
The Southwest Turns Back Its Clock 
Four Centuries to Honor the Exploit^

Of Coronado, Spanish Conquistadore

Newly Formed ‘Green Guards of America’

By ELMO SCOTT WATSON
(R eleased  by W estern N ew spaper Union.» |

IN THIS y ea r of invasions I 
of peace-loving countries, | 
of blitzkriegs and con­

quests, it is som ew hat ironical 
tha t one section of the United 
S tates, the only m ajor power 
not yet directly  involved in 
the second World war, should 
be celebrating  with pageants 
and other cerem onies the in­
vasion of A m erican soil by 
a rm ed  forces from  Europe. 
True, th a t invasion took place 
400 y ea rs  ago—two and a half 
cen turies before there was a 
United S tates—and the coun­
try  which these E uropean in­
vaders set out to conquer was 
occupied by nom adic tribes 
of savages who were fa r  from  
being a peace-loving people.

It is also som ewhat ironical 
that the leader of the invaders, 
who is being honored this year as 
a g reat explorer, was regarded 
as a failure by the powers who 
sent him forth. He was F ran ­
cisco Vasquez de Coronado and 
the 1940 Coronado Cuarto-Centen- 
nial celebration in Arizona and 
New Mexico recalls the begin­
ning, in 1540, of his epic journey 
through the G reat Southwest.

The events which it m em orial­
izes began 44 years after Colum­
bus discovered the New World.
In 1536 Cabefa de Vaca and three 
companions, who had followed 
N arvaez on his voyage of explora­
tion to Florida, began their long, 
weary journey from what is now 
Louisiana back to Mexico City. 
They were the only survivors of 
m ore than 60 adventurers, who 
had penetrated fa r into what is 
now the United States in search 
of gold. From  the Indians they 
heard tales of g reat cities to the 
north where the houses were 
studded with gold. Their im agi­
nation fired by these yarns, they 
eagerly repeated the stories 
w ntn they finally reached Mexico 
City.

In 1539 the Spanish viceroy in
Mexico sent F ria r  Marcos de 
Niza to check on the reports 
which De Vaca had heard. His 
guide was the Negro, Estevan, 
who had been with De Vaca 
through all his wanderings and 
Estevan, who pushed on ahead of 
De Niza, sent back glowing re­
ports of the great cities which 
lay ahead and their treasures. 
F ria r  Marcos pushed on to see 
for him self these great cities.

From  a hilltop in what is now 
New Mexico he looked down upon 
adobe-walled cities gleaming in 
the sunlight and his imagination 
soon transform ed these into the 
reality of the legendary golden 
Seven Cities of Cibola. Without 
bothering to investigate further, 
the friar hastened back to Mex­
ico and his story stirred  the gold 
lust of the Spaniards anew. Sev­
eral of the leaders in New Spain 
fought for the honor of leading 
an expedition to conquer this new 
territo ry  and recover the treas­
ures of the Seven Cities of Cibola 
but Francisco Vasquez de Coro­
nado was finally chosen as the 
lucky com m ander for the ven­
ture.

Spanish arm s had completed 
the conquest of Mexico and the 
flower of Spanish chivalry rallied 
to Coronado’s banners. On Feb- 
runry 23, 1540, his arm y, com ­
posed of 250 horsemen, m ost of 
them  m em bers of the nobility, 200 
foot soldiers and 1,000 Indians— 
grooms and servants of the Span 
ish cavaliers—moved out of Com­
postela to m arch north. They 
were accompanied by great herds 
of cattle , sheep, goats and pigs 
for food and their cam p supplies, 
munitions and other provisions 
were loaded on the backs of a 
thousand horses and mules in 
their pack trains

Coronado's expedition entered 
w hat is now the United States 
at the southern end of the Hua- 
chuca mountains in the region of 
Montezuma pass and Yaqui 
springs in Arizona. Hut his huge 
force with its pack trains and 
herds of anim als proved cum ber­
some and delayed the explorer’s 
m arch unduly, so with a force of 
picked troops Coronado moved on 
ahead, north and east, into what 
is now New Mexico.

The Spanish leuder soon 
learned that he was doomed to 
disappointm ent. For instead of 
finding the Seven Cities of Cibola 
with their golden streets and 
their jewel-studded houses, he 
found only the seven villages of 
the Zuni Indians in western New 
Mexico. While they were impos­
ing in size, with great houses ris­
ing five stories high and built of 
adobe, stone and wood, there was 
no gold w hatsoever in them. 
Pushing eastw ard . Coronado 
cam e to the largest city in what 
w as to become the United States.
I t w as the pueblo of Pecos, which 
had 500 w arrio rs who boasted 
tha t they had never been defeat­
ed.

But awed by the glitter and

Don Diego de V argas, played by an actor in the Santa Fe Fiesta, 
kneels in the Plaza ot ancient Santa Fe to give thanks for the recon­
quering of New Mexico. (Santa Fe railw ay photo.)
m ystery of the Spanish arm s, the 
w arriors of Pecos decided not to 
try  to resist the invaders. In­
stead they welcomed Coronado 
into their town with drum s and 
pipes of peace and gifts of tu r­
quoise and native-woven cloth. 
But again there was no gold or 
other treasu re  to rew ard the 
white men for their long journey. 
L ater the Indians of Pecos began 
to regret their hospitality to the 
strangers, so one of them, nick­
nam ed the Turk, was persuaded 
to lure these gold-hungry white 
men away to the northeast by 
promising to show them  the 
G ran Q uivera, a city of silver and 
gold.

On to G ran Quivera.
Instead of starting  directly for 

the G ran Q uivera, Coronado 
seem s to have m arched south and 
eastw ard to investigate other In­
dian pueblos. He next turned 
east and pushed on into what is 
now the sta te  of Texas where he 
m arched for weeks over arid  des­
e rts  and trackless prairies, con­
stantly harassed by hostile Indi­
ans who w ere m ore dangerous 
foemen than the peaceful inhabi­
tan ts of the pueblos.

After circling around in the 
Staked Plain region of the future 
Lone S tar sta te , he turned north 
to seek the Gran Quivera and

As night falls on the first day 
of the Santa Fe fiesta, the giant 
effigy of "Zozobra, or Dull C are," 
Is burned as the climax of the 
fireworks display. (Santa Fe ra il­
way photo.)
near the present site of Wichita, 
R an., found—not the treasu re  
houses of gold which the Turk 
had promised but a land where 
the only hum an habitations were 
skin tepees and grass lodges. It 
is believed tha t Coronado got ns 
far east as the Palo Duro canyon 
in the Texas Panhandle and dur­
ing his wanderings he was the 
first white m an to cross such 
rivers ns the Canadian, the Red. 
the C im arron and the Arkansas.

Disappointed again in his 
search for cities of gold, Coro­
nado started  back toward Mex­
ico. His return  journey took him 
through southwestern K ansas, 
across the ’’panhandle" of Okla­
homa, thence w estward across 
northern New Mexico to the Sev­
en Cities of Cibola (the Zuni 
towns) again, and on w estw ard 
through northern Arizona. The 
first white m an to see the won­
ders of the G rand canyon were 
m em bers of a detachm ent of Cor­
onado’s arm y who gazed in awe 
upon that vast em ptiness.

Retreat to Mexico.
For two w inters Coronado m ade 

his headquarters a t Tiguex, an

Indian pueblo located near the 
present town of Bernalillo, N. M. 
R eturning there in the fall of 1541 
from his vain quest for the G ran 
Q uivera, he found his m ain arm y 
disgruntled and homesick for 
Mexico. In the spring of 1542 he 
suffered a severe injury and 
while he was on his sickbed, his 
captains signed a petition to re­
turn  to Mexico. They finally ob­
tained his reluctant consent and 
soon afterw ards the indomitable 
leader set out on the retu rn  jour­
ney over the route he had tra ­
versed with such high hopes two 
years earlier.

Although Coronado’s expedition 
was, in the eyes of his contem­
poraries, a sad failure because he 
had not brought back the gold 
and other treasu re  that was ex­
pected of him, history has w rit­
ten  his expedition down as one of 
the g reatest land exploratioi.3 of 
all time. Moreover, it gave Spain 
a claim  to a vast new territory  
in the New World and established 
in the Southwest a civilization, 
m any traces of which still su r­
vive after the passage of four 
centuries.

Half a century after Coronado’s 
expedition, another led by Don 
Juan  Onate cam e into the valley 
of the Rio G rande and, establish­
ing settlem ents all along the 
river, he set up his first capital 
a t San Gabriel, six miles north 
of Espanola a t the mouth of the 
Cham a river. Some tim e be­
tween 1606 and 1610, Don Pedro 
de P era lta , the third governor of 
Spanish New Mexico, established 
the city of Santa Fe and this an­
cient city, which has been the 
seat of governm ent of province, 
territo ry  and s ta te  under old 
Spain, Mexico and the United 
States, is the scene of one of the 
most im portant events of “ Coro­
nado y ea r,” although it has been 

] observed every year for two cen­
turies.

I t is the Santa Fe F iesta, one 
of the oldest continuously ob­
served celebrations held in the 
United States. It com m em orates 
the reconquest in 1692 by Don 
Diego de V argas of the vast te r­
ritory which had been lost to the 
Spanish authorities in the great 
Pueblo revolt of 1680. Held on 
August 31, Septem ber 1 and 2, the 
first day of the fiesta is given 
over to gaiety with the populace 
and visitors in Spanish costumes, 
native orchestras playing in the 
Plaza and dancing by the Indians 
from  the pueblos near by. In the 
evening there is a picturesque 
cerem ony, the burning of a giant 
effigy of “ Zozobra, or Dull C are,” 
and the crowning of the fiesta 
queen.

Sunday morning is devoted to 
time-honored services in the an­
cient cathedral and in the after­
noon the colorful pageant of the 
re-entry of De Vargas and his 
arm ored conquerors into the cap­
ital is held in the Plaza. That 
night there is a candle-light pro­
cession to the Cross of the Mar­
ty rs  overlooking the city. On 
Monday the children hold their 
costum e and pet show in the 
Plaza, in the afternoon there is 
m ore pageantry  through the 
s tree ts  of the city and the clim ax 
of the fiesta comes that night with 
native dances and songs on the 
balconies of La Fonda, the lead­
ing Santa Fe hotel, dancing in 
the stree ts and finally El Baile de 
Los Conquistadores (the Ball of 
the Conquerors) at La Fonda.

Thus for three days, Santa Fe, 
the capital of New Mexico, turns 
the clock back two and a half cen­
turies just as the whole Southwest 
has been turning its thoughts 
back all this “Coronado y ea r” to 
the days of that great explorer 
and his m ail-clad conquistadores.

If the “blitz” strikes this country the women of Washington will be prepared to do their bit in the way 
of defense. Several hundred have already been enrolled in Camp No. 1 of the “Green Guards of America,” an 
organization which will take up first aid and ambulance corps duties in time of war—duties for which they have 
started training. Members of the newly formed “Guards” are shown here in their dark green uniforms and 
over-seas caps.

175,000 Hear Willkie’s Acceptance Speech

Wendell L. Willkie, Elwood, Indiana's most famous son, (Indicated by arrow) comes home to accept the 
Republican presidential nomination. A crowd estimated at more than 175,000 heard his speech of acceptance 
at the notification ceremonies in Callaway park. Formal notification of his nomination was made by National 
Chairman Joseph Martin of Massachusetts.

Running Mates in Shirt Sleeves

A picture of informality, President Roosevelt and Secretary of Agri­
culture Henry A. Wallace, Democratic vice presidential nominee, greet­
ing women Democratic party workers assembled at Mrs. Roosevelt's 
Val-Kill cottage in Hyde Park, N. Y. The President drove over from the 
family home to introduce Wallace as his 1940 running mate.

Paints Call to Arms for Uncle Sam

Maj. Thomas B. Woodburn at Governors island. New York, with his 
latest poster for the U. S. army, completed with the collaboration of hl;» 
wife, Margaret »shown) also a well known artlnt. The poster Is entitled 
“Defend Yonr Country.”

‘Blitzkrieg Bob’

Private William Hanyak of the 
Eleventh Infantry, takes time out 
from the “Battle of the St. Lawrence 
Valley,” at Ogdensburg, N. Y„ to 
have his crowning glory pruned. 
Hanyak hails from Philadelphia.

This Is ‘The Nuts’

Drrssed for snltry weather, seven- 
month-old Carole Russell of Miami 
cools off on the Inside with coco­
nut milk direct from the shell, A 
large nipple does the trick.

Easy-to-Make Slip  
Flatters the Figure

V O U  can’t ju s t w ear any old slip 
* and expect your sm all-w aisted 

frocks to have the smooth, suave, 
round-bosomed line they should 
have. H ere’s a design (1892-B) 
especially planned to do its p a rt 
tow ard figure-flattery, and to  fit 
as only a slip you m ake to your 
m easure can fit. The top has 
bosom gathers to give you a little  
ex tra  fullness. The w aistline is 
dart-fitted so th a t it m elts  into 
your middle ju s t beautifully.

These a re  sim ple details, very 
easy to do, bu t they m ake all the 
difference in the fit of your slip, 
and therefore in the fit of your 
frocks. T here a re  seven easy  
steps in your detailed sew  chart. 
Make yourself a  whole w ardrobe 
of slips like this, light and dark , 
of satin, lingerie crepe or taffeta, 
and some batistes and linens for 
your coming cottons.

B arbara  Bell P a tte rn  No. 1892-B 
is designed for sizes 14. 16, 18, 
20; 40 and 42. Corresponding bust 
m easurem ents 32, 34, 36, 38, 40 and 
42. Size 16 (34) requ ires 2% y a rd s 
of 39-inch m a te ria l without-nap for 
built-up shoulders; 2 Vi yard s for 
s trap  style; 11 yards of sh irred  
lace. Send order to:

SEWING CIRCLE PATTERN D E PT .
149 New M ontgom ery Ave.

San Francisco Calif.
Enclose 15 cents In coins for

Pattern No.....................  Size..................
Name ..........................................................
Address ....................................................

Love of a Good Man
In the love of a b rave and faith­

ful m an there  is alw ays a stra in  
of m aternal tenderness; he gives 
out again those beam s of pro tect­
ing fondness which w ere shed on 
him  as he lay  on his m other’s 
knee.—George Eliot.

No Different
Burglar (to heiress)—I don’t want 

your life but your money, miss.
Heiress—Go away, you're Just like 

the rest of them.

Film Developing
ROLL DEVELOPED

8 Prints & 2 F r e e r t f f C  
5x7 Enlargem ents 9

MAIL YOUR FILMS 
F ast R eliable Service

Pacific Photo Service
F . O. Box 3753X

P O R T L A N D  . .  . OBBOOM

S a n  ty'ianciAc&i.
largest and bast located hotel 
1000 ROOMS •  1000 BATHS 
$4 one person, $6 two person« 

MANAOfMCNT DAN I. LONDON

HOTEL ST. FRANCIS
overlooking

U N IO N  S Q U A R t


