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4 '■ 'h r e u g li H o a d  to  ( l i e  V a l l e y ,

Means of ingress and egress are 
a prime necessity the progress 
of any country and of all localities. 
We cannot expect accessions to 
our population if there are no 
means of coming. I t  is more pop­
ulation—vastly more—which is 
one of Curry county’s great needs. 
But how are we to be approached 
from the outside world? Other

«»0£han by steamer or sail craft we 
have no adequate outlet or inlet. 
A. wagon road to connoct the Ump­
qua valley with us would work 
woni'Brs, so to speak. Scores of 
familios would seek homos in the 
eounty if wo were connected by 
wagon road with the great system 
of such roads which accommodate 
inland travel in otlir portions of 
the State. In  the matter of 
through outlets by wagon, Coos 
and Curry counties are singular. 
Coos is a trillo better fixed in this 
/ospect than Curry, but not much 
f wo except the Coquille region. 

We are told that a road is building 
or will bo built in the direction 
of Floras creek from Myrtle Point. 
We 1 lave a good road to Floras 
■»reek, and Myrtle Point has a 
through route open for wagons to 
Rosoburg. Let Curry county 
.lose up the g a p —whatever that 
.nay be—between roads now open 
at this end and the Myrtle Point 
wad. The subject is worthy the 
thoughtful consideration of our 
enterprising people.

'I'lic  F ir s t .

Iu  March, 1513, Bortholomew 
Ferrelo, a Spanish explorer sailed 
into Port Orford and on up the 
Coast to latitude 43—just above 
Cape Blanco—when he turned 
back in conscqueneo of being ill 
provided for a cruise in so high a 
latitude. He is supposed to have 
been the first white man to set foot 
•u  Oregon territory. Sir F ran­
ai« Drake came up to about the 
wmo point in 1579.

See fourth page for additional 
4 | local and editerai matter this week.

Syrup by the keg or gallon at 
Oates and Johnson’s.

“ S h e e p  I n s p e c t o r .”
Under a law of the late Legisla­

ture, it becomes incumbent up­
on the County Court of the several 
counties respectively to designate 
and appoint a suitable person totlie 
office of “ Sheep Inspector” for the 
county. Curry county ranks 
among the counties of the first 
importance in this behalf. At 
the late term of our County Court 
some hitch occurred that prevent­
ed the appointment for this county 
at that term, and an order was 
passed referring the choice to the 
sheep men of the county who may 
signify their several preferences 
by means of petitions. S. B. 
Gardner of Rogue river, and Sol. 
Culver of Floras creek were prom ­
inent before the Court for the po­
sition and each will go before the 
Court at the April term with his 
list when the longest pole will 
fetch the persimmons. Not hav­
ing the law creating this now office 
of “ tru st and profit” before us, we 
are unable to even hint at the com­
pensation involved, or the scope 
of the responsiblities entailed. 
We shall publish the Act as soon 
as received.

I t e in s t a t e d  in  t h e  C o u r t  H o u s e .
The county archives, furniture, 

etc., have been replaced back in 
the old Court House from where 
they were taken last W inter to oc­
cupy Judge Woodruff's warehouse 
on the city front. Mr. Gauntlett, 
to  whom the county property fell 
in the general exchange has redeed­
ed the same to the county in p u r­
suance of a decree of Judge Wat­
son in the premises. Under the 
same decree the county should 
have at once reconveyed the ware­
house property to Gauntlett, but 
this, we are informed, has not 
been done. When this is done, 
and Judge Woodruff refunds to 
the county the §800 paid him for 
the warehouse, as also costs and 
damages, the contemplated statu 
quo will be complete.

l* a r d o n e< l b y  t h e  P r e s id e n t ,
W. H. Cooper, sent up from 

Curry county about four years 
since for counterfcting two-and-a- 
lialf gold coins, has been pardoned 
by the President and restored to 
his place as one of the sovereigns of 
the land. Cooper left at his place 
across Sixes river a perpetual re­
minder of his past existence in the 
shape of a knock-kneed mule, 
which has been in active service 
ever since his forlorn departure.

The mail from here to Bandon 
failed to get through Tuesday, re­
turning to this place in the after­
noon, on account of the swollen 
state of the streams.

— • ♦ •
After several days of calm, fine 

weather, the storm sat in in good 
earnest again Monday.

■ IE K IO C  A D V E N T U R E R S .
S e a r c h in g  f o r  P o r t  O r fo r d  u n d e r  

D if f ic u l t i e s .

In  1853, having heard of Port 
Orford as a place of future prom ­
ise, Col. Samuel C. Hall, Col. 
Thomas Johnson, Henry Matheny 
and George See, outfitted them­
selves at Yreka with a saddle 
mule each and a pack mule for the 
party in common, and struck out 
for Grave creek, Jackson county, 
at that time the out-post of 
discovery in this direction. From 
here they struck out across the un­
tracked mountain ranges with no 
guide save the intuitive knowledge 
of courses common to the frontiers­
man. They had heard that Port 
Orford was just south of a consid­
erable water course which emptied 
into the ocean. In  their ram­
blings they struck Rogue river at 
a point where it wended its to rtu­
ous way down through deep, dis­
mal gorges, and thought it to be 
the stream they were looking for. 
About this time they came upon a 
small band of Indians, and en­
gaged four of the “ red devils” to 
pilot them through to this place. 
The first night out they camped on 
a considerable elevnt;i?n flanked on 
either side by a deep, dark, for­
bidding gorge. The Indians soem- 
ed in good faith, and, supper over, 
they all stretched themselves 
out and feigned deep slumber 
The party retired, leaving Matheny 
on guard. Pretty  soon the spokes­
man crawled out of his blanket 
and sat by the fire watching atten­
tively the operation of Matheny 
cleaning his pistol. ( A “ pepper­
box!”) The Indian requested to 
examine the weapon, which was 
handed him, and in his rude way 
seemed to make sport of the thing. 
Next, Matheny proceeded to 
clean his gun. The buck passed 
back the pistol, and, reaching for 
the ramrod, took it np and went 
through the manual of musket 
drill with it to the great amuse­
ment of Matheny, who sat by the 
fire drying his buckskin pants. 
Pretty soon Mr. Indian walked de­
liberately up to the tree where sat 
the rifle just cleaned, and, setting 
the ramrod down, took up the gun. 
He stepped across, putting the 
fire between himself and Matheny 
and renewed the drill with the 
gun. Pretty  soon he brought the 
piece to bear in the act of “ Make 
Heady! Take Aim! Fire!” and bang 
she went, just missing Matheny, 
and then Col. Hall's head. All 
four of the red skins scooted down 
the hillside immediately, taking 
the gun, camp ax and a drawiug 
knife with them. There was con­
sternation in that little camp 
fo ra  while then. The party re­
sumed their journey next morning 
and, after much hardship and 
wandering about, came in sight of

----------------------------------------------- r
the ocean from some point on 
Euchre ereek. They wandered 
from there over to Mussel creek, 
quite back in the mountains, 
where from a high point, Col. 
Johnson discovered signs of hab­
itations at Port Orford. They 
came straight in, hungry, tired, 
destitute and disgusted. The 
party were 35 days on their jour­
ney, seventeen of them spent be­
tween Port Orford and Rogue riv­
er. Col. Johnson, of the firm of 
Bates & Johnson, is the only one 
of the little band of adventurers 
who started from Yreka in quest of 
fortunes just 28 years ago, now liv­
ing. Col. Hall went East from 
here, and returned with his family 
to Crescent City, where he died 
not many years ago. Matheny 
went East and died, and See died 
in this place. The entire trip 
made by the above four prospect­
ors can be now made in fewer 
hours than they were days ac­
complishing it.

K il l«  A l lo w e d .
The total of bills audited at the 

late term of the County Court w..s 
§1009 19. Every county iu Ore­
gon except Curry, designates some 
paper iu which financial exhibits 
are published every six month» 
and paid for. The law requires 
that county financial exhibits 
shall somehow’ be made public, so 
that the peoplo may see in detail 
what moneys are paid out and for 
what purpose.

S t r e a m s  R o o m i n g .
Elk and Sixes rivers and Floras 

creek are swollen by the present 
storm quite above any point 
reached heretofore the present 
season. We suppose Rogue river 
and the other streams putting  into 
ihe ocean below that stream are 
also booming. These streams 
generally run down shortly after 
the storm eeases.

Our old friend Himes the printer, 
has remembered us with a very 
neatly executed, artistic combina­
tion calendar for 1881, gotten up 
at his job printing establishment 
at Portland. Geo. H. furnishes a 
living illustration of what energy 
and perseverance can accomplish 
in building up a buisness.

Why don't some of the Coos Bay 
mill men n a h  out f ,r contracts 
to furnish telegraph poles for con­
sumption out in the vadey and in 
Eastern Oregon? In this way they
could work off their inferior cedar.

----«------.............
Justice of the Peace Tower hold 

Moore, one of the rioters iu Em ­
pire City, in §309 bonds for ma­
licious injury to property—smash­
ing up the stave factory and de­
molishing Kiley’s building.

The rain Tuesday was the fierc­
est of the season so far. 1

C O R R E S P O N  D EN  C E .
E llensburg, Jan. 6, 1881.

E ditor P ost.—In these beau­
tiful sunshiny days that have fol­
lowed after so many long weeks of 
stormy weather, one can scarcely 
stay indoors at all.

The Ester Cohos came into port 
last Sunday without any incon­
venience or trouble about crossing 
the bur, ami is now loaded with 
fish anil lumber ready to sail for 
San Francisco. The new steamer 
will soon be launched and finished 
off' and sent out upon the briny 
deep laden with freight and pas­
sengers from Ellensburg to Suu 
Francisco. The new cottages are 
ad nearly finished and will be oc­
cupied as soon as practicable.

Sunday, January 2d, Mr. Chas. 
Finely and Miss Carrie Woodruff 
were married at the residence of 
the bride’s father, Lyman Wood­
ruff, Esq. The bride who is good 
and beautiful at all times, sur­
passed herself, if possible, in love­
liness when dressed in tho beauti­
ful white bridal draperies worn on 
the occasion. Miss Cora, sister of 
tho bride acted ns bridesmaid, 
and I. W. Miller, groomsman. 
Miss Cora was appropriately dress­
ed and looked handsome and nice, 
but as saucy as ever. Tho bride­
groom amt groomsman were both 
appropriately dressed for the oc­
casion and looked—but i t ’s no dif­
ference how they looked, as no one 
ever cares how the gentlemen 
look on such an occasion.

Mr. and M rs. Woodruff who nev­
er do things by halves had prepar­
ed a bountiful feast for the guests 
and both exerted themselves to 
make things agreeable for all and 
succeeded admirably well. Bach­
elors and girls took home each a 
piece of wedding euke to dream 
upon and let us hope their dreams 
were all pleasant ones and will 
come true. Mr. and Mrs. Finely 
have the good will and best wishes 
of all for their future welfare.

Speaking of weddings remind us 
that Damn Rumor says that some 
of our prominent bachelors are go­
ing off on the new steamer to get 
married to some fair lady in dis­
tant parts: well, all we can sav is 
that if it is so, we think they 
could have done better nearer 
home, but “ what’s our gain is”— 
110, “ what’s our loss is their gain.

J o h n  J ones.

S u d d e n  F r e s h e t .
The freshet caused by the rain 

storm of tho last few days has 
been something immense. The 
log dam at the mill was washed 
out, and some smail structures in 
the vicinity were started from 
their foundations. Joe  Nay’s 
place was inundated and one of his 
hay barns was moved from its 
place and lodged against a tree. 
Joel Bond's place was one grand 
sheet of water.

---------- --»■»<--------------
III ( h e  S u p r e m e  C ou rt«

The Court House-Woodruff ease 
having been appealed to the Su­
preme Court, will probably be de* 
eided during the January term of 
that Court.

— --- - ----------
Mr. McKenzie can ply the trowel 

dexterously enough to run up a 
neat, artistic brick chimney. He 
did a job of the sort for liimself 
last week.

Gen. Grant was at one time sta­
tioned at Big Bend in this countv


