
PORT ORFORD POST. Those wero accom plished  u n d e r 
the  eyes of m en w ho, im p a tien t 
and  fran tic , believed  all th in g s  of 
like  c h a ra c te r  shou ld  be done at 
once, am i b roken  heads the  only 
p ro p e r  rep ly  to p ro te s t, and w ho, 
sh o rt-s ig h ted  and u n p h ilo so p h ie , 
fo rgo t th a t two or th ree  cen tu rie s  
are  b u t so m any days o r years  in 
the  life  of a na tion . T h ey  obeyed 
the system s of th e ir  age, w hile it 
has been  reserved  for th is  m ore 
advanced epoch  to  accom plish  
m ore su b stan tia l re su lts  by those 
peacefu l m eans, w hich, though  
they  delay, g a th e r  a m ore a b u n d ­
an t ha rvest. I  tell you—w hich 
you  shou ld  note  and rem em ber 
w ell—th a t on ly  d u r in g  the  two 
cen tu ries  im m ediately  p reced ing  
th is  da te  have any people com ­
p le te ly  th row n aside tha t low and 
p e tty  exercise  of im p a tien t pas- 
sioi^ and adop ted  th a t b roader 
m ethod by w hich whole races are 
now ac tua ted , and the  resu lts  of 
aggregated  life accom plished  on a 
g ran d e r scale. U p to th is  period , 
and s till ye t am ong the low er 
classes, the  in d iv id u a l m an has 
been a p e tty  schem er, b u t only 
w ith in  th is  Lust epoch  has the  
science of life and governm en t 
been so well un d ers to o d  and c a r ­
ried out as to m ake of m illions of 
men one great m achine, well o r ­
dered  ami effective, w ork ing  upon 
a general p lan , and to  a given end. 
i.: th is  a tta in m en t we are  forced 
to accord  to C hina the lead, not 
only  in po in t of tim e, bu t also in 
the efficiency of execution .

W e will now e n te r  upon the 
d iscussion  of the  tra n s itio n  era 
— that period of tim e that c o n s ti­
tu te s  the  link  connecting  the  old, 
and, we confess, the m ore narrow  
system  w ith  the  new' and m ore 
com prehensive  o n e—an e ra  the 
like of which no hum an  has w it­
nessed. D isca rd in g  as a rb itra ry  
the reasons of o th e r and  sim ilar 
hum an  phenom ena, and , as p h ilo ­
sophic  s tu d e n ts  of h is to ry , r is in g  
to an accep tance  of tho  b ro ad er 
con sid e ra tio n s  of life , we find in 
the period  of A m erican h is to ry  
e lap sin g  betw een the  years  1870 
and 2080, the  m ost f ru itfu l field 
of a ll p a s t ages, the  m agn itude  of 
w hich  b r is tle s  w ith  issues second­
ary , in  th e ir  un iversa l effect on 
m en, on ly  to  those  im m utab le  and 
jea lous law s o rdained  by G od.

Tho S p a n ia rd s  of A m erica e n ­
g rafted  upon  th e  c o u n try , and 
were soon lo st in  the  p re p o n d e r­
ance of ab o rig inal blood. To-day 
those people are  m ore In d ia n  than  
S pan ish . B u t th is  M ongolian  
q u es tio n  p re se n ts  no such  co n d i­
tions. B eing  s u p e rio r  in  num bers 
and p rev en ted , by p ecu n ia ry  c o n ­
sid e ra tio n s , from  a free am alga­
m ation w ith  th e  w hite  race—the 
neg ro  boom ing, in  the  c lash  of 
these  T itian s, n ea rly  ex tin c t— they  
have p resen ted  to  us ra th e r  a p u re  
p ro b lem  of race con tests. T h a t 
conflict is now se ttled  ns to  the  in ­
d u s tr ia l  and p o litica l fea tu res of 
tho c o u n try , leav ing  open and to 
be deduced  as a co ro llary  only 
tlioso of social significance, and 
those w h ich  invest, a con test of 
races fo r ex istence  w ith  co n sid e r­
a tio n s  of fu tu re  im portance  to 
un iversa l h is to ry —th a t h is to ry  
th a t cares for no peop le , c lim e or
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T am alpais, J u ly  18th, 2080. 
M y D ear S i r : A s you  are now 

a p p ro ach in g  th e  close of y o u r 
course  of com parative  h is to ry , I  
deem  it  p ro p e r  to give you , as a p ­
ropos of th is  course , an  accoun t 
of tlie second g rea t h um an  in u n ­
d a tio n —the  A m erico-M ongolian
conllict. The firs t instance of th is  
k ind ,o f sufficient m agn itude  to rank  
in o u r  classification , was the  o v e r­
ru n n in g  of S o u th e rn  E u ro p e  by 
the arm ed  nations of the  N o rth ern  
H ive, w hich  re su lte d  in  the  in te r ­
m in g lin g , betw een  c o n q u e ro r 
and co n q u ered , of na tional tra its , 
custom s, language , laws and modes 
o f th o u g h t, an d  w h ich  for cen ­
tu r ie s  fu rn ish ed  th e  scientific 
search er of h is to ric  t ru th  the 
m ost in v itin g  and  fe rtile  fields. 
T h is  le tte r  is devo ted  to  the sec­
ond in c u rs io n  of the k ind , and 
w hich, alike in resu lt, d iffers in 
m ethod  as w idely  as tin ' custom s 
and  g en iu s  of a n o th e r and far 
m ore en lig h ten ed  age. T he only 
p rob lem  n o t ye t solved by m an, 
and w h ich , from  necessity , reaches 
ou t s till fu r th e r  in to  fu tu re  ages, 
is th a t of race assim ila tion ; for 
r i i i l e  ilJIlirriiU b irccs nitty appear 
of c ro ss in g , s till, in no p ro p er  
sense, is the  end  forshadow ed by 
the  accom plished  facts. I  con i.1, of 
course , give you th is  re su lt as well 
as not, b u t T p re fe r  to g ro u n d  you 
w ell in the  facts of the  epoch  c lo s­
ing  w ith  to -day ,and  leave y o u r p re ­
pared  and s tren g th en ed  p resc ience  
to peer u na ided  in to  th a t fo llow ing .
I  w rite  from  th is  da te  because, as 
p as t, p re se n t and  fu tu re  are  to  us 
the sam e—as we can, in  fact, 
live in th e  fu tu re  as well as the  
p resen t—it is b u t  a ch a p te r  of h is ­
to ry  w ritte n  before , b u t  as accu ­
rate  as if  w ritten  w ith  all th e  even ts 
fu lly  accom plished  by m en.

You rem em ber th a t  w hile  th e  
G o ths , H u n s , and  V andals from  
the  N o rth e rn  H ive, and aga in , the  
N orm ans in  E n g lan d , a t a la tte r  
day, en fo rced  th e ir  ru le  upon  the  
co u n tries  th ey  overran , the  in te l­
lec tual s im ilitu d e  of co n q u e ro r  and 
co n q u ered  m ade possib le  a hom ­
ogeneous am algam ation , w hich has 
nut ye t, and  p e rh a p s  w ill never 
occur in  A m erica. T he reasons 
for th is  m ay be a p p a re n t to  you 
at the  co n c lu s io n  of th is  le tte r , 
a fte r  you  have follow ed w ith  me 
the  successive step s by  w h ich  the  
p re se n t re su lt  has been w ro u g h t 
ou t. U n like  in  th is  resp ec t, a ll 
o th e r  even ts  of s im ila r c h a rac te r, 
we are  to  seek thé  cause of w h at 
w e find, an d  w h a t w ill p robab ly  
be, in th e  p ecu lia r  c h a rac te r of the  
p a rtic ip a n ts  in  th is  real d ram a. 
The S p an ish  c o n q u ests  in  A m eri­
ca w ere u n lik e  th is , because ac­
com plished  by  th e  old system  of 
pu re  force, in  w h ich  th e  m odern  
am i g ig an tic  system  o f g rad u a lly  
u n d erm in in g  w a s  e n tire ly  absen t.

issue, w hich  is cold, b loodless, 
p u lse less , in  its  ch ro n ic le  of the 
w recks of tim e.

No b e tte r  m ethod  occurs to  me 
than  to  give you an acco u n t of my 
in v estiga tion  of th is  problem . 
By the  chrono log ica l reckon ing  
com m on to o u r people, I  tra n s­
ferred  m yself to  the year 2078, and 
visited  the  h a u n ts  of m an. At 
first, w hen I  m oved am ong the  
changed  scenes of two cen tu ries , 
I cou ld  scarce ly  make ou t w hat 
was p resen ted  before me. C ities 
had grow n till th e ir  b read  and far- 
reach in g  s tre e ts  stre tched  away 
for m iles; v illages had become 
c ities; r iv e rs  hail, in m any 
places, assum ed  the stra ig h tn ess  
of canals; w h ile  the  whole face of 
the co u n try , from  San F rancisco  
to Boston was th readed  by a n e t­
work of ra ilroad  lines. The peo­
ple had becom e num erous as the 
leaves of the forest or the sands 
of the shores; the  wastes of U tah, 
Nevada, C olorado , and A rizona 
were popu lous w ith  cities, b loom ­
ing  w ith  fields th a t sm iled like 
gardens. T he deserts  of tin; alkali 
and sage b ru sh  had d isappeared , 
and in th e ir  stead broad fields of 
yellow  g rain  waved in the sun ligh t 
to the r ip p lin g  notes of the 
lark  and the w h is tlin g  of the quail 
T h is  way and th a t, tow ard every 
po in t of the  com pass, tra in s, 
la d e n  w ith the  treasu res of com ­
m erce, th u n d e re d  at the rate  of 
one h u n d red  m iles per hour. The 
gas-ligh t h ad , d isappeared  from 
the s t r e e ts  while the e lec tric  glow- 
soft as m oonbeam s, b u t b r ig h te r , 
flooded the n ig h ts ; b u t upon the 
s tree ts , as I gazed upon  them , a 
m illion  lig h ts  moved in a tire-fly 
dance, th ro u g h  the artieiiial g loam ­
ing, m ore num erous than  the s ta rs  
of tho sky. Upon close in sp ec­
tion  I found them  to be b rig h t l i t ­
tle  e lec tric  lig h ts  ca rried  upon 
each h a t—or w hatever they  used as 
a h ead -g ea r—thgt gave a far b e tte r  
lig h t than  the best s tree t lam ps of 
1870, i^id which made an a ttrac tiv e  
scene w hen the  thousands th ro n g ­
ed the s tree ts . M any changes had 
been p roduced  since th a t year in 
the  personnel of the c itizens. The 
capital was a t St. L o u is , w hich 
c ity  had no less than six m illions 
of in h ab itan ts . The popu la tion  
was still m ore m otley th an  before , 
w hile th e  p ig -ta ils  w ere every ­
w here, and num bered  a b o u t th ree  
of them  to one w h ite  of a ll n a tio n ­
a lities. The Pacific C oast had be­
com e one vast w orkshop of them , 
w hile a few negroes lis tle ss ly  look­
ed on at the  thousands th a t held  
the co tton  and rice fields of the  
S ou th . P ig -ta ils  were th e  sty le  in 
San F rancisco , w hile on ly  an oe- 
casional w hite was m et s tro llin g  
along the  long and  busy  s tree ts . 
M ost of the latest b u ild in g s  were 
of A siatic a rc h ite c tu re , w ith  the  
q u eer gables and pagoda-shaped 
tops, w hile b lue and V erm illion 
pa in ts  were over all. I  was a l ­
m ost s ta rtled  a t tho tran sfo rm a­
tion . C rossing  from  O akland  by 
fe rry  to  San F ran c isco , 1 observed  
th a t n ine-ten ths of the  passengers 
and all the  officers w ere C hinese, 
ami tha t the  on ly  w hites em ployed 
aboard  were <h okd iands. W hen I  
reached the w harf C hinese hack- 
m en m et me, c h a tte r in g , and

drove me away to  a ho tel. T here  
the  c lerk  was a C elestia l, as were 
m ost of the  guests. T he d ishes 
were of C hinese m ake, w hile  th e ir  

: con ten ts , at d in n er, were equally  
A siatic in q u a lity , q u a n tity , and 
service. T ho u san d s of g u es ts , in 
p ig  ta ils , w ere in the  co rrid o rs  and 
halls. G oing  to  the thea tre , at 
even ing , I  found the  play in 
P igeon E u g lish , to su it the cosm o­
po litan  aud ience, b u t the  boxes 
were all occupied by C elestials, 
g l it te r in g  in silks and jew els. A 
C hinese m udarin  occupied  the 
bench in the City H all, flanked by ' 
alm ond-eyed under-officials. I 
a lm ost began to believe m yself in 
C hina, till and A m erican was 
b ro u g h t in, and p u t on tria l for 
shy ing  a rock at the son of H onor­
ab le  C h ing  Choo l 'o u  Lee of Nob 
H ill; and I heard  the  venue of the 
com plain t stated  as San F rancisco . 
The ju ry  were C elestials, and the  
ch icken 's  head was severed in the 
ad m in is tra tio n  of the  oath , as in 
the  F low ery  K ingdom . A t the 
Exehango 1 found m ore o f  them ; 
indeed , they had u su rp ed  every 
avenue held by the A m ericans two 
h u n d red  years  before, ami had 
eelestia lized  C aliforn ia .

T hat 1 m igh t have an idea how 
these changes had been effected 
from  a hum an s tan d p o in t, 1 con ­
c luded  to  refer to som e noted h is ­
to rian , and get from  him  what 
were the views of m en thereon. 
Upon in qu iry  of the c lerk  of the 
hotel, I was p ro m p tly  re fe rred  to 
P ro fesso r H ap  Lee, No. 1910 C an­
ton stree t. I set o u t, and soon 
found th is  was w hat had once 
been C alifo rn ia  s tree t, and tha t 
the p ro fesso r’s residence was an 
e legan t stone m ansion situa ted  in 
the  v icin ity  of where J .  C. F lood , 
in 1880, con tem pla ted  e rec tin g  a 
residence or, ra th e r, as com pared 
to th is  of the p rofessor, a cottage. 
F o rtu n a te ly , I  found the  p ro fes­
sor at home, and was received in 
great s ta te—not that he conside r­
ed it was due m e, b u t to  h im self, 
as the leader of social and lite ra ry  
ton  in the c ity . M aking known to 
him  my w ish th a t 1 desired  a sh o rt 
resum e of the last tw o hund red  
years  of A m erican h is to ry , and 
th a t  I had been refe rred  to  him  as 
the  m ost learned  of liv ing  h is to ­
rian s , he gave me, in substance , 
tho fo llow ing  accoun t, w hich, 
from  its  genera l accuracy , I in co r­
po rate  in th is  le tte r:

“ I t  has now been oxer two h u n ­
d red  years since o u r ancesto rs 
cam e across from  th e  Flow ery 
K ingdom  on a w haling  exped ition , 
and a rriv ed  upon  these  sho res to 
find th is  m ost b e a u tifu l land 
spareely  inhohiteil by aborig ines 
of the  race to  w hich  I  p resum e 
you belong , I  add w ith  reg re t, to 
y o u r  sham o. T hese people wore 
very a rro g an t, and , for the  tim es, 
w ealthy ; indeed , th e ir  w ealth  was 
b a rb a ric , like them selves. They 
spoke a v illa inous ja rg o n , th a t 
hap p ily  now is m odified by eon- 
tac t w ith  o u r  su p e rio r tongue, and 
wero ego tis tic  to a p a in f i l l  degree. 
O u r  ancesto rs were poor, b u t  n o ­
b le, and finding hero fa ir o p p o r­
tu n itie s  to b e tte r  th e ir  fo rtu n es  
app lied  them selves to  tho task. 
W ou ld  you  believe it ,  o u r ancien t 
h is to rian , Colonel Bee, who n o u r­

ished abou t th a t  pe rio d , w rit 
that those ben igh ted  people look'

ami dom estic  chow der as obje.
tionab le  d ishes, and p referri
th e ir  own odors to those  of tl.
Celestials? Tliex were at first, it I *
d u lg en t, m erely lau g h in g  at <h 
sacred C uem , and vowed the 
" J o h n "  as they  facetiously  spoke 
of o u r  sain ted  ancesto rs , woi 

¡ th e ir  sh ir ts  ou tside  th e ir  pantn 
' loons. It is, my d ear s ir , diffieul 

at th is d istance  of tim e to perceiv« 
how such  perversion  of taste  eonlu 
ever have ex isted . T hese people, 
y o u r ancesto rs , w ere sp ru n g  from 
a sm all tribe  know n o rig in a lly  as 
D iggers, as we learn from  Colonel 
Bee, because they  wero all given 
to  d ig g in g  in the h ills  and m oun­
tains for p rec ious m eta ls. O ur 
ancesto rs  (may B uddha  keep th e ir  
e te rn a l stom achs well regu lated!) 
soon d iscovered that the aborig i 
lies, the  ancesto rs  of the  present 
M elicnns of th is  land , were loose 
and careless in th e ir  business, were 
sco rn fu l of sm all sum s, and were 
never ha lf satisfied w ith any e n te r ­
p rise  that d id  no t p rom ise  a m il­
lion do lla rs  in a few m onths; but 
they o ftener lost than  won. W hile 
all c lasses of M elicnns wero th u s  
p u rsu in g  b ig  sum s, the  despised 
" J o h n ” set ab o u t p ro e u r ’ng  
those occupations secu rin g  m od­
era te  b u t p erm anen t incom es. 
Indeed , ho no t o n ly  m ade cigars, 
w hich were a t first . derisively  
called ‘s tin k e rs ,’ and d id  a great 
many o th e r th in g s , b u t  even b e ­
came servan ts  in the  houses of the 
w ealthy. He was k icked , rev iled , 
and m etaphorically  sp it  upon , but 
the  sequel for the h u n d red th  
tim e proved to the world tha t p e r­
secu tions of that, c h a ra c te r  u lti 
m utely b less th e ir  ob jec ts  as noth  
in g  else can. I t  is tho healthy  
food of na tu re .

"  I t  did not take ‘J o h n ’ long  to 
get, a foo ting , ami no sooner was 
th is  rea lised  than  the  b a rb arian s  
becam e very jea lous of h im , and 
to  such an ex ten t was the  jealousy 
developed in to  opposition , that an 
a g ita to r  arose, one G eneral K er 
Nee, who incited  a g rea t deal of 
b itte r  feeling  aga in st o u r  slowly 
th riv in g  ancesto rs . In d eed , he 
u rged  h is follow ers on to kick the 
sh in s and pu ll the  q ueues of o u r 
people, and even th rea tened  to 
hang , b u rn , and to r tu re  them . 
A no ther of th is  c ity  w rote many 
w indy th in g s  aga in st ns, by w h ich , 
it is said, h is nam e was, a b o u t tlm 
tim e of h is dea th , blow n away in 
a t’lcreo galo and lost, l ie  even 
w ent so far as to advise the follow ­
ers  of G eneral Ker Nee to b u rn  a 
sh ip  ju s t  a rr iv in g  w ith m ore of 
the p ilg rim s from  C hina ; but, as 
a ll those heroes knew th is  was in ­
tended  only  as w ind, answ ered it 
in th e  sam e com m odity , as it  was 
cheap and p len ty , b u t they  did 
no th in g  beyond th a t he advised. 
G eneral K er Nee, how ever, raised 
a m ore se rious gale a t one tim e, 
and fiercely a ttacked  som e w ash­
houses, b u rn ed  them , and kicked 
the  inm ates in to  the  s tree t. He 
created  an a lta r  to  h is  b a rb aro u s 
p rin c ip le s  a t a place called  ‘Hand 
L o t,’ w hich, acco rd ing  to  the  
best a u th o rity  ex tan t, was s itu a ted  
across th e  bay, in the p rov ince  of 
M arin, w hence he m ade fre q u e n t 
in cu rs io n s  in to  the city .

[to iie OONTINt i j > ]


