s

ORFORD

First P;ent Was Issued 150 Years Ago;
Since Then Uncle Sam Has Granted More
Than 2.000.000 to His Inventive Sons

By ELMO SCOTT WATSON
~eased by Western Newspaper [ »
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What took place on that
day does not, in itself, see:
important. For it was simpily
this: On July 31, 1790, the
United State: i

Frantea to one
kins of Vermont a p
a method of making “‘Pot and
Pearl Ashes But this
the first of more than 2,000,000
patents which have
sued that
written between the lines of
the records of those 2,000,000
patents is the story of the in
ventivey genius which has
made possible an economic
system capitalized at billions
of dollars and has given the
United States its position as
the greatest industrial and

business nation in the world
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Massa-

chusetis Day colony

Samuel Winslow a pat a
period of 10 years, a new
method of manufactur Si

This was followed by similar
grants ur other col but

mainly in New England, to pro-
mote the manufacture of iron,
the building of grist mills and
various other enterprises neces-

sary for the development of In-

dustry along with agriculture
and trade
So, when the new nation was

established, the Founding Fa-
thers determined to include .=
the laws of the land statutes
which would encourage invention
and protect the inventor. During
the Constitutional convention
James Madison of Virginia and
Charles C. Pinckney of South
Carolina offered the first pro-
posals for patent and copyright
laws. These suggestions, which
received the indorsement and
encouragement of Thomas Jef-
ferson and George Washington,
resulted in congress passing an
act on August 17, 1789, which gov-
erned the issuance of both pat-
ents and copyrights

Jeflerson, Patent Examiner.

During the first session of con-
gress, applications for patents
were filed by 15 inventors. At the
second session it was decided to
separate the two “rights’” in the
first law and on April 10, 1790,
the first law, applying only to pat-
ents, was enacted. Jurisdiction
over applications under this law
was given to the “*Commissioners
for the Promotion of Useful Arts. "’
They were three members of
Washington’s cabinet — Thomas
Jefferson, secretary of state
Henry Knox, secretary of war
and Edmund Randolph, attorney
general—and the task of admin-
iIstermng the patent law was as-
signed to the State department
So Jeflerson became in effect the
first patent examiner and his
staff for this work consisted of a
single clerk

Of the 15 applications made dur-
ing the first year, three patents
were granted. The first went to
Samuel Hopkins for his method
of making “Pot and Pearl
Ashes,”” the second was for a ma-
chine to make candles, flour and
meal (a gqueer combination, that
and the third for a method of
making punches for type

The remaining 12, granted in
1791, were for the following: Im-
provement in distilling methods,
driving piles for bridges, a thresh-
ing machine, a machine for
breaking hemp, a marble cutter
and polisher, a tide mill, a ma-
chine for making nails and thresh-
ing wheat (another gqueer combi-
nation! a method of diminish-
ing spindle friction, a formula for
making an extract of barks, ar
improved bedstead, a method of
making boots, and a method of
using cattle for propelling boats
Under this first act a total of 57
patents were granted

When the seat of government
was moved to the new capital on
the Potomac, Washington City,
in 1800 the pateit office equip
ment, records and models were
loaded on a boat and sailed to
Georgetown where they were cart-
ed to the new quarters on Penn-
sylvania avenue, between Nine-
teenth and Twentieth streets, at a
cost to the government of $208

As the palent office grew, it
became necessary to appoint a
superintendent to direct its work.
J. W. Thornton was the man se-
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An employee of t: Smithsenian institution holds the model of an
invention which was an “‘improvement in the method of lifting vessels
over shoals.” The patent, issued May 22, 1849, was granted to
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burning in that section of the city,
and pleaded his case so earnestly %
that the patent office with its rec
ords and models were spared
Twenty-two years later a foi.e
against which his eloguence
would have been unavailing nul-
lified his patriotic effort
In 1836, during the adn
tion of H. L. Ellsworth, w be-
came commissioner of patents
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In 1877 a second fire took its | Bennett. He missed it by only
14 years. He had said that “ar-
damaged or destroyed and three | tificial fiying"' would not be per-
years later the patent office dis- | fected for “‘a hundred years to
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ing inventors to submit models T date of the Wrights first
along with their applications for | successful flight at Kitty Hawk,
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Judge Fir_u;-Both Drivers
After Head-on Collision

HAGERSTOWN, MD.—Magistrate
E. H. Miller believed both drivers
involved in a nead-on crash. Viec-
tor B. Wolfe, 19 years old, and Her-
man J. Kuhn, 27, cacn said the other
was over the center line in the road
when their cars collided. Judge
Miller fined them both

Landlubbers Will Be U. S. Ensigns Bye and Bye
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are lined up in civilian clothes in New
reserve ensign

Landlubbers from colleges all over the Uniled States (above lefl
York city as they prepare to participate in a program of iraining G600 young men for naval
center) shown on thelr wav out to the U, 8. 8. Wyoming, the iraining
Is pictured in formation with other re-

commissions. A boatload of reservisis
ship. Right, Robert Morgenthau, son of the secretary of the treasury
servisis after donning the uniform of an apprentice scaman.
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Australians Turning Out Guns

Straining every nerve to aid the mother country in her hour of need, Australian facltory workers are toll-
Ing day and night turning out tanks, planes, guns and ammunition that will be used in the defense of Gireat
Britain. Above is a scene in a Melbourne factory where gun parts are manufactured for shipment by sea o
ports in the United Kingdom where they will be assem bled and turned over to the defending British army.
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Thev're Ready to Learn American
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3 1 Carl Byoir, New York public rela-
tions counsel whoe was cleared of
charges made by Rep. Wright Fat-
man of Texas that he had engaged
in un-American activities. The de-
pariment of justice declared that an
FBI investigation “‘disclosed no evi
dence whalever” (o support the ale
legation,
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Sale from the horrors of war are these three children of Maj. Arthur
Lockhart of the British army who landed in New York cily recently.
They were members of another band of refugee British children seeking
a haven in the Uniled States. Their father is an officer in the King's
Hussars, now fighting for England against the Axis powers. The young
refugees are being cared for by relatives in America.

Even the Experts .“\'Inill Sometimes

Literarv Exile
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HMis long hair put up in a net,

Proving that even the most expert of experis will spill once in a
while, Ed Stanley takes a header during a practice run for the annual Maurice Maelerlinck, famous Bel-
Catalina-Hermosa-Manhattan beach agquaplane race at Hermosa beach, gian author of “The Bluebird,” Is
Calif. Still wpright and riding high is Bob Brown, whoe won the race shown seoon afler his arrival in the
three years ago. The event draws the champion aquapianists of the Pa- Uniled States as a war refugee, fol
cihe coast each year. : lowing the German triumph,
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