One: Not only m ust the amount 
of farm products be cut down, but 
the num ber of people on farm s has 
to be cut down (i. e. other means 
of income found for them ).

Two. Not only m ust the unsuc­
cessful farm er adjust himself to this 
situation by raising stuff that he 
can eat himself or by getting some 
other work, but the successful farm ­
er will have to m ake some adjust­
ments.

For instance, he will have to ex­
pect a certain amount of in ter­
regional competition. Concretely 
that m eans that the cotton farm er 
will be raising m ore of his own 
m eat, poultry, and corn. Some of 
this will spill over and compete with 
the corn-belt and dairy farm er.

It also m eans that in self-defense 
the successful fa rm er will have to 
co-operate in supporting economic 
and political effort toward raising 
the income of the unsuccessful fa rm ­
er and the whole low-income group.

This will m ean that the big farm  
organizations which hitherto have 
used most of their influence in 
Washington to get better prices for 
farm  products will have to use some 
of their influence to raise these low 
incomes so there will be a bigger 
hom e m arket for the fa rm ers’ prod­
ucts. At least, th a t’s the way Wash­
ington officials look nt the farm  situ­
ation today.

• • •

A r m y  I t B u ty
B u ild in g  ‘M ora le’

Napoleon said an arm y moves on 
Its stom ach. He was right and it 
cannot be an em pty stom ach either. 
T h at's  why in Uncle SanVs new 
a rm y  a cook is a cook and not Just 
somebody who says he is*hecause

he thinks it’s easier to be a dough­
boy than a doughboy.

But a full stom ach is not all it 
takes to make a fighting man. It 
takes morale, and this tim e the gov- j 
ernm ent has done two things to 
build that highly necessary factor. 
It has begun early, before there is 
a war. It has taken over the whole 1 
job to itself instead of farm ing it 
out, as it did in the last war, to 
civilian organizations like the 
Y.M.C.A.

And it's a big job, under the office 
of the adju tant general. The divi­
sion in the long west wing of the 
Munitions building in Washington 
has 50 clerks and 15 officers ju st to 
take care  of the Washington end. 
In the various cam ps and posts are 
the m any m orale services all under 
this division—the Army Motion Pic­
ture Service, the Camp Publications, 
Post Exchanges, Service Clubs, 
Guest Houses, and even enterta in­
m ent for soldiers in towns near the 
training areas.

In the last war it was learned 
what a valuable factor dram atics 
played in cam p life and they will be 
encouraged. The Moving Picture 
Service will offer regular com m er­
cial films, but it will also show edu­
cational Aims, and much m ilitary in­
struction will be given by m eans of 
the moving picture. Top flight mov­
ing picture executives a re  serving 
on a com m ittee assisting in the pro­
duction of these pictures.

Athletics, of course, a re  a pa rt of J 
m orale and are considered im por­
tant also both from the standpoint 
of physical training and the build- ! 
ing of an aggressive spirit which the ! 
m odern soldier m ust possess.

As Major General Bell said in the i 
last war, “A singing arm y is a fight- | 
ing arm y ,"  and singing will be a 
p a rt of the show. The arm y has its 
own song book and m ass singing 
will be encouraged.

The Post Exchange, which is sort 
of an arm y general store, is a 
business in itself. To get an idea | 
of how much of a business a Post 
Exchange can be, the one a t Cha­
nute field, Rantoul, 111., took in 
nearly $100,000 hi one month last 
fall.

Already a num ber of cam p pub­
lications have started. I looked over 
several of them a t Morale Head­
quarte rs and some are exceedingly [ 
businesslike looking sheets. I no- i 
ticed in the office was a file of the 
"S tars & Stripes,” the famous news­
paper of the Am erican Expedition- . 
ary Force in France. Harold Ross, 
who edited it in Paris, is now the J 
highly successful head of the New 
Yorker m agazine; Alexander Wooll- 
cott, who was on the staff, is one of 
A m erica’s best-known writers and 
story tellers. It was my privilege 
to serve on that paper after the 
Arm istice and I covered the Peace 
conference under the able direction 
of John Winterich, then a rear-rank 
private but news editor of .the paper. 
He is now M ajor Winterich, attached 
to the office of the assistant secre­
tary  of war. Probably many fa­
mous journalists of coming gen­
erations will get their training on 
some of these newspapers run un­
der the auspices of the New Morale 
Division.

Another highly publicized group of 
this new division are  the hostesses. 
But their job has been largely m is­
understood. Let me quote from 
Lieut. Col. H arry Terry, writing in 
the Commerce m agazine:

"The term  ‘hostess' for these 
business women is a m isnom er— 
they m ight m ore properly be called 
'secretaries,' which in fact they 
are. They a re  the assistants of the 
Division Com mander and carry  out 
his wishes in conducting their vari­
ous duties.

"Providing social entertainm ent, 
running dances and other entertain­
m ent for thousands of men is no 
night club Job. It will require a 
high degree of organization ability 
and no m ean attainm ent in social 
a rts  and graces. Operating a cafe­
teria  to m eet the requirem ents of 
both visitors and troops in such a 
m anner as to build the m orale of I 
troops and convince the mothers, 
sisters and sw eethearts that their ! 
men are  being adequately cared for 
requires a high degree of technical 
knowledge and im m ense tact, i 
Finally, to supervise all these activ- ‘ 
ities as well as the buying of food 
and supplies will need a person of 
m ore than good looks and a pleasant 
sm ile."

SOU. EROSION 
Soil erosion is costing the Unit­

ed S ta tes m ore than $3.fl0<1.000,- 
000 a year, according to H. H. 
B ennett, chief of the U. S. soil con­
servation  service. Half our land 
has been dam aged But farm ers 
a re  working on soil conservation 
on 250.000.000 acres today and 
B ennett says th a t in the next 10 
years. It will be possible for con­
servation  forces to balance land- 
w aste forces In the country.

PROBLEM in  COTTON
One of the first steps taken in 

carry ing out Secretary W ickard's 
policy is the supplem ental cotton 
program  under which farm ers who 
reduce their acreage below the 1941 
national acreage allotm ent will be 
com pensated with stam ps which are  
good for m anufactured cotton goods.

This a ttacks the problem  of the 
cotton surplus from  both ends—cuts 
down production and uses up the 
stock by Increasing the dem and for 
the finished p roduct

CONVOYS FOR SHIPS 
TO BRITAIN

WASHINGTON. — Advisers who 
have talked to the President during 
the last four months say that he 
has gone through a significant tran ­
sition regarding aid to Britain, also 
regarding a more aggressive policy 
toward Japan.

Last August, for instance, Sec­
re ta ries Stimson, Knox and Morgen- 
thau, who have strong influence on 
international policy, wanted Roose­
velt to bar all oil shipm ents to J a ­
pan. But the state  departm ent per­
suaded Roosevelt to the contrary.

Several months later, when the 
duke of Windsor flew to visit Roose­
velt during his Caribbean cruise, the 
duke put up to him the desperate , 
plight of British shipping and asked 
for American naval convoys to pro­
tect British ships across the Atlan­
tic. To this the President gave an 
em phatic No.

It was at approxim ately the same 
tim e that Ute late Lord Lothian 
cam e back from England and sub­
m itted a list of the naval vessels 
Britain would need to m aintain her 
lifeline of supplies from the U. S. A. 
Th$ list included not only destroy­
ers, but four cruisers of the Omaha 
class.

Lord Lothian did not actually ask 
for these ships. He m erely listed 
the vessels which Britain desper­
ately needed. But Roosevelt contin­
ued to shy away from the idea of 
convoying British ships with U. S. 
naval vessels.

L ater certain  White House advis­
ers, including such powerful figures 
as Secretaries Knox and Stimson, 
pointed out that the British navy 
had lost a terrific toll of men, did 
not even have enough seamen to 
m an the American over-age destroy­
ers. What Britain needed was ships 
m anned by the U. S. navy.

The British picture was also m ade 
depressing by the difficulty of fin­
ishing work on vessels in British 
shipyards. Two battleships of the 
King George class were launched 
last spring, but since then no ship 
of any im portance has come off the 
ways. Reason is that the bom bard­
m ent of Britain began in earnest last 
sum m er, and shipyards have been 
one of the main targets. Since the 
yards are  exposed, they have suf­
fered much m ore than factories. 
As a result, ships have been 
bombed, patched up, then bombed 
again.

Another development is that with­
in the last 10 days in the M editer­
ranean, where the British have lost 
the equivalent of seven ships. The 
Southampton was sunk, the Illustri­
ous was put out of commission, 
and five others dam aged so badly 
that repairs will take two or three 
months. Repairs are difficult in the 
M editerranean, because M alta is 
under constant bom bardm ent and 
the naval base a t G ibraltar is small.

Meanwhile, Germ an bombers, 
realizing that the strength of the 
B ritish fleet in the M editerranean 
is the key to victory, have taken 
over Italian bases and are  raining 
destruction on the royal navy.

It was the succession of these de­
velopments which began to change 
Roosevelt's mind about U. S. naval 
convoys for British shipping.

Note—No comm itm ents have been 
given the British, and no policy has 
been definitely decided for convoy­
ing British ships. But advisers be­
lieve the President will adopt such 
a policy if permitted by congress.

• • •
SCURRILOUS LITERATURE

Sensational feature of the forth­
coming report of the senate cam ­
paign fund investigating comm ittee 
will be an expose of scurrilous lit­
e ra tu re  dissem inated in last y ear’s 
hectic presidential battle. A 500- 
page “scrapbook" of exhibits has 
been assem bled by Harold Buckles, 
comm ittee investigator, from all 
over the country.

While partisans of both candidates 
resorted to this type of literature, 
more than 80 per cent of Buckles’ 
collection is anti-Roosevelt. Also, of 
468 typical exhibits, one-half are 
wholly anonymous or only vaguely 
identified.

The committee lists 135 such 
groups, of which 111 were pro-Will- 
kie and 22 pro-Roosevelt. Only six of 
the 135 filed reports of their con­
tributions and expenditures with the 
clerk of the house. This failure to 
report is a violation of the law and 
carries heavy penalties.

Dominant theme of the scurrilous 
literature is racial and religious ' 
prejudice. More than 60 per cent of 
the com m ittee’s exhibits harp on 
this, 10 per cent played up the war j 
issue, and 15 per cent leveled foul ; 
personal attacks on the candidates.

Note — Committee investigators 
are of the private opinion that not 
less than $10,000,000 was spent for 
this m aterial

• • •
MERRY-GO-ROUND

Sam Pryor, balbbearing-tongued 
national com m itteem an •from * Con- 
necticut, ‘s pushing lame-duck Gov- i 
ernor Baldwin as successor to Na­
tional Chairm an Joe Martin. Some 
time ago Pryor had his own ambi- i 
tions for the job. but was stopped 
dead by a blunt warning from mid- 
western leaders.

Franklin Field is a famous foot­
ball gridiron; also the nam e of a 
m an who urges more Good Neigh­
borliness through private aviation.

No m atter how much you may dis­
agree with him, or how sincerely 
you feel that the course he has fol­
lowed and is following is danger­
ous to the very principles he is try ­
ing to uphold, you have to con­
cede, that our third-term  President 
is a great credit to our country in a 
troubled world.

Nobody could help being proud of 
General Pershing among the Allied 
com m anders of the World war. No , 
foreign general approached him in j 
soldierly appearance and bearing. 
None was his superior in determ i­
nation or professional attainm ent, j 
None contributed more to Allied vie 
tory. It m ade you glad that you I 
too were an American to see him 
in any contrast with soldiers of oth- ! 
er nations. For every good quality 
of his is a characteristically  Ameri­
can quality refined and brought to I 
a peak of excellence. He looked I 
American, talked American and | 
acted American.

All this was especially apparent 
and m ust have been emphasized to 
the whole world throughout the day 
of his third inauguration. This col­
umn isn’t going to go softy in its 
debate of what it thinks a re  Mr. 
Roosevelt’s dangerous errors in 
these critical tim es, but there is 
surely no aspect of that in acknowl­
edging a thrill of pride in the thought 
that I am a citizen of the sam e 
country of which he is President 
and that, in the face of a world so 
dangerous, this country has a leader 
of such commendable stature.

No m atter what fate may have in 
store for Mr. Roosevelt—and for us 
—I think that for good or ill, he 
will also take his place in that com­
pany. As President of the United 
States I don’t agree with him, but 
as a citizen of the United States I 
am proud of him just the same.

YOUR OWN GALLUP POLL
The lowering level of British dol­

lar credits may be a reason for 
hastening some kind of provisions 
for granting credits or even gifts 
to England, so that her placing of 
orders here may not be delayed, 
thus delaying deliveries a year from 
now. But that is no reason for 
bum ’s-rushing the “lease-lend” 
monstrosity through congress with­
out ample debate.

That bill is ¥»ery much more than | 
an aid-to-Britain bill. It is an ab- | 
dication of congressional war pow- | 
ers to the President and authorizes j 
in him to engage in economic and 
partial m ilitary and naval war, for | 
or in behalf of any nation any­
where in the world. That is not at 
all necessary for aid-to-Britain, 
which could be given to the full of 
whatever has been asked by her in 
a much sim pler bill and without sur­
rendering our constitutional form of , 
government in favor of a one-man 
commander-in-chief of all our desti- 1 
nies. There is no popular demand 
for any such revolutionary action. 
There is popular demand for aid- 
to-Britain. Advantage has been tak­
en of this to write a bill for a mili­
tary dictatorship and then say: “This 
is aid-to-Britain—in the only way.” 
That simply is not true. It is a 
cruel misleading of the public and 
a misuse of public opinion, as are 
many other aspects of this bill.

In this rem ark, our tendency to 
government by Gallup polls is some­
what responsible. During a recent 
five days in bed with flu, I had a 
chance to check up on my fan mail.
It is full of sentim ent for aid-to- 
Britain. It is overwhelmingly 
against our rushing into this war. 
As the points made in this column 
are  beginning to be understood, it 
is increasingly against the bill. I 
believe if the bill is debated long 
enough to make clear what is going 
on here, it can never pass without 
amendm ents restricting it to the 
real popular purpose—aid-to-Brit­
ain.

No Gallup polls have brought out 
these distinctions. The questions, 
especially recently, have been in­
creasingly phrased in such a way 
as to lead to answers looking to our 
greater and greater unnecessary in­
volvement in war. Yet every poll 
posing the stark question of involve­
ment results in resounding “no’s,” 
in overwhelming majority.

Here is an experim ent that every 
American bewildered by these sin­
ister developments can m ake for 
himself. Conduct your own Gallup 
Poll. When you hear from Wash­
ington (as you will because that is 
part of the pro-war propaganda) 
that the people overwhelmingly 
want this bill or something vastly 
more than aid-to-Britain, set aside 
a part of every day. to ask not only 
friends, but strangers, whether they 
want to go further than aid-to-Brit- 
ain?

I can’t guarantee the result, but 
from my mail most of our people 
don’t want to go a step further tnan 
the preparation of an impregnable 
American defense and such help to 
beleaguered Britain as can be giv­
en without getting us into bloody 
war. Try it yourself. If you find 
the facts as my mail indicates, 
m ake yourself heard in Washing­
ton by exercising your constitutional I 
right of informing your representa- ' 
tives in congress what their constit­
uents think. These a re  critical days 
in the Battle of America. It is your j 
battle for the future.

The ice-covered rescue traw ler, North Star, pictured upon arrival 
at the Boston fish pier after bringing to shore five rescued fishermen from 
the sunken schooner, M ary E. O’H ara, which went down outside Boston 
harbor, after a collision with an unknown craft. Eighteen fishermen 
lost their lives in the crash that took place just before daybreak.

Two Killed in Crash of Airliner

John G. Winant, form er Republi- 
i can New Ham pshire governor, pic­

tured as he stepped off the plane in 
Washington reportedly to confer 
with President Roosevelt regarding 
his appointm ent as the next U. S.
am bassador to England.

This picture shows the wreckage of a  Transcontinental and Western 
airliner, which crashed near Lam bert field, St. Louis, Mo., while landing 
at dawn. The big sleeper plane crashed after striking a tree with a 
wing tip in a steep turn close to the ground. The crash  brought death 
to two and injuries to 12 persons aboard.

London Firemen Douse Hitler’s Fire Bombs

This photo, passed by British censor, shows a -roup  oi firemen wet­
ting down burnt ruins after an inferno that raged all around St. Paul's 
cathedral, In London. In the distance the tower of St. Pau l’s can readily 
be seen. The fire was caused by incendiaries dropped by H itler's “ luft- 
wafTe,”  and for awhile threatened a huge section of London.

Transferred at Demand of Germans

Leigh W. Hunt, second consular secretary . Mrs. Elizabeth Deegan of 
Asheville, N. C., and Cecil M. P. Cross, consul of Providence, R. 1., 
all m em bers of the U. S. em bassy staff in Paris who were transferred 
at G erm an official demand on charges of having aided a British officer. 
They re turned to America aboard a clipper.

Testifies

Col. Charles A. Lindbergh, as he 
testified before the house foreign af­
fairs com m ittee on the lease-lend 
bill. He suggested a "negotiated 
peace” in Europe.

Gets ‘Fine Points’

Sir Hugh Dowding, right, B ritain 's 
"a ir  am bassador” to the U. 8., is 
shown the fine points of a new high­
speed M artin bomber by J. T. Hart- 
son, executive of the Glenn M artin 
company. Sir Hugh is m aking a 
survey of our a irc raft factories.

Resigns

O. K. Armstrong, magazine writ­
er, who resigned from the "No For­
eign W ar” com m ittee because of dif­
ferences with Chairm an Verne M ar­
shall, shown a t a press conference

i in Washington.

somewh.it

