
c. iv Rock creek coming from 
t in -  South and Fast, ascending 
which for six miles, it makes an 
abrupt turn, coming from the 
West, and immediately against u 
low divide separating the waters of 
the Coquille river from those of 
Rogue river, which is three miles 
distant. This divide has an alti­
tude of twelve hundred feet above 
the ocean, and is the lowest and 
most practicable pass through that 
chain of mountains. Ascending 
the South Fork of the Coquille 
river through immense growths of 
timber before named, and vast de­
posits of coal, cropping out at 
short intervals on every grade, 
you reach the watershed of that 
river and Cow ereek, a tributary 
of the South Umpqua river, and 
John Mule creek, having an alti­
tude of twenty-two hundred feet; 
after passing which, ami making 
a gradual descent of two hundred 
feet, and reaching a bench very 
regular, and extending to the head 
of Whisky ereek above the Rig 
Meadows. The country East of 
this I have not examined, but to 
this point I know that the route 
from P ort Orford is practicable 
for a railroad with no engineering 
diillculties intervening. At the same 
time, owing to its alititude, snow 
falling in the W inter might pre­
sent an obstacle or objection to 
this route. To now return to the 
first divide at Rock creek puss, 
where there is not an obstacle in­
tervening, until John Mule ereek 
is reached, at which point a short 
side cut on the face fronting the 
river would relievo a railroad of 
every difficulty to Golden ereek, 
with tine ground on which to build, 
the same passing along on the 
Sou!hern slope of the mountain, 
opening a large country for the 
culture of the grape, as there is no 
better land for that purpose to be 
found. I  know of no portion of 
the Pacific Coast, that has the wild, 
native grape growing, Have this 
portion of Oregon, where it grows 
in great luxuriance. Above Gold­
en creek I am not acquainted and 
cannot speak, but from all reliable 
sources, there can be no doubt of 
the practicability of the country 
for the construction of a ruilroai 
from that point East through the 
Eden of our Coast, i. e., Upper 
Rogue river valley, embraced in 
Jackson county, where the grape, 
peach, apricot, pear, apple am 
other fruits are cultivated with un 
surpassed success. Nor is its cli­
mate surpassed by any country on 
earth; they have, also, in the vi­
cinity of Jacksonville, seveuty- 
livc mill's East and nineteen South 
of Fort Orford, vast and extensive 
dneers of gold, quartz and silver 
odes of great richness. I am re- 
iubly informed that the country 

lying le t  ween Jackson and 
Fake counties is well adapted to 
the construction of a railroad, and 
from thence, the great Cascade 
mountains being passed, the coun­
ties of G rant and Raker, and in 
fact the whole of Eastern Oregon 
lies open, enabling the producers 
ot that vast, fertile country, to 
ship the products of their lal*or 
when on wheels to reach a port 
from which all could be ship|>cd 
without any bundling, and exempt 
from the great charges accruing
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The reasons I have not sooner 
made the mutter public, are known 
to many of you; ami as they are now 
removed, I will proclaim it to the 
world,and I assert, w ilhoutfear of 
contradiction, that on this river, 
and the south fork of the Coquille 
are the best ami most extensive de­
posits of cretaisxms coal on the 
Pacific Const. From the point last 
ullnded to, viz: Fourteen miles 
East, Sixes river turns a litt le Fast 
of North, for the distance of three 
miles; thence South of Fast two 
miles to the dividing ridge separat­
ing the waters of Sixes from those 
of Salmon creek basin. This d i­
viding ridge has an altitude of six 
hundred and thirty  feet; the last 
fivo miles embraces one of the most 
fertile and beautiful tracts of lam 
to bo found in our State. The 
mountain on the North sloping to 
the South is clothed with the rich­
est pasturage, and well adapted to 
the culture of all kinds of fruits 
belonging to this latitude. Sai­
nton basin embraces nine sec­
tions of land, the Northern 
portion grass land; the center 
and south with decide IIj the heav- 
¡«■st and best body of "P o rt Orford 
ecdnr'*dn the State. In the South 
rim of this basin are located the 
gold deposits, which are now 
w o t ke«l and have been for a number 
of years. The North and Fast are 
filled with the same character of 
coal, before alluded too, and the 
East is the w ell know and celebrated 
Johnson’s Mountain, upon whose 
summit and slope arc inexhausti­
ble deposits of copper and chro­
matic iron. On its Northern slope 
is one of the finest sulphur springs 
upon our Coast, and which is sur­
rounded w ith the most lovely 
scenery, open groves of oak and ce­
dar dotting the gradually rising 
g ass-covered mountains, gaining 
m ultitude of two thousand feet.
’he opening from this basin is at 
-»> Northeast at which point Salin­

es runs and discharges itself 
.u to  the South fork of the ( oquille 
river, running from the South­
east, distance two miles, reaching 
the South fork and ascending 
through and over rich bottom lands 
burtluncd with with myrtle, ash, 
maple and cedar, six miles, we 
1 each Johnson's diggings, and the 
mouth of Johunon's creek, a tribu ­
tary coming from the West. As­
cending a short distance, or less 
than a mile, the Coquille leads now 
tu the Fast, and at that j o nt re-

from handling, insurance, towage, 
demurrages and pilotage, all of 
which must be paid by the pro­
ducer, in addition to wlieelage.

7 must now return to Port Or­
ford and from here look and ex­
amine to the North. From this 
point to the Coquille is one con­
tinuous bench of land having an 
elevation of one hundred feet, 
void of an undulation of twenty 
feet in the entire distance, and this 
level continues up that river to the 
junction of the South with the 
Middle Fork; on the North side of 
this river are extensive deposits of 
lignite coal, embracing the Coos 
Ray coal district employing at this 
time a large number of industri­
ous miners, who are located with 
their families upon permanent 
homes, with a large future before 
them. All the coal and lum ber of 
the Ray could be shipped from this 
place. Should the navigation of 
the Ray be interrupted by tilling 
up or other cause, it would, in any 
ease enable the Ray to have a d i­
rect communication by rail w ith 
the interior, and bind our interests 
with theirs with a band of iron.

There is not another valley on 
the West of the Coast range that 
will compare with the valley of the 
Coquille river; all its tributaries 
are rich, the adjacent hills con­
taining mineral wealth, extensive 
pasture lands, and vast bodies of 
beautiful timber. The valleys are 
broad and very fertile, capable of 
supporting a large population. 
The country has not improved as 
rapidly as some portions of our 
State, owing to the difficulties of 
getting their surplus products to a 
market. These ditlieulties are 
rapidly yielding before the on­
ward inarch of the inhabitants.
I see a number of the early pio­
neers before me,and having known 
you and the hardships and dan­
gers you have passed through, I 
will say that no men on earth 
could have accomplished more 
than you have. When passing 
through Coos and Curry counties 
within the past year, I  have been 
struck with the rapid progress 
made in educational enterprise. 
School houses are seen in the most 
remote portions, all tilled with in­
telligent faces, intent upon secur­
ing knowledge, preparing for the 
great struggle of life. 1 attended 
last W inter the dedication of anew 
school house, amidst the hardy 
coal miners on the Ray. Hosts of 
rugged, hardy urchins rejoicing 
at the pn s,»ect of acquiring an ed­
ucation, were there.

I must now return to the junc­
tion of the Middle and South 
Forks of the Coquille river, dis­
tant from this place forty-two 
miles. From this point in a due 
Fast course lies Roseburg, distant 
fifty-two miles, via Camas valley, 
a lovely and fertile country the 
entire way, and the natural and 
only pass from the Coast to the 
Umpqua valley, without one diffi­
culty to surmount in the construc­
tion of a railroad. Nature lias not 
left us isolated, and lias placed no 
barrier separating us from the in­
terior of our State. Then we find 
the relative positions occupied by 
Jacksonville, Roseburg and Port 
Orford at the points of a triangle 
w ith m arly equal sides. On the 
side of the last named places the 
distance is ninty-five miles, the 
side In'twia'ii the first and last 
named, does not exceed one bund- 
re«! and ten, and between Rose­
burg ami Jacksonville ninety-five 
miles.

From Port Orford communica­
tion is opeued with tlie whole of 
Southeastern Oregon, via Jackson, 
Josephine and Lake counties, and 
with Northern Oregon, via Rose­

burg.
I m ust now close this address, 

as I have trespassed too long upon 
your time, but must say something 
in conclusion as to the future pros­
pects of Southern Oregon; it is not 
sufficient for the daring men who 
were the pioneers of this beautiful 
country, to have rendered it in­
habitable. for the sake of simply 
displaying their energies to now 
stand still and let the world say 
they have filled their allotted des­
tinies. They would spurn an im­
putation of that character. They 
sought not th is Country to gain 
the hand of the daughter of Van 
Diemen, as did Tessman. No! 
They sought homes for their wives 
and families, and after they have 
hushed the war-whoop of the 
savage, destoyed the w ild beasts 
of the forest, and prepared the 
soil for extensive cultivation, they 
demand the results of their dar­
ing, in "no Utiea pent up .” They, 
with that same prom pting energy, 
will remove every difficulty and 
surm ount every obstacle, between 
them and that civilization enjoyed 
by the most favored portions of 
our vast country. We need only 
refer to our Anglo-progenitors the 
Plym outh settler of 1620, of those 
of Virginia of 1607,and of our Hol­
land progenitors of 1602 on Man­
hattan Island, and their decend- 
ants not, to be deterred and hindered 
by money worshippers, prom pt­
ed by the low and sordid and grov­
eling (say not principle) vice of 
selfishness. Is our great country 
to be deprived of the wealth or 
its enjoyment embosmed iu our 
rugged hills? Are we to have re­
vived that Spanish system, re­
quiring all the nations of Europe 
to come and purchase from their 
second hands? Or, as Holland 
formerly required the purchase 
of Java coffee at Amsterdam?

Portland in our extreme North, 
has her own legitimate sphere, 
and without forcing, will reap its 
advantages. Southern Oregon, 
embracing even portions of the 
Willammette valley, would seek a 
cheaper and less expensive route 
than by the Columbia river. The 
producer will never pay for hand­
ling, when that can be avoided and 
that expense saved. They will 
never pay for towage when they 
do not want towage, and when all 
the other charges can be saved, 
will they throw away their money 
uselessly.

Let us enumerate the charges 
deducted from the products of 
your labor as it now stands, by 
the shipment of your products 
through Portland via the Colum­
bia river. In the charter of every 
ship going to Portland, the follow­
ing charges are added to the same 
and deducted from your pro­
duce: First, insurance of from 
two to three per cent; second, pi­
lotage sixteen dollars at least per 
foot draft of the ship; third, tow­
age of the ship up  and dow n, to ­
gether with river pilotage. De­
murrage is another charge also to 
be deducted from your labor. 
These all summed up and retained 
in your own hands would aggre- 
grate a nice little sum annually.
If shipped out of Port Orford 
when1 there are no risks addition­
al required more than on any out­
side voyage, no pilotage, tow age, 
demurrage or lighterage, all the 
charges above enumerated would be 
avoided, and saved to the p ro­
ducer. We must all bear in mind 
this important fact, that from the 
vast area now under cultivation, 
and increasing annually, an im­
mense surplus of bread stuffs 
must remain upon the hands of 
the producers iu America, unless 
we can sell low enough to let the 
poorer classes of other countries 
enter into the consumption, and 
that cannot be done w hile you have 
to pay the enormous charges that 
ure uow exacted. The question 
naturally preseuts itself, llow can 
the required reduction be made to 
enable us to compete with other 
portions of our own country as

well as other natiom? 
sume, that, by opening 
veloping the mineral v. , 
our country, say coal, ir- n • 
other articles demande b\ < .• » 
merce, we will augmon 
nesj of railroads, enal 
to carry for a less charg. 
ing the num ber of con • > < ■ 
home in haying more ci cti- 
these again will require ’him 
and everything requisite for ti.. 
comfort, thus requiring i iosi 
tories, thus again incr -i i.ig ; 
sumers. these will again open 
thousand other enterpris« ¡ p «• 
w hich enter into our e. m e  
O ur merchant marine v. 
tain the high position it « 
tw’o decades back, and in 
toms would be carried 1 
plus products of our owi 
and in return would we recei 
tid e s  that civilization has 
ed indispensable. As Pori 
has been declared the pl.t 
sessing the greatest numlx 
vantages for a H arbor of 
by the Hoard of Engineers 
the Act of March, 1879, c« 
rative of the expressed ju. 
and announced convictiou i 
miral James Alden, Maj. R 
U. S. Engineer, Lieut. Col 
son, of the Engineers, shoul 
tainly preponderate over ti 
tereste.l parties referred to b 
Williamson. Every one of 
referred to by the Col., exoe 
one, are extensive land own« 
Trinidad. I  have ever urgei 
improvement of all the harb>, 
our Coast, and ever expect to, 
w ithout any egotism. I  th in 1 
may say that I have as thorou; 
a knowledge of our entire Coast a 
any man living. Fifty four year 
of nearly continuous experience 
upon water, makes me tardy r. 
yielding to the opinions of oth< r  
with less experience and judg 
ment. P ort Orford po sees evei'v 
element requisite for build ing r  
place of iinpor.tajice myl j>. A  
three hundred miles South o f P< * 
land, is required by the real ne< - 
sities of Southern Oregon, i. 
here you may depend the i 
provement will he made. La« 
and important cities will be bu 
up. Jacksonville, towns in Lak 
Grant and Baker counties w; 
spring into importance as with j. 
sudden impulse. Roseburg, si 
ting  in the center of the rich 
Umpqua Valley will awake to ne 
life, and in fact our w hole count’ 
will be given a new iinpetm 
W ithin my memory, not an oeeni 
steamer was there, no telegraph 
Franklin had bottled lightning 
but not until I  was well advance, 
in life did a Morse appear, court 
ing gently that refractory element, 
induced it to enter into the ser­
vice of man anil convey his 
thoughts even in ocean’s depths. 
Edison arose and commands its 
obedience to a thousand purposes.

You may be assured from the 
rapid progress made in science, we 
are but in its alphabet. Tlio im ­
provements of our country though 
vast, are small to w bat they will 
be thirty years hence. Where you 
now suppose the villages of our 
country are as large ns they will 
ever he, you are mistaken. Large 
manufacturing centers will arise 
not dreamed of now. Our coun­
try will support a vast population 
of our own race, which is in its 
youth—not dotage—as are the 
nations of Asia, which wiil 
rapidly disappear, for nations, 
by laws inevitable must pass 
through childhood, youth, man 
hon.l and old age. The nations of 
Asia are being supplanted by our 
own race ami must die; the In ­
dian and the negro w ill soon be 
extinct; but this, our own belove I 
United States is in its youth, 
sound, healthy and full of vigoi 
Cutaneous eruptions may cause u.i 
some uneasiueas in the body ¡ jo ! 
itic, but being only skin deej 
are easily removed. The Chinn 
men are of that character. the .m  
tation caused by them will soon 1 e 
rcinovad.


